Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 406 50207 Emergency Tel: 079 69403762
Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org
2"d Sunday of Christmas
5% January 2025

Weekend Masses
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet 7:30pm Leitrim
Sun 9:00am Gargory  11:00am Dromara

Feast of Epiphany
6:30pm Dromara 8pm Leitrim

Mon 6th
Ther will be no weekday mass this week
Weekend 11th / 12th Masses as usual

The sick and housebound will be attended
week beginning Mon 13th Jan

I will be on holiday until Sat 11t Jan.
If there are any emergency sick calls or deaths,
please try Fr Brian Brown at 07496737619
or 028 97562410

‘We welcome into Drumgooland Parish
Fireann Eimear McAleavey

Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Parish 22nd £434 £932
Parish 29t £1,196 £1,252
Christmas £2,065 £3,374

Thank you for continuing to support your parish

Recently deceased
Liz McKay (nee Flynn), Ballynahinch
Mary McAnulty (nee O Hare), Carryduff

ANNIVERSARIES

Leitrim
Sean Keary MM
Eddie H & Rose E Ward
Bridie Madine
Pat & Aidan McAnulty

ar;
Francis Cunningham
Peter & Una Gribben
Dechomet
John & Margaret Leonard
Margaret Doyle
John Fitzpatrick

Dromara
Sun 12th Winnie & Jimmy McEvoy

Sat 4th

Sat 11th

Sun 5th

Sat 11th

SVP contact numbers
Dromara 07738838191 / Drumg 07825419067

Diocesan Safeguarding Officer: Stephen Sherry
07301246329 / safeguardingdirector@dromorediocese.org

Dear Parishioner,
The recent c{ays have had a mixture cf ﬁgﬁt
and darkness, it will take time for us to notice
the increase in ﬁgﬁt in the coming weeks, but
to know that it is ﬁa}a}aening isa comfort.
The end cf the year is one for fooﬁing back
and [ooﬁing forwara[
In 2024, the new cemetery at Dromara was
blessed By ﬂrcﬁﬁisﬁoy Famon Martin. This was
a project that took [onger to come to fmition
than exyectecf, but ﬁqoefu[fy it will serve the
Jocm’sﬁ for many decades to come.
There was additional car }Jarﬁing created at
Gargory, it is well used and met a need that
tﬁanﬁfuffy ref(ects a desire for yeop[e to come
togetﬁer and celebrate the Fucharist.
In 2025, Dromara will mark the Eicentenary of
the Eeginning of the Buifcﬁng of St Michael’s Church.
In 1825, a second schoolhouse was built at
‘.Magﬁemmayo. There were churches at Gargory
and Leitrim, the Buifcﬁng work at Dechomet had
Begun in 1822. There was a mass house in Finnis
at this time. Catholic Emancipation was not gmntecf
until 1829, cﬁaar[y the Joeqpfe were ahead of the times.
These Bui[d:[ngs were funcfecf Ey private suﬁscnjotions
and other Christian churches did donate to the costs.
Thank you to everyone who Eee}o the }mm’sﬁes alive, to
all who oﬁ(er their time and service in the various
ministries. Thank you for your generous ﬁnancia[
support to the yam’sﬁes and mysegf, Your support is
greatfy a}a}areciatec(, and it is not taken for gmntecf
In 2024, there were 16 Baytisms in Dromara and 29
in ‘Drumgoofancﬁ There were 7 marriages celebrated
within the }oam’sﬁes. Sadh , there were 24 funemfs.
The gm’ef stays with Jaeopfe, you are held in prayer
tﬁrougﬁout the year, but there is an awareness
that these c{ays can be }aarticufarfy cﬁﬁcicuft.
‘May we continue to pray for each other.
Fr Peter
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Sunday«lgffw—Me

THE WORD

GOD'S
PITCHED TENT

SECOMD SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

ssage

YearC«5 January 2025 « Cadowr: White « Pralter Weel 2

JOHH 1:1-18
Tha whole New Testamant i really an attampt to answar the question Jesus put to his
falkowers: “Wha do you 3y |am? But the Gospels aré nat biographies of Jasus. They don't tall
his story fram birth ba death; rather, they are reflections on his significance in God's plan af
salvation far the warld.

Today's Gospel affers 5t John's wonderful account of who Jesus is. In this prelude to his
Gospe, John cutines the bare bones af the Stary, which be will fillin a5 the rarative unfolds.

Johr's reflection Sprimgs from the wery beginning of creation. Jesus is the Ward of God,
present with God befors time began. Through him all things came to be, and he gives life 1o &l
that exists. He is God's only Son, through whom all of creation has the opportunity 19 share in
God's life. He has pltiched his tent in the medst of our world and begun hes mession, armauncesd
by John the Baptest. Cheist is the light that shines so brightly no darknéss can avercome it.
Same peophe have refused o recognise the light, and they Bnguh in the dakness. But thoge
witiy o Feae B Waord and respond bo birm will e cabad childrén of God.

