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GOAL STATEMENT: 

The legacy of a great university is determined by the ongoing impact that 

the university plays and maintains in the lives of its students, graduates and 

their families.  The interlocking civic culture and pride that our school 

esteems within us is why we are always Pitt.  The vibrant urban campus 

life of our youth and current facilities that we share have become the 

concrete base of our families, friends, fellow alumni, The City of Pittsburgh 

and beyond.  Nothing embodies this more than the football “game day” 

atmosphere and camaraderie found on our Oakland campus.  Nothing 

means that more to us than Pitt Stadium.  With that determined goal, we 
are building THE NEW PITT STADIUM.  Hail to Pitt!   

 

 

 



 

 

 

CURRENT ATHLETIC FACILITY FOOTPRINT: 

While our Pitt Athletic Teams are thriving in the ACC, nothing can be more 

polar opposite in terms of the physical condition and layout of our athletic 

facilities.  While there are indeed excellent individual facilities that include 

the Cost Center and the Petersen Sports Complex and Center, the lack of a 

well thought out and planned facilities footprint has wasted the tremendous 

urban space for Pitt Athletics “up on the Hill”, and has unfortunately laid 

the groundwork for our potential future decline as a successful school in 
athletics. 

As we know, College Football is the most financial successful element of any 

Athletic Department in America.  It provides the economic base from 

which all other sports radiate from monetarily.  Pitt’s Athletic Future will 

be determined by it.  The cohesiveness of College Football and campus life 

is undeniable.  The continuity of millions of people connected to a 

university is determined by the interlocking facilities found well situated in 

the middle of campus.  As many other unversities have discovered, the 

great enthusiasm for a school is pumped through the lives of our students 

and alumni in the heart of a campus.  We aren’t just going to a game.  We 

are going to our school, and the economic multipliers will follow us.  It is 
Pitt’s cultural and economic future.   

Whether we are planning in this cyber and information age to connect only 

through invisble air waves, we need to be forewarned that the vibrancy of 

any city or university is the physical interaction of its people.  From 

Bloomfield to the Strip District or Downtown to Hazelwood, as Pericles, the 

first great Mayor of Ancient Athens stated centuries ago, “All things good 
flow into the city.”  And all things good flow directly to Pitt. 

To this end, we are determined to create an urban space to serve as the 

home of Pitt Athletics for many generations to come.  The first step is to 

build The New Pitt Stadium on the Oakland Campus of The University 
of Pittsburgh. 

 

 

 



 

 

CURRENT ATHLETIC FACILITIES FOOTPRINT: 

 

 

The Athletics Facilities Footprint (outlined in yellow) is not only haphazard, but it 

completely wastes/ruins the great urban space presented in this plan located at The 

University of Pittsburgh - Oakland Campus. 

 

 

 

    This does not include the Pitt Football Facilities / Southside 



 

THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT SOLUTION: 

 

 

The parcels of land in this photo (27-N-95-0-2 and 27-N-120) are the 

development plan parcels for The New Pitt Stadium.  They are both 

owned by the university.  The New Pitt Stadium will serve as the axle 

upon which all other Pitt athletic facilities will “wheel spoke” out from in a 

radial geometric form.  The New Pitt Stadium is the heart of the new 

Pitt Athletic Footprint.  Numerous other universities use this same 

development concept plan most notably The University of Cincinnati / 
Nippert Stadium and Athletic Complex.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The New Pitt Stadium has the unbridled potential to fit anywhere into 
the parcels in the photos presented.  This is one of many designs. 
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Some years ago, The University of Pittsburgh created an architectural 

rendering of The New Pitt Stadium.  Unfortunately, under the leadership 

at the time, priorities were placed elsewhere.  The drawing above is smaller 

than the current plan proposes, however new architectural drawings are 

being made to accommodate the 21st Century needs for Pitt’s Athletic 
Facilities Footprint.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    

 

The Athletic Facility Footprint / UC as shown above uses the Nippert Stadium as the 

axle to the spoke wheel (black arrows) flow development to the other most notable 

athletic and student facilities on the map (yellow triangles).  This conceptual idea for 

The University of Pittsburgh is shown on the next page.  

