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The Moran City Council met in regular session on Monday, February 4, 2019.  
Mayor Phillip Merkel called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.   
 

Elected Officials Present: 
Mayor  
Phillip L. Merkel

Council Members Present 
Bill C. Bigelow 
Chad A. Lawson 
Corliss E. Lynes 
Kris R. Smith 
Jerry D. Wallis

Council Members Absent 

City Staff Present: Bret Heim, City Attorney; Michael Stodgell, City Superintendent; 
Shane Smith, Police Chief; and Taeler Carr, Assistant City Clerk.
 
Visitors Present: Lee Roberts, Kay Lewis, Richard Luken 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Council member Lynes moved to approve the January 2019 consent agenda as 
follows: 

 January 2019 Minutes 
 January 2019 Petty Cash Reimbursement Report 
 February 2019 Pay Ordinance totaling $ 108,913.36 
 January 2019 Jayhawk Utility Audit Trail Report 
 January 2019 Certificate of Deposit Report 

Smith seconded the motion, motion passed with all approving.   
  
VISITORS 

No business was brought before the council 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

A. Security Camera Request for Moran Public Library- This topic was tabled until 
the March meeting, the council is still waiting on the Library Board to bring in 
pricing for the equipment.  

 
B. Moran Museum- Kay Lewis asked the council to consider letting her open a 

coffee shop in this facility. City Attorney Heim advised the council that would be a 
liability for the city. The council discussed a coffee donation can idea instead. 
This topic was tabled for discussion at the March meeting. 
 

C. Energy Purchase Options-Westar/KMEA- The council invited Gerry Bieker to 
attend the March council meeting for further questions regarding their options. 
 

D. Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) Letter RE: still waiting on a 
response from KDOT, topic tabled until the March meeting. 
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E. Utility Truck Replacement Bids- City Superintendent Michael Stodgell advised 
that he has looked into new trucks but there are no single cab trucks available at 
this time. Topic was tabled until the March meeting. 
 

F. Park Restroom- City Superintendent Michael Stodgell advised the council that 
there needed to be updated paper towel dispensers in the restrooms at the park, 
he had examples for them and they told him to choose the best one for the need 
of the community.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. Fraud Risk Review- Requests for Partial Payment on Utility Accounts- The 
council chose to not implement any new policy regarding the partial payment 
request as long as bills are being paid within the scope of the agreement.  
 

B. 2019 Fiscal Audit- The council was advised by Asst. City Clerk Taeler Carr that 
the annual Audit would be taking place on February 26, 2019 and they were 
welcome to stop by if they would like.  
 

C. Website Renewal- Asst. City Clerk Taeler Carr asked the council if they would 
like City Clerk Lori Evans to renew the City of Moran’s website. Council member 
Jerry Wallis made a motion to renew the website contract, council member Bill 
Bigelow seconded the motion, motion passed with all approval.  

 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 Fire Chief – Chief Merkel had no new information to report.  
  

Police Chief – Chief Smith showed the council the locks that were purchased 
from Knightlock that would be used at the school. Chief Smith told the council he is 
taking a training opportunity from April 2nd – 4th in Lyon County the cost is $60.00.  

 
Chief Smith told the council he was approached by a citizen asking about the 

regulations of a food truck, wither or not the truck owner needed to obtain a City 
Solicitors License. The council asked for the advice of City Attorney Bret Heim and they 
all agreed that the truck owner would need to obtain a Solicitors License and could not 
sell on commercial or private property unless give permission by the property owner(s).  
 

Superintendent – Superintendent Stodgell submitted the following activity report 
for the month of: January 2019  
Electric Department 

 Ag Choice had a 3 phase leg arcing, 
killed the transformer and Ken Kale re-
crimped 

 Repaired security light 
o 416 N Birch in the alley, N. 

Church, 217 E. Second 
 Set pole in alley on King’s  
 Measured meter mask for P. Merkel 

alley and made up mask 

Maintenance 
 Routine maintenance on trash pump 

after leak 
 Replaced lights in water room and back 

shop 
 Added hyd. Oil in 95 GMC #2 truck and 

cleaned the tools 
 Cleaned out the gutters and sealed 

seams on furnace at the Police/Library 
building 
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Asst. Clerk Carr asked the council if they wanted to continue with the City 
Facebook page, council agreed it would be a good idea to keep the page active since it 
seems to be a great tool for getting information out to our residents.  
 

There being no further business to discuss, Council member Smith moved, 
seconded by Bigelow, to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:08 PM.  Motion passed with 
unanimous approval.  
 


