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All Saints Memorial Church
P: 732-291-0214 F: 732-291-1605
www.allsaintsnavesink.org

Events Calendar
Most Sundays
8:00am HE II (CH)
9:00am Family Service (second Sunday each
month Sept—May)
10:00am Choral HE II (CH)
Tuesdays
7:00pm Quiet Time w/God (CH)
8:30pm AA (PH)
Wednesdays
10:00am Healing Eucharist (CH)
6:00pm OE Anonymous
7:00pm AA (PH)
Second Wednesdays
ECW Meetings (12:30)
Third Thursdays
7:30pm Vestry Meetings (PH)
Fourth Thursdays
7:00pm Landmark Trust Meetings (PH)
Fridays
7:30pm DRA Meetings (PH)
Saturdays
8:00am AA Meetings (PH)
5:00pm Outdoor Summer Service (June - Aug)

Mother Debbie Contact
Information
The Rev. Debbie Cook
Rector, All Saints' Memorial Church
(Office) 732-291-0214
(Cell) 732-492-1943
(Rectory) 732-204-2836
mother.debbie@comcast.net
Remember Mother Debbie’s day off is
Friday (except for
Pastoral emergencies).

Save the date!
Saturday, December 1
4:00pm –10:00pm SCP End of Season Party
In the Parish House
Sunday, December 2
After 10:00am Service Winterfest decorating & Youth
Group Candy making in the
Parish House
Saturday, December 8
11:30am Winterfest—1 Day Only!
In the Parish House
Sunday, December 9
11:30am Auction Meeting in the Parish House
12:30am Essential Oils presentation by Laura Matlaga
in the Parish House
Saturday—Sunday, December 15-16
Art Show in the Parish House
SAVE THE DATE!
Art Show
Featuring the artwork of Michael Scherfen!
Saturday December 15 and Sunday December 16
All Saints' Parish Hall

