T H E TENNESSEE
TURNER
Volume I V Numbers

Contents
President's Message
Announcements
Instant Gallery
Demonstration Report
Artist Biographies
JC Campbell Folkschool
Microwave Drying
Apr Meeting Minutes
Calendar of Events
As Seen on the Internet

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
9

June Meeting Demo
The June meeting demo will
be Jackie Potts turning a
Natural Edge Bowl. Jackie
is truly an entertaining
demonstrator who provides a
detailed demo on the set up
and process of going from a
log to a finished bowl. This
will be a treat!

A Message From the
President: Deryl Duer
No Information was received prior
to sending this newsletter to the
printing press.
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Ornaments and Items
Please remember that Ken Gaidos

influence on the membership and

webmaster for our website! Tim

the general woodtuming commu-

is from the Clarksville area and a

nity of Tennessee and beyond.

relatively new member of our
association. He w i l l be the new

is looking forward to everyone
being a part of this years

The process for electing new offi-

webmaster and in charge of

Christmas Ornament drive. You

cers and board memebers is as fol-

design, content and everything

should already be turning your

lows: In July, a nominating com-

associated with the website.

ornaments or other turned items

mittee w i l l be assembled from the

for this years fond raising drive!

membership. The nominations
w i l l be announced at the Septem-

As Ken stated at last month's

ber meeting with discussion and

meeting, there is an opportunity to

motions for approval.

Tim can be reached via email i f
you have items of interest that you
would like to provide him with
any relavent information at
foltont@charter.net

sell small turned items that can be
given as Christmas gifts as well. I f

In October, the elections w i l l be

we make it and give it to Ken, he

conducted and the new Officers

w i l l sell it! So, let's give him lots

and Board Members announced.

Symposium Volunteers
Needed

Please take part in this process!

Once again this year, Charlie

of things to sell the year!
Putnam is in charge o f ntnning the

TAW Officer Nominations
The terms of the current slate of

2006 Symposium
Committee

that we all need to nominate and
elect a whole new team o f people
to carry on with the club organization and growth.
The TAW w i l l be seeking individuals for President, Vice-President,
Treasurer and Secretary/Newsletter Editor. Additionally, there will
be a need to nominate and elect 5
people to the position of Board
Member.
The club Officers are elected to 3
year terms and the Board positions
are for a I year term.

We are planning ahead and getting
our 2006 symposium up and running early! We want to make the
next one better than the last one
by being prepared for success!
We are seeking a few people to
assist in the process. This is not a
very time consuming venture - one
meeting a month and a few hours
of organizing and communicating.
I f you want to get involved and
help in this process, please see
David Sapp or Tom Greek at the
next meeting.

New
www.tnwoodturners.org
Webmaster

These positions are important and

We are pleased to announce that

help to ensure the continuity of the

Tim Fulton has stepped forward

club and that it remains a positive

and agreed to become the new
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This is a big task and only you can
make it a little easier on him!

TAW officers are ending in
September of 2005. This means

volunteers for the symposium.
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Charlie is looking for people to be
involved in the set-up, videography, demonstrator assistants,
clean-up and roadies. So, i f you
enjoyed these things in the past or
want to enjoy them again, you
know Charlie - go see him and
sign-up! I f you don't know
Charlie, ask anybody to point him
out to you. He w i l l be happy to
meet you!

Safety is more
important than getting finished quickly
so take your time!
June 2005

Hie Tennessee Turner
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Demonstration Report
By Ray Sandusky
Last month, we were treated to an
entertaining demonstration that
was done by a real pro, Joe Gettys
of Jet Manufacturing.

ing tops as the point w i l l get
mashed and the top wont work.
Also, a top made from a wood
with a pronounced grain w i l l be
difficult to balance and make witht
he point in the right spot. So,
use only hard, tight grain woods

marks. Make sure the chatter tool
is shaipened properly and that the
tool is presented tot eh wood in a

Joe did a series of small projects
that can be done on a lathe of any
size - especially a Jet mini lathe.
During the demo, he provided
some useflil tips on using various
tools and also some insights on
using the mini lathe.
trailing mode. This w i l l make the
tool bounce and chatter as it is
dragged across the face o f the
spinning work piece.

for making spinning tops. The
best woods are Sugar Maple,
.Pecan and Cherry. Woods to
avoid are Oak, Ash, Rock Elm and
any soft woods.

