1
2

Memphis Orchid Society Newsletter

June 23, 2013

MOSNEWS
From the Orchid Office

June 23, 2013
Contents
In response to the remarkable
disappearance of the Golden Trophy,
Memphis Orchid Society President
Forrest Brem unveils revolutionary
updated Show and Tell format
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Want to know who speaking at our
next meeting or forget who was here
earlier this year? Get the bottom line
on this month’s program in the MOS
Program Guide
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Get the latest word on recent new
members and visitors in the monthly
installment from of The Detling
Report.

4
It is with sincere regret that I
must inform you of the
resignation of our MOS
newsletter editor of the last
few years, Pam Popejoy. I
want to say, and I think I
speak for everyone, that Pam
assembled some of the best
newsletters I have ever seen
and I want to thank her for
her service. It is not an easy
task when yahoos like me are
sending her their article
reliably at the last minute.
However, I do not want to
thank her for setting the bar
so high. Which is why I will
be looking for a new
newsletter editor at this
weekends meeting. I think it
is important that we continue
Pam’s great work, so
consider taking over as an
individual or committee.

Learn about a great benefit of AOS
Next order of business will
membership, Reciprocal Garden
be a discussion then vote on
program of the American
whether we should establish
Horticultural Society
a new Show and Tell format
5
or buy a new traveling
We’ve had two shows since our last
trophy to replace the Golden
meeting, get all the highlights in the
Cup that mysteriously
Show Report .
Charles and Susan Wilson
vanished in late 2012, early
6-8
2013. And although there
have been suspects, Barbara
Baker, no one is certain of the
whereabouts of the once
coveted trophy or if it will
ever be seen again…
My goal is to increase the diversity of plants that we get to see at each
meeting, and streamline the process of Orchid of the Month selection, making
the whole process a bit more show-like. My basic idea for the new format will
be to have 2 categories for orchid of the month competition, one for
Budding/Small Collection growers, and the other for Full Bloom/Large
Collection growers. Those in the former could include newer growers, those
that have small collections, those that infrequently or never took home the
old trophy, or those self-profess to have a brown thumb. Those in the latter
could be experienced growers, those with large collections, those that seem to
always win the old trophy, or those that everyone knows has a green thumb.

1

Memphis Orchid Society Newsletter

June 23, 2013

2

Memphis Orchid Society Newsletter

June 23, 2013

Hi all,
I want to give everyone a warm welcome to the Second Annual New Members
Appreciation Meeting. We started this meeting to help our new members feel
welcome and get caught up to speed in the spectacular world or orchids and the
basics of their cultural requirements. I started growing a few orchids on a
windowsill in southern Illinois in 2004, and this modest collection quickly
exploded to a large rack and lights, to an inside/outside growing strategy in
Memphis, and finally to half a pretty large greenhouse atop a roof at the mighty
University of Memphis. Throughout that time through both failures and
successes, I’ve learned a lot about growing orchids in various conditions in the
mid-south. In this program we will discuss, usually very generally, the basics of
orchid flower anatomy and growth habits, taxonomic diversity, and the cultural
aspects of light, water, fertilizer, places to grow, etc. all smattered with a
generous helping of photos I’ve taken over the years. I hope to see all new and
current members a like this weekend.
P.S. Who’s bringing the wine this year???
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The Detling Report
Since we had the show in May, we need to go back to the April
meeting to catch up with our new members. At that time we
had a second time visitor, Eion Raines, who joined MOS.
Among the visitors at that meeting, were Annette Mautz and
her daughter, Leanne Burton. Not only are Annette mother and
daughter, but they are also neighbors who are giving some
serious thought to building a greenhouse together. We were
happy to have them join at the May show.
Welcome Eion, Annette, and Leanne! If we have missed anyone
who has joined since April, we’ll catchup at the June meeting,
and hopefully get a few new member photos. See you then.
Bill and Nancy
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Newsletter Editor
Special Issue presented by
Forrest Brem

