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Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4, Order of Business, / Minutes - rev 11, 06-14-2022 

This meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4, Township of Franklin, 
Gloucester County NJ was called to order on October 24th, 2023 @ 19:00 and attended by 
the members noted below. This meeting was called pursuant to the provisions of the Open 
Public Meetings Law. This meeting was included in a list of meeting notices sent to the 
Courier Post newspaper, filed with the Municipal Clerk at the Township of Franklin, 
County of Gloucester and posted at the Forest Grove Volunteer Fire Company. 
 
 
1. Members Present 

 X Andrew Bellone Jr. - Chairman 
 X  Samuel Scapellato - Vice Chairman 
 X Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj - Secretary 
 X Joseph Scapellato - Treasurer 
 X Thomas Bellone Sr. – Commissioner 

 
Point of Order 
There is a special meeting to obtain voter approval of the Seagrave material cost increase 
of $104,499.00 occurring concurrently with the regularly scheduled Board meeting 18:00 to 
21:00 in accordance with applicable laws. This meeting was published in 2 newspapers and 
posted in 5 public locations within the district at least 10 days prior to the special meeting. 
 
Public Present & Others:  
None 
 
 
2. Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting 
A motion to accept minutes as read was made by Thomas Bellone Sr. and seconded by Joseph 
Scapellato.  No changes to be made.  
 
 
3. Treasurers Report & Bills against the Commission  
Joseph Scapellato reported: 
Petty cash balance in the amount of $134.00.  
 
Registration for the Deputy Chiefs vehicle was received. The renewal was completed and 
returned to NJMVC.  
 
A motion to pay all bills and to accept the Treasurers report was made by Andrew Bellone Jr. 
and seconded by Thomas Bellone Sr.  
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4. Old Business 
Mykola Myronowskyj reported on the following: 
Filing of documents that he can locate from 2011 and prior. The files that are being archived are 
being organized, then scanned and then filed.  
 
Mykola Myronowskyj continues to work on the Forest Grove equipment audit. The new auditors 
will be reviewing the report and adjusting the report for proper depreciation as required.   
 
The MUA’s for the surrounding locals that have not been completed yet will begin as soon as 
possible.  
 
Ball Buckley & Seher completed the annual financial audit for 2022. The audit was reviewed by 
Mykola Myronowskyj and a few minor changes were needed for the description of a piece of 
apparatus. The changes were to be made and the audit will submitted to the Board for approval.  
 
Due to Ball Buckley & Seher no longer performing fire district audits, Mykola Myronowskyj 
reached out to another auditor, Nightlinger, Volpe and Colavita of Williamstown. They work 
with Ball Buckley & Seher and they perform fire district audits and budget work. The Board 
unanimously agreed by vote that we should engage Nightlinger, Volpe and Colavita in these 
services. Mykola Myronowskyj met with the team at Nightlinger, Volpe and Colavita and they 
are preparing the 2024 budget.  
 
 
5. New Business 
Mykola Myronowskyj reported: 
At the previous meeting Deputy Chief Perry asked if the Board would consider donating the 
unused Fire Police car to Vern’s place for parts, a local junkyard for parts. The vehicle is 
unrepairable and is an eyesore in the rear of the Fire Company property. Resolution 2023-02 was 
passed authorizing the release of the vehicle. Mykola Myronowskyj will prepare a letter of 
indemnity for Vern’s place for parts to sign and return, once received, the vehicle title will be 
signed and turned over to Vern’s. 
 
The special meeting being be held tonight was published in 2 newspapers, Courier Post and 
South Jersey Times and posted in 5 public locations within the district at least 10 days prior to 
the special meeting. The 5 locations are Garoppo’s, Crossroads Trailer Sales, the Newfield Post 
Office, Newfield Bank and the Forest Grove Volunteer Fire Company.  
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5. New Business continued 
Mykola Myronowskyj advised that he received legal approval to have the PO and check issued 
in anticipation of voter approval of the MCI. This way we do not have to wait until the next 
meeting to do so, since the special meeting and voting will not end until 2100. If the voters do 
not approve the MCI, the PO and check will be canceled. PO 6844 and check # 13264 were 
issued in the amount of $104,499.00 to Seagrave. 
 
Chief Dennis Allonardo sent the Board an email regarding the purchase of SCBA 45 minute air 
bottles. Our current air bottles are going to be out of hydrostatic testing limits in 5 years. The 
current SCBA air bottles were all purchased at the same time via a grant. We have 50 SCBA air 
bottles in the inventory and the SCBA bottles are only certified for hydrostatic testing for 5 
years. The bottles are $1,100.00 each at this time. Mykola Myronowskyj commented that 
replacing all 50 bottles at once would be expensive and at the same time the problem would 
reoccur when the bottles are out of testing limits again. Andrew Bellone Jr. suggested that we put 
the entire purchase on the ballot as a capitol purchase. Mykola Myronowskyj suggested that we 
replace the bottles 10 per year, ergo meeting the NFPA standards that all bottles would be within 
hydrostatic testing and having a cycle of bottles to be replaced at the end of each cycle of 10 
each for 5 years. The rest of the Board members agreed and authorized the Chief to replace 10 
SCBA 45 minute bottles per year starting in 2024. The PPE budget would be raised to 
accommodate the annual purchase.  
 
The Board received an OPRA request from the law offices of Hoffman Dimuzio regarding an 
incident that occurred on October 5th, 2023 in Franklinville. The Forest Grove Volunteer Fire 
Company was not dispatched to that incident and ergo we do not have any records to provide. An 
email was sent to the law office noting the same.  
 
The 2024 proposed budget needs to be approved by the Board in anticipation of being sent to the 
new auditor. In order for the new auditor to create the new budget, the Board needs to have the 
report and synopsis from Ball Buckley & Seher from the 2022 audit. Once the Board received 
the 2022 audit we will be able to contact the new auditor.   
 
A motion was made by Mykola Myronowskyj to approve the 2024 proposed budget. A vote was 
held and the 2024 proposed budget was approved unanimously. 
 
Mykola Myronowskyj will schedule a meeting with Nightlinger, Volpa and Colavita to discuss 
the budget as soon as possible.  
 
The CNC-3 form was received and is attached.  
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5. New Business continued 
Joseph Scapellato made a motion to approve an increase of the bookkeepers pay from $125.00 to 
$150.00 per month. Samuel Scapellato seconded the motion. The vote was 4 ayes, and Mykola 
Myronowskyj abstained.  The motion carried and the bookkeepers pay will increase to $150.00 
per month in 2024.  
 
Public Comments 
Chief of the Fire Department: Not Present 
 
President of the Fire Department: Not Present  
 
Others: Not Present  
 
 
7. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Andrew Bellone Jr. and seconded by Joseph 
Scapellato.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 19:31 hours. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj 
Secretary of the Board 
Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4 
Township of Franklin, Gloucester County NJ 
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