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The Wheat & Weeds Among Us 

 

Of all God’s attributes, Wisdom praises God’s 

“lenience,” though “power, whenever you will, attends 

you” (12:18). Regarding God’s expectations, Wisdom 

considers one indispensable: 

“Those who are just must be 

kind” (12:19). But doesn’t God 

sometimes seem too lenient, 

content to ignore the weeds, 

when a glance at the world or 

even the Church suggests a little gardening is long 

overdue? Well, God is in luck. We, God’s willing 

servants, can see the weeds clearly. We’d be delighted 

to clean things up thoroughly and quickly.  

 

Don’t our private reflections sometimes sound like 

that? Paul acknowledges, “We do not know how to 

pray as we ought” (Romans 8:26). Rather than praying 

that we become more like God, we demand that God 

become more like us, thorough and quick. But God, 

shrewd householder indeed, knows our zeal but wisely 

distrusts our discernment. We’re zealous, yes, but 

judgmental too. What looks like weeds to us may be 

wheat in God’s eyes. Thus God patiently defers 

judgment, postpones punishment.  

 

Moreover, aren’t we missing one of the parable’s 

important points by casting ourselves solely as willing 

harvesters? Aren’t we still growing ourselves? Which 

are we then? Wheat, weeds, or both at different times? 

Would we want anyone as zealous and judgmental as 

we are deciding definitively 

whether we’re wheat or weeds 

before we’ve had time to grow to 

full maturity? Rather than 

bemoan a world or even a church 

with weeds growing among the 

wheat, let us praise God’s 

gracious patience toward that slowly maturing, mixed-

bag field that, after all, includes us.  

 

This week, what can I do to be a mustard seed or a 

bit of yeast, doing a little good in a hidden way, 

making a little difference?  

(Pastoral Patterns, Summer 2017). 

 

Blessings and Peace!!    

    

   Reverend Raphael Ezeh, MSP 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for the repose of 

the souls of all the faithful 

departed especially William 

Flower and Theresa Marie Forella. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

pasta sauce, rice, coffee 

and paper towels.  Please keep this in mind on 

your next trip to the supermarket.  Thank you for 

your continuing support!! 



 

PARISH BLOCK PARTY CELEBRATING 

THE FEAST OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW 

Saturday, August 26 

6-10 p.m. 

Please join us for a fun filled evening. 

More details to follow in upcoming weeks!! 

 

 
Our YOUTH GROUP meets on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of each 

month immediately following the 5 p.m. Mass, in the 

school building.  

Steubenville 2017, this weekend, July 21-23 

Pray for our Youth as they attend this wonderful 

retreat!! 
 

Follow our Youth Group on Twitter @ St_Barts-Youth. 

THE HOMEBOUND 

 

St. Bartholomew’s Parish wishes to show our love and care for our 

members who for reasons of health or infirmity cannot be with us as we 

gather for Mass each week.  Our aim is for all parishioners who are 

homebound, permanently or temporarily, to be 

visited by a Priest or an Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion on a regular basis. 

Often we will hear of someone who is homebound 

and has not been receiving the Eucharist for a long 

time, although this individual may have been, 

during healthier times, a very devout Catholic.  

Often we will hear that the person did not want to 

“bother anyone” or put anyone out.”  Often these 

individuals become our “hidden Catholics’ and we sometimes don’t learn 

of them until years later when we celebrate their funeral liturgy. 

We want our sick and homebound to know they are valued members of 

our parish and we want to bring Jesus to them.  However, we need your 

help.  These individuals are often hidden in our community and only a 

neighbor knows of their presence.  Please help by personally contacting 

those homebound Catholics whom you know of and tell them of our 

availability and deep desire to bring the Eucharist to them.  We are 

flexible and very willing to work around their personal needs and 

schedules.  If you know of a homebound Catholic who would like to 

receive the Eucharist, please contact Cheryl Duda of the Liturgy 

Committee at 914 476-6676, or the Parish office at 914 965-0566. 

----------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 

TITHING - GOD'S PLAN FOR GIVING 

Sunday Collection Update 

 
Amount Needed Weekly    $7,000.00 

Actual Received Last Sunday   $5.721.85 

Balance                -  $1,278.15 

*(Envelopes $5,501.85,  Online $220.00 

 

Amount Needed for Month of July  $35,000.00 

Amount Collected Thus Far   $18,417.65 

----------------------------------------- 
 

 

"Thank you to all those who are participating in our tithing 

program! May God bless and reward your sacrifices! For those 

who are not yet tithing, I encourage you to please give it a 

prayerful thought. Thank you! 

----------------------------------------- 

 

As you plan and enjoy your summer and vacations, please 

do not forget your financial obligations to our Parish.  

God bless and keep you all!. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for all the sick & the homebound members of our 

Parish, especially Marian Fletcher, Ann Lackner, Richard 

Meyers, Rosalie Heit, Andrea Objay, Audrey Falcone, Louis 

Brusco, Michael Tomanelli, Ariella Castillo, Gail Chappory, 

Randolph Castillo, Jr., Deacon Jim Byrne, Gregory Clemens, 

Florence McCormack, Mary Bryce, Anna Bonacci, Efrain Arzola, 

Henry Joseph, Deacon Bob Clemens, Carolyn Cesta, William 

Bodack, Joseph Mahoney, Mary De Santis, Leticia Agosto, 

Manuel Obalde, Jr., Gina Obalde, Rosalia Guzman, Ann 

McGarry, Florence B. Swetz, Daniel Pezzola, Brittany Arzola, 

Ron and Sally Petro, Anthony Guarente, Theresa Venturino, 

Nicholas Arzola and Angela Lutomski. 