Joe used a series of colored markers to brighten the chattered areas
of the tops. I am sorry that I did
not catch the brand of the marker,
but I am sure you can find them at
Michaels or Office Depot.

Joe showed us how to use the
Chatter Tool to make the tops
more interesting and the use of
The first project Joe did was a
train whistle. For this, he provided a handout with the dimensions
and angle of the kerf for the noise
maker to be cut. this was a fast
project - Joe had one done in
about 10 minutes.
The whistle can be made in a miriad of sizes and the depth of the
kerf, its angle and the size of the
end of the whistle determines the
pitch and volume that the whistle
can attain.
Next Joe did a series of spinning
tops. These he made fromSugar
Maple and made a comment that a
softer wood is not ideal for makThe T e n n e s s e e
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color to give them some flare!
The chatter tool needs to be used
in such a way that it is held way
over the tool rest and the spring
steel given the opportunity to
bounce on the wood to make the
4

Finally, Joe did a goblet, this took
a bit longer, but was a great project to watch being done. He was
very meticulous in making the
interior uniform and the finished
goblet was elegent. Oh, and Joe
donated the goblet to our auction
that w i l l be held at this year's
symposium in August! Thank you
Joe for the great demo!
J u n e 2005

TAW Symposium
Featured Artists
Roily Munro
Much of my work is of turned
wood which has then been subjected to a range of other processes such as fabrication, carving,
inlay, and pigmentation. The wood
is usually recovered or recycled,
native or exotic. Other materials
such as glass, metal, leather, bone,
and resins are also used.
A marine theme runs through
my sculptural work. I had a childhood fascination with the sea,
playing with boats, knee-deep in
tidal pools. The forms of marine
creatures, designed to cope with
an often turbulent dense liquid
medium, have interesting reverberations with human inventions.
Often my sculptural pieces amplify the links.
Another theme also stems from
childhood—the desire to expose
interiors or internal workings.
Structures such as weathered shell,
skeletal architecture, partially dismantled clocks and wrecked ships
contain fascinating voids and spatial relations, textures and mechanisms which evoke a sense of
wonder for the forces which create
them.
Christian Burchard
Bom in Hamburg, Germany in
1955, Christian has been living in
the United States sincel978.
Building on a foundation laid by a
fumiture makers apprenticeship in
Germany in the middle seventies,
he studied sculpture and drawing
first at the Museum School in
Boston and then at the Emily Carr
College of Art and Design in
Vancouver BC. In 1982 he and his
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wife, Micheline, opened Cold
Mountain Studio in Southern
Oregon. His early focus was on
fumiture and interiors, but gradually shifted to woodtuming and
sculpture, moving between vessel
oriented forms and sculptural turning. His work has been included in
most of the major tuming related
exhibits of the last ten years and is
exhibited widely throughout the
US. His pieces are part of many
public and private collections. He
is also sought after as a teacher
and demonstrator at craft schools
and conferences and related tuming events. He currently resides
with his two sons at the outskirts
of Ashland, Oregon.
Johannes Michelson
I am JoHannes Michelsen creator
of these marvels of wood tuming,
and I would like to share with you
the things that make these hats so
amazing.
The original concept came to me
in early 1980, it took 10 years of
mulling it over in my head before
I made the first hat and put it on
my head. Hat #1 was made for the
occasion of Albert and Tina
Lecoffs wedding in 1990. So well
received they were a powerful
force that took over my artistic
output, I have since made almost
nothing but hats. Over the years I
have developed many devices and
techniques to ever improve the art
form all of which I share freely
and frilly at my demonstrations
and workshops.
Every important collection of
tumed wood in the country
includes at least one woodhat.
Most collectors appreciate their
5

