The Valley Voice
Celebrating 102
Years of Women
Helping Women
with Passion and
Purpose

BPW of Ligonier Valley
November 2020

"Of the Pennsylvania Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs, Inc”
Kristin Poerschke, editor

Officers for 2020-2021
Tara Hassler, President
Maggie Hildebrand, VicePresident
Betsy Shepler, Treasurer
Janet Riordan,
Recording Secretary
Raven Cintron,
Corresponding Sec’y
Dawn Berkebile,
Parliamentarian
This is a list in progress!
Standing Committee Chairs:
Finance – Wendy Lint
Foundation – Paula Maloney
Issues Mgmt. – Maggie Hildebrand
Legislation – Amy Kohler
Membership – Laurie Hough
Public Relations – Maggie Hildebrand
By-Laws –Brenda Sherbondy
ID/YC – Kim Bellas
Special Appointee Chairs:
Dinner: Tish Berkey-Purdy
Newsletter: Kristin Poerschke
SLN/BPW: Diana Neiderhiser
LVBPW Scholarship: Kelly Hoover
Historian – Susan Patchin
Scrapbook – Beth Caldwell
LVBPW Scholarship Growth – Betsy
Shepler
Luxury Bash – Lisa Altimus & Janet
Riordan & Maggie Hildebrand
Web Site – Raven Cintron

Dear members,
Do you remember those surveys I sent out? Well, one of the most common
requests was to do more community involvement and outreach. As the saying
goes, be careful what you ask for…
As you saw in the last newsletter, we are gathering select items for the Soldier’s
Angels this month at the regular meeting. Remember to bring your donations to
the meeting or connect with me to arrange for pick-up/drop off before Nov. 24th.
Another community project that we are participating in again this year, is the
Salvation Army Angel Tree, Treasures for Children Tags. Each tag has the
name of the child, their age and one wish they have written of something they
would like to have. These can be used as inspiration as the suggested price
point is $25. Please open your hearts and ask Laurie Hough about taking a tag
at the next meeting. These children are from our Ligonier school district and
could use an extra boost of Christmas cheer this year!
To keep the good cheer going, we are also partnering with the Ligonier Food
Pantry to gather non-perishables to donate in early December. We aren’t
having a board meeting or regular meeting next month, so we are asking you to
bring your donations to the Roaring 20’s Christmas party on December 8th. If
anyone is unable to attend but wants to donate, please let me know!! My elves
of ONE will make it happen.
Tara Hassler – President
******************************************************************************************
The speaker for November will be our own member, Susan Patchin. Susan is
a veteran and also member of the American Legion
When Maggie, Issues Management chair, heard the title
Susan holds for American Legion – the Americanism
Commission Chair – she thought it would be perfect
for the month of November. We will also learn a little
more about the American Legion.

Tuesday, November 24 – 5:45 pm – Regular meeting at the Ramada Inn
NO December Board meeting
Tuesday, December 8 5:45 pm

CHRISTMAS PARTY!

The November meeting is on Tuesday, November 24 at
5:45 pm at the Ligonier Ramada Inn.
Pasta Guillauime – Sun-dried tomatoes, feta cheese, garlic oil
on fettuccini with side salad and roll
OR
Grilled chicken salad– grilled chicken strips, cheddar cheese,
fried, veggies on fresh greens AND

November
BIRTHDAYS!

November 1
November 5
November 16
November 22

Glenda
Louise
Beth
Raven

Dickson
Wagner
Caldwell
Cintron

Dessert for all is Raspberry Cheesecake

The cost remains $14. Stay healthy! Thank you! – Tish

Christmas 2020
The Ligonier Valley BPW is participating again this year in the
Salvation Army Angel Tree Treasures for Children. Laurie
Hough has 18 gift tags to distribute to members to help
make a child’s Christmas a little brighter.
You may purchase an appropriate gift for the child whose age
and gift list appear on the tag for either a boy or girl. Place
your unwrapped gift with the tag attached and bring to the
November Regular BPW Meeting on Tuesday, November 24th
or you may drop off at Ligonier Agway for pickup December
1st-3rd.
You may stop at Agway for gift tags prior to the BPW
meeting. It will give you extra time to shop. Be an Angel this
Christmas for a Child in our Ligonier Valley Community!
Any questions please contact
Laurie Hough at cell
724-875-6928 or email
laurielhough@gmail.com
Blessings to you all!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Foundation Report from Paula Maloney
As you think about year-end donations, please keep the
PA BPW Foundation in mind. Very recently the
Foundation received an application for an EOF grant. As
you know, there are monies available to BPW members
experiencing severe financial difficulty or catastrophic
illness, etc. The application was submitted from a
member in the eastern part of the state. The situation
was heart-breaking, and involved a single mother with
two small children. Please remember our sisters in need,
as we prepare to give thanks for our many blessings.
Thank you!

Attached to the newsletter are forms for Woman of the Year
(this will be an active member who has held or holds an
office in the District or the State and is active in the
community-see form); Employer of the Year (this need not
be a member of BPW, but employs many women in
supervisory positions-see form), New Member of the Year
(this woman must have been a member for two years or less
and became active immediately-see form).
So you don’t have to do the math (!), the ten members who
qualify for New Member of the Year are:
Lisa Barr
Billie Bray-Mekic
Jean Brozack
April Cintron
Diane Fives

Lucille Zimmer
Kim Ward
Jessica Rafferty
Tina Pifer
Brittany hart

The Ligonier Valley winner in each of these categories will be
entered in the District competition, and the District winner
will be entered in the BPW/PA state contest. Entries must
be turned in to Vice President Maggie Hildebrand and her
committee by the January Board Meeting (or anytime
before!!).
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We are also collecting items for one of the programs of
Soldier’s Angels, the Go Camo Care Package Collection
https://soldiersangels.org/. This organization collects the
bulk items that we send, sorts and packages them and sends
to deployed service members. Their mission is to “provide
aid, comfort, and resources to the military, veterans, and
their families.” A list of items that are being collected is
attached, but if you don’t have time to shop, we will be glad
to collect any cash or checks and send directly to Soldier’s
Angels. By the way, our member Brittany Hart suggested to
add single packages of facial beauty masks to the list – she
knows they will be appreciated when they are received!

