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THE PROCLAIMER
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost.”
Luke 19:10
Back in 1949, my grandfather, grandmother, and their three children moved from New
Jersey to Garland, Texas, in order for my grandfather to take a job with his company
in sales. Nobody could have anticipated the impact that move would have not only
on his family, but a co-worker’s family as well. That co-worker’s name was Wayne
Law. Wayne and his family—his wife Louise and daughter Patti—were without a
church home.
One day, Wayne asked my grandfather about what he believed. My grandfather and
grandmother were both “dyed in the wool” LCMS Lutherans who attended Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Dallas. My grandfather talked with Wayne about
what he believed. It wasn’t long before Wayne and Louise began attending Our
Redeemer in Dallas with my grandfather.
My grandfather passed away in 1958, and never got to see the full results of that
conversation. However, I did get to witness first-hand the results of that
conversation. A mission church in Garland was planted, and after being married at
Our Redeemer, my mom and dad moved to Peace Lutheran in Garland—and so did
Wayne, Louise, and Patti Law. Patti grew up and when the secretary job opened up
in 1983, she became what I called “The World’s Greatest Secretary.” The computer
age was just getting started, and she was on top of it! She also got married and had
a daughter. Today, that daughter is grown. And I have little doubt that she has
continued in the faith.
When Wayne passed from this vail of tears to glory in 1989, I was unable to attend his
funeral because of distance. I called Louise to express my condolences, and she shed
the story of my grandfather. Although I never got to meet my grandfather, I got two
things from him: a love for the game of baseball, and a love for the lost.
The reason I share this story is this: if you read what Jesus said, it is present active
tense. In order to seek and reach the lost, we are going to have to realize they are
NOT going to come and seek us out. We have to be like our teacher, and go seek
them out.
Remember the sign above our main door as you leave? “You are now entering the
mission field.” We should look at that sign and take it to heart every time we get
ready to walk out the door.
(Continued on page 5)
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MARCH CALENDAR NOTES:
4 Lent Soup Supper 6:00PM
5 Elder’s Meeting, Thursday, 6:30PM
9 Council Meeting, Monday, 6:30PM
11 Lent Soup Supper 6:00PM
17 St. Patrick’s Day
18 Lent Soup Supper 6:00PM
19 First Day of Spring!
25 Lent Soup Supper 6:00PM

Mite Sunday- March 29
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Serve the Lord
with

Gladness…
Psalm 100:2

6 Margaret Dildine
9 Mike Ryan
14 Ray Wans
19 Brandon Lauterbach
25 Marvin Lauterbach

READERS
1 Lonnie Hendrix
8 David Foye
15 Mike Ryan
22 Marilee Ryan
29 Mike Ryan
Rose Mino, heart attack
Forest Van Duyn – health and mobility concerns
Marilyn Shamon, Pastor Anderson’s cousin on
hospice
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MARCH 2020
Sunday

1

Monday

2

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

Tuesday

Wednesday

3
Men’s Bible
Study 10AM

5
4
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM
Quilting Noon
Soup Supper
6PM

10
Men’s Bible
Study 10AM

11
12
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM
Quilting Noon
Soup Supper
6PM

Thursday

Saturday

Friday

6

7

13

14

Elder’s
Meeting
6:30PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

8

9

Council
Meeting
6:30PM

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

15

Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

6

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

17
Men’s Bible
Study 10AM

18
19
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM
Quilting Noon
Soup Supper
6PM

23

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

24
Men’s Bible
Study 10AM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

29
9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
Matins

MITE SUNDAY
Living Word Church 4PM9PM

21

Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

22

20

25
26
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM
Quilting Noon
Soup Supper
6PM

27

Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

30

31
Men’s Bible
Study 10AM

28

3
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Newsletter Article – March 2020
We are at the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season, the church calls to our
attention the sufficiency of what God gives. It points to the sufficiency of God’s
grace in the atoning work of Jesus. It shows us the sufficiency of faith in Jesus’ work
for us. It makes known the sufficiency of God’s Word in faith and life.
Lent doesn’t just remind us of the sufficiency of God’s spiritual gifts, the gifts that
pertain to our redemption and salvation. Lent also reminds us of the sufficiency of
the physical, temporal gifts of God, those that pertain to this body and life. In other
words, it reminds us of the importance of godly contentment and of outward
discipline and training of the body.
This outward training of the body teaches us not to give in to every desire of our
flesh but to learn to say no to them. And it does this in such a way that if you fail, it
is no sin. It is a way to practice without putting yourself into a compromising
situation.
The easiest example of this is fasting. When you fast, you are practicing saying no to
the desires of your body. But if you fail in this, if you break your fast, you have not
sinned. You have, though, learned something about how your flesh works, how
difficult it is to fight against it, and how you need help from above in order to do it.
There is another example of this. It is alms-giving. This is an increase in giving to
the church and its mission during this time. We know that our flesh finds security in
money and things. By committing to give more to the church, you are training your
flesh. You are, by this outward discipline, training yourself to be content with what
God gives. You are practicing saying “no” to your desires. Again, if you fail, you
have not sinned. But you’ve learned just how powerful your flesh is in leading you
instead of you leading it. You’ve learned how you need help from above in being
content with what God gives.
This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way:
“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the
world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and
clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall
into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that
plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from
the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.” (1 Tim 6:6–10)
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(Continued from page 1)
And Jesus reminds us, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore,
pray to the Lord of the harvest to send workers into his field” (Mt.9:37-38, NKJV).
Jesus has gathered us around His Word and His Sacraments to save not only us, but
for us to have an influence on the world around us.
Jesus does not send us into the mission field empty-handed! He sends us with the
most powerful thing on the planet: the message of the Gospel. Paul calls the Gospel
“the power of God to all who believe” (Rom.1:16a). The word “power” here is the
Greek word from which the English word “dynamite” comes to us. Dynamite is
powerful stuff—but the Gospel is more powerful!
The Gospel has the power to change a hardened sinful heart into a believer in Christ;
it has the power to bring the forgiveness for every sin and every sinner. It has the
power to turn us from darkness to God’s light. It has the power to vanquish stress,
anxiety, and fear and replace it with faith, hope, love, and the peace of God. Most
important, however, is this: it has the power to change lives for all eternity. That is
what God has given you to take to the mission field.
When we share the good news of Jesus, the power of God is there. The Holy Spirit
who lives in you will guide all that you say and do. And here’s the important part
about this: you are God’s messenger in all that you say and do. It is up to the Holy
Spirit to convert that person—not you. The only person we can change is ourselves!
It is the Gospel itself that changes a person. There is no pressure on you when you
share the power of God known as the Gospel of Jesus.
The cross is a timeless and timely message. During this Lenten season, as we focus on
Jesus and His “I AM” statements, I would like to encourage you to share the message
our Savior and His love to those around you. You may end up being like my
grandfather, and affect not just that person, but his entire family for several
generations down!
I can’t wait to meet my grandfather in heaven one day. I can’t wait to hear his reaction
when he finds out he affected no less than 3 generations and maybe more than that.
We’re save by grace—that never changes. I think we may be astonished when we share
the Gospel and find out in heaven its’ true impact. Are you willing to imitate Jesus
and seek the lost? You may never see the fruits of your labors on this earth, just like
my grandfather didn’t. But you WILL have the joy of hearing Jesus say to you, “Well
done, good and faithful servant! Enter into the joy of your Lord.” May it be said of all
of us! –
Pastor Anderson
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