----------------------------------------- 
 

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to add a loved 

one to the sick list. 

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA: Held after  the 9 a.m. 

Mass on Mondays. 

RECITATION OF THE ROSARY: Join your  fellow 

parishioners in praying the Rosary after the 9 a.m. Mass on 

weekdays and Saturdays. 

EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION: Held the Fir st Fr iday of every 

month at 1 p.m. Please join us when you are able. 

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION: Held the Fir st Saturday of 

every month at 3 p.m. All are encouraged to participate. 



 
 
 
 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saturday, July 22 (Anticipated Mass) 

5:00 PM  Anthony Esposito+ 
***************************************************** 

Sunday, July 23 

  8:30 AM  Dr. Louis Loscalzo + 

10:00 AM  Susie & Vincent Streva + 

11:30 AM  Benjamin & Corazon Sotto + 

   5:00 PM  For All the People of Our Parish 

 
***************************************************** 

Monday, July 24 

Weekday 

7:00 AM No Intention 

9:00 AM Margaret T. Maccia + 

 

Tuesday, July 25 

Saint James, Apostle 

7:00 AM No Intention 

9:00 AM  Gabriel Nanoia + 

 

Wednesday, July 26 
Saints Joachim and Anne, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

7:00 AM No Intention 

9:00 AM  Stephen Fecko+ 

 

Thursday, July 27 

Weekday 

7:00 AM John & Eleanore Del Bene + 

9:00 AM  Michael Daly + 

 

First Friday, July 28 

Weekday 

7:00 AM No Intention 

9:00 AM Rose & Charles Boehm + 

 

Saturday, July 29 

Saint Martha 

9:00 AM Pauline Raffaelle + 
**************************************************** 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saturday, July 29 (Anticipated Mass) 

5:00 PM  Eleanore Del Bene + 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, July 30 

  8:30 AM  Robert Liddell+ 

10:00 AM  Anthony Mercandetti + 

11:30 AM  Otello Pozzi + 

   5:00 PM  For All the People of Our Parish 

 



 

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH FAMILY 

 

Our warmest welcome to our visitors! We are glad you came to 

celebrate the Eucharist with us today. We thank God for you! 

Do not hesitate to let us know how we may serve you. 

Every family and single adult to be considered an 

active parishioner of St. Bartholomew’s Parish must 

be properly 

registered in the Parish, receiving and regularly using 

the Parish Weekly Collection Envelopes. Only in this 

way can the Pastor issue documents attesting to 

Catholic practice of the faith and Parish membership, 

e.g. a letter to be a Godparent or Sponsor.  For further 

information call the Parish Office at (914) 965-0566. 

If you have not registered or need to correct some of the information in 

our file, please fill out this form and check (X) the appropriate box 

below, or you may also use the complete 

Registration Form found on the table at the rear of the Church; 

and drop the completed form into the collection basket or drop 

off/mail it to the Rectory. Thank you! 

 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________ 

 

City/Zip: _____________________________________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________________________________ 

 

Comment: ____________________________________________ 

 

� I am interested in parish membership. 

� I am a visitor. 

� Change of Address / Telephone Number. 

� I am moving out of the Parish. 

� I am going to the hospital. 

� I would like to be visited by a priest / minister. 

� Please send me the Catholic New York. 

� I would like to learn more about the Catholic Faith. 

 

-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+- 

MARTHA, JULY 29TH 

 

Martha, Mary and their brother Lazarus, were evidently close friends of 

Jesus.  He came to their home simply as a welcomed guest, rather than as 

one celebrating the conversion of a sinner like Zacchaeus or one 

unceremoniously received by a suspicious Pharisee.  The 

sisters feel free to call on Jesus at their brother’s death, 

even though a return to Judea at that time seems almost 

certain death. 

No doubt Martha as an active sort of person.  On one 

occasion (see Luke10:38-42) she prepares the meal for 

Jesus and possibly His fellow guests and forthrightly 

states the obvious:  All hands should pitch in to help with 

the dinner. 

Yet, as after John McKenzie points out, she need not be rated as an “un 

recollected activist.”  The evangelist is emphasizing what our Lord said 

on several occasions about the primacy of the spiritual:”…Do not worry 

about your life, what you will eat [or drink], or about your body, what 

you will wear...But seek first the kingdom [of God] and His 

righteousness…” (Matthew 5:6a). 

Martha’s great glory is her simple and strong statement of faith in Jesus 

after her brother’s death.  “Jesus told her, ‘I am the resurrection and the 

life; whoever believes in Me, even if he dies, will live , and everyone 

who lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe this?’  She 

said to Him, ;’Yes, Lord.  I have come to believe that You are the 

Messiah, the Son if God, the One Who is coming into the world’” (John 

11:25-27). 

 

 

 


