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The Search Begins

We are thankful God continues to call Northsiders to the mission field. He knows the
plans He has for Northside as we send out our Senior Pastor, Eric Martin, and his family to
serve in a new area of ministry. Now we begin the search for the next Senior Pastor. At the
Members’ Meeting in February, Northsiders approved a group of seven to take up the task
of seeking out the right man for the job.
Dennis Brooks has accepted the call to lead the Search Team. Dennis says, “I am excited about how the search team is progressing. The Holy Spirit was active in our initial meetings that resulted in prayer, rejoicing and tears of joy. Our prayer coordinator Shawna
has a critical role, and Sharon, serving as our secretary/recorder, will attempt to keep us
organized. A team priority is to move at God’s pace with the conviction that there is only
one man God has for us. Prayer and support of each Northside member is needed and
necessary.  Psalm 116:2 -  ‘Because he inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call upon Him
as long as I live.’”

Introducing the Pastor Search Team
Dennis Brooks

I am a long-time Southern Baptist who accepted Christ in 1978. I have
served in the lay ministry in the areas of teaching, preaching, evangelism, and discipleship. Kathy and I started attending Northside in
2009. Areas of service include; deacon, life group co-leader, personnel team, jail ministry, church treasurer, and food pantry. Being part
of Randy Donaldson’s Sunday School class is a great blessing. Kathy
and I are blessed with two children and four grandchildren.
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Reaching and Teaching the Salty Christians of Belize
by Andres Nunez
My name is Andres and I have been a member of
Northside for over 3 years. I have a great passion for
teaching the Word of God in all its perfection with the
utmost veracity and was given the blessing and privilege to be on the team that went to Belize in May of
2018.
Reaching and Teaching is an organization that
brings a solid theological foundation to those saints
who are pastors/teachers that do not have access to
resources to be formally educated. I would describe
Belize City as a “second world” country where there
are the beginnings of first world country, but they are
still dealing with the struggles of a third world country.
The people we taught in Belize were the saltiest of
Christians. Teaching them is not only a blessing, but a
priority as fellow saints with the means to do so.
A “Salty Christian” essentially describes a certain
type of Christian. There is this phenomenon in the
States where an individual can claim to be a saint, yet
have no real “saltiness.” For the most part they live a life
free from real hardship, absent in growth, and passing
as a saint by being well versed in “Christianese.” However, Christians are called to be the salt of the world
by growing in the Spirit, enduring affliction, and loving
one another. I have a personal secondary meaning
to this saying. When a person goes through hardships,
situations that force them to come face to face with
their own weakness and gain full and very real reliance
on God, it causes a change in their personality and
outlook. Very much like how a sea battered sailor may
earn the title of a “salty sailor,” the Salty Christian isn’t
marked by crude language or a rough exterior. A Salty
Christian is marked by an overwhelming love and humility that comes from a very intimate need for God’s
daily provision, grace and mercy. Individuals that have
endured affliction are bound together in a way that
can only be attributed to the working of the Holy Spirit.
These Salty Christians emanate Gods love and a love
for God that convicts in the best possible way. Being
around these people almost causes a gut reaction to
praise God in song and hymns, to spontaneously bust
out in prayer and to dive deep into the pure waters of
scripture.
The pastors/teachers we served in Belize were remarkably salty. One earmark of their saltiness was
their voracious hunger for the Word of God. We had
the blessing of entering into fellowship and teaching
believers who where actively defending the word of
God against everything from Christian heresy to active
witchcraft, while they were elbow deep in afflictions.
The need to properly equip these leaders with the ammunition to fend off the bombardment of bad doctrine and satanic influence was abundantly apparent.
Being among these Salty Christians was amazingly
edifying, inspiring and convicting. The things they live
on a day-to-day basis and the outlook they have, was
like a catalyst that catapulted my walk into deeper
level of faith. It was as if they had a keen awareness
that every breath they draw is done so by the sovereign will and authority of our God. Their passion for the word of God is something I have
rarely seen. It can only be described as a
true fruit of the Spirit.