Be sure to mark your calendars
for

December 8 (oh, my,

oh my – only a month away!!)
as that is the date of the BPW
of Ligonier Valley Christmas
Party. The Board has named
the second Tuesday of
December for the party – there
will be no business meeting
that evening – and all who wish
to participate in the Christmas
Grab Bag game should bring a
WRAPPED gift with a value of
$15. As we usually do, we will
have a game that mixes up the
gifts, so we do not know what
we will receive! How we love
parties!
At the State Convention
BPW/PA members adopted
the following sentence to the
beginning of the Civil Rights
plank of the Legislative
Platform: “To encourage and
promote diversity in our
membership and in others in
our communities and actively
oppose all forms of
institutional and individual
racism.”

In order to truly celebrate the gift that Mayor Bellas has
provided for us – the proclamation of the week of March
22-28, 2021 as Ligonier Valley Business and Professional
Women’s Club Week – and to make the most of this
Public Relations opportunity, we are forming a
committee to make plans for that week in
March. Maggie and Laurie already have some ideas, but
all are welcome to submit ideas and to volunteer help us
make this a week to remember for the whole
community. One idea we have is to end the week with a
drawing for another raffle ticket. The Bash Committee
(plus any volunteers!) will be making plans for the tickets,
but we want to have some activity or activities
throughout the week to highlight the club and to thank
the merchants. Please contact Maggie with any ideas.

Thank you Abigail’s for letting the club decorate the
window at their coffee shop.

DON’T FORGET: Promote your business on our

Here are the Final Luxury Bash Raffle figures:
Income -

$5095.

Facebook group page: BPW of Ligonier Valley

Expenses - $2080
Profit -

$3015 !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!wow!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

The Bash Committee would like to thank everyone for their
support of our "No bash raffle ticket". We sold 333 tickets
with no problem & gave away 22 baskets all donated by
our members. We will consider another ticket or
fundraiser early next year so if you have any suggestions,
please let your Bash Committee know. Thanks to our
dedicated members who continue to give of their time,
talent and gifts. Our great team continues to win.

Raven Cintron,
Amy Kohler
and Tara
Hassler with
our BPW Club’s
Suffraegette
Scarecrow
entry

If you were at the October meeting, you saw and had a
chance to purchase Dawn Berkebile’s hand-crafted
jewelry. Lisa Altimus also brought a great selection of Rada
Cutlery, and those sales benefit the club. We thank these
presenters for their time and dedication!
At the November meeting, Lucille Zimmer will bring the body
care products from Jordan Essentials and Sandy Leonard will
have a selection of hand-crafted fabric items – all just in time
for Christmas. Please plan on supporting these members this
month.
And, we will again have a $25.00 value raffle basket to benefit
Twilight Wish. Jamie Bostard, our guest speaker from Twilight
Wish last month won last month’s basket with two bottles of
wine and autumn tea towels. We were delighted to have
Jamie, and so happy to congratulate her!

Members
dressed
for fun!
Thanks to this month’s contributors:
Maggie Hildebrand
Laurie Hough Tara Hassler
Raven Cintron
Paula Maloney
Lisa Altimus

In November, our BPW Club will collect care items for service men and women who are deployed and sending them to
Soldiers’ Angels, who will distribute them as needed. The collection items we will be looking for are listed below.
Hygiene and Personal Care








Deodorant
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
Shampoo/Conditioner
Body Wash
Wet Wipes
Female Hygiene Products

Down-Time Items:







Hand Warmers
Manicure Set
Back Scratchers
Socks (no tube socks)
Hand Sanitizer
Cleaning Cloths/Spray
(for glasses/goggles)

Snack Items: (All food items must be store-bought.















Protein Bars
Jerky or Meat Sticks
Sunflower Seeds
Freeze-Dried Fruit (Single Serve)
Sauce Packets
Single-Serve Peanut Butter or Nutella
Single-Serve Cereals (Boxes or Cups, no bags as they will crush easily)
Pop-Tarts
Nuts/Trail Mix (Single Serve Preferred)
Tuna Salad Kit with Crackers
Chicken Salad Kit with Crackers
Powdered Drink Mixes like Crystal Light or Sports Drinks (Single Serve)
Gum
Candy





















Small Balls or Footballs
Puzzle Books
Travel-Sized Games
Coloring Books
Pens/Pencils
Colored Pencils
Pencil Sharpeners
Please AVOID the following items as we will not be
able to include them:
NO AEROSOLS or SPRAYS IN CANS
No Pork or Pork By-Products (Slim Jims are OK)
Tobacco or Alcoholic Beverage Products
Bars of Soap
Anything packaged in glass
Sharp Objects (Knives, Tools, Safety Pins, etc.)
Pornography or other culturally sensitive material
Bagged Potato Chips (they are too easily crushed)
Unwrapped Candies
Nail Polish
Perfume or Cologne
Or, of course, cash donations are welcomed and
appreciated. We will not be packing separate packages.
We will collect all items and pack them to send to the
organization address in San Antonio, TX. Thanks to you
all in advance.

FUN TIMES at October’s meeting!

www.ligoniervalleybpw.com

Check out our REVAMPED website.

The Rada information: www.helpourfundraiser.com Internet ordering # 504857 Password (lower case) bpwlv

