How you answer a question 


gives another person more information 



than just the information they asked for.  

For how you answer a question 


leads to a whole set of inferences that can be made from it.  

For example, 


if I ask, 



“Are you married?”  


How would you answer that?  



Did the way you answered give away that you were once married, 




divorced, 




widowed, 




or jilted?  



Did you give away the conditions of your marriage?  

If you were at the border, 


you would be smart to answer it with a simple 



“yes or no.”  


If you were my dad at the border, 



he would answer it with, 




“To this woman for over 40 years, 




but it wasn't a shotgun wedding, 





we met in college 





and have traveled the world together.”  

Which, if you have crossed the border, 


know that would lead to questions about firearms, 


where they have traveled in the world, 



and other follow up questions.

Jesus is not at the border, 


but he is being asked the first 


in a series of questions 



about his authority to do the work he is doing.  

There is no longer a question about Jesus' legitimacy, 


he can do what everyone has been saying.  



He can heal, 




make the blind see, 




the lame walk.  



He can teach.  



And most importantly, 




he just came into the domain of the Chief Priest's, 




the teachers of the law, 




the Pharisee's and Sadducees 



and proclaimed a higher authority to determine how things work, 




than the Chief Priest himself.  

So where does his authority come from 

and who gave his this authority 


are the questions everyone wants to know?

But before Jesus answers them 


and implicates himself as threat to Rome or False Prophet, 

Jesus asks a question in response, 


which was standard Rabbinical dialogue.  

While it seems like Jesus is putting the question off, 


he is actually turning the very trap they had set for him 



back on them.  

Our text acknowledges that the Chief Priests and Elders see the conundrum they are in.  


If John was of earthly authority, 



then they go against the people's choice for prophet.  


If John was of heavenly authority, 



then why didn't the people 




who were supposed to be leading the people before the throne 



protect God's anointed and respond to his teaching?  

When Jesus answers this question of authority later in Matthew, 


the answer costs him his life.  

For he acknowledges then that his authority is from Heaven and that he is the Messiah.  

In doing so, 


he is claiming to supersede not only the Chief Priest's authority in the temple, 


but the Emperor of Rome's authority in the world.  



Both punishable by death, 




even if they are true.

If this were a game of Poker, 


the Chief Priests would have raised the bet 



with their question for Jesus, 


Jesus would have seen the bet, 



and raised it again, 


and the Chief Priest's decide to fold.  

They are not ready to pay the cost of the bet yet.  


The cost of the bet should be noted 



before we get into the parables Jesus tells.  

The cost was popularity 


or the truth.  


The cost was not being the center of God's redemptive action.  



The Chief Priests weren't ready to pay that price.  

Jesus then does what many well versed poker players do 


when they know they have their opponents in a pinch, 



he sweetens the curiosity 




without fully revealing the answer.  

It is one of those moments where, 


if they could have, 



the Chief Priests and Elders would have dove across the table 




to find out whether Jesus was bluffing 




or if he really did have that ace.

Jesus does this by telling the story of two sons.  


Both of whom are given the same command, 



“Go and work in my field.”  


Both of whom are disobedient to their father, neither honors their father.  



Both of these sons need saving.  



Both of these sons are effected by sin.  

For neither one says, 


“Yes Father,” 


and then does what the Father asks.  

The did part, 


but not all.

So Jesus asks the Elders and Priests, 


“Who did what their father wanted?”  

Ask many a overthrown president, 


“What good is an army 



if they won't do what you ask?”  

If you have a plan 


and it is being undermined 


and not carried out, 



your plan is futile. 

The priests acknowledge that the first son 


who rebelled with his words, 


but later followed with his actions, 



fulfilled the will of the father 


more than the one who agreed with words,



 but rebelled with actions.

Jesus then spells out the parable in the clearest terms possible.  


The extorting tax-collectors 


and the promiscuous prostitutes are like the first son.  

Their words and lives did not say, 


“Yes Father” to start with.  


As far as living how the Torah had called them to.  

But in the end, 


their actions did.  