2

March 2019

Now I want to compare and contrast a bit to further elaborate on the experience of teaching in Belize. In the States when I observe those being taught
by me or another teacher, there may be one or a few
people who are actively devouring theological knowledge like water in a dessert. Generally, it’s the minority
who actively assimilate and directly apply theological
information. However, in Belize, there was a classroom
jam-packed with brothers and sisters who were clawing for more theology, history, and practical application. When there is one student who adamantly wants
to learn, it gives the teacher the motivation to endure
despite difficulties. Imagine if EVERY student wants to
learn with such intense passion and hunger? It would
be a crime not to teach them, and in this case even
more so because they are hungering for scripture!
This is the atmosphere of these mission trips. They are
mission opportunities to provide spiritual sustenance to
a people hungering for knowledge. They have an ambience of strong faith and overflowing worship. There is
this camaraderie with fellow saints that is cemented by
the Holy Spirit. It’s truly an experience that ministers to
the heart of the teacher and the mind of the student.
Here in Northside, I’m certain I don’t have to make an
argument on why we need to go out and teach, or
why we need to continue going back to Belize until, at
the very least, the curriculum is finished. The purpose
of this article was to attempt to articulate the amazing
experience of spiritually feeding those who hunger. It is
to convey the experience of living alongside a group
Salty Christians. The accommodations were modest,
the heat and humidity were oppressive, but the people
made this mission a thorough joy. Belize is by no means
a holy city on a hill, but the group of saints we taught
give good flavor to the city and are the salt that preserves the veracity of the Word of God.
Upcoming Training Scheduled in Belize
November 25-29, 2019
February 24-28, 2020
Are you interested to find out more? There will be a
meeting after the worship service on April 28 to discuss
details with those who have gone to Belize. Find out if
God may be calling you to go. Let the church office
know if you plan to attend the April 28 meeting or if
you are interested in going to Belize, but cannot attend
April 28.
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EVANGELIZING THE NEXT GENERATION:
GOSPEL GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS
Dates: Sunday, March 31 – Monday, April 1
Location: Main Hall
Indiana Convention Center
100 S Capitol Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46225
Registration: Free to the public.
No advance registration required.

Sunday, March 31 (6:30 – 9:00 PM)

Northside Kids and their families will enjoy a fun morning the week before Easter when we have our annual
Egg Hunt at Riverwood Park at 10 AM.

Session 1: It Takes a Church: Focused on the Family of
God (Albert Mohler)
Session 2:  Navigating the Noise: Good News Homes in
a Bad News World (Benjamin Watson)
Session 3: Train a Child in the Way He Should Speak:
Forming Future Evangelists (Jen Wilkin)
Session 4: Mirror of Sin and Means of Grace: Parents Are
Works in Progress, Too (Paul Tripp)

Monday, April 1 (9:00 – 11:30 AM)
Session 5: Catechetical Evangelism: Why Biblical Doctrine Is Good News (Ligon Duncan)

The Grand Prix wraps up the Awana season with this
family night of refreshments and racing. Kids and parents build pinewood derby cars prior to the race.

Session 6: Little Global Hearts: How to Give Kids a Vision
for the World (Danny Akin)
Panel Discussion: Youth Are Not the Future: The Urgent
Task of Evangelism Today (Cameron Cole, Jackie Hill
Perry, Glen Scrivener, Stephen Um)
Session 7: Now Is the Time: Signs of Hope for the Next
Generation (Trevin Wax)

Northside Student Ministry will view
the simulcast of Secret Church.
More details coming soon.

More Information at www.thegospelcoalition.org/TGC19
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(continued from page 1)

Mike Bowman

My wife Connie and I have been at Northside five years. I served on the Vision Planning Team
in 2014-2015 and have taught Cross Training, led a Life Group and currently teach in the Beacons Class on Sunday mornings in the Fireside Room. I regularly participate in the Tuesday
morning Men’s Prayer Breakfast. Connie and I are part of the Upper Room Prayer team and
we attend Wednesday evening Bible study and other gatherings for fellowship at Northside.

Michael Furey

I’ve been coming since 2003 when I started at Butler. Joined in’09 after graduating pharmacy school. Married in ’13 [by John Reeder :-)] and will soon be a father of three in May. Have
taught Sunday school over the years such as the Count it All Joy class and assisting with Cross
training. I have been active in serving with the children during extended care for the last 3.5
years and also active in a life group. I am a Southern Baptist Preacher’s kid who is familiar with
the other side of a pastor search.

Shawna Hammond

I came from Pingtung, Taiwan, became a Christian through Southern Baptist missionaries’
ministries in Taiwan, have been involved with missions, working as a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker for 18 years. I am married to Jason Hammond, and we have been attending Northside
Baptist Church for 4 years, serving in Children’s Church, Life Group, Prayer Committee, and
now on the Pastor Search Team.

David Justice

Our family moved from Dallas, Texas to Indianapolis in 1965. It was most important to my
parents that our family find a church in which we could be involved.  Northside had recently
moved into a small building at our current location. Although small, everyone was committed and loved the Lord. It was here that I accepted Christ and was baptized at the age of 9
I returned to Northside after college in 1980 with my wife, Vicki. Northside has been our family,
walking with us through all the ups and downs of life. Through the years, I have been involved
in various ministries of the church.  To music programs, choir, youth outreach (Reflections), and
Sunday school teacher to both youth and adults, I feel it is important to serve as well as to be
served. I have served in several administrative capacities. Those include serving and chairing
the Stewardship committee and serving on a previous pastor search committee.