hats purely as sculpture, while
some collectors choose to wear
theirs as well. Whether you choose
to wear your hat or not, you will
thoroughly enjoy it. I f you decide
on a custom fit you will have the
benefit of a guaranteed fit, i f our
first effort doesn't fit we w i l l do it
again till you are completely satisfied. Full sized or mini hat these
sculptures have a place in every
collection big or small get one for
yours today.
Alan Lacer
Alan has been involved in the
tuming field for over twenty years
as a tumer, teacher, writer, exhibition coordinator, demonstrator and
past president of the American
Association o f Woodtumers. His
work has appeared in a number o f
regional and national shows and
he has been a regular instructor
and demonstrator of the crafthaving worked in over 35 states
and 4 foreign countries. His writings have covered technical
aspects of woodtuming, historical
commentaries and tuming traditions in Japan and Germany.
Pat Matranga
The very first time that Pat had the
opportunity to tum on a lathe she
fell in love with it. She knew right
then that she wanted to leam all
she could about the craft.
She has studied with some of the
best woodtumers in the world and
continues to study. "One thing I
like about this is that the leaming
never stops." She conducts woodtuming demonstrations and workshops and is on the faculty of the
John C. Campbell Folk School in
Brasstown, NC.
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Southern States Symposium donates $10K to
John C. Campbell Folk School for new woodtuming studio
By: Kathi Osborne
In a ceremony May 9, at the John C. Campbell Folk School, in Brasstown, NC, the Southern States
Symposium, an association o f woodtuming organizations, donated $10,000 to the Willard Baxter
Woodtuming Studio Fund for the construction o f a new woodtuming studio.
The Willard Baxter fund is named for the late Resident Artist for woodtuming at the Folk School, whose
vision for many improvements to the woodtuming studio included increased teaching and working space,
better air filtration, increased equipment, and updated utilities. Upon Baxter's death from brain cancer in June
2004, leaders at the Folk School vowed to fulfill his dream.
"This wonderftilly generous $10,000 gift from the Southem States Symposium is not only the largest single
contribution toward the Willard Baxter Woodtuming Studio Fund received thus far, but also an exciting
moment in our frmdraising for the new building. We have now surpassed the halfway point, having raised
$56,000 of our $100,000 goal," stated Susi Hall, Development Manager at the Folk School.
Recognizing that the Folk School is offering more than 40 weeklong and weekend woodtuming classes in
2005, and taught more than 345 woodtuming students in 2004, Don Russell, a board director with Southem
States Symposium stated, "The purpose o f the Symposium is to further woodtuming education, and this
donation is a method of doing that."
The donation was authorized by a vote o f the board of directors for the Symposium, which is comprised of
representatives from the boards of seven woodtuming groups from North Carolina, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia. The contributing groups were Brasstown Woodtumers Guild, Cumberland
Woodtumers, Peach State Woodtumers, Alabama Woodtumers Association, Low Country Tumers, Palmetto
Woodtumers, and Chattahoochee Woodtumers.
Doug Bames, the school's current Resident Artist in woodtuming and Chairman of the Southem States
Symposium reported that the donation stemmed primarily from proceeds from a 96-piece auction of tumed
wood items at the fifth annual Southem States Symposium held April 29-May 1 in Gainesville, GA.
"Attendees knew the proceeds were going to benefit the Willard Baxter Fund and they were generous in their
bidding," Bames said, adding that the auction raised $8,700.
Sarah Baxter, widow of Willard Baxter, was present for the donation ceremony at the Folk School, along with
several representatives from the Southem States Symposium and the Folk School. Joe Matwick, a board
director at the Folk School remarked, "It is particularly meaningful that the school received the donation on
what would have been Willard Baxter's seventy-second birthday." Marianne Hatchett, Folk School Business
Manager stated, " I give all the credit to these guys who have been working to make Willard's dream come
true."
The John C. Campbell Folk School offers over 800 classes each year in traditional and contemporary arts,
crafts, music, dance, cooking, gardening, nature studies, photography and writing. Founded in 1925, the Folk
School is a national landmark on the National Registry of Historic Places. In addition to classes, it features a
Craft Shop with the juried work of over 300 local and regional artists as well as a History Center. For more
information about the Folk School or making a tax-deductible donation, call 828-837-2775 or 1-800-FOLKSCH.
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Microwave Drying Process
By Steven Russell
I used the microwave to dry a box
elder bowl to speed up the drying
process a little.
I cut a tree damaged by the "Ice
Storm of'98" one day. I rough
tumed and microwaved the bowl
the next day.
After giving the bowl a few days
to reach EMC (equilibrium moisture content), I finished tuming
the bowl a few days later. (The
microwave can over dry or under
dry the wood; I find it prudent to
wait a few days to allow the tuming to adjust to the relative humidity).
To use the microwave to dry
rough tumed stock (It can also dry
finished tumings using the same
method), I use the following procedure:
(1) After roughing to 3/4", I put
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the bowl into the microwave on
defrost for 2 minutes, (a brown
paper grocery bag will protect the
microwave or some wrap with
paper towels)
(2) I leave it in the microwave for
at least 10 to 30 minutes. Then
take it out and let it completely
cool.
(3) After 2 or 3 cycles on defrost,
I proceed to high for as many
cycles as it takes. (It never hurts
to stay on defrost; some woods
will check at the high setting.) You
can tell when it is dry just by
feeling and even the smell is different. Also it no longer beads up
moisture. I f you use brown paper
grocery bags or paper towels,
when the bags an/or paper towels
remain dry, you know that you are
done. You can also weigh the tuming after each cycle in the
microwave. When the tuming no
longer loses weight, it is dry.
(4) Then I usually let it sit for 3 or
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4 days to reach EMC (equilibrium
moisture content) before
finish tuming and finishing.
Every species o f wood is a little
different and reacts a little differently. I f in doubt, use lower
settings and shorter periods o f
time. This is a guide line only and
trial and error is ultimately the
best teacher i f you wish to push
the edge. However, it is probably
best to use the 2 minute, defrost
setting, half hour between cycles
as a safe starting point. You'll get
in less trouble i f you also don't
excede those settings!
Note: The microwave is also
good for getting rid of insects. I
tum quite a bit of wormy red
maple.
A minute or two on defrost w i l l
kill powder post beetles or any
other insects. (It's actually the
rapid vibrations not the heat that
kills the critters.)
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May2005 Meeting Minutes

