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OCTOBER 7
Worship (Comm)- 10:30 AM
Coffee Fellowship & SOUP SUNDAY- 11:30 AM
Faith Development - 11:45 AM
Hospitality - 11:45 AM
Women’s Great Banquet
OCTOBER 14
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship & K-5th grade Church School - 10:30
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
W & M - 11:45 AM

Special points of interest:

Trustee Happenings
Youth Group
Sunday School

OCTOBER 21
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship & K-5th grade Church School - 10:30
Coffee Fellowship & SOUP SUNDAY - 11:30 AM
OCTOBER 28
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship & K-5th grade Church School - 10:30
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
Quirky Quarters /Youth Halloween Party 5-7 PM

Halloween Party
Rev. Linda Skaggs Bench
Dedication
Worship Assistants

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church of Highland is to be
the HEART, HANDS, and FEET of Jesus Christ
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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8727 Delaware Street
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-

The PNC gave its report on the candidate that they are recommending for our next
pastor. The candidate will preach on September 30 and plans were made for the
congregational meeting that will follow. The Session thanked the PNC for their hard
work and dedication.

-

Eason Engle, President of the Trustees, gave a report on their progress. The Trustees
were thanked for keeping our building and properties in great shape.

-

Elder Cheryl Steen reported that the Ministry of Mission is planning on contributing to
the flood victims in the Carolinas through the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Fund.
( PDA) She also reported that soup sale dates have been set and the first dates will be
October 7 and 21.

-

Elder Charlotte Abernethy gave a report of the Faith Development Ministry. A Quirky
Quarters Spooky Event is being planned for October 28th from 5 to 7pm in conjunction
with the youth group.

-

Session members thanked Rev. Quincy Worthington for his assistance as our moderator
these past 9 months.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
For the Month of
August 31, 2018
Month of

Monthly

Year to

August

Budget

Date

Operating Revenue

$10,778.90

$11,586.00

$90,248.55

Operating Expenses

8,252.15

12,719.00

73,439.84

Excess (Deficit)

$2,526.75

$16,808.71

Gifts given in the months of September to the
Endowment Fund include:
In Memory of: William Cheesebrough & Mark Sleeman

These gifts were given by the following donors:
Vince & Debbie Catania, Lee Ann Cheesebrough, Carolyn Ham, Tom & Pam Porter,
Arletta Schaefer, John & Judy Toren

In Lieu of Flowers:
Tracy Opera - In Celebration of her mom, Jan Oprea’s birthday
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TRUSTEE HAPPENINGS
1. The new sidewalks are finished, except for a handrail on the back porch. The handrail is on order and should
be installed in 4-5 weeks.
2. Windows have been cleaned.
3. The landscape work is complete and the barren areas have been seeded. The brick walkway has new sand
and you can actually read the lettering on the bricks. 4. The south building gutters were cleaned.
5. We have installed new LED screw in bulbs throughout the church. New fluorescent bulbs are on order. The
bulbs are provided free of charge under a NIPSCO energy saving program. Savings should approach $200 per
month when all bulbs are installed.
6. The south building front doors have been painted and caulked.
7. Munster door has been contracted to add new weather stripping to the north building wood doors and the
south building wood doors.
8. The sound booth is finished and the sound equipment installed.
9. We gave the Session a prioritized list of projects and await further guidance.
10. We are securing a quote from Allen Landscaping to refresh the landscaping in the front entrances to the
south and north building.
Trustees
Eason, Winnie, Jeff, Debbie, Tom, Dennis and Jerry
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Our pantry is low after our last
delivery. Please buy an extra can or
two when you are shopping. We
especially need meat items. The
non-perishable items are always
needed and greatly appreciated.

Thank you!
September Shelter Cooking
Cheryl Steen and John & Judy Toren served 46 folks at the shelter in September. They
thoroughly enjoyed their meal of fish donated from the Episcopal Church of Griffith along
with several sides.
A huge thank you to the Episcopal Church for thinking of us when they have extra food in
their pantry; it certainly helps with our Mission budget.
Lee Ann, Judy, and Cheryl cooked the meal. We are in need of some helpers so please give us
a try; I guarantee you won’t regret the experience.

