
Literature Circle 
Sensational Summarizer 

Just Sum It Up! 

JOB: SENSATIONAL 
SUMMARIZER 

1. Your first job is to read the text for meaning. Marking the text can help.   
Mark the Text Notes 

Take notes as needed 
Draw a heart next to something that 
reminds you of your own life or another 
text you have read 

 

Draw ! next to critical or important 
information or something that surprised 
you or you didn’t realize was going to 
happen 

 

Draw a ? next to something you have a 
question about 

 

 

2. Your second job is to prepare a short summary of today’s readings. Make sure you 
cover the key points, main highlights, and interesting parts of today’s reading. Keep it 

short. A one or two minute summary is perfect. To help you keep track of the main 

points, list them below. Your sharing should take 1 minute. 

Name Group 
Text  
Reading Assignment P.                               To P. 
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Key Points:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Examples to use:  
Name the who or what (the main person, animal, or thing) 
 

Tell the most important thing about the who or what 
 

Put it together: Say the main idea of the who or what and what is 
most important about the who or what in 10 to 15 words. 
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Use checklist to stay on track before, during, and after  

Before Literature Circle 
 Did I read the text for meaning and mark the text? 
 Is my information ready to share? 
 Does my information follow these guidelines?  

 
Summarize the main point of the text?   
1 minute? 
Written out on the front to share? 
 

During literature circle 
 Am I following the rules? 

1. Taking Turns 
2. Actively Listening 
3. Participating 

 Did I summarize the text for 1minute or less?  
 Did I answer the questions my group asked me? 

After literature circle 
 Did I give my role card to the delightful director?  
 Do I know my next role card? 
 Did I fill in my literature circle log with the next text 

assignment and meeting date? 
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