Directions to Belmont University campus

The minutes for the May 5, 2005 meeting.

{In case you missed other meeting at our new site)

The meeting began at 7:00PM and was attended by
approximately 60 members and 2 visitors.

From 1-65: exit at the first exit, Wedgewood Avenue,
go (West) through two traffic lights. A t the fifth traffic light, at 16th, tum left heading South. Tum left at
next traffic light onto 18th Ave. Go one block to the
stop sign and tum left onto Portland Ave. Tum left at
the next street. (The Athletes House Shop is on the
comer.) The Lou Center for the Arts is the first building on the left. Parking is available on both sides of
the building.

There were a few items available for the raffel with a
total amount collected was pretty high! ( I did not get
the total from the Treasurer yet)
The business part of the meeting was as follows:
President, Deryl Duer, presided over the meeting
agenda. There were no items brought up for discussion and no votes required.

From 1-40 : Take 1-65 South and exit at the first exit,
Wedgewood Avenue, go (West) through two traffic
lights. At the fifth traffic light, at 16th, tum left heading South. Tum left at next traffic light onto 18th
Ave. Go one block to the stop sign and tum left onto
Portland Ave. Tum left at the next street. (The
Athletes House Shop is on the comer.) The Lou
Center for the Arts is the first building on the left.
Parking is available on both sides of the building.

Mike Zinser made an announcement about the scholarships for the hands on classes at this year's symposium.
There was an announcement made for the nomination of club officers for the elections that will be held
this September.

From 1-24 East and West: Exit onto 1-440 West;
take 1-65 North exit at the first exit, Wedgewood
Avenue, go (West) through two traffic lights. At the
fifth traffic light, at 16th, tum left heading South.
Tum left at next traffic light onto 18th Ave. Go one
block to the stop sign and tum left onto Portland Ave.
Tum left at the next street. (The Athletes House Shop
is on the comer.) The Lou Center for the Arts is the
first building on the left. Parking is available on both
sides of the building.