 

 



 

 

 

The New Pitt Stadium will be interconnected to every existing and future athletic 

facility.  The axle upon which all Pitt Athletics will thrive.  The above map mirrors the 

development concept on the previous page.  The next pages illustrate the future 

potential. 
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As Pitt grows in the future decades, the entire footprint above may very well include all 

of the area outlined in yellow.  The potential for the entire University of Pittsburgh 

could include research facilities, classroom halls, dormitories and hospital development. 
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When the future decades arrive, Pitt Athletics will be well situated to expand and thrive 

with the above outlined areas above serving as its core.  The yellow outlined areas will 

be the second phase of development after The New Pitt Stadium is built.  These 

areas are the future of all of our Olympic sports.  Eventually, every athletic facility in 

the above map will be interconnected.  The next page illustrates this future flow plan. 
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The yellow figures above show the complete interconnectedness of all of the Pitt Athletic 

Facilities both present and future.  It is within this designed heart / axle of The New 

Pitt Stadium Development Plan that the new urban athletic complex will be used by 

the entire University of Pittsburgh. 

 

                        

 



 

 

THE NEW PITT STADIUM 

Architectural design of New Pitt Stadium will be based off a concrete base and bowl 

shaped stadium.  There are many, many design ideas for this stadium.  It will not 

simply be the “cut out of a mountain” old Pitt Stadium.  The financial costs to that are 

prohibitive.  In keeping with tradition and Pitt Football history, the grand oval 

designed stadium is the overwhelming choice. 

 

Above is a general rendering of the concrete base the will anchor The New Pitt 

Stadium.  With steel columns and brackets, the entire stadium will be built with this 

base and will overhang the parcel lines, streets and walkways with street closings and 

easements from The City of Pittsburgh.  The following page illustrates the stadium 

seating.  Two design models for The New Pitt Stadium are 1) the “Buildup Model” 

and / or 2) the “Build Above Model”. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The above drawing illustrates the “buildup” model from a concrete base rather than the 

Old Pitt Stadium of “digging into the hill” concept.  The issue is to lower the cost to 

build.  The New Pitt Stadium may be able to provide covered seating as seen on the 

super box / club side of the field or open seating on the near side of this drawing (in 

yellow above). 

The oval concept is vital to building this stadium.  It is historic, economical and 

aesthetically important.  Whether building “up” to create seating as shown above or 

building the stadium seating “on top” of a concrete base, the views of all seats will be 

excellent and not set back from the field.  With proper acoustic design, The New Pitt 

Stadium will also be as formidable “in sound” as Seattle Seahawks Stadium.  

                             

 

 

 

        Super Box & Club Area 

scoreboard           scoreboard 

Seating in   

yellow       

(overhang) 
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Above is the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Stadium with the design concept of “Build 

Above” model.  With the concrete base, over hanging seats can be constructed to 

accommodate seating.  While this stadium was an 80,000 seat capacity, New Pitt 

Stadium will be 45-50,000.  The need for overhang seats will be greatly reduced from 

above photo.  Also, the structural supports located above the seating (yellow arrow) 

were used for weather cover which may be cost prohibitive for The New Pitt Stadium. 

Below is a more distinct rendering of what seating will look like at New Pitt Stadium.  

 

 



 

 

 

These are potential design features of overhanging seats traversing walkways, streets 

and easements for The New Pitt Stadium. The seat grade will be expanded to remove 

the steepness of decline to accommodate a 45-50,000 seat stadium. 

 

 

Below, these drawings are various seating concepts to 

accommodate overhanging seats both steepness and grade. 



 

 

 

 

The overhanging seats at Fenway Park, Boston, can be used at The New Pitt Stadium 

to maintain walkways and streets to accommodate people movement both ingress and 

egress.  Also, the large vehicles and trucks needed for game broadcasts, team 

movement and supplying the super box and club areas of The New Pitt Stadium will 

find it easy to access their gates and entrances.  Additionally, Computer Generated 

Stadium Façades exemplify what the natural stone walls of Old Pitt Stadium will look 

like at The New Pitt Stadium.  



