A WAY OF ESCAPE

Lk 21:32 "Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. ss For it will come upon
all those who live on the face of the whole earth. ;s Be always on the watch, and pray that you
may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the

Son of Man."

How will we find this way of escape?

1). Watch MK 13:28 "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get
tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, when you see
these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30| tell you the truth,

this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

A). That you are not deceived. MK 135 jesus said to them: "Watch out that
no one deceives you. 6 Many will come in my name, claiming, "I am he," and will deceive
many. / When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must

happen, but the end is still to come. 8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the
beginning of birth pains.

B.). For the signs of the times. MK 13:14 "\when you see “the abomination that
causes desolation' standing where it does not belong--let the reader understand--then let

those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 1° Let no one on the roof of his house go
down or enter the house to take anything out. 16 et no one in the field go back to get his
cloak. 17 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers!

18 Pray that this will not take place in winter, 19 pecause those will be days of distress
unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now--and never to be

equaled again. 20 |f the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for
the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. 21 At that time if

anyone says to you, "Look, here is the Christ!" or, "Look, there he is!" do not believe it. 22
For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to

deceive the elect--if that were possible. 23 30 be on your guard; | have told you
everything ahead of time. MK 13:24 »gyt jn those days, following that distress, " “the

sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; MK 13:25 the stars will fall
from the sky,

and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' MK 13:26 At that time men will see the Son
of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And he will send his angels and
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the
heavens.



C.) Because no man knows the day or hour. MK 13:32 "Ng one knows about
that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on

guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34 1t's like a man going
away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task,

and tells the one at the door to keep watch. MK 13:35 *Therefore keep watch because
you do not know when the owner of the house will come back--whether in the evening,

or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 1 he comes suddenly, do not let
him find you sleeping. 37 What | say to you, | say to everyone: "Watch!""

I1). Be prepared. M7 21 At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. ? Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish
ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. # The wise, however, took oil in jars along with
their lamps. ® The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. M7
256 "At midnight the cry rang out: “Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'

MT 257 "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. & The foolish ones said to the wise, *Give us
some of your oil; our lamps are going out.'" MT 259" *No," they replied, “there may not be enough for both us
and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' MT 2510 "Byt while they were on
their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the
wedding banquet. And the door was shut. MT 2511 "|_ater the others also came. “Sir! Sir!" they said. "Open
the door for us!" MT 2512 "Byt he replied, "I tell you the truth, I don't know you.' MT 2513 "Therefore keep
watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

A.) The Holy Ghost fire will not go out. 1516 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually;
18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 1™"5° Do not put out the

Spirit's fire; 20 do not treat prophecies with contempt. 2! Test everything. Hold on to the good. ??> Avoid
every kind of evil.

1) The seal of G0d>Eph 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

2).How do we greive the Holy Spirit?GAL 5:16 So | say, live by the Spirit,
and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what
is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in
conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under law. GAL 5:19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy,
fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the
like. I warn you, as | did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of
God.

B.) So that we will not forget what the Lord said, in spite of what men

Say. 2PE33 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following
their own evil desires. * They will say, "Where is this “‘coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died,
everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” ® But they deliberately forget that long ago by
God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. ¢ By these waters also
the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present heavens and earth are
reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 2°£38 But do not



forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like
a day. ° The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you,
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

2PE3:10 Bt the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements
will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.

2PE 311 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to
live holy and godly lives 2 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. ** But in keeping with his
promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.

I11). Be caught up! ™ 412 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall
asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. * We believe that Jesus died and rose again and
so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. > According to the Lord's
own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not
precede those who have fallen asleep. 1® For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise
first. 7 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. *® Therefore encourage each other with
these words.

1TH51 Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. ® While people are saying, "Peace and safety,"
destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

A.) We may not know the day or the hour, but we know it’s soon

and that he will do what he said! 154 But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this
day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to
the night or to the darkness. ® So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-
controlled. ” For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. & But since we
belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of
salvation as a helmet. ® For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ. 1° He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.

LK17:26 "Jyst as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. ?” People were
eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood
came and destroyed them all.

LK17:28 »|t was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting
and building. 2° But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.

LK27:30 1t will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 3! On that day no one who is on the
roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go
back for anything. 32 Remember Lot's wife! 3 Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses
his life will preserve it. 34 I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the
other left. > Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left. "