The Instant Gallery had quite a few nice tumings and
the presentation was done in an orderly manner.
Joe Gettys conducted the demonstration.
The meeting was adjoumed at approximately
9:00PM.

For Sale
Craftsman Lathe
I would like to sell a bench mounted, 12" Craftsmen
Lathe. It is in good condition and is mounted on a
sturdy, formica top table. It can accommodate up to
a 12" blank or 36" spindle. Other features: 4
speed; 875 - 3450 RPM. Comes with spur and
bearing centers, 4" face plate, 6", 12" and bowl tool
rest. Asking $100 I f you are interested, contact
TERRY QUINN at: tquinn49@bellsouth.net or
phone: 615-790-3152
UNIVERSITY

Ite Tennessee Tumer
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Calendar of Events
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts - Gatlinburg, T N
June 26-July 9 SURFACE & FORM
Stoney Lamar & Mark Gardner
July 10-16
INVESTIGATING FORM & SURFACE
Betty Scarpino
Jul 31-Aug 6 CARVED VESSELS
Michael Lee
John Campbell Folk School
June 26-July 2
Functional and Sculptural Woodtuming
Trent Bosch
July 17-23
Woodtuming Basics
Pat Johnson
July 31-Aug 5
Bowls, Boxes, and One Kaleidoscope
Jim Bliss
Apilacian Craft Center
Jun 13-17
The Wooden Bowl
Clay Foster
June 20-24
Woodtuming for Fumiture
Nick Cook
Jul 11-15
Projects for Woodtuming
Bob Rosand
TAW Symposium
August 13-14
Symposium, Banquet & Auction
Leu Art Center

As Seen On the Internet
Compiledfrom posts on the rec.crafts. woodtuming newsgroup by Ray Sandusky
Here is a useful Tip
Yesterday I was working on a Norfolk Island Pine bowl that I had soaked and had a problem with the sanding discs instantly loading and becoming useless. Then I tried hand held Scotch-Brite pads. In order to try
power-sanding I next cut the Scotch-Brite sheet into 2" squares and found that they held very well on the
hook surface o f the sanding disc . It worked so well that I cut up a bunch of squares of the various grits. It
won't take the place of regular sanding but in this "Load-up" situations it was a big help. I found squares
worked just fine - no need to take the extra time to make rounds.

Power Sanding Tips
Most folks sand in the 1:00 to 3:00 position. You need to experiment with the drill rotating in both directions - depending on your technique one direction w i l l work better than the other.
I use a drill with a 45% angled head ~ the Milwaukee made by Sioux. This allows me to hold it with my
elbows against my body which gives pretty good stability.
Run the lathe slowly ~ even tum the work by hand ~ this w i l l also help. Let the sander do the work rather
than the lathe. Don't use too much pressure which just creates heat.
I f you want to make power sanding a long term part of your process, it is a good idea to get a respirator, gas
mask or some type o f breathing apparatus.
Find a good, cheap source for the sanding disks - 1 found one in Industrial Abrasives in Reading Pa.
Use the best quality disk holder you can afford. I get teh one fi:om Craft Supplies that costs about $20.00.

The Tennessee Turner
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The Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a local chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners. Our purpose is to provide
a meeting place for local turners to share ideas and techniques and
to educate the general public regarding the art of turning. The
TAW meets the first Tuesday of each month at Belmont University
in Nashville, T N and periodically sponsors local exhibitions and
demonstrations as well as an annual symposium.

Tennessee Association of Woodturners
Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary/Newsletter
Librarian
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Deryl Duer
David Sapp
Tom Greek
Ray Sandusky
Jerry Prosise
Fred Takacs
David Collier
John Moss
John Lucas
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c/o Ray Sandusky
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Brentwood.-™ 37027
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We meet the first Tuesday
of every month at 7:00pm
at the Leu Center fof the
Arts on the Belmont
University Campus in
Nashville. Below is a Map
to the Monthly Meeting
Location on the campus.