They came to John at the Jordan 




and repented of their ways. 



 They began living as the Father called them to.  




Loving their neighbor, 




taking care of the widowed,




 the orphaned, 




the lame, 




assisting the foreigner.

The Chief Priests and the Elders of the People are the second son.  

Saying in the temple, 


“Love God, 


do what he says, 


follow God's commands.”  

But they were failing to actually do what they knew they should do, 


what they were telling others to do.  

They were not doing the will of the father, 


just assenting to his ideas without carrying them out.  

Living in families, 


this is what drives parents crazy. 



 “Ryan, go clean your room.”  



“Yes Mom.”  


Then I would go outside, 



only to find my mom furious with me 



and dumbfounded as to what I was doing outside.  




At least one hamster was died from this tendency.

To see how hard hearted we can be, 


Jesus lays it out for the religious elite.  


For the Sunday Morning faithful.  

He says, 


“Even after you saw the Tax-collectors and Prostitutes respond to John's teaching.  



You saw them repent, 




give back the money, 




stop using their body to fulfill other's lust, 



and start walking as my people, 



sharing what God was doing, 




you still did not respond.  

The life changes were happening all around them, 


the fruit was there to be seen, 

but it was not trusted, 


because it was an authority other than their own or popular sentiment.”

We live in a time where popular sentiment whips around the world at break neck speed.  


What was unimaginable only a few years ago 



is now many people's only known reality.  


Whether we are talking about the internet, 



human rights measures, 



alternative medicines and drugs,



or the definition of marriage.  

But the question to always be asking 


is the question the elders and priests asked,



 “Where is the authority behind this action?  

Many a popular idea has been floated 


and then come crashing down.  

Even the people's idea that Jesus is King and shouts of “Hosanna!” 


will be replaced within a week with, “Crucify him!”  

So where is the authority for our ideas coming from?

For the tax collector and prostitute, 


it came from the Old Testament 


and John's, 



followed by Jesus' anointed preaching.  

The Elders and Priests started from the Old Testament, 


but the conditions and history had ascended to be paramount in authority.  

The context and situation were now the authority, 


rather that God's word.  

Even when God sent his Son to call them back, 


they refused to align with his ways.  

To this, 


Jesus has some hard words.
“I tell you the truth, 


the tax collectors and the prostitutes 



are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.  


For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, 



and you did not believe him, 



but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. 


And even after you saw this, 



you did not repent and believe him.”

Now this may sound like they are just getting cuts in line 


and everyone will make it in.  

But the phrase “ahead of you”  


is actually a rabbinical way of saying, 



“You are cut out.” 

 They will go before you, 


but you will not make it through at all.  

How could a loving God expel a whole group of people?  


The question is unfairly asked.  

For Jesus has just laid out all God did to try and include them.  


John came, 


he brought life change to tax collectors and prostitutes, 


and now they have seen Jesus 



and the work that he is doing, 


and they are not wanting to repent and believe still.  

What more would we like God to do to show us how to live?

At a certain point, 


it comes down to, 



“Did you go and work in the field 




or not?”  



Are we working in the field 




or not?  



Are we repenting and believing that Jesus is who he says he is 




and therefore 



we are doing what he tells us to?  




Are we getting rid of anger, 




working for righteousness, 




being humble, 




producing fruits of the Spirit?  

If we are not, 


we should not be surprised if on judgement day, 

if we find ourselves being turned away with the rest of unrepentant Israel.  


For we know of the law, 


we know of John's work, 


we know of Jesus' work, 


and we have the Holy Spirit dwelling among us.  

If we are not respecting Jesus' authority, 


what makes us think that Jesus will want us in a place where he is King?  

May our words be yes 

and our actions be in line with that yes 


to go and work in the field.  

So I will ask again, 


“Are you working in the field or not?”  

Remember, 


it should be a yes or no answer.  

How you answer that should be examined 


to see where you need to address some false issues.  

Jesus wants a present tense answer.  


“I am.”  

“I did,” 

or “I will” 


are very different answers than 

“I am.”