Mother Debbie's Schedule
Sabbath Day: We are all in need of time to rest and renew--and sometimes, just to catch up on other 'life'
things, like laundry! Just a reminder that Friday is Mother Debbie's Sabbath day. While she is always
available for pastoral emergencies, please honor her day off in parish communications that day, particularly
via phone or text.
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A word from Mother Debbie
Confession: Christmas is not my favorite holiday—or even Feast Day (for me,
that is Easter).
Now, don’t get me wrong—I still decorate and shop and give gifts and send
cards. And the lighted homes, during this darkest time of the year, are a
welcome sight. When my children were young, we embraced the whole Santa
experience, and I had fun doing so. We attended church, often on Christmas
Eve, and my father’s side hosted (and still does) a large Christmas Eve gathering based on
Polish tradition. We have our own set of Christmas traditions and memories, like most
families.
However, the increasing appropriation of the Feast of the Incarnation (which is what it is) by
the culture wearies me more each year. The cultural emphasis on shopping, decorating, food
and parties—the whole ‘Christmas experience’—has become so consuming that Jesus is
almost scrubbed from the scene. Instead of using the four weeks before Christmas (for
Christians, Advent season) to prepare our own inner selves for the coming of our Lord, we are
encouraged to exhaust ourselves in shopping and wrapping, partying and decorating, stressing
over finding the perfect gift or the latest ‘hot’ toy. Somehow, I don’t think this is what God
wants for us, and this is not why Jesus came.
Now, I am not discounting the vast amounts of charity that surround the holiday—all that is a
good thing. And yes, there are many who invite us to ‘keep Christmas in our hearts’ year
round. The season, such as it is, encourages us to give of ourselves, to practice kindness and
compassion, and certainly we can always use more of that. But God does not want our
kindness, compassion or generosity to be seasonal thing: it is supposed to be the every-day
hallmark of our Christian lives. Practiced faithfully, it is meant to lead us to a more just
society that would lessen (not eliminate) the need for mere charity, replacing it with justice
and fairness and wholeness. That, I think, is more God’s intention for us.
So, as I often do this time of the year, I go searching for Jesus (yes, I know he’s ever present).
Embracing Advent as a time of waiting and preparation and prayer helps—and each year, I
find new resources to aid me in this (books, on-line resources, etc). This year, in my
searching, I came across on my overburdened book shelves an unwrapped past Christmas gift
from a friend: beautiful pop-up book/Advent calendar from Ann Voskamp: Unwrapping the
Greatest Gift. It comes with a small but beautifully done book of child/family friendly
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mediations for Dec 1st through the 25th (along with a pop up Jesse tree and ornaments to put on
it).
The opening selection for December 1st helps set the tone of why Jesus is: Love. God loves the
world, all of us, so very much that God could not bear to lose us to sin. So God entered into
God’s own creation, hallowing it and transforming it and us, embracing the risky path of love
and vulnerability and suffering to show us the way home, to show us God’s true character: a
love that endlessly spills out and over; a love that was born to us, and walked among us, to
mark the path, callings us to follow:
This is the most amazing story ever told about a family—about Jesus’ family. This family
includes a king named David—and it includes your family too! This is a story about a family
that was big like a tree, with branches that reached to the sky! But this family got into trouble
(You’ll be surprised!). This family didn’t always love God. (You’ll see!). And when that
happened, it was like their family tree kind of crashed to the ground, leaving behind only a
stump. Can you imagine how sad they were? Can you imagine how their hearts hurt?
But guess what? The most fabulous, marvelous, miraculous thing happened! A Baby was
born into that family—A Baby who was like a teeny, tiny leaf that grew out of that tree stump
that looked dead. And Jesus grew like the biggest tree full of love you’ve ever seen! That was
God’s great plan all along! He wants to wrap you in the warmest, most amazing love, like the
biggest hug you can imagine.
But sometimes miracles don’t start big, like a humongous tree. Sometimes miracles start
out small, like a new leaf—or a tiny baby. That’s how it was with the miracle of God’s Son.
Jesus comes as our little-yet-big miracle. He makes himself small—so small that He can fit
inside our own hearts.
His love is all around us. Can you feel it?
His miracles are all around us. Can you see them?
His love goes down deep into our hearts, like roots. Can you even believe it?
(from ‘The Wonder of the Greatest Gift’, Ann Voskamp).
Yes, I can believe it, and do. For that is what Christ’s coming is all about—then, now and
always.
Peace,

Mother Debbie+
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CELEBRATE THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT THROUGH GIVING
All gifts will be due back to the Church no later than Sunday,
December 16.
Don’t let travel plans, a busy schedule, or an aversion to shopping stop
you from participating – personal shopping services will be available
again this season. You can contact Faith Hahn (fhahn1156@gmail.com or
732-778-0407) to arrange to contribute money for a gift.
Join in this special ministry and share the Christmas spirit!

Christmas Flower Memorials
Please note that the sign up sheet for Christmas Flower
memorials is on the table in the rear of the church. If you
would to honor and/or remember a loved one through a donation toward the Christmas
flowers and greenery, please sign up on the sheet. Donation checks can be sent to office or
put in the offering plate, with ‘Christmas flower memorial’ in the memo line. You may also
email the office at office@allsaintsnavesink.org with your memorial and then mail your
check to the Parish office. Memorial will be taken through December 16th.

