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YOSEMITE SUNRISE
By Karen Kachelmeier Robertson

About the Music

A beautifully descriptive wind band work inspired by the composer’s own experience of a new dawn while 
camping at Yosemite National Park in California, Yosemite Sunrise depicts the awakening of life as the sun  
rises above a breathtaking landscape.  The opening is slow and calm, before dawn has arrived.  A repeated 
string of notes from the marimba sounds the promise of a new day.  Gradually, new instruments add life to the 
music, allowing the sun to enter in its full majesty.  

As the music becomes faster and louder, the sun is now in full ascent, and the magic of Yosemite achieves its 
full splendor.  Exciting melodic passages for the winds, accompanied by a captivating percussion background, 
allow the listener to vividly picture the beauty that is Yosemite. 

A musically inspiring new concert work from a new writing talent that is sure to find her way into the main-
stream of composers of music for wind band. Watch for additional works on the horizon!

About Yosemite

October 1, 2015 marked the 125th Anniversary of the creation of Yosemite National Park. This incredible      
resource includes 1,500 square miles of some of our nations most breathtaking beauty and natural resources. 
Millions of visitors take advantage of the park each and every year to share and experience in this truly natural 
wonder.

About the Composer

Karen Kachelmeier Robertson is a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin, where she was a member of 
the Wind Ensemble and Longhorn Band. Graduating with a degree in music education in May 2010, Karen is 
currently in her sixth year as one of the band directors at Wiley Middle School in Leander, Texas.  Her primary 
instruments are the clarinet and piano.  She is a member of several professional organizations, including the 
Texas Music Educators Association and the Texas Bandmasters Association.

Karen studied composition at UT-Austin with Professor Donald Grantham.  Among her original compositions 
are her middle school’s alma mater, a work for the Seattle based Western International Band Clinic and the 
debut performance of Yosemite Sunrise by the Cedar Park Winds. She is excited to be a part of the team of 
writers at Print Music Source!

Aside from teaching and composing, Karen enjoys performing music, outdoor activities and spending time with 
family and friends. She is married to her wonderful husband, Patrick, and has a cute pet dachshund, Roxie and a 
basenji mix, Hank.
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