“Ministry on the Edge” a sermon by the Rev. Marsha E. Brown, Pastor of New Horizons
Presbyterian Church and President of Ritenour Co-Care, Inc. a 501¢3 Non-profit that

assists with food insecurity and rent and utilities for Ritenour residents.
Luke: 4: 21-30

Preachers are commonly taught that they need to do two things when they preach:
comfort the afflicted, and afflict the comfortable. In this passage I am about to read
from Luke, Jesus manages to make people really mad..... So mad that they try to throw
him off a cliff. And to make matters worse, he is speaking to peopie from Nazareth, his
hometown. I wonder what éo:_m make people so mad to attempt to do that? And I
wonder what this passage could say to us today- after all it is here for us help usto be
transformed by God- not to dissect and argue about the meaning, but to be changed.

How do we need to be changed today?

The passage today came after Jesus read Isaiah’s famous words; “The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” I invite you to listen for the

Word of God in Luke 4: 21-30:

Luke 4:21-30Common English Bible (CEB)
2! He began to explain to them, “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled just as you

heard it.”
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In this passage, Jesus is pointing to examples of helping gentiles,

the widow of Zarapath or Namaan the Syrian, are people outside the Jewish culture.
Outsiders. And when he says that this is what God is caliing them to do- to care for

gentiles, they get angry. Really angry. So angry they want to kil! him.
So the question to us today would be: Who do you consider to be outsiders?

Those who are not members of our church that are left alone at dinners instead of

people sitting with them?
Those who visit, but iook different than us?
The poor? The hungry? Those who have different cultures or skin color than you?

Do you think that those who need a food pantry are different than us hardworking folk

because think they are entitled?
Or that they are lazy?

That giving them food only encourages them to be lazier than they were before? And

by the way- some say; “we pay for them- OUR TAXES pay for these freeloaders”
Who are the outsiders for this congregation ?

This is an important question.
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that the pantry be given the building and that they support the church. It is clear that
the church is in more decline than 3 years ago when we did the New Beginnings
Program that was supposed to help us consider how to use the resources that we have

for God’s glory.

What do you think the answer to that is? What is the best use of these resources? Keep

the lights on for as long as possible?

Everyone gets a say-not just the elected session. We will have a potluck and a church
wide discussion about this suggestion and consider the best use of our considerable
resources on Feb 14™ after worship with Rev. Linda Maconochie, who is on Giddings

Lovejoy Presbytey Staff and leads New Beginnings work all over the nation now.

One other thing:

You all need to know that last Wednesday night it was reported that the Mission
Committee- in a meeting of 3 people voted to continue to collect the five and dime
which I had toid them could be discontinued because they seemed unable to continue it
after Sy died. At the next meeting without me present, they voted to continue fo collect
it and to give it to Room at the Inn instead of the Ritenour Co-Care Food Pantry,

quoting me as saying that the pantry did not need the money.

This is support?
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You may want to run me off a cliff- so be it. God has called me here to this ministry

and I am your pastor to preach it to you.
Comfort the afflicted- and afflict the comforted.
That is the call.

Let those who have ears hear. Amen.