Men’s Bible Study, Prayer, and Breakfast
Saturday, December 8 at 8:15am
This committed group of men and young men in the parish meet monthly on the 2 nd Saturday
of the month for prayer and bible study, as well as fellowship and a hearty breakfast! This
month’s meeting will be on 2nd Saturday, December 8 at 8:15am.
All are welcome to join as you are able.
For more information or to RSVP,
contact Jim Cook at 732-614-3134.
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Cornerstone Campaign
Thank you to everyone who attended our October information sessions,
and many thanks to those who have sent back your pledge cards for the
campaign. We have over $120,000 in pledges so far! While gifts can be
made at any time—and for any amount—we ask that you return
Campaign pledge cards by December 31st, if possible. This helps All
Saints’ move forward with this part of the campaign confidently while reaching out to possible
community partners.
We also ask that Cornerstone Campaign checks be made to the All Saints’ National Landmark
Trust Inc. While checks can be made to All Saints’ Memorial Church, the Trust is currently
bearing the much of the costs of the initial tier of projects so this makes any pledge payments
more readily accessible. Checks can be mailed to the P.O. Box (P.O. Box 326, Navesink, NJ
07752).
If you could not attend the session in October and have not yet received a packet or would like
more information, please see Mother Debbie, or Catherine Cunning, our Development
consultant (CatherineAllSaints@gmail.com).
Lord Jesus Christ, you call your Church to be the household of God. The founding families of
All Saints’ Memorial Church answered that call and built upon your foundation. May we, who
have been blessed by their generous good work, continue this mission not only by preserving
the good works left to us but also building upon them, renewing our buildings and also our
mission. Give us grateful and generous hearts to share of ourselves and resources so we can
continue to share the gift of this campus with others, and find new ways to serve our
neighbors. All this we ask in and through the Name of the One who binds us all together,
Jesus, the Cornerstone. Amen.
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Noisy Sunday” for AACC Food Pantry
Nets $375!
Thank you! The AACC Food Pantry is an emergency food pantry,
located out of the Methodist Church in Atlantic Highlands, and is staffed
by a small crew of dedicated volunteers. We contribute to their efforts
year-round with our food and non-food donations alike, as do many other
area churches. On Sunday, November 18th, we had a ‘noisy’ Sunday collection (lots of
coins—bills were welcome too!) and the parish collected $375 for the pantry.
Please remember that we continue to accept food donations—the need is great! You can drop
off donations in the parish house anytime during office hours or on Sundays.
Coat Drive Continues!
All Saints’ is continuing their annual Coat Drive for the clients at
St. Mark’s Community Center. All new and/or gently used coats
are welcome—there are collection bins in the Parish Hall. We are
also collecting hats, gloves, scarves, and new socks (gloves and
socks are very popular, we were told). Winter has just barely
begun, so please keep those donations coming! Don’t be shy—ask family and friends to help
share the gift of warmth this winter.

FOOD PANTRY FOR December
December 2, 2018
December 9, 2018
December 16, 2018
December 23, 2018
December 30, 2018

Canned Pork and Beans
Bags of Rice
Paper Towels
Paper Napkins - 120 Count
Toothpaste
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4:30 pm

Monday, December 24th, 2018
Christmas Eve: Children and Family service with Children’s homily
(to be based on our Second Sundays@Stone Church liturgy)

8:00 pm

7:30 pm
Carol Sing
Christmas Eve: Choral Holy Eucharist

Tuesday, December 25th Christmas Day
We will have a Christmas Day service at 10:00 am.
On Sunday, December 30, we will have our regular service schedule of
8:00 am and 10:00 am.
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Hello Fellow Saints! Michelle here …
I am so blessed to have been a part of this great movement of Worldwide Kindness today. I
learned about this movement about 5yrs ago when I participated in DFK (dance for kindness)
event in Maryland. This year, Laura discovered what was happening and decided to invite me to
participate because as you know one of my missions is to spread kindness…
It was a great day with the sun shining; positive people and positive energy abounding. The
Holy Spirit was definitely working!
“Flash mob dancers with Life Vest Inside took over Broad Street in Red Bank to honor
World Kindness Day” RedBankPulse.
On Sunday, November 11th, over 300 local participants in Red Bank and united with over
20,000 worldwide participants from 120 cities and 50 countries, to dance under the banner
of KINDNESS!
Members from the non-profit, Life Vest Inside, were spreading acts of kindness to
help celebrate World Kindness Day, which is on November 13th.
Not only were there various fun activities held for it in Red Bank, but the organization also
worked in collaboration with another local non-profit, Kick Cancer Overboard, by offering
them a portion of the proceeds generated by the event.
Life Vest Inside, a non-profit organization on a mission to empower and unite the world with
KINDNESS is organized its 7th Annual World Wide “Dance for Kindness” event led by
Eatontown resident Terese Rolke.
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Why Kindness? Kindness Unifies Us.
Because kindness is the only way we are ever going to learn how truly similar we are. And
realizing how much we all have in common opens the door to compassion. And compassion
unifies.
Kindness breaks down the barriers that all too often keep us apart. Kindness goes both ways
equally – to the giver and the receiver. Kindness is good for your whole being and makes
healthy, happy people, families and communities.
It’s time to take the focus off of ourselves and look out to the world around us.
Learning about others – their journeys, their take on things, their values, their challenges –
creates a space in our experiences and conversations for compassion. And that compassion
can lead to giving to one another in a way that makes a difference in our own lives.
So in closing, I hope next year it just won’t be just 2 that represent All Saints at this wonderful
event spreading a well needed message!
Next year it may 20 of us …