AOS Representative
Chuck Pintner
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AOS Corner – June 2013
A popular benefit of AOS membership is participation in
the Reciprocal Garden program of the American
Horticultural Society. Many members report that they
save more than the cost of AOS membership annually by
using this program. Check out the listing of participating
gardens and arboreta at www.ahs.org/gardeningprograms/rap—some offer free admission or other
benefits to AOS members. You will need to show your
AOS membership card to participate.
Over the summer months, members of the Affiliated
Societies Committee will be contacting AOS Affiliated
Societies for the annual update of information. This will
also serve as a reminder to all societies to notify AOS of
any changes to your society officers and contact
information. In addition, if you make any changes to
your record on the AOS website directly, please send
AOS a notification that you changes have been
made. Unfortunately at this time, they do not get any
notification of any changes.

Taiwan Paph Society and Munekazu Ejiri of
Japan. AOS hopes you join us at the Fall meeting and
explore AOS’ new home.
Is your society aware of all the benefits of being an
affiliated society of the American Orchid Society? We
would appreciate knowing what you all deem the top
benefits of affiliation. Send to me your society’s listing
of their top 3 benefits at
www.affiliated_societies@aos.org. I’ll report the results
in future AOS Corners.
Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee

Plans are being solidified on the Fall Members and
Trustees meeting to be held at Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Gardens. The confirmed speakers to date are Kiat Tan of
Singapore, Mr. Chen Chung Chen, President of the
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Pellentesque:

Memphis Orchid Society Show Report for 2013
The members of the Memphis Orchid Society once again
splendidly hosted their annual show and sale 17-19 May,
2013, which marked the 30th consecutive year for our show.
Fifteen members of the Memphis Orchid Society (Debra
Baker, Bayer, Brem, Chappell, Detling, Garner, Giles,
Holzer, Mallory, Memphis Botanic Garden, Mills, Potts,
Tipton, Valentine, Wilson) participated by providing
117
Consectetuer:
orchids which were collectively arranged in a 112 sq. ft.
exhibit by Charles and Susan Wilson with special
construction assistance from Fenwick Chappell, Paul Garner
and Jack Tipton. The show competition included about 297
entries among 10 exhibitors. Memphis members collectively
won 59 ribbons (30 Blue, 15 Red, 14 White) with every
Memphis member receiving at least one ribbon. That is
about 50% of Memphis’ entries receiving ribbons and once
again shows how wonderful our members can grow.
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New Orleans Orchid Society Show Report 2013
The New Orleans Orchid Society splendidly hosted their Annual
Orchid Show at the Lakeside Mall in Metairie, LA, May 30 to
June 2, 2013. Eleven members of the Memphis Orchid Society
(Debra Baker, Bayer, Brem, Garner, Holzer, Mills, Pintner, Potts,
Tipton, Valentine, Wilson) participated by sending 53 orchids
which were collectively arranged by Charles and Susan Wilson
with the special assistance of Debra Baker and Beverly Tipton.
The competition included 447 orchid entries among 23 exhibits.
Memphis members collectively won 27 ribbons (14 Blue, 9 Red, 4
White) with nearly every Memphis member receiving at least one
ribbon. That is just over 50% of Memphis entries receiving
ribbons and once again demonstrates how wonderful our members
can grow.
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Charles and Susan Wilson received trophies for the Best Grown
Epidendrum and Best Grown Plant in the Show for their
Epidendrum schlechterianum and the Slipper Orchid Alliance
Trophy for their Paphiopedilum Pisar.

There were 24 orchids in the show pulled for special American
Orchid Society judging, with 7 of them coming from three
Memphis’ growers (Bayer, Brem, Wilson). Four AOS flower
awards were made in the show, of which one went to Charles and
Susan Wilson who received an 82 point Certificate of Cultural
Merit for their Epi schlechterianum ‘Chasus’ CCM/AOS.
The Memphis Orchid Society exhibit received the Orchid Digest
Show Trophy. Congratulations and special thanks to all our
members who participated!
Charles and Susan Wilson
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