We are going to be doing our own
aluminum recycling now that we have
some volunteers. Jeff Savage and
Winnie Owen are willing to take over the
task. The cans will go in one container,
marked “CANS”, and the other container
will be for “ALUMINUM PANS AND
FOIL, ETC.” The recycling people want it
separated out. The money that we get for
this will be deposited into the general fund.
Please help us make this project
worthwhile and collect all the aluminum
that you “can.” I even have bags at my
neighbors!!!
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Youth Group is off to a GREAT start! We are in the midst of planning all the service and mission projects
for the year, as well as a few entertaining things. We are blessed to have Charlotte Abernethy back again!
She has been a Godsend for Dave and the Youth Group. A schedule will be out in a couple of weeks.
Thanks you Presbyterians for your continued and faithful support of the Youth!
For Homecoming, the girls of the Youth Group gathered again on the steps of our church to pose for their
pictures. It is so nice to see how much these young people love this church; that this place means so much
to them that they come here for pictures for some of the most important times in their lives.

FROM THE MOUTHS OF BABES….
(These are excerpts from sermons given by the Youth on Mission Trip Sunday, July 1st)

A few years ago, I stood up here and cried about a 4 year old boy named William, who had
touched my heart. This year, on this past mission trip to Cincinnati, Ohio, not one, but four 4
years old boys and one girl blessed my heart. They were so sweet and innocent and pure, that
it hurt so much to know that these kids, little preschoolers, didn’t have parents. They lived in a
small house with 10 other people, lived in a household where three different dads are present,
or even live in a house, where for the three days that they aren’t at the Church’s Summer
Camp, they may not eat. On this trip, I constantly thought, “What did they do to deserve this?
What did any of them do?”
And every single day, each of them walked in with a huge smile on their face, so excited to
play a board game with their buddy.
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New Beginning for Sunday School Classes
John Toren and Bonnie Perryman share the responsibly of the leading the adult class, Today’s World Class.
This class is continuing the chapter by chapter study of Genesis. The first lesson of this season was Chapter
32. They are using a workbook/guide printed by the Abington Press and authored by Walter Harrelson. A
typical Sunday would include reading a chapter aloud during class and looking for key discussion points based
on the unfolding story or from the history and culture of the time. The ultimate goal is to determine what we
are meant to learn from the text and how we can apply it to our lives today.

The second adult class is using ‘the Present Word’ written by retired Pastors and provided by PCUSA.
Currently they are studying the creation story as found in Genesis. Carol Callaway, Jennie Nestor, Barb Dye,
and Lois Fozkos rotate the leadership role. This is a scripture based, open discussion with question and answer
seeking periods. Both classes are held in the rooms across from the church offices and both classes begin at
9:00. Please consider participating in the group of your choice.

The children’s Sunday School meets during church generally beginning after the children’s sermon. On
Communion Sundays the children will leave the Sanctuary after the passing of the peace. The children are
presently studying Unit 1 – Jacob and Esau. Each topic is presented in four different ways with four teams of
teachers. Peggy Fozkos and Lois Fozkos teach the Bedouin Encampment/Bible@Your Fingertips/Bible
Improv. Jean Smith and Nancy Engle are responsible for the Created by the Spirit section. Mary and Martha
Bed and Breakfast or Eating is presented by Hilary Kikkert and Debbie Catania. Tracy Opera and Thor
Severson lead the discussion for Moved by the Spirit. Beginning in October, the next unit of study will be
Joseph and His Brothers.

SAVE THE DATE
HALLOWEEN PARTY is Sunday, October
28th at 5:00 PM. Come in costume. Enjoy,
fellowship, snacks and spooky activities.
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The Dedication
Immediately following church services on Sunday September 23, 2018, we all gathered in the garden for the
formal dedication of Reverend Linda Skaggs’ bench purchased by the church members upon her retirement.
It was a beautiful sunny day accented by the lovely flowers still in bloom.
Following the ceremony, that was led by our Clerk of Session, everyone joined in Fellowship Hall to enjoy a
potluck dinner.
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Policing the garden area for Linda's Bench Dedication
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU
Rodney Fozkos was asked to sharpen the kitchen
knives for the church. Upon finding them
unusable, he purchased two beautiful sets of
Cuisinart knives. A huge thank you to Rodney
for this kitchen gift!