Michelle & Laura
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Landmark Trust News
Beyond the Cornerstone Campaign, the Trust has been busy! The Rectory basement project
is now complete: new footings and supports have been installed, a new concrete floor poured,
along with better and insulated ductwork, a new HVAC system, and waterproofing done
along with better drainage along the north wall. Many thanks to Keith Rossi and his team for
their work.
The Trust is also in the last stages of finalizing the bids for redoing the Rectory roof. As
some of you are aware, the slate roof of the rectory is the original roof and has seen better
days. Between missing shingles, and the failing Yankee gutters, there are at least two spots
where rain consistently comes into the house—and water is seeping into the stone, damaging
interior plaster walls and wood door and window frames. Keep us in prayer as we work to
make wise decisions as to who will best do this project.
On November 4th, we held a brief liturgy to bless the new historic Wayside panels, which tell
the story of the buildings to those who walk around the campus. A number of visitors have
stopped to read them, and we are thankful to the Trust for this community oriented gift.
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Second Sundays @ Stone Church
A service for Children and Families returns!
Second Sunday of every Month at 9 a.m.
December service: December 9, 2018 at 9 a.m.
Join us and invite your friends! ‘Second Sundays @ Stone Church’ has returned and
continues on the second Sunday of each month. This service closely follows a regular
Sunday service in the Episcopal Church with prayers, readings, and music in a child friendly
format. This service allows for children to experience the service of Holy Eucharist in a
different way—encouraging their full participation not only in the congregation but as leaders
as well. Children, youth (and their parents) are invited to do the readings, lead prayers, usher,
and assist at the altar.

Advent and Christmas 2018
While it may seem odd, the Church calendar begins its new year of selected readings on the
first Sunday of Advent. The word Advent means “a coming into place; arrival” so it truly is
a good place to start a new year. The season of Advent is the four Sundays before Christmas.
It is to be a time of reflection and readying ourselves for the coming of our Lord.
In many years, the first Sunday of Advent falls during Thanksgiving weekend. But because
Thanksgiving is early this year, the first Sunday of Advent will be December 2nd, and at the
10 a.m. service that day we will have Advent Lessons and Carols (no communion, but no
sermon either!). We will also have an 8 a.m. service of Holy Eucharist that day.
We will have our regular service schedule of 8 am and 10 am for the remaining Sundays of
Advent, including our Second Sundays @ Stone Church on December 9th at 9 am.
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Annual Meeting
Just like any ‘corporate’ body, our parish holds an Annual Meeting where we receive and
hear reports from the various ministry groups for the year ended December 31, 2018, and
elect new officers such as Wardens and Vestry members, who make up the governing board
of the parish. The financial results from 2018 are presented as well as the projected budget
for 2019 (which is approved by Vestry). We also elect delegates to Convention and
Convocation as this time as well.
Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January 27th after a solo combined service.
The service will be held at 9 a.m., with the Annual meeting immediately following in the
Parish House. All are welcome to attend; however, voting is reserved for those age 16 and
over who are ‘communicants” of the parish (those who regularly participate in worship and
the life of the parish).
The following positions are open and taking nominations at this time:
Jr. Warden: Mike Parmelee is our current Jr. Warden and has agreed to serve another term
(thank you!)
Vestry member: A three year term on the Parish Vestry (board): we need to fill three full
terms and one unexpired terms of two years.
Convention delegates (3) and and alternates : These persons commit to attending a one-day
Diocesan Convention which will held Saturday March 2nd at the Crowne Plaza, Cherry Hill.
Delegates to Monmouth Convocation (3) and alternates (3): These persons commit to
attending Convocation meetings twice a year (usually held on a weeknight).
We will also honor our Vestry members: Pam Loxton, Tod Burrus, and Kim Warman.
If you are interested in serving, please see our Nominating committee members: Mother
Debbie, Sr. Warden Bonnie Roberts, Jr. Warden Mike Parmelee, or Pam Loxton, Tod Burrus,
or Kim Warman.
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Michelle’s Musings
Hello Fellow Saints!
As we go into the season of Advent & Christmas; I am thankful, grateful and blessed to be
approaching graduation from Deacon School and Ordination in January.
Now, generally I take two times a year to assess my situation – my birthday – August &
January to accept, adapt or grow on how the year has gone. This year I am going to be a little
busy so I figured let’s do it a little early.
“When you can’t change the direction of the wind, adjust your sails.” – Unknown
December can be a time for reflection. It’s the time of year to measure your progress and
process what has happened. It’s the perfect time to check the direction you’re heading and
adjust your sails to stay on course or not. Do you have a course?
Did you have a list of events, goals, plans or dreams you wanted to accomplish this year? This
past year has run the gambit of ups and downs; I sincerely thank the people of All Saints &
Mother Debbie for the care, support and prayers that have helped keep me afloat and help me to
accomplish my goal of becoming a Deacon. Also, for the open mind and heart to hear my ideas
and actually listen to what I have to say and let me try some of them. Thank you for allowing
me to be God’s conduit to serve with you and for you.
I hope you take some time this December to reflect on where you have been heading and where
you want to end up. Set some quiet days aside before New Year’s Eve to make some plans for
the coming year. Then share those plans with someone you trust to hold you onto them. Then Shout it from the roof tops, fan the flame and keep it alive more than two weeks!
Most important be kind and love one another and have a blast doing it!
For His Sake,
Michelle L. OQuendo
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Ordination to the Diaconate
Michelle OQuendo
Saturday January 19, 2019 at 10:00am
Trinity Cathedral, Trenton
On Saturday, January 19th, God willing and the people consenting, Michelle O’Quendo, who
has been serving here since last February, will be ordained to be a Deacon in The Episcopal
Church. The ministry of a Deacon, per the Book of Common Prayer, “is to represent Christ
and his Church, particularly as a servant of those in need; and to assist bishops and priests
in the proclamation of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments.” (BCP, page
856). Deacons are called to a ministry of service, and in that, often stand as a ‘bridge’
between the Church and the world, reminding the Church of its call to justice and community
service. It’s a challenging role, and that means Deacons will often challenge the Church and
its members!
In liturgy, Deacons read the gospel, may bid the Prayers of the People and confession
(meaning they start it off), ‘set the table’ for communion, and offer the dismissal. Deacons
can do many things in the church, but are not permitted to absolve (they can state/pronounce
God’s forgiveness), bless, or consecrate.
New clergy, whether a deacon, priest or bishop, all have need of ‘tools of the trade’—their
own alb and other vestments, including clergy shirts and stoles for the seasons. These, plus
other optional items, (a communion kit, books, etc). all come at a considerable cost. In
thanksgiving for Michelle’s ministry here, please consider a gift to help contribute to a
fund that will help get Michelle started. All amounts welcome! Please make checks to
‘All Saints’ Memorial Church’ and mark ‘Michelle’s gift’ in the memo line.
At this point in time, it is anticipated that Michelle will be assigned here after her ordination;
however, final determinations are made by the Archdeacon for Deployment and The Bishop.
We will keep you posted!
All are welcome to attend the ordination service. There is also an invitation for choir
members to be part of a larger choir for this service.
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Outreach Update: December, 2018
St. Mark’s-December:
Next Prep Date in January
Menu of the Day: Hot Dogs, BBQ Beans with Turkey Bacon, Mixed veggies, Tossed Green
Salad-and finger desserts
Having added additional crew members for the Friday transport & serve operation of our
monthly turn at St. Mark’s has given a real boost to our process, and I am happy to say that
this month, we are in good shape. Thanks, everyone! This mission at St. Mark’ to feed and
clothe the hungry and homeless is available to anyone inside or outside of the immediate
parish family, so if you or someone you know wants to offer hands-on help, please call Barb,
732-872-0158.
38th Candlelight Concert & Reception, Nov. 10th:
Thanks to everyone who had a part in making this year’s concert a fantastic success. Our
local press coverage, our reaching out to area churches and our banner on the parish house
wall, combined to insure we had a full concert attendance. For attendees, the music was
resplendent as the Wyrick Chamber Players performed and enthralled us with their
exceptional program and sterling musicianship. And what more can be said about the
reception except… stunning...in every possible way.
Great thanks to the folks who set up the stage and created a beautiful setting for the concert
in the church, and to Kim Warman and crew who created what was a charming and gorgeous
reception area. Thanks to all who donated to the amazing array of delectable offerings to the
reception, and to the kitchen crew who kept it all coming and under control. Thanks go to
one and all—hope to see you all at next year’s Candlelight!
Upcoming Event:
“Souper” Bowl Sunday Hearty Soup & Bread Sale, Sun., Feb. 3th, 8 am-1:30pm
Even blizzards and high winds can’t keep the outreach committee from planning for another
tremendous Super Bowl Sunday sale! Sadly, our local teams did not reach the big game, but
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let’s give it up for the winners—it still makes for a fun party, right?! Whatever you may
need for a fun game-watching event, we will have it for you—soups, chilies, chowders,
stews, and from Panera Breads, all kinds of breads, bagels, sweet buns, for dipping &
munching. This year again we will have local organic honey, chutney’s jams, and spreads.
Truly, something for everyone!
We hope and trust that to our esteemed parish bakers and soup-meisters will again donate
their culinary masterpieces to the sale! We have the best chefs and bakers in our own
congregation, plus we have fabulous caring community partners who bring their own
delectables as well. A sign-up sheet will be on the back table at church starting mid-January
and we will again have pints and quart containers for your donated soups or spreads. We
appreciate everyone’s cooperation in writing down the specific ingredients of donated items,
and please feel free to call Suzanne Johannson, 732-817-1066 if you have any questions.
This event is an important tool for the All Saints’ Outreach Program to make its
commitments to several key community agencies on the frontline of helping our neighbors in
need. We thank you for your support!!
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Stewardship
‘The Way of Love’
Our annual Stewardship campaign, this year grounded in our Presiding Bishop’s invitation to engage in ‘The Way of Love’, has
asked each of us to consider how to grow closer to our Lord
through spiritual practices, and in doing so, how we can be a blessing to others by sharing of ourselves: our time, energy, our love,
our resources. While gifts to the Cornerstone Campaign are very
welcome, it is the annual commitments of giving from our parishioners that allow All Saints’ to continue to be a resource to the community, day in and day
out: worship and gatherings, formation for children and youth and adults, outreach and space
for community recovery groups to regularly meet.
Our ingathering was November 25th, but giving commitments are accepted at any time.
Please consider making a commitment of giving for the year 2019.

ECW News
- Coffee Sale , Sunday, December 2-at 11 a.m. in the Parish House.
"It is getting colder... Be Happy...Drink Coffee!"
- ECW Meeting, Wednesday, December 12:30 p.m. in the Parish House.
Blue Christmas
When Christmas Hurts
Christmas can be a tough time for many: a time of loneliness, a time when the loss of loved
ones feels especially acute, a time of when we can feel lost amidst the busyness. If you have
experienced this struggle, please join us for a special service called ‘Blue Christmas’—a quiet
contemplative service designed to honor our losses and hurts, and offer time for healing prayer
as well. This service will be held on Wednesday, December 19th at 7 pm.
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