As Christians, we are called to respond to God's word and fo be God's waice and Eght in our
winld today throwgh our lves and by our example. "B

REFLECT

ASH wag ane of my favourite TV

shows growing up. The betters stand

far Mobie Army Surgical Hospital,
and the show was shout 8 LS MASH unit in
Earea during the 19505 war It used humour
to highlight the hormar of wear, The lead
characters phaped the role of medics, and
the operating theatre was a lange camas
tenit, & movesble fisld hospital Through a
cormbination of skill and humous, they Ssought
to repair troops injured n battle.

Pope Francs s bo dascribe the church

&% 4 MASH unit. 1 see the church as a field
v it s Batthe,” he saye 10 S useloss
to ask & seriously injured person if they have
Figh cholestans] and about the lesweal of thair
blood sugars. You have 1o heal their wounds.
Thien we can talk about everything ke

Ir's & basutiful image of church - a2 5

MASH unit, a fexld hospital, where wounds
ara haaled, hops restored, and Ieercy -3
abundant—the church &% a big tent, offering
respate and refuge bo all

Today's Gospel contains one of thi mast
famows ines in all of Sorigture: “The Word
biscarna fesh and lived ameng w" But the
ariginal Greek tansktion puts it e this:
“The Ward becamse flesh and pitched tent
AT UL

God pitched tent among us. God established
a fieldd hospital fight hiere an earth. That
pitched tent, that Word, John says, i Jesus.

The idea of God ptching tent amang
humiarity draws on the richness of the

Oled Tesstaarmseerit. Teockany's Firset resactireg From
Ecclesiasticus tels us that the wisdom of God
pitcheed ber tent amars the pecsle of kxsel i
the book of Exehiel, God promises kraes "My
chaveslireg prlascce shosll be with thirn; and |l be
e G, ard they shal be my peopie ”

Dwring lsraed's wandesing in the desert aftes
Hhesir eseape Froem Egypt, the bent was the
place where God dwelt. God instructed Moses
by prut up & Tent of Meeting in the desert. This
berit was & moveable, lemporany, holy place
witeere they could encounter God and was the
farerunner of the grest Temgple of Jenssiem.

A bert has several advantages over a bemmple.
lmﬁlﬂmm:hm.ﬂulﬂ
mioveable &g the people made their Slow trek
ton thee Promigad Land, they Brought the bent
with therm, o be prtchusd whenewer iy S84 up
canmip. A symbol of Gosd always in Eheir midst.

Wit fird Ehve s image in boday's Gospal.
With the phrase pitched his tent,’ 5t John
caplures how God journeys with God's
peaple and is always available o them.
Like the MASH unit that pitches tent
whtreer it's neaded, God iz svailable o

LS Ay time, ampadiene.

Jesus i God's pitched tent, right hare inour
miidst. Wie no long er have to think of God

in the abstrsct, try bo conjure what God is
Bl Jesus shows us what Gad i like, Jesus
shiows us the face of God.

Light a candie as a reminder that Christ has
coime inkn your life

SAY
“You, Lord, are the light of the

world Help me to place my trost
inyou.”

Aetions revesl tha rue maessure of our wards

Jesus i the 'Word of God, the Word of life

e are called o speak God's word 1o others

Prary that you will being the mency and
compasson of God to all you meet.

The image of a pitched tent abss reminds us of
the fragie nature of the incarnation. A tent is a
temporary dwelling phsce, debeate, winerable.
I pitchiing tent amang s, God takes on al
our weaahnesses and limitstions. In Jiesus,
G ks whst it means 1o hunges, thirse, be
misunderstood, suffes & broken heart. God
even kriows whiat it's like bo die. n Jesus, God
hars whlly ermisraced the hurman condition,

A pitched tent is & beautiful image of God-
with-us. How should we respand o it? First,
1o always remember that God has pitched
tent amongst us. This means we can um o
God at all times and in every Skuation — in our
tears and Bughter, happiness and despair,
wien all i well with the world and when it's
nat. This is the consoling truth ow war-wesry
world badly nesds bo hear &% we verbure inta
another few year.

Second, it remmds us that we muest besorms
the kind of church Pope Francis wants: a field
haspital In other wands, that, collectively
and ind ividually, we be Christ to others. In
whiat we do, what we Say, the compassion we
diesplay the kove wee Show —we are & sign af
God's laving, healing presance in our word, &
tangible, concriste sign of God's pitched tent.

fiou could sy we ane the Hawkeye Piemce's,
the Margaret Houliban's, the Fr Mulcaly's of
the MASH unit that is the church. Like thoss
trnaless characters froem that classs show
wr muet bind up wounds and offer comfort,
healing, bove and laughber bo all we enoountes
along fe’s stomy road. B