Sharon Myers

I grew up in a Christian home in northern Minnesota.. My older sister led me to the Lord at a
backyard Bible club when I was 5 years old.  I met my husband Jim at Baylor University and we
were married in 1982. Jim and I raised four children: Sarah (with the Lord since 1996), Debbie, Katerina, and Charlie. Jim and I have been members of Northside for over 8 years. As
a Northside member, I have served in the Children’s ministry (nursery worker, Sunday School
teacher, VBS teacher, counselor at UYC), the music ministry, and the Upper Room ministry.  I
also served on the recent Lay Elder by-law committee, and I have benefited greatly from the
sound Biblical teaching I have received attending Northside adult Sunday School and Crosstraining classes.

Bev Olonoh

I was raised by Christian parents and accepted Christ when I was 10 years old. I have been
a member of Northside since 1989, when my three children and I moved here from Nigeria,
where my husband was killed in a car accident. I have served the Lord at Northside in multiple
ways, but am currently involved in prayer ministry, youth ministry, women’s life group and missions. My three children are married and I have four fantastic grandchildren (so far).
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Forty Days of Prayer
Just Another Easter?
Does your life get so busy that special times
fly past as just another day?
The celebration of our Lord’s resurrection
should be a significant time of reflection
and rejoicing in our Savior’s eternal life. But
do the chores of planning meals, arranging get-togethers, what-to-get-for-whom
and so much STUFF crowd out your sensitivity to Christ’s presence?
Things that we value are worth our investment of time to prepare. Northside, we
have an opportunity to invest a few minutes each day to prepare our hearts to be
sensitive to the Lord. Beginning Wednesday, March 13, there are 40 days leading
to Easter, April 21. If you are led to participate, you can take these 40 days to pray
with the Northside family in any of these
ways:
• Pick up a printed prayer booklet on
Sunday, March 10
• Download a pdf copy from www.northsideindy.org/prayer.html (after March 10)
• Join the Daily Prayer group through
Northside’s app and receive the daily
Scripture and prayer guide through email.
Northside family, let us draw near to God,
who will bless us with the unity, strength
and direction we ask. And by His power,
this Easter will be a life-changing experience – for us and for those Christ chooses
to impact through us – for His glory!

Special Prayer Time: March 30 - 9:30-10:30 AM
Join with Northsiders for a special time of praying together. Meet on the west side of our building near the
Prayer Room.
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Then Sings My Soul: Fireside Room, 6:30 PM
John Reeder is leading the adults in the Fireside Room
with a time of prayer and the study Then Sings My Soul.
Northside Student Ministry
Students in grades 6-12 meet the second and fourth
Wednesday each month in the Assembly Room (upstairs in the Christian Life Center) for an evening focused on discussion in small groups, teaching, worship
and some fun ice-breakers. Our current study is examining the question, “What is the Gospel?” based on the
book by Greg Gilbert. Please join us.
Northside Women have begun
a new way of getting to know
each other. Meet Me for Tea
is a regular get-together in the
Fireside Room on the first Saturday of the month, 11 AM to 1
PM. Please plan to bring a salad to share and your favorite
mug/cup for tea or coffee.

Awana, for age 3 through grade 5 meets Wednesdays
at 6:30 PM in Kids Cove. Cost is $15 per semester to
help cover the cost of vests and badges.
Dates:
April 6
June 1
August 3
October 5

For more information about the Artist’s Retreat and/or
the Woody Wright concert, go to ingma.com.

Join us for an evening of painting with Maureen May.
She will have a book of options for us to choose from
to paint (or bring your own). Cost is $25 for
a 16x20 canvas. All supplies are included.
Please RSVP and bring a food item to share.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Janice Morrow: Grade School Coordinator
We welcome our newest staff member, Janice
Morrow. Janice has lived in many states: Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, Tennessee, and Indiana. Indiana, however, is where she planted roots. Janice
has a Bachelor of Science in English from Tennessee Temple University. She and her family came to
Northside in 2008. She and her husband Rex, have
three children: Heather, Adelle, and Luke. She has
a passion for students and teaching.

Our Staff
John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor
Janice Morrow
jmorrow@northsideindy.org
Grade School Coordinator

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin
Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Women - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 6-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training:
Sunday, 9:00 AM
Life Together: Room D100
Membership Matters: Room D103

Dickerson:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Young Adults:
Sunday eve. 863-307-9492
Women:
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples

