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Gene Rudolph harvests a plot of corn Nov.
28 south of Popple Creek off of Golden
Spike Road in Sauk Rapids. He and his wife
Shirley live in rural Sauk Rapids.
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Minnesota herd numbers
rapidly decline as market
concerns remain

Those selling out
find a new purpose
BY JENNIFER COYNE
STAFF WRITER

PIERZ – Doug Stangl
will always consider himself a
dairyman although he no longer has a milking herd to call
his own.
Stangl and his wife, Brenda, were one of 28 farm families across the state of Minnesota who exited the industry in
October.
“I was scared to sell out,
but I knew I had to,” said
Stangl, who sold his 88 milking cows Oct. 30 at his farm
near Pierz.
The state has 2,914 operating dairy herds – 2,689 Grade
A and 225 Grade B farms –
according to the Minnesota
Department of Agriculture’s
October report.
While the report indicates
28 fewer herds than in September, it is a stark contrast to
what made up the state’s dairy
industry at the beginning of
2018, and even more so than
this time last year.
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The state has seen a
loss of 162 farms in the last
10 months. Year over year,
Minnesota has lost 249
dairy herds.
As the demographics of
the dairy industry change
– with the average age of
American farmers being
58, according to the United
States Department of Labor, and a fewer number of
people wanting to enter the
profession – hanging up the
milking units may be the
only option for many dairy
farmers across the state.
Additionally, the economy continues to play a more
significant role in anyone’s
decision to leave the industry.
“In 1989, I was getting more for my milk,”
Stangl said. “I was producing 400 pounds of milk per
day more now, but I get less
money. In July, there was a
slight hike in milk prices,
but I also saw a decrease in
milk. With bills at the end of
the day, there was nothing
left.”

to competitions
Quade trains,
competes with horses
BY ELIZABETH HOAG
STAFF WRITER

OAK PARK — Christine
Quade, of Quade Performance
Horses, has trained horses for
years. Some of the animals and
their riders have become national
and world competitors.
Quade’s most recent competition
took place in Tulsa, Okla. Nov. 2-10 at
the 2018 Color Breed Congress.
“I took Katie Novak’s horse …,” said
Quade, who has a bachelor’s degree from
St. Cloud State University in medical
technology. “We were judged by four
judges and were placed fourth, fourth, fifth
and eighth. We ended up sixth overall in
the junior hunter under saddle class.”
Quade, who works at the St. Cloud
Veterans Affairs Health Care System,
has been riding horses ever since she can
remember. She learned to ride from her
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Christine Quade (right) stands with
Katie Novak’s horse Nov. 23 at her
residence in Oak Park. Quade owns
Quade’s Performance Horses.
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Christine Quade rides a horse as they compete in a keyhole event at the Western Saddle Club Association Champ
Show at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds in St. Paul in September. Quade learned how to ride and train horses from
her mother Sue Corrigan and mentor Lloyd Anderson.

Performance
Horses
has helped thousands
of horses and horse
owners prepare for
competitions.
Quade
herself has competed
across the United States.
“We compete in
English hunt, western
pleasure
events,
showmanship
and
games such as barrel
racing,
key
hole

QUALITY PRODUCTS…
PEOPLE WHO CARE.
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• Pet foods
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We have everything you
need for your cheese box…
even the box!
Create a fantasy gift box for a
friend or just for yourself!

PRODUCTS YOU CAN COUNT ON!

PLUS
MANY
MORE!

and pole bending,”
Quade said. “Pleasure
events are kind of like
ballroom dancing with
a 1,200 pound partner.
They are judging how
well the horse moves,

and how well the rider
rides or presents the
horses.”
The group also
competes in game
events judged on speed.
“Whoever
runs

specific patterns the
fastest and leaves the
poles, or barrels up,
wins,” she said.
The next world
show Quade will attend
will be in June 2019 in
Tulsa, Okla. at the Pinto
World Championship
Show.
Quade juggles her
horse-training time with
working full time. Her
days start at 3:15 with
coffee and breakfast,
She starts feeding and
watering the horses by
3:45.
“I’m on my way to
work at about 5:20 to
start working at the VA
by 6 a.m.,” Quade said.
I work until 2:30 p.m.
I start riding, training
and giving lessons in
the barn from 3:30 p.m.
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Christine Quade rides a horse around the arena Nov. 23
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responsibilities of the
home and children.
“I have an extremely
understanding family
that never makes me
feel guilty when I end
up in the barn, taking
care of a problem,”
Quade said. “My boss
at the VA, Beth Stark,
understands me and
my craziness. I love my
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guys at the VA, which
is why I’ve never quit.”
As busy as her
schedule is, Quade does
not let challenges slow
her down.
“Winter can be
difficult,” she said. “Just
getting the manure out
of the barn some days
is a challenge. I also
struggle with fatigue.
I am constantly on the
go, but life is interesting
enough to keep me
awake and going with a
little bit of coffee and a
whole lot of Jesus.”
Quade said her
equestrian involvement
is rewarding.
“I love horses,”
she said. “I love the
challenge of taking a
youngster and turning

Dairy
decline
from front

For nearly 30 years,
Stangl made a career of
dairy farming, first helping his father milk cows
when he was 5 years
old. Stangl’s son was the
youngest generation to
dairy farm, but chose to
leave the farm in pursuit
of another occupation.
“My son thanked
me
for how dairy farmA
ing shaped him, and how
it was super fun for him
to do,” said Stangl, who
milked 48 cows at the
time his son was also involved.
Stangl was a part of
a milk route in central
Minnesota that picked
up two larger farms’
milk first. Then, Stangl’s
milk topped off the semi
load.
However,
when
Stangl’s son left the
family farm, Stangl and
his wife had to search
for additional labor.
“There’s never been
a worse time to sell
cows, but I did it because
I can’t compete anymore,” Stangl said. “I
was unable to compete
with the commercialization of big farms and
lacked reliable help.”
Over the last few
months, Stangl put advertisements in newspapers and area agriculture publications but
received little feedback.
“I did get a couple
of texts, but no one ever
showed up for interviews,” Stangl said.

them into a functioning
adult. I live my life by
setting goals and then
taking the baby steps to
attain those goals. I love
the smell of the barn and
the peace I get from the
one-on-one relationship
with the horses. … It
was never a thought
in my mind not to ride
horse,” Quade said.
“It’s like waking up and
brushing my teeth, it’s
just how it is. It’s a part
of who I am.”
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Sarenna Forquette (front,
from left), Torie Quade,
Christine Quade, Coral
Henke, Colleen Sheeley
and (back) Katie Quade
stand with a horse outside
of Quade’s arena Nov. 23 in
Oak Park. Christine Quade
trains horses and their
owners how to compete
in world and national
competitions.

In Minnesota, the
minimum wage is $7.87
per hour, as of Jan. 1.
However, many businesses pay well above
that and may offer benefits. Not to mention, the
lack of physical labor
and required hours for
jobs outside of agriculture appeal to many job
seekers.
“The average worker is worth the price of
milk, so about $14.80,”
Stangl said. “But I can’t
pay much more than that.
And, nobody else outside
of the industry gets up
seven days a week; it’s
too tough of a lifestyle.”
Before choosing to
sell the cows, Stangl
entertained the idea of
increasing his herd size
and replacing his milking system with a parlor.
However, that option
only further tied Stangl
up on the farm and would
cost him in additional
feed purchases.
“I liked to milk seven
times a week, but take
off at night and be in the
field,” Stangl said.
When the Stangls decided it was time to end
their long-time career
and pursue another venture, Stangl had a couple
bucket list items to check
off to make his dairy
herd sale memorable.
He wanted to wait
and sell out once the
milking herd surpassed
72 cows, and he also
wanted to have a tent
sale – both of which he
accomplished Oct. 30.
Now, Stangl has
found a new purpose in
the industry by custom
raising dairy heifers.
“Everyone wants me
to raise heifers,” Stangl

said. “People like to
have their heifers custom
raised because it allows
them more time spent
with their cows.”
While Stangl no
longer has milk cows,
he retained his youngstock and cropland. He
will use his corn crop
to finish out his heifers
as dairy steers, creating
more space to raise heifers for neighboring dairy
farmers.
As the pain of exiting the industry will only
subside with time, Stangl remains hopeful as he
thinks of the possibilities
of his golden years.
With cows no longer
on the farm site, Stangl
has more time to spend
with his grandchildren,
who are quickly growing.
“I couldn’t keep
them overnight before,
because without any help
I had to be in the barn
and the kids can’t be by
themselves,” Stangl said.
“Although, the farm is a
good place for kids to
grow up and be familiar
with.”
Stangl also has more
time to hunt and fish
with his son.
Despite
declining
herd numbers, Minnesota has a strong dairy
infrastructure, remaining
one of the nation’s top
10 milk producing states,
according to the United
States Department of
Agriculture.
For some, though,
exiting
Minnesota’s
dairy sector is a step in a
better direction.
“The smartest thing
I did was get out of the
industry,” Stangl said.

MORE

FOR YOUR

Money!
!

25-101 HP

0% Financing O.A.C.
for Up to 72 Months
or FREE Loader
in Lieu of Financing

• 2 Year Bumper-to-Bumper Protection
PLUS an Additional 4 Years of Powertrain Coverage
• 6 Year Warranty that Includes Parts and Labor,
with No Deductible.
• All Features/Options/Extras Come Standard for One Price

BA48-Dec1-1B-JW

Quade

SAUK RAPIDS HERALD | SATURDAY, DEC. 1, 2018 | Page 3B

Test Drive One Today!
WOLLER EQUIPMENT, INC. 320-573-2341 • www.wollerequipment.com • 1 Mile NE of Upsala on Hwy. 238

BENTON AG
Plus

To advertise in Benton Ag
Plus contact your marketing
specialist below
Warren Stone
St. Cloud
warren@star-pub.com
320-249-9182
Tim Vos
Sauk Rapids
tim@saukherald.com
tim@albanyenterprise.com
320-492-6987

Brent Plumski
Morrison, Northern Benton, Kanabec,
Pine, Mille Lacs & Sherburne Counties,
Foley, Rice, Royalton and Little Falls
brent.p@star-pub.com
320-249-2718
Brian Trattles
Holdingford and Bowlus
brian.t@saukherald.com
320-491-0512

Page 4B | SATURDAY, DEC. 1, 2018 | SAUK RAPIDS HERALD

BENTON AG

Public Notices

Public Notices

SAUK RAPIDS-RICE INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 47
REGULAR SEMI-MONTHLY BOARD MEETING
Wednesday, November 14, 2018
A special meeting of the Sauk Rapids-Rice ISD 47 Board
of Education was called to order by Chair Hauck Wednesday,
November 14, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. in the District Office Board
Room.
ROLL CALL
Members present included Braun, Butkowski, Hauck,
Holthaus, and Rogholt. Others present were Superintendent
Sinclair and Director of Human Resources and Administrative
Services White.
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA
A motion was made by Braun, seconded by Butkowski
and unanimously carried by a margin of five to approve the
meeting’s “Agenda.”
ACTION
ADOPTION OF THE RESOLUTION CANVASSING
ELECTION RETURNS
A motion was made by Rogholt, seconded by Butkowski
and unanimously carried by a margin of five to adopt the Resolution Canvassing Returns of Votes of School Board General
Election, following the Canvassing Board’s inspection of Independent School District No. 47 abstract of votes cast and totaled in each precinct in the November 6, 2018 General Election, pursuant to M.S. 204C.32 to 204C.39. (M.S. 204C.31,
Subd.).
RESOLUTION CANVASSING RETURNS
OF VOTES OF SCHOOL DISTRICT GENERAL ELECTION
BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of Independent
School District No. 47, as follows:
1. It is hereby found, determined and declared that the
general election of the voters of the district held on November
6, 2018, was in all respects duly and legally called and held.
2. As specified in the attached Abstract and Return of
Votes Cast, a total of 12,035 voters of the district voted at said
election on the election of three (3) school board members for
four-year term vacancies on the board caused by expiration of
term on the first Monday in January next following the general
election as follows:
Candidate
Lisa Loidolt
15.27%
Candidate
Robyn L. Holthaus
14.57%
Candidate Lisa J. Braun
14.12%
Candidate
Phil Rogholt
13.84%
Candidate Michael Keehr
10.40%
Candidate
Bryce Johnson
9.10%
Candidate Andrew Lindeman
7.96%
Candidate
Rebecca Revermann
7.16%
Candidate Brenda Joy Woggon
7.14%
Candidate
Write In Total
.44%
3. Candidate, Lisa Loidolt, Robyn Holthaus and Lisa J.
Braun, having received the highest number of votes, are elected to four year terms beginning the first Monday in January,
2019.
4. The school district clerk is hereby authorized to certify
the results of the election to the county auditor of each county
in which the school district is located in whole or in part.
STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) SS
COUNTY OF BENTON
)
I, the undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting clerk of

SAUK RAPIDS-RICE INDEPENDENT
Sauk Rapids-Rice ISD 47, State of Minnesota, hereby certify
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 47
that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct transcript of the
REGULAR
SEMI-MONTHLY BOARD MEETING
minutes of a meeting of the School Board of said school disMonday, October 22, 2018
trict duly called and held on the date therein indicated, so far
A semi-monthly meeting of the Sauk Rapids-Rice ISD
as such minutes relate to canvassing the results of the general
election on the election of four members to the Board of Edu- 47 Board of Education was called to order by Chair Hauck
cation of said school district, and that the resolution included Monday, October 22, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. in the Media Center
therein is a full, true, and correct copy of the original thereof. at Rice Elementary.
ROLL CALL
Members present included Braun, Butkowski, Hauck,
WITNESS MY HAND officially as such clerk this 14th day
Holthaus,
Morse, Rogholt, and Solarz. Others present were
of November 2018.
Lisa J. Braun, ISD Superintendent Sinclair, Director of Business Services Johnson, Rice Principal Paasch, Director of Food Service Kania,
47
School Board Clerk and SRRHS Student Council Representatives Bukowski and
Taylor.
ADOPTION OF THE RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING IS- APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA
A motion was made by Holthaus, seconded by Rogholt
SUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION AND DIRECTING SCHOOL DISTRICT CLERK TO PERFOR OTH- and unanimously carried to approve the meeting’s “Agenda.”
STUDENT RECOGNITION
ER ELETION DUTIES CONSENT
The Board of Education and District Administration recA motion was made by Butkowski, seconded by Rogholt
and unanimously carried by a margin of five to adopt the Res- ognized ten Rice Elementary students for their kindness. Stuolution Authorizing Issuance of Certificates of Election and dents recognized were: Spencer Ackerman – grade five, son
Directing School District Clerk to Perform Other Election Re- of Chuck and Linda; Conner Koll – grade five, son of Jakin
and Nicole; Isaac Thiele – grade four, son of Aaron and Alilated Duties.
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF CERTIFI- cia; Annella Rogers – grade four, daughter of Paul and Krista;
CATES OF ELECTION AND DIRECTING SCHOOL DIS- Lyla Beehler – grade three, daughter of Richard and Kristin;
Callahan Bourassa – grade two, daughter of Adam and LauTRICT CLERK TO PERFORM OTHER ELECTION
ren; Evelyn Skaj – grade one, daughter of Kevin and Jennifer;
RELATED DUTIES
WHEREAS, the board has canvassed the general election Carson Zwilling – grade one, son of Jason and Jennifer; Elena
Petitto – grade one, daughter of Gregory and Sarah; and Grace
for school board members held on November 6, 2018.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the School Dohrman – kindergarten, daughter of Gary and Deb.
Board of Independent School District No. 47, State of Min- CONSENT AGENDA
A motion was made by Morse, seconded by Braun and unaninesota, as follows:
1. The chair and clerk are hereby authorized to execute mously carried to approve the meeting’s “Consent Agenda.”
certificates of election on behalf of the school board of Inde- PUBLIC INPUT
Community member Myron Wilson addressed the Board
pendent School District No.47 to the following candidates:
at 7:49 p.m. regarding the General Election. Mr. Wilson is
a. Lisa Loidolt
running for House of Representative in District 15B.
b. Robyn Holthaus
ACTION
c. Lisa J. Braun
who have received a sufficiently large number of votes to be APPROVAL FOR ADDITIONAL NOON HOUR PARAelected to fill vacancies on the board caused by expiration of PROFESSIONAL TIME
A motion was made by Braun, seconded by Solarz and
term on the first Monday in January next following the elecunanimously
carried to approve an additional noon hour paration, based on the results of the canvass.
2. The certificate of election shall be in substantially the professional for 1.67 hours daily. The request is based on
student supervision and flow through the cafeteria during the
form attached hereto
3. After the time for contesting the election has passed and lunch hour.
the candidate has filed all campaign financial reports required ADOPTION OF PROPOSED POLICIES
A motion was made by Holthaus, seconded by Rogholt
by Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 211A, the clerk of the school
board is hereby directed to deliver the certificates to the per- and unanimously carried to adopt
• #521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination) is a “mandasons entitled thereto personally or by certified mail.
4. The clerk is hereby directed to enclose with the cer- tory policy” and would replace current policy #521 (Student
tificate a form of acceptance of office and oath of office in Disability Nondiscrimination).
• #521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination Grievance Resubstantially the form attached here to
port Form) is a “mandatory form” and would replace current
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business appearing before the Board, a motion form #521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination Grievance
was made by Butkowski, seconded by Holthaus and unani- Report Form).
mously carried by a margin of five to adjourn the meeting at • #526 (Hazing Prohibition) is a “mandatory policy” and
would replace current form #526 (Hazing Prohibition).
10:19 a.m.
Respectfully submitted, ADJOURNMENT
With no further business appearing before the Board,
Lisa J. Braun, Board of Education Clerk
Sauk Rapids-Rice ISD 47 a motion was made by Butkowski, seconded by Morse and
R-48-1B unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Lisa J. Braun, Board of Education Clerk
Sauk Rapids-Rice ISD 47
Notice of Public Hearing
R-48-1B
The Benton County Board of Commissioners will conduct a public hearing on December 18, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. in
the Benton County Boardroom, 531 Dewey Street, Foley, for
Awesome Oranges!
the purpose of taking public testimony on possible changes to
the Benton County fee schedule. All persons interested may
ONLY
appear and be heard at the time and place set forth above.
99*
Individuals unable to attend the public hearing can make writSpecial
limited
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tor, Benton County Courthouse, 531 Dewey Street, Box 129,
SAVE $18!
Foley, Minnesota 56329. Written comments must be received
$37.99
prior to the public hearing. A copy of the current fee schedule
and proposed changes can be obtained from the Benton CounCall 1-866-930-2098 to order item 494X
ty website (www.co.benton.mn.us) or by calling the Benton
or Visit HaleGroves.com/N19497
* Only $19.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $5.99 shipping and handling to
County Administrator’s Office at 968-5000.
48 contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. IC: H9VH-N291
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EMPLOYMENT

WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

EARLY CHILDHOOD
COORDINATOR
FT, 183 Days. New London-Spicer
Schools. Early Childhood license required.
See
www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment
for
more
information.

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
Running or not. 1985 and older
motorcycles.
Top
cash
paid!
Call
or
text
608/332-5961

SAVE ON YOUR
NEXT PRESCRIPTION
World Health Link. Price match guarantee! Prescriptions required. CIPA
certiﬁed.
Over
1,500
medications
available. Call today for a free price
quote.
866/237-5131
Call
now!

RAW (COOPERSTOWN, ND)
Full-time traveling Commercial Applicators for railroad vegetation control, 6080 hours/week, competitive wage and
beneﬁts, plus meal allowance, paid lodging.
888/700-0292 info@rawapplicators.com
www.rawapplicators.com

HELP WANTED
BRINKS 104 CLUB
is hiring a kitchen manager to lead our
team. Looking for an advancement
opportunity? Call 320/366-3499 or
send resume to bahonny@yahoo.com
LARGE TURKEY FARM
Appleton,
MN
hiring
repair
&
maintenance
minded,
equipment
operators and general labor workers. Valid driver’s license required.
$12-$18/hr. Call Brad 320/297-0142

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE
FREON R12 WANTED:
Certiﬁed buyer will pay CA$H for R12
cylinders or cases of cans. 312/291-9169;
w w w. r e f r i g e r a n t f i n d e r s . c o m

MISCELLANEOUS
EARN CASH DAILY
Working
at
home,
easy
work.
Excellent pay. Start immediately. Amazing recorded message reveals details.
Call anytime 218/743-6566 Ext. # 7
START SAVING
BIG ON MEDICATIONS
Up To 90% Savings from 90DAYMEDS!
Over
3,500
Medications
available!
Prescriptions
req’d.
Pharmacy checker approved. Call today
for Your free quote 844/209-2877

A PLACE FOR MOM
The nation’s largest senior living
referral service. Contact our trusted,
local experts today! Our service is
free, no obligation. Call 844/347-2104
DONATE YOUR CAR
truck or boat to Heritage For The
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax
deductible, free towing, all paperwork taken care of 844/220-9501
DISH TV $59.99
For 190 channels. $14.95 high speed
internet. Free installation, smart HD
DVR included, free voice remote. Some
restrictions apply. Call 855/562-4309

Advertise here statewide in 260 + newspapers
for only $279 per week! Call 800-279-2979

Let us help you
customize your farm

BA24-tfnB-TV

Reg. Price

Call
Randy
or
Derek
Today!
Free Estimates
ates • Free Delivery
Locally Owned and Operated

• Residential • Agricultural • Light Commercial • Drafting
St. Martin, MN • www.lifestylelumber.com • 320-548-3459 • 800-699-9774
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Considerations for buying corn seed in 2019

BY NATHAN DREWITZ
University of
MN Extension

Growers
Association
both have information
available online.
Identify an acceptable
maturity range based
on growing degree days
required for a hybrid to
reach maturity. Selected
hybrids should reach
maturity at least 10 days
before the first average
freeze to allow for grain
dry-down and to provide
a buffer in a cool year
or if planting is delayed.
Keep in mind that fullseason corn hybrids
do
not
consistently
out-yield
mid-season
hybrids here in the Upper
Midwest. There is more
grain yield variability
among hybrids in a
relative maturity group
then between maturity
groups. Information on
GDDs needed for corn
production in various
regions
at
different
planting dates can be
found at the University
of Minnesota Extension
website under selecting
corn hybrids for grain
production or by calling
the county office. It is
recommended to plant
multiple hybrids within

the maturity range of
your region. This will
help widen the harvest
and pollination time
frames, and reduce the
risk that the entire corn
crop will experience hot
and dry conditions during
pollination.
Select corn hybrids
according to agronomic
traits
including
suitability for the crop
rotation, emergence, root
strength, standability and
tolerance to diseases,
drought, insect pests
and herbicides.
By
using field histories,
prioritizing and selecting
the proper agronomic
traits for a specific field
will be easier. For those
without field histories, be
cautious on what genetic
traits you choose and
which ones you leave
out. While it may save
money to go without
specific traits, such as the
Bt traits, without proper
knowledge on the field
in question it may cost
more down the line. As
always, learn and follow
the best management
practices to reduce the
risk for insect, weed
and disease problems.
Another possible way
to save money is to take
advantage of prepay
discounts that usually
occur this time of season.
While I know it may
be difficult to find and
get credit, this is an
opportunity for all to
save money.
Most
of
the
above information is
from extension corn
agronomist, Jeff –, and

representing Mid Minnesota Mutual Insurance Co.

is found at the extension
website.
For
more
information, visit the
corn production page of
the website or call the
county extension office
in Foley at 320-9685077.
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Hybrid selection is
one of the most important agronomic decisions
for corn production. As
results from yield trials continue to roll in,
certain
considerations
should be used when selecting the proper hybrid
for specific fields.
Starting with hybrid
performance,
those
hybrids that perform
consistently well over
multiple locations and
years in a region are
preferred. Because we
cannot control next
year’s weather patterns,
choosing hybrids that
have shown the ability
to handle the weather
patterns within this
region may help reduce
management risks. New
corn hybrids should be
tried on limited acreage
to see how they perform,
and as more information
on these hybrids becomes
available, they can begin
to play an increased roll in
your fields. Information
for performance should
come from multiple
sources that include
universities,
grower
associations,
seed
companies and on-farm
strip trials. Replicated
plots
that
provide
calculations of least
significant
difference
usually
offer
more
confidence that you will
see similar results with
that hybrid. Hybrids
that are near the top
in several single strip
field trials may also
offer confidence. The
University of Minnesota
and Minnesota Corn
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. . . along with our ice ﬁshing friends
Walleye Will Pappenfus & Garett from
Slab Seekers Guide service.
Get the family “hooked” on ice ﬁshing, it’s a
great way to spend some time together
in the great outdoors.
Many ice ﬁshing items will be on sale.
Come check it out.

Todd’s Toyland
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From Dec. 15th until the 24th!

Do you have
everything you need
for winter yet??
Good thing Gilman Coop has
safeguards - calf blankets,
stock tank de-icers,
milk house
heaters
and more
to help us
through it!
STOP IN
TODAY!

Gilman Co-op Creamery
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

Winter Dairy Calf
Meeting
Wednesday Dec. 19th
11:00 am – 2:00pm
Gilman Co-Op Creamery
9920 115th St. NE., Gilman, MN
The Future of Your Dairy Herd
is Too Important to Risk!
Join us for Lunch and Lots of Good
Information!
Gilman, MN 320-387-2770
Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 8:30-1

Good service - fair prices - every day

WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM
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18BA-481B-BP

A SPREADER FOR EVERY OPERATION
NEW! SL 100 Series ProTwin ® Slinger ®

Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.
INVEST IN QUALITY ®

4-Auger ®
ProPush

Vertical Single Auger
ProSpread ®

Commercial Reel
ProSpread ® Commercial

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC
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23661 Hwy. 4, Lake Henry, MN

16250 HWY 10 NW
Royalton, MN
(320) 584-5520
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Reel Auggie
EasySpread ®

Stop in or give us a call
for more information!
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Get to know your goat
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Proper procedure prevents plight

DU
HEAVY

Salfer presents
on lactation
health in goats
at Todd County
workshop

OVER 1,000 SOLD
& OPERATING IN
THE MIDWEST!

15-62’ Sizes
• Smoothens the ground so you can position your
combine head lower to harvest more crop
• Saves wear and tear on your combine
by eliminating dirt clumps and pushing down
rocks
• Keeps moisture in the soil
• Firmly packs soil to slow weed growth
• Enables better germination
• Can be used on alfalfa, hay, soybeans and more

BY DANNA SABOLIK
STAFF WRITER

• Wing steering for easy folding
• Variable Áex slot allows for rollers to Áex in the Àeld
on uneven surfaces
• 2-7/16 bearings for proven performance
• All pivots are grease zirc Àtted
• 36’ and larger units feature rear stabilizer braces
for added support.
• Guaranteed against defects in workmanship and materials.
• 24” drum diameter
• 1/2” wall thickness
• 6-hole hubs rated to 5,000 lbs. • 100% U.S.A. Made

Tandem
Bale Racks

Wagons

Big Bale
Dump Racks

Dump Trailers

Harms Mfg., Inc.
BA48_1B_JW

14451 430TH ST. • BERTHA, MN 56437

218-924-4522
www.harmsmfg.com

Newspapers
still top choice
for local news!
People prefer newspapers for their
local news over TV and internet,
according to a survey conducted for
the National Newspaper Association.

BENTON AG

For
community
news, local
newspapers
beat the
internet by
3-1.

The reason people stick with their local
paper is because they want to know about
what is going on in their community.

LONG PRAIRIE
– Jim Salfer spoke at
the annual Todd County
Area Goat Workshop
Nov. 15. The University
of Minnesota hosted
the
workshop
for
producers
interested
in learning about goat
nutrition, production,
reproduction
and
management.
Salfer works at the
University of Minnesota
Extension
regional
office in St. Cloud,
where he works on their
dairy initiative. While
his expertise is within
the dairy cattle realm,
he gave a presentation
on milk quality and
keeping milking goats
healthy.
“We define milk
quality through somatic
cell counts, bacteria,
residues, color, odor and
flavor,” Salfer said.
He said identifying
somatic
cells
and
mastitis are two of the
main issues with goat
health.
“Somatic cell is
not just another way
to describe a mastitis
cell,” Salfer said. “A
somatic cell is a body
cell, so they are present
all over the animal. We
run into issues when the
number of body cells is

PHOTO BY DANNA SABOLIK

Jim Salfer speaks about preventing mastitis to the Todd County Area Goat Workshop
attendees on Nov. 15 in Long Prairie, Minn.

saturating the milk, or
when bacteria becomes
present and causes
mastitis.”
Salfer
explained
how breed, stage of
lactation and milking
procedure also impact
milk quality.
“Goats have higher
somatic cell counts than
cows because of the
makeup of their cells and
their secretion method,”
Salfer
said.
“They
also produce in lower
quantities, thus making
the bacteria to milk ratio
much different. Goats
can have up to a two
million SCC and still be
fine.”
If a goat is not

DIRTWORKS
2000
INC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL EXCAVATION

HBER28-1xmonth-AT

Nearly 1/2 share their
newspaper with at least
one other person.

79%

12% share
it with
at least
2 people.

The local newspaper is an important part of
people’s lives, according to the survey.
Seventy-Nine percent said it informs them. The local paper
is also important for those who shop locally. Seventy-nine
percent said they Ànd their community paper valuable for
local shopping and advertising information.

• Site grading
• Ditch excavating
• Road/driveway construction
• Clearing/grubbing land
• Demolition
• Construct building pads
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

320-259-4900

SAUK RAPIDS, MN
Dirtworks2000.com

Dirtworks2000 Inc.
BA27-eoBA-TV

“Post-dipping does two things.
When you take the unit off the
teat, the teat will still be wet
with milk and bacteria love
milk. The dip will replace that
milk with disinfectant and seal
the teat end with disinfectant.”
- Jim Salfer
getting mastitis from
the presence of somatic
cells, other reasons could
be contagious organisms
spread through milking
equipment, bedding or
wet teats.
“Any liquid that
comes in contact with
the teat had to come
off,” he said. “Bacteria
swim. They don’t walk,
and milk is the perfect
food for bacteria.”
When preparing for
milking, he recommends
a dry wipe of the teat,
because water can add
somatic cells.
“Goats don’t need
simulation
before
milking like cows do,”
Salfer said. “Seventy
percent of their milk is
held in the cistern, or
lower part, of the udder,
which is the opposite of
cows.”
Because
the
foremilk will be the
highest in somatic cell

count, Salfer suggests
a strip cup even though
goats do not show
mastitis in a chunky
milk manner like cows
do.
“Mastitis in goats
is more subclinical, so
make sure you get those
teats dry,” he said.
Wearing gloves is
also a smart choice to
maintain healthy teats
and udders, because
farmers’ hands get
dry and chapped, and
bacteria love the cracks
in our hands.
Salfer suggests a
post dip as well.
“Post-dipping does
two things,” he said.
“When you take the unit
off the teat, the teat will
still be wet with milk
and bacteria love milk.
The dip will replace that
milk with disinfectant
and seal the teat end
with disinfectant.”
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Get to know your goat

How can we help you?
BY DANNA SABOLIK
STAFF WRITER

LONG
PRAIRIE
– Dr. Maggie Wehseler
spoke to a crowded
room Nov. 15 about
her perspective on goat
health as a veterinarian.
The presentation was
part of the Todd County
Area Goat workshop,
hosted by the University
of
Minnesota
for
producers
interested
in learning about goat
nutrition, production and
reproduction.
She first established
the understanding of
a VCPR, which she
recommends for every
farm.
“A
veterinarianclient-patient-relationship
is essential for proper
care for your animals,
and is basically just a
relationship with your
vet,” Wehseler said. “In
a nutshell, your vet needs
to know your animals
and facility in order for
you to use and purchase
prescription drugs.”
The
five
most
common
reasons
Wehseler visits goat farms
are parasites, reproduction

and pregnancy diagnosis,
common ailments and
dystocia.
One of the most
common parasites she
sees is Haemonchus
contortus, also known
as the barber pole worm
because of its spiral
shape. It causes anemia
and death in goats. While
some may think scheduled
deworming is the way
to go, Wehseler warns
against the practice.
“ S c h e d u l e d
deworming is outdated
and leads to parasite
resistance and dewormer
lack of efficacy,” she said.
Instead, she opts for
FAMACHA, an anemia
scoring system used to
determine the need to
deworm.
“If your goats are on
pasture, this is going to be
one of the biggest issues
you will deal with,”
Wehseler said. “Utilize
your veterinarian.”
C o n c e r n i n g
reproduction, she said
there are synchronization
protocols available to
cycle goats out of season.
“Reproduction
drugs are prescription
drugs, and you must
have a VCPR in place to
purchase,” Wehseler said.
For
pregnancy
diagnosis,
ultrasound
scanning is her preferred
method
for
cost

effectiveness and valuable
results.
“First of all, it tells
you she’s pregnant as
long as it’s 30 days past
breeding,” she said. “We
get an idea of how many
kids are in there, so we
can tailor our nutrition
program
as
needed
to prevent pregnancy
toxemia. This will also
tell you when the kids are
due.”
Common
ailments
in goats, both kids and
adults,
are
diarrhea
and pneumonia. While
diarrhea is common in
milk-fed and recently
weaned kids, pneumonia
is often due to stress,
weather, stocking density
and poor ventilation.
“E. coli and crypto
are most common causes
of diarrhea in milkfed kids, so colostrum
is extremely important
in the first five days,”
Wehseler said. “Coccidia
is more common in
recently weaned kids
that are commingled
with different ages. Even
a month can make a big
difference when they’re
that young.”
When
it
comes
to
pneumonia,
the
respiratory infection can
be treated multiple ways.
“Sometimes over the
counter drugs work if the
disease is caught early,”

Deep winter greenhouse
open house is Dec. 8
ST. CLOUD –
Growing crops, flowers
and produce during
winter in Minnesota
has long been seen as
a challenge. The cold
months and reduced
sunlight create obstacles
people continue to face.
The University of
Minnesota
Extension
Regional
Sustainable
D e v e l o p m e n t
Partnerships have been
working with producers
and community groups
throughout Minnesota
to field test a prototype
design of a passive solar
greenhouse that enables
farmers to produce crops
all winter long.
This
structure
contains
a
southfacing steeply angled
glazing wall specifically

designed to capture the
maximum amount of
solar energy possible.
That heat is stored in an
underground rock bed
in a heavily insulated
foundation. At night,
that heat dissipates into
the ambient air above
creating an environment
particularly well-suited
to grow crops that thrive
in low-light and lowheat conditions. This
deep winter greenhouse
enables small- and midscale farmers to grow
crops for customers yearround.
The
Regional
Sustainable Development
Partnerships
have
collaborated
with
pioneering deep winter
greenhouse producers to
better understand their

systems, strengthen the
design elements through
research and conduct
outreach to help others
learn how to build
and produce in these
greenhouses. The result
is a publicly available
prototype design, future
research and production
programming.
To see this prototype
in person, join an open
house and ribbon cutting
commemorating
the
opening of the deep
winter greenhouse at
Grandpa G’s Farm, 207
W Highway 210, Pillager
Dec. 8. Presentations
begin at 10 a.m.,
followed by a ribbon
cutting and self-guided
tours. RSVP at http://z.
umn.edu/DWG_RSVP.

PHOTO BY DANNA SABOLIK

Dr. Maggie Wehseler speaks to the room of dairy goat farmers and professionals at the
annual Todd County Area Goat workshop on Nov. 15. She addressed common issues
and diseases she sees in the field, and how to treat them.

she said. “But if it doesn’t
work or it comes back I
recommend Naxcel for
milking goats.”
Dystocia, or difficult
kidding, is another issue
for goats.
“Goats should not be
in labor for days,” she

said. “Sometimes you
don’t know if she’s in
labor or not, but watch for
the signs. I recommend
calling the vet and being
gentle when untangling
kids.”
Overall, she urges
farmers
to
engage

veterinarians
in
the
discussion and not to try
to do it all alone.
“Have a conversation
with your veterinarians,”
Wehseler said. “That’s
what we’re here for –
to help you. We do this
because we love it.”

Foreston

FARMERS CO-OP CREAMERY
Happy Holidays!
Foreston Farmers Mill thanks
all of our patrons for a great year!

YOUR COUNTRY GENERAL STORE
Let Foreston Farmers Co-op Creamery
Keep ALL Your Animals Healthy
OUR SERVICES
• Custom Feed Mixing
• Bulk Feed Delivery
• Scale • Supplies Store
• Grain Buying & Selling
• Grain Storage
• Grain Drying
• Fresh Assorted Bagged Feeds
on the Floor

GENERAL STORE
• Sweatshirts • T-Shirts • Hats • Gloves • Reed Boots • Rhino Work Boots
• Tingley Overshoe Rubbers • Dog & Cat Food • Dairy Supplies

Assorted Bird Seed
• Nut Medley • Cardinal
• Finch • Peanuts & Parts
• Thistle • Fruit & Berry
• Whole Corn
• Sunﬂower Seed • Suet
• Pemium Wild Bird Seed
WE APPRECIATE AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

LOADED WITH ALL
YOUR FARM NEEDS!
• Farm Fresh Eggs • Butter
• Glass Bottled Milk
(Chocolate or White)
• Variety of Cheese
• Thielen Meats
• Foley Locker Meats
• Heggies Pizza
• Amish Goods
(Available Thursday - Saturday)

BA48-1B-BP

A veterinarian
perspective on
goat health

Meeting your animal feed needs & more!

ALWAYS WELCOMING NEW PATRONS!
FORESTON, MN • 320-294-5711 • M-F 8-5PM • SAT 8-NOON • WWW.FORESTONCREAMERY.COM
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Groundwater flow model completed
DNR updates stakeholders
on data collection progress
BY NATASHA BARBER | STAFF WRITER

RICE – The Department of Natural Resources
hosted its first update meeting since the Sustainable
Use of Groundwater in the Little Rock Creek Area
plan was released in September. The intent of the
Nov. 29 meeting at Rice City Hall was to inform
stakeholders of the department’s research and
analysis progress.
The Little Rock Creek watershed area spans
northwestern Benton and southern Morrison
counties. The Sustainable Use of Groundwater in
Little Rock Creek Area plan, available at http://
mndnr.gov/littlerock , includes a variety of actions

Order CRYSTALYX® during the month of December, 2018 and
receive a $5 per barrel and $3 per 200# CrystalBlox™
booking discount!
•Call or stop in by December 28, 2018
•Book Quantity and type of Crystalyx® barrels
or CrystalBlox™ tubs
•Take product anytime between now and April 26, 2019

Oak Park

that will be implemented over the next five years.
It is designed to ensure a sustainable groundwater
supply while protecting Little Rock Creek, a
designated trout stream in Central Minnesota. The
DNR is tasked with protecting the stream per state
statute.
With roughly 35 people in attendance, Jason
Moeckel and Greg Kruse, representatives of the
DNR’s Ecological and Water Resources Central
Office, gave presentations on ongoing research
which will be used to establish whether or not
groundwater pumping will affect Little Rock Creek
in such a way that the fish species will no longer be
able to persevere.
“The groundwater analysis we are doing will
give us an idea of what target to shoot for,” Moeckel
said. “We all deal with this. It’s no different than a
home budget.”
The DNR has been preparing a groundwater
flow model over the past two years.
Moeckel said the model is finished, and it will
be released for the technical advisory committee’s
review early next week. The committee will then
meet in mid-January to discuss whether the model
needs further modification. The model has data
through 2014, and once the example is approved by
the committee, data from 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018
will be added, resulting in 11 total years of entered
data.

Co-op Creamery

320.968.7864

16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8 to 5 & Sat 8 to 12
BA48-1B-BP

BA20-tfnB-JW

TIRES
Gilman Co-op Creamery

Skid loader
& Implement
(Mounting Available)

320-387-2770

The model takes into account multiple geology
aspects, including soil make-up, water movement,
stream flow, lake levels and rainfall. The DNR
is trying to attain numbers for each area of the
hydrogeologic cycle through data collection and
research, Moeckel said.
“We are constructing a water balance like a
budget,” Moeckel said. “How much do we have,
where is it moving through.”
Like with any budget, Moeckel said real data is
helpful when working toward a goal. The DNR needs
data to determine the numbers in the hydrogeologic
cycle in the Little Rock Creek Watershed.
“The key to being able to put those numbers
in the model is all of the data that Greg’s group is
collecting and the climatologists,” Moeckel said.
“All of the rain fall, all of the aquifer levels, all the
stream flow – that is the key to being able to develop
one of these models.”
Once the model is approved and up-to-date data
is entered, the DNR will begin to create “What if…?”
scenarios to help identify management solutions
for the watershed. Moeckel reiterated that no water
appropriation adjustments would be made, if any,
until the year 2022.
“All these things have to get pieced together
for us to say what’s happening to the ecology in
the stream,” Moeckel said. “… Did (ground water
pumping) depress a fish population so much that they
can’t reproduce, they can’t persist. Yeah, you can
restock trout, but there are nine native species in the
stream that we don’t raise and we don’t stock. We’re
not just looking at trout. We’re looking at all species
of fish, and we’re trying to see how their habitat is
going to be affected by different flow regimes. And
the flow regime we are analyzing for is one with
irrigation and one with less irrigation – or less impact
of that irrigation if it is configured differently.”
The DNR plans to hold at least one, but potentially
two similar meetings in 2019. The technical advisory
committee meetings are open to the public as well.

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5

The Family Gourmet Feast

ST R

Publications

BRENT PLUMSKI
Marketing Consultant

2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
OS Seasoning Packet

55586TJH | $199.91* separately

11 2nd Avenue N., Unit 103
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Ofﬁce: 320-251-1971 • Cell: 320-249-2718
Fax: 320-229-5828

brent.p@star-pub.com

Combo Price

4999

$

Plus, 4 more
Burgers

FREE

*Savings shown over aggregated single
item base price. Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts must
ship with #55586. Standard S&H will be
added. Expires 2/28/19. ©2018 OCG 18M1531
Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Call 1-855-351-5658 and ask for 55586TJH
www.OmahaSteaks.com/love17

404 County Road 50 • Avon, Minnesota 56310
South Side of I-94
320-356-2412 • www.midsotatrailersales.com
Roto
Tillers

Enclosed Trailers

Rock
Wagons
Augers

Aluma
Utility
Trailers

Grapples

BA27-tfn-TV

Varieties of
Trailers

Serving Central MN since established in 1971 (47 years in business)
AM SELLING
“A QUALITY TE IPMENT”
QUALITY EQU

Get the job done right this SPRING!! Stop at Midsota Trailer Sales!
“Remember, if you’re going to be HAULIN you need to be CALLIN, Midsota Trailer Sales in Avon!”

