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Stars and Stripes Forever
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Performance Notes

John Philip Sousa was an American composer and conductor best known for his military and patriotic marches. Sousa has over
100 marches to his credit, including Semper Fidelis, the official march of the United States Marine Corps. The Stars and Stripes
Forever, of course, is his most successful and influential piece. In 1987, by an act of Congress, the piece was declared the
National March of the United States of America. The sousaphone, an instrument still in use today, was developed in the 1890s
by J.W. Pepper based on Sousa’s designs.

David Wright, from St. Louis, Mo., is a noted arranger, composer, director, coach, judge, barbershop historian and three-time
district quartet champion. David is associate director of the St. Charles Ambassadors of Harmony, the Barbershop Harmony
Society’s 2004, 2009, 2012, and 2016 international chorus champion. As a judge he was the primary designer of the Music category
and served as its first category specialist. In 2008 David was inducted into the Barbershop Hall of Fame.

Sing this song with martial crispness, paying close attention to the dotted rhythms. You might also experiment with march-style
dynamics; for example, when you see a repeat, try using piano the first time through and forte on the repeat. Since the melody
changes voices frequently in this arrangement, take care to highlight it wherever it goes. Starting in measure 149 the melody is
stylized, so all voice parts may feel free to sing with extra gusto. You are sure to energize and impress your audiences with

this most marvelous of marches!

Editor’s Note: The SATB/Mixed version of this arrangement (BHS #208706) was released in open score format and utilizes
repeated sections to optimize the page count and make it easier to read. Since this version is in grand staff and does not use repeats,
the measure numbers do not match up with the SATB/Mixed version, although it is the same arrangement.

As a final note: Questions about the contest suitability of this or any song/arrangement should be directed to the judging community
and measured against current contest rules. Ask before you sing!



