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                     No m atter  how hard the past, you can always 

begin again.

                                                                   -Gautam  Buddha

H appy Reading,                                    

Regards,

Bhavna Botta
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In cl usi ve Ideas

Par r ot r on  -AI  tool  for  peopl e w i th  speech i m pai r m en t

For  m i l l ions of folks around the wor ld, speech im pairm ent is a 

fact of l i fe. That m eans i t  gives l im ited access to speech 

in ter faces, such as digi tal  assistants that depend on dir ect ly 

understanding one?s speech.

This poses a chal lenge for  accessibi l i ty engineers developing 

AI-dr iven speech recognit ion and text-to-speech synthesis 

products, who have to accom m odate a range of im pairm ents for  

which l im ited data sets are avai lable.

For tunately, scient ists at Google are invest igat ing ways to 

m in im ize word subst i tut ion, delet ion, and inser t ion er ror s in  

speech m odels as a par t of Par rotron, an ongoing research 

in i t iat ive that aim s to help those with atypical  speech becom e 

better  understood.

?Par rotron m akes i t  easier  for  users with atypical  speech to talk  

to and be understood by other  people and by speech in ter faces, 

wi th i ts end-to-end speech conversion approach m ore l ikely to 

r eproduce the user?s in tended speech.?

Thus, opening up the speech in ter face technology to al l .

h t tps:/ / venturebeat.com /ai / googles-par ratron-is-an-ai-tool-

for -people-with-speech-im pedim ents/

https://venturebeat.com/ai/googles-parratron-is-an-ai-tool-for-people-with-speech-impediments/
https://venturebeat.com/ai/googles-parratron-is-an-ai-tool-for-people-with-speech-impediments/


SEEING AI  --The app that  n ar r ates the w or l d  for  you

Seeing AI is an app that uses ar t i f icial  in tel l igence to lend a 

hand when i t?s hard to see th ings around you. M icrosoft  

r ecently expanded the app fr om  only iOS to Android. I t 's now 

avai lable on the Google Play Store and works across 18 

languages, wi th plans to expand to 36 languages next 

year.Seeing AI lets you hear  a descr ipt ion of what the cam era 

sees or  what the photo shows.

https:/ / youtu.be/bqeQByqf_f8

In n ovat i ve Ideas

Ti ppyTal k

                                       TippyTalk  is a un ique AAC app: TW O-W AY 

com m unicat ion tool  for  nonverbal  and speech-im paired 

users. TippyTalkers create a sim ple sentence by select ing 

i l lustr at ions. 

                       This becom es a wr i t ten m essage read aloud OR 

SENT to a m em ber  of the TippyTalker 's pr ivate com m unity, 

who can RESPOND with video or  audio.

https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/artificial-intelligence
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The TippyTalk  M anager , often a fam i ly m em ber , can set up the 

app in  less than 30 m inutes fr om  an iPad, tablet, or  sm ar tphone. 

The m anager  creates com m unicat ion "cards" for  the TippyTalker  

using the included Sym bolStix l ibrar y and/or  personal  

im ages.The pr ivate TippyTalk  com m unity becom es a social  

network  for  the TippyTalker. Two-way com m unicat ion through a 

pr ivate social  network  sets TippyTalk  apar t fr om  other  AAC 

(Augm entat ive and Al ternat ive Com m unicat ion) solut ions.

https:/ / t ippytalk .com /

Im age shows sentence being bui l t  wi th pictor ial  opt ions  

https://tippytalk.com/
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To subscr ibe ,give feedback ,wr i te to

botta.bhavna@gm ail .com

New  app i n ter pr ets the em ot i on s of  n on ver bal  

peopl e

Empathic app helps carers in terpret the em otions expressed 

by nonverbal  (nonspeak ing) people as they vocal ise. Ar t i f icial  

in tel l igence analyses voice recordings of between 3 and 10 

seconds before in terpret ing up to 10 em otions.Empathic is 

designed for  individuals who are not able to use exist ing 

com m unicat ion aids. There are very few assist ive 

technologies to suppor t those who l ive with severe or  

profound brain  in jur y, aut ism , learn ing disabi l i ty, str oke, 

dem entia and num erous other  condi t ions. Years of test ing 

indicates that Empathic could enhance the l ives of people 

who use fewer  than 20 rel iable, funct ional  words.Typical ly, 

there are one or  two people who understand each nonverbal  

individual , but there can be m any others in  their  ci r cle of 

suppor t.Empathic can help carers, teachers, fam i ly 

m em bers, and fr iends to understand when a nonverbal  chi ld 

or  adul t  is en joying an act ivi ty and when they are bored or  

confused.

https:/ / youtu.be/aTGM XW VzfwA
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