
  

March 6, 2019 
Ash Wednesday 

Noon 

Keep my covenant—You will be my people 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Statement of Welcome 

We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell, proclaim the message 
that the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and that everyone is welcome. 
We believe that Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a world of 
alienation and brokenness.  

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ seeking 
justice and reconciliation among all peoples, we at First Lutheran Church 
welcome all into the fullness of God’s love. We welcome everyone, without 
exception and regardless of sex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, physical and mental ability, age, or station in life. We recognize 
that each person is a unique creation of God, and through grace, a child of 
God.  

All are welcome at First Lutheran.  

All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to receive the 
sacraments, and to share in fellowship and service. As members of First 
Lutheran Church, we pledge ourselves and our congregation to exercise our 
faith in Christ, treasuring one another’s similarities while embracing our God-
given differences. We pledge that we will strive to live as a reconciling 
people, in our life together and in our outreach to the world. 

Pastor 
Rev. Tor Kristian Berg 
tberg@flcbothell.org 

Director of Music/Organist 
Lucy Kay Osborne 

lkosborne@flcbothell.org 

Director of  
REACH Ministries: 

Roger Steinke 
rsteinke@flcbothell.org 

Office Manager/
Bookkeeper 
Kristin Smith 

ksmith@flcbothell.org 

10207 NE 183rd Street  
Bothell WA 98011 

(425) 486-2314 
office@flcbothell.org 
www.flcbothell.org 
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Assisting With Today’s Service: 

Presiding & Preaching: Rev. Tor K. Berg  

WORSHIP NOTES 

+ Please sign the white card in the pew rack and hand it to an usher on your way forward 
for Holy Communion.  

+ The service is printed in this bulletin. Some hymns are located in the red hymn book.  

+ Hearing enhancement receivers, large print bulletins are available. Feel free to ask an 
usher for assistance.  

+ Our expectation is that children will be in worship. We understand, though, that there are times 
when your wiggly ones need a distraction. There is a “Pray Space” under the stairs in the inner 
narthex with soft toys and books. If you desire the nursery ask an usher for directions. 

+ Public Wi-Fi password: MartyLuther. 

+ If you would like to have a digital copy of the bulletin, go to our website and download 
the PDF. www.flcbothell.org 
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Ash Wednesday 
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Music Director Lucy Kay Osborne Ushers Tom Agnew & Walt Stoll 

Lector Stephanie Almeida Sound Tech Ann Bormann 

  Communion 

Assistants 

Stephanie Almeida & Donna 

Hillard 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: 

WELCOME 

GATHERING HYMN: Come Down, O Love Divine (ELW 804) 

GREETING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, your servants argued about who would be greatest in your 
kingdom. Help us to be confident in the love you have for us, so that we 
feel no need to compete for your attention. We pray these things in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

WELCOMING THE WORD: Restore in Us, O God (ELW 328) 

THE WORD: Matthew 18:1-9 
1At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?" 2He called a child, whom he put among them, 3and 
said, "Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever becomes humble like this child 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5Whoever welcomes one such child 
in my name welcomes me. 
6If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened 
around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7Woe to the 
world because of stumbling blocks! Occasions for stumbling are bound to 
come, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling block comes! 
8If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; 
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it is better for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or 
two feet and to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life with 
one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into the hell of fire. 

Word of God,  
word of life. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) 
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INVITATION TO LENT 
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of 
remembering Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is 
renewed. 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for 
God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to 
love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful 
rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do 
not enjoy the life our creator intended. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil 
and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite 
you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, 
prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the 
gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty 
days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most holy and merciful God, 

we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we 
have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not 
been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have 
infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
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Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 
we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is 
in us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice 
and cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our 
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those 
who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us 
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Please come forward at the direction of the usher to receive the ashes on 
your forehead with these words: Remember that you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return. 

MEDITATION SONG: O Lord, throughout These Forty Days (ELW 319) 
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Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for 
the church, for people in need, and for all of creation. 
Holy and righteous God, teach us, your church, to be honest about our 
sinfulness. Turn our hearts back to you to receive the fullness of your 
forgiveness and redemption. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Open wide your hand to satisfy the needs of every living thing. Send your 
Spirit to places suffering from drought or floods. Fill every habitat with life. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Raise up reconcilers who point us to the sources of injustice and teach us how 
to build relationships. Establish your lasting peace among the nations. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Soothe the souls of people who feel like they are beyond your mercy. Wash 
away the barriers that keep us far from you, and restore joy in our lives. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Fill our fasting bodies with your Spirit of justice. Lead us into the challenging 
work of feeding and freeing all people. Fulfill your purpose in us. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Reveal the treasures of heaven through the witness of all your saints. Give us 
the will to journey faithfully and to bear Christ’s salvation to all who yearn for 
it. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your 
ways; through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY HYMN: Create in Me a Clean Heart 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of 
grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your 
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on 
these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your 
presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of 
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with 
justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its 
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and 
holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has prepared the feast. Come to the table where all are welcomed home. 
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COMMUNION: We will receive the body of Christ as gluten-free bread with 
these or similar words: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ 
will be received as either red wine or white grape juice with these or similar 
words: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
WHO MAY COMMUNE? All are welcome at the Lord's Table. It is a free gift 
given to all for the forgiveness of sins. The words “for you” really mean FOR 
YOU! Children may commune at the discretion of their parents. If you wish to 
receive a blessing: cross your arms over your chest as a sign for the 
communion assistants.  
DIRECTIONS FOR COMMUNION: Please come forward by the center aisle at 
the direction of the ushers to receive the sacrament and return to your seat 
down the side aisle. Please register each person taking communion on a pew 
card. 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  
Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801) 
Lord Jesus, Think on Me (ELW 599) 

PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us 
in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray 
for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may 
find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: Heal This Old Heart 

DISMISSAL 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 
be of good courage; 
hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; 
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



15 

March 10, 2019 First Sunday in Lent 
 Matthew 18:15-35 

Forgiveness 

Weekly Financial Report 

February 24, 2019     Attendance:195 

General Offerings: $12,984 Mortgage Fund: $855 

Amount needed per Sunday: 

General Offerings: $9,730  Mortgage Fund: $1,098 

INFORMATION For the Week! 

Wednesday, March 6 
10:00 am  Deborah Circle 
11:00 am  Worship Team Meeting 
12:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Worship 
12:30 pm  Preschool Chapel 
5:30 pm  Fellowship Committee 
7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Worship 

Thursday, March 7 
9:00 am  Quilters 
9:15 am  Preschool Chapel 
6:00 pm  Pasta with Pastor—Sign up in the narthex! 
7:00 pm  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, March 8 
Church Office Closed 
Pastor Berg’s Sabbath 

Saturday, March 9 
8:00 am  Team World Vision Training 
1:00 pm  Lenten Movie Viewing—The Blind Side 

Sunday, March 10 First Sunday in Lent 
8:30 am  Worship   
9:45 am  Education Hour 
10:00 am  Ensemble Rehearsal 
11:00 am  Worship  

Copyright © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #23678. 

Some music used with permission under CCLI License #2262125 or One License #A-706784 or LicenSing #623195.  

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Liturgy music from Assembly Required: Service Music for Choir and Assembly, Set 3, by Kenneth L. DeJong © 2014 
Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. 
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SERMON NOTES 

What caught my attention: 

 

 

 

 

What did I hear that I am eager to share with another person? 

 

 

 

I think the title of the sermon should be:  