 

 

 

The New Pitt Stadium:  A view of an actual facade is seen below at Citi Field in New 

York City.  The stone work motif adds to the history of the sport culture.    
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Regarding the concrete base of The New Pitt Stadium, no matter the configuration 

implied or actual in this plan, the seating structure above this base will not only be more 

structurally sound than Heinz Field, but it will also provide a near perfect viewing 

seating area much like Old Pitt Stadium (where there was never a bad seat in the house!) 

 

Additionally, The New Pitt Stadium will afford spectacular views of The Cathedral & 

Downtown Pittsburgh.   
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The steel and concrete underpinnings of The New Pitt Stadium will make it more 

secure and functional than both Heinz Field and Old Pitt Stadium.  The New Pitt 

Stadium will not have a “swaying” problem like Heinz Field, and unlike Old Pitt 

Stadium, it will be both state of the art and fan friendly with numerous HD scoreboards, 

super boxes / club areas & seating, concession stands, bathrooms and passable 

concourses. 

 

PARKING: 

Unlike rural areas that serve as the campuses for some universities, The University of 

Pittsburgh is a vibrant and growing urban campus.  Old Pitt Stadium was built for 

60,000 people to attend football games.  The New Pitt Stadium will 

accommodate 45 to 50,000.  There will be a need for 15,000 parking 

spaces to use on game day at The New Pitt Stadium.  By all accounts, there 

are currently 15,000 parking spots available within a 1 mile distance from The 

New Pitt Stadium.  Many things have changed in almost 15 years in Oakland.  One of 

the most pleasant changes has been the overwhelming growth in parking 

facilities and urban transportation systems in the area ~ ALL WITHIN ONE 

MILE OF THE NEW PITT STADIUM.  The following maps illustrate: 
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        Yellow Dots indicate parking available for New Pitt Stadium on game days 



 

 

 

Pitt, CMU & UPMC Parking Map – James Santelli 

https://jamessantelli.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/pitt-parking-map.png 
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PITT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM: 

The Pitt Shuttle Transportation System is one of the finest urban campus transportation 

systems in the country.  It services more people daily and annually than the third 

largest public transportation system in Pennsylvania (LANTA – Lehigh Allentown 

Northampton Transportation Authority).  It has state of the art computer / social 

media / smart phone technology currently in use that can tell a student or Pitt Fan 

(trying to get to the stadium on game day) exactly to the minute when the shuttle or bus 

will arrive at their position for transit to The New Pitt Stadium.  The small drawings 

below / the Pitt Shuttle routes illustrate the outstanding transit coverage of the Pitt 

Campus/ CMU / Oakland area by the Pitt Shuttle System.  

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

While all of these routes are excellent in servicing the Oakland Campus, the best and 

most used route on game day to The New Pitt Stadium will be the following below. 

  

The main purpose for building The New Pitt Stadium is to create an urban festival 

atmosphere throughout Oakland, Pennsylvania for at least six Saturdays in the fall of 

every year.  Everyone is encouraged to come to the Pitt Campus, eat and drink in our 

restaurants, recreate in our park areas, patronize the businesses in Oakland and watch 

Pitt win its football game every fall weekend.  However, if you just want to park near 

The New Pitt Stadium and take a ride to your seats at the game, Pitt has that covered 

as well. It is much better than parking, traversing highways and rivers at Heinz Field.  

P 

The Pitt Shuttle Route 10A Upper 

Campus puts fans within 1.5 blocks 

from any parking lot on the Pitt 

Campus.  The additional Pitt Shuttle 

Routes service every single parking 

facility public or private at Pitt, CMU & 

every Oakland, PA Area Hospital site. 



  

 

 

Currently, a final rendering of The New Pitt Stadium is being put out to bid with 

architectural firms.  The historic features of Pitt Stadium will undoubtedly be 

preserved. 

     

 

 

The place where the old & the new meet.  THE NEW PITT STADIUM.   

HAIL TO PITT! 

 

 

 

 

 


