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Do you rely on God’s word to direct you every day?

Write a prayers thanking God for all His “rod”/word provide. Be
sure to specifically thank Him for each function of the “rod” and
how it has worked in your life, personally. Ask God to show you
areas of your life in which you are not responding to His “rod”.
Confess and recommit to following the “rod” of His word in these
areas. Praise Him for His faithfulness in diligently using His“rod”
to lead you to higher, safer ground. Write down anything He

shows you.
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Day Three

1.
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Read and journal
Ps 23.4

John 14.15-17
What do the “staff” and the Holy Spirit accomplish in the life
of the sheep/saint?

Read and journal

ISam 17.32-51

2 Sam 23.20-21

Look closely at v.40, what did David take in his hand to do
battle with Goliath?

What did Benaiah take with Him?

Read and journal.
Acts 1:1-8
What does the “staff”/Holy Spirit bring?

What did the “staff” symbolize in I Sam and 2 Sam?

The “staff"/Holy Spirit, like the “rod”, has multiple functions.
One function of the staff is to draw out baby ewes and place
them with their mothers. How could you compare this to
the Christians experience with the Holy Spirit?
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Who draws us to the Father/Shepherd?

Write a prayer thanking and praising God for the gift of the Holy
Spirit. Thank Him specifically for the Holy Spirit’s drawing you
out and to Him. Ask Him to show any areas of your life in which
you may be resisting the drawing of the Holy Spirit and confess
and commit to following the leading of the Holy Spirit. Write
down anything He shows you.
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Day Four

1. There are several functions of the “staff"/Holy Spirit. Read
and journal the passages below, paying specific attention
to the role of the “staff"/Holy Spirit.
Ps 139.23-24
John 16.3 and Ps 14310
Ro 8.26-27
John 16.8 and Acts 5.31

Look back at each set of scriptures and write, in your own
words, what the “staff"/Holy Spirit does.

2. Looking specifically at John 16.3 and Ps 143.10, wrife about
a personal experience in which you have experienced the
the Shepherd’s staff in this way.
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3. Look back at John 16.3 and Acts 5.31, how have you
personally experienced the Shepherd’s staff in this way?

Write a prayer praising the work of the Holy Spirit in your life.
Thank Him specifically for the conviction and guidance of the
Holy Spirit and for the protection they provide. Ask for a heart
sensitive and responsive to the guidance and conviction of the
Holy Spirit. Include in your prayer Ps 139.23-24 and spend
time listening for the direction of the Holy Spirit. Write down
anything He shows you.
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Day Five

1. Today we will look at the “rod” and “staff” as a comprehensive
unit. These two instruments work together to accomplish
God’s perfect, sanctifying work in His sheep. Read and
journal
Eze 20.36-38 and John 16.8-

Is 59.18-19 and Eph 6.17 —

Ps 119:105 and Matt 4.1, Acts 8.29-
Ps 119.49-50 and John 14.16-18-
John 17.17 and John 15.25-27-

Beside each set write what both the “rod"(God’s word) and
the “staff"(Holy Spirit) accomplish/provide the sheep.
How would you say the “rod” and “staff” work?

Could you survive as healthy sheep with either?

With only one or the other?
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2. There is one function left to address and it also is accomplish-
ed by both the “rod” and the “staff". Read and journal

Ex 14.16

Is61.1-3

Acts 2:.29-41

In each of these passages what did the “rod” of God’s Word
and the “staff” of His Spirit provide?(Aint Acts 1.8)

Power to do what? (hinf Is 61.1-3, Acts 1 :8)

3. Considering all you have looked at this week, is it possible
to survive as a sheep with the intervention of the “rod” and
“staff"?

What types of symptoms might you expect if you are not
responding to the “rod” and the “staff"?
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4. How have the “rod” and the “staff* specifically acted on your
heart this week (what have they shown you)?

Write a prayer thanking God for the power available to us only
through the Holy Spirit. Thank Him for the comfort that they
have provided you this week as you have looked at all they are
in the hands of a skillfull Shepherd. Ask for “fresh wind, fresh
fire” from the Holy Spirit and to be a clear reflection of the work
Holy Spirit in your life. Ask for conviction in any area in which
you are not currently operating in the fullness of His Spirit and
surrender completely to the “rod” and “staff”.
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“Thy Rod and Thy Staff...”

Week Nine Workbook
Day One
1.  Read and journal
Ex 4.1
Ex 14.8-31
Ex17.1-13

Look back at each passage and mark the word “rod” (It may
read “staff” in some translations). Then write down what the
rod accomplished and what it showed (power, authority,
strength...)
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do?

Read and journal

Is11.1-4

Look specifically at v.4 and what would you consider the
“rod” to

represent?

The “rod” is symbolic of the Word of God. Now read and
journal

Ps 23.4

Ps 119.49-50

What do the “rod” and God’s word

Read and journal

Ps 119.89-90

John 17.17

How does knowing God’s word is true and irrevocable

comfort you?

Write a prayer thanking and praising God for His Word and the

comfort and assurance it gives you. Specifically praise His power

and authority and dominion and the courage that it gives
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to follow wherever He leads. Confess any lack of faith or
wavering that you may be struggling with and ask Him to
strengthen you through His word as He has promised. Write
down anything He shows you.
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Day Two

1.

The “rod” not only assures us but also serves other purposes
in the hands of a “skillful” Shepherd. Read and journal the
passages below and then write, in your own words, what
you learn about others functions of the “rod”.

Prov 13.24, Heb 4.12

Ps 139:23-24, Heb 4.12

Matt 4.1-4. Eph 6.17
Ps 119:105, 1 Co 2:16

2. Look back at Prov 13.24 and Heb 4.12, how has God used His
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Word as a “rod” to discipline you?

How is it comforting to experience discipline? (here’s a hint
Prov 13.24)

Look back at Ps 139.23-24 and Heb 4.12, how has God used
His word fo “search out” your heart?
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How is it comforting to know that the Shepherd “searches
out” your heart?

4. Look back at Matt 4.1-4 and Eph 6.17, how has God used
His word to protect you (your
heart)?

How is it comforting to know that God’s word will protect
you?

Do you use God’s word daily to protect you?

5. Lookback at Ps 119:105 and 1 Co 2.16, how has God used
His word to direct you?

How is it comforting to know that God’s word is there to
direct you?
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