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
4

Cheryl Steen

13

Nolan Severson

15

Bob Abernethy
Marlys Furnas

17

Lois Fozkos
Pam Porter
Eric Severson

The next meal will be on Saturday,
October 27th from 12 to 1 PM

The next meeting will be on Thursday, October 4th at 2:00 PM at the home of Peggy
Fozkos to discuss the book “Anatomy of a
Miracle” by Jonathan Miles.

19

Carol Callaway

22

Emily Graves

23

Dennis Van Kooten

24

Lana Sendejas

MURRAY FARIS
c/o Virginia Place
8253 Virginia Street, Apt. 604
Merrillville, IN 46410
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Prayers of Christian Sympathy to:
•

The Porter family on the death of Pam’s brother, Mark
Sleeman on September 10th.

The Prayer Circle meets every Monday. The meeting time has changed to 8:30 AM. We
pray for the people on this list, and for all other concerns named at that time. Please join us
whenever possible, and include the persons listed here in your daily devotional time.
Thank you.

Debbie Abernethy
Anthony - Suzanne Gruoner’s son
Alaina (Callaway)
Marge Ashton
Bapst Family (Callaway)
The Bouchee Family
Danny Bouchee
Sonny Buono
Mary Ann (Perryman)
Vicky Callaway
Art Calvin
Ina Chappell
I Sun Chong (Oprea)
Marian Clayton (Morton)
Carol Coolidge
Jim & Ede Corten
Steven Cox (Davidson)
Wanda Cullen (Holmes)
Ruth Dekker
Arlene Diekman
Barb Dye
Matt Hanft (Oprea)
Daniel Litwicki (Debbie Catania)
Murray Faris
Marlys Furnas
Mary Howe
Jaruis Family (L. Fozkos)
David Jones (Oprea)
Carol Johnson (Savage)

Barb Morton
Jill Muller (Steen)
Rick Parker
Calvin Scott
Larry Small (Mann)
Bonita Sutton (Nolen)
Shannon Churitch Sutton
Steve & Melinda
Dennis VanKooten
Cindy Waltz
In order to keep the prayer list
current, we need your input. If
there are people you would like
to have added or if there is
someone who can be taken off
the list, please call the Church
Office (838-6850).

•

We pray for those undergoing
treatment for cancer, the mentally ill
and their families, those recuperating,
those undergoing treatments and
those waiting for transplants.

•

We pray for our country.

•

We pray for our firemen and police
who help keep us safe at home.

•

We pray for our service men and
women.

•

We pray for the unemployed, the
under employed and the homeless.

•

We pray for those who are traveling.

•

We pray for those we hold silently in
our hearts.

•

We pray for all children in the world.

•

We pray for the work of the Holy
Spirit within the life of FPCH and
within each of us, that we may indeed
be and make disciples in each new
day.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Due to federal regulations about
privacy, we are no longer called
by hospitals about patient
admissions. Even if they ask you
for your church affiliation when
checking in, they do not call. If
you or your loved one would like a
visit while hospitalized, or would
like a home visit, please call the
church office at 219-838-6850.
Thank you!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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USHER SCHEDULE
OCTOBER 7
Eason & Nancy Engle
Cheryl Steen
OCTOBER 14
Shirley McKnight
Winnie Owen
Judy Toren
OCTOBER 21
Anettia Holmes
Laura Jones
OCTOBER 28
Bob & Charlotte Abernethy
Nancy O’Donnell

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

LITURGISTS
OCTOBER 7
Bonnie Perryman

10/7:
10/14:
10/21:
10/28:

OCTOBER 14
John Toren
OCTOBER 21
Vince Catania
OCTOBER 28
Tracy Oprea

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
FLOWERS
OCTOBER 7-28
OPEN

P. Fozkos/L. Fozkos
J. Smith/N Engle
H. Kikkert/D. Catania
T. Oprea/T. Severson

OCTOBER 7
George Griner
OCTOBER 14
OPEN
OCTOBER 21
Shirley McKnight
OCTOBER 28
Jan Oprea
Tracy Oprea
Ella Severson

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
HIGHLAND

COMMUNION: October 7th
Charlotte Abernethy
Cheryl Steen
John & Judy Toren

RIDES TO HERITAGE
WORSHIP
Call the Church Office
(838-6850)

Worship
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Mailing address: 8727 Delaware Street
Highland, Indiana 46322
Phone: (219) 838-6850
Fax: (219) 838-0827
E-mail: fpch@fpchighland.org

We’re on the Web!
www.fpchighland.org

