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DECEMBER 2017
Pastor’s Chatter:
WOW! Can you believe it? By the time you
have received this newsletter, we will have
already begun the Advent season. I have to
tell you that even though the Advent season/
Christmas is such a busy schedule for me as a
minister, it is still my favorite season. I love
the decorations, the special music, the spirit
in the air, the worship of this season, the
exchange of gifts, the way our church
generously helps others, caroling to our homebound members,
the food, the laughter, and festivities of our gatherings.

Prepared Especially For:

When I was a small child, I remember going into the woods with
my dad or an older brother to pick out and chop down our
Christmas tree. It was usually a spruce or pine tree from our
farm. That evening, Mom would gather us around the tree to
decorate it. (Do you remember slinging icicles on the tree? We
weren’t supposed to do that! Ha!) Mom always wrapped our
presents about a week to two weeks before Christmas and placed
them under the tree. That allowed my brothers and I a few days
to shake them and try to figure out what was in those boxes
under the tree. (Of course, none of you did that, right?).

EACH SUNDAY
Worship with us in Song:
December 3: Our Faith Alive! Praise Band will hold a
LIVE Christmas Concert—5:30pm!
December 10: We will have Church-wide Christmas
Caroling & Supper—5:00pm
December 24: Our Chancel Choir’s Annual
Christmas Cantata—10:30am

Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:30am - 3:30pm
Email: trinityucc@trucc.net

Web: www.trinitytoday.org

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:30am
THE TRADITIONAL
& LAHU NATIVE
LANGUAGE SERVICE
10:30 am
”FAITH ALIVE!”
WORSHIP
5:00 pm
CHECK OUT our
Website (updated daily):
www.trinitytoday.org

We kids were in the children’s Christmas pageant at the little
country church. We also would go as kids and youth and sing to
our homebound members. I remember getting those Christmas
goody bags with fruits, nuts, peppermint sticks, and Wrigley’s
gum. (My grandmother was always telling me to bring her one of
those Christmas “pokes” home. It took me awhile to realize she
meant a Christmas goody bag like the kids got.)
On Christmas morning we got to see what Santa brought us, eat a
hearty full blown breakfast, and then extended family would
come to our home and exchange gifts. People seemed to be at
our house all day until late in the evening. Sometimes the men
would go hunting; the women were catching up (sometimes
gossiping) while preparing for dinner, and the kids were always
playing with their new toys or games. Christmas was always a
special time in my family. My mom or grandmother always made
sure we remembered that it was Christ’s birthday and Christmas
was not just about us and what we wanted. It was a time to make
sure others were included; the values of compassion and
generosity were instilled in our family.
There are people who need to know this Christmas that God is
Immanuel (God with us). Some need to know that Christ is the
light that dispels the darkness, or that He is our hope and the
One who came to give us everlasting peace. God loved us so much
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that He came as a human, a tiny baby, grew up, lived, ministered, died, and was resurrected for all
people to know the amazing grace and unconditional love of our Creator God.

DECEMBER 2017
From the Children’s School
(age 1 year—5 year):

May we truly be reminded this Christmas of the awe-inspiring, world changing, life-altering gift that is
Jesus the Christ! My benediction for you is this: may you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the joy of
the angels, the obedience of Joseph, the eagerness of the shepherds, and the peace of the Christ Child!
Marry Christmas!!
Gratefully and Lovingly,

DECEMBER 3—1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT AND
COMMUNION—HANIGING OF THE GREENS
10:30 am: “Sometimes the Best Gifts Come From
Unlikely Places”
Liturgist: Jennifer Lingle
Lay Reader: Kathy Winters
Old Testament Reading: Micah5:1-5a
Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-7
FAITH ALIVE! at 5:30 PM—Praise Band
PRESENTS Concert --“A Festival of Carols”
DECEMBER 10—2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Children’s Sermon: Jessica Spain
10:30 am: “Mary, Did You Know?”
Liturgist: Dawn Wilson
Lay Reader: Howard Cooper
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 89:1-4
Gospel Reading: Luke 1:26-38
NO FAITH ALIVE! 5:00 pm Soup and Sandwich
Supper followed by Christmas Caroling to
our homebound members
DECEMBER 17—3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Children’s Sermon: Jessica Spain
10:30 am: “Preparing the Way & Doing the
Preliminaries”

Phone: 828-464-0057
We will be very busy the next few weeks! We will be working
on special art projects, making presents for the people we
love, and preparing for our Christmas sing-a-long program.
Most importantly, we will be learning about the birth of Jesus,
our Savior!

Rev. Peggy
Worship in December:

Liturgist: Natalie Inman
Lay Reader: Kathleen Shuford
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-10a
Gospel Reading: John 1:6-8. 19-28
5:00 PM – Children’s Christmas Pageant followed
by supper at 5:45 pm (Rick Helton, cooking)
DECEMBER 24—4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:30 am Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata-“What
Sweeter Music”-A Festival of Carols
Children’s Sermon: Mark Dickerson
Liturgist: Shuford Abernethy
Lay Reader: Jennifer Lingle
Gospel Reading: Luke 2:8-20
7:00 PM – Christmas Eve Service of “Carols,
Candles, and Communion”
DECEMBER 31—1ST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS & MINISTRY OF INTERCESSORY PRAYER
10:30 am: Guest minister, Rev. Sandi Hood
Children’s Sermon: Mark Dickerson
Liturgist: Deb Hill
Lay Reader: Ted Setzer
Old Testament Reading: To Be Announced
Gospel Reading: TBA
NO FAITH ALIVE! at 5:00 PM

We wish you all a very merry of blessed Christmas!

Cathy, Teachers, & Children






Recuperating at Home—Jeanne Michael, Bill Graham, Mary Schell, Mike Kilby, Sarah Hoffman, Dotty
Shuford, Peggy Miller, Odessa Whitmire, Louise Schell
Homebound—Paul & Lula Towery, Mary Tuttle, Martha Sigmon
Abernethy Laurels—Grace Gundlach, Joan Williamson, Peggy Hollis, Marilyn Mills
Conover Nursing—Helen Ellis
Also, please remember:
Jackie Kanipe
Marion Graham
*Chrystal Dieter
*Billy Loftin
*Jane Philips
*Ann Emmitt
*Connie Harelson

UPCOMING EVENTS
December 19
Christmas Program
“T’was the Night Before Christmas”
December 21—January 1
Preschool CLOSED

Youth (6th Grade-12th Grade):
December 3—Gift Exchange (in the Youth Room); 11:45am. Snacks will be provided. Please
bring a gift that is $5 or less to exchange. Parents are more than welcome to participate.
December 17—Sunday School Christmas Party; 9:30am. We will be decorating, having
snacks, and making cards for service people.

Singles (age 18+):
December 9—Christmas Party; 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. This will be a potluck and gift
exchange (gifts should be no more than $10).

Senior Adults (age 55+):
December 15—Lunch & Cookie Swap; 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone attending
bakes (or buys) cookies for swapping. More details forthcoming...

A Few Reminders:

Remember In Prayer (& with your cards, calls, visits):
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To ensure that your information gets printed:
Bulletin information should be received no later than Thursday at
12:00noon. Tablet information should be received no later than the
20th of the month.



Due to safety concerns, the outside doors will remain locked at all
times during the week. We are in process of scheduling a time for
the Conover Police Department to come and speak with us
regarding the safety and well-being of our members.



Prayer Requests are sent weekly in email form. Please call the Church Office if you would like
to be added to the list—(828)464-8226—or send Tamara an email—trinityucc@trucc.net.



The Church Website (trinitytoday.org) is updated daily. Once on the site, you can find an up-to
-date calendar of events, Sunday’s bulletin, this month’s newsletter, submit a prayer request or
care note, and much more!! Please check it out!
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Kidz Club (age 2 year—5th Grade):




Monthly Service:
Alcolyte—Evie Belle Hight
Cross Bearer—Gina Setzer
Elder(s) - Deb Hill & Dawn Kilby

Happy Birthday
& Anniversary:

01—Clay Abernethy
Aubrey Herman
02—Elise Wilson
John West
04—Chris & Monica Wise
Jerry & Susan Mallonee
05—Steven Anderson
07—Derek Lackey
Kyaw Win
08—Gloria Thomas
Win Tin
Jeff & Elizabeth Jackson
10—Helen Ellis
11—John Houston
12—Troy Lawrence
13—Zoee Falder
Tiffany Hathaway
Wayne Trotter
14—Reagan Kilby
16—Patsy Randall
18—Coy Sherrill
20—Don Patrick

Ushers: JV & Patsy Randall, Ivey Curlee,
Tony Wells

Dec 3

Christmas Pageant—Sunday, December 17; 5:00pm
(Family Christmas Dinner will follow)
Please have kids at church by 3:30pm.

stop by our table after church on Sunday—or call the
church office. All proceeds will benefit our adopt-a-family.
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In the Lord’s Service:

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals:
Sunday, December 3—11:45am-1:00pm
Sunday, December 10—11:45am-1:00pm
Saturday, December 16—Dress Rehearsal
& Christmas Activities; 10:00am-4:00pm

Fundraisers:
 Casseroles (come ready to be baked or frozen)! Baked
Spaghetti or Chicken Pie *Orders and payments will
be taken until Sunday, December 3rd. To order, please
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Sunday, December 10
8:30-9:30am
“A Short Stack for a Tall Cause”
in the LEC
All proceeds will benefit our
adopt-a-family.

Yvonne Propst
Dianne Propst
Tommy & Jo Ann Simmons
23—Gary Null
Jane Bartholomew
Peggy Hollis
Rob Rowe
Hunter Jorgensen
Ken & Shirley Poovey
24—Martha Null
Carl Spencer
25—Dee Sein
Marilyn Mills
Ryan Spencer
Darlene Whittaker
26—Aimee Falder
Terry & Sylvia Settlemyre
27—JV Randall
29—Ethan Sims
Jack Power
31—Aising See

Dec 10

Dec 17

Dec 24

Larry Fox

Poinsettias

Poinsettias

Greg & Carolyn
Reitzel

Natalie Inman

Shuford
Abernethy

Deb Hill

Jennifer
Lingle

Ted Setzer

Dawn Kilby

Joye Lane

Flowers

Jason & Lisa
Herman

Liturgists

Jennifer Lingle

Dawn Wilson

Lay Readers

Kathy Winters

Howard Cooper

Treasury
Assistants

Natalie Inman

Dianne Propst

Advent
03:
10:
17:
24:

Kathleen
Shuford
Jessica Spain

Readers:
Gloria Hill, Dianne Propst, & Mike Brittain
Tommy, JoAnn, & Chloe Simmons
CJ, Megan, & Hunter Jorgensen
Shuford & Jayne Abernethy & Family

Oct YTD Actual

Oct YTD Budget

Difference from
Budget

OFFERING

$ 217,334

$ 220,307

-$ 2,973

INVESTMENT

$ 19,471

$ 19,876

-$ 404

RENTAL INCOME

$ 8,200

$ 15,000

-$ 6,800

OTHER INCOME

$ 20,773

$ 6,850

$ 13,923

TOTAL INCOME

$ 265,778

$ 262,033

$ 3,746

TOTAL SPENDING

$ 268,457

$ 266,876

-$ 1,581

Surplus/Deficit (-)*

-$ 2,679

-$ 4,844

$ 2,165

Financials:

From the Consistory:
Thank You:


During this time of loss of someone we love, the greatest asset is our friends. No Church
Family could be kinder and more caring than ours. THANKS to all of you! - Ivey & Betty Curlee



THANK YOU, Trinity friends, for your cards, phone calls, and visits while I was at rehab and at
home. We would like to send a special THANK YOU to the Seekers Sunday School Class for the
kind gesture of preparing food for us. Your love and care is greatly appreciated!
- Mary Schell

Dec 31

2018 Nominations (results from our Fall Congregational Meeting):
Deacons: Kelly Barringer, David Eckard, Gloria Hill, Jo Ann Simmons
Elders: Joye Lane, David Setzer, Kathy Winters
Budget: Approved
Trinity Foundation: Approved
Houston Foundation: Approved
Trustees: Approved
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From our Boards:


Trinity Foundation:
The Board will review applications for 2018 funding in December 2017 and make a decision
in January 2018 for projects to fund. The decision to fund will be based on merit/need and
the available monies from 2017 Foundation investment earnings.



Dewey A. Houston Foundation:
Scholarship Applications are now available for the 2018-2019 academic year. If you were a
winner in 2017, you should be receiving a reminder letter about getting us your transcripts.
Please make sure transcripts are received no later than December 10, 2017!



Board of Education:
In December, our board will be meeting on Tuesday, December 12th at 7:00pm in the Library.
We will be discussing kids Christmas party, pageant, and planning for the New Year.



Board of Fellowship:
In December, our board will be aiding with set-up and serving on two different Sundays—the
10th and 17th. We will be serving up something “hot” on Christmas caroling night and
something “kid-friendly” for the Christmas Pageant.



Board of Mission:
In 2018, we will be aiding sixteen organizations, on behalf of Trinity Reformed UCC. Two of
these organizations are: Doctors Without Borders and Holy Joe’s Café. Doctors Without
Borders delivers lifesaving emergency medical care to victims across the globe—fighting
epidemics, malnutrition, or responding to natural disasters. Holy Joe’s Café is a place where
military chaplains (on ships, bases, or abroad) are able to share Christ and bring a taste of
home to the tired, anxious, angry, lonely, and wounded. We also aid the missionary family of
Andy & Ellen Collins in Thailand.



Board of Worship:
In December, our board will be aiding with Hanging of the Greens (on December 3rd),
Christmas poinsettia orders (to be set-up on December 16th), and taking down the Christmas
tree on January 6, 2018. Any and all help will be appreciated!



Board of Evangelism:
Plans & Initiatives for 2018 include: Creating opportunities to better serve young working
families and retirees new to the area, Involving new members in evangelism projects,
Coordinating and promoting a Church Safety Awareness program, Sponsoring an internet
safety program, Sponsoring a take-home casserole meal prep activity (for young working
mothers), Participate in 2018 Fall Festival, Newton-Conover Football team Fall meal,
Community-wide Christmas cookie sale in December, and Creating “surprise extras”
opportunities for the Congregation throughout the year!

DECEMBER 2017
Musings From Mark:
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone ‘round
about them and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all people!” –Luke 2:9-10
I always try to put myself in the shepherds’ shoes (or sandals) and imagine what it
would have been like in this verse. I have probably seen every Christmas play and
pageant in the Western Hemisphere, and each one of them offers something different.
I’m not just saying this because I am working in ministry, but I really appreciate when
the ‘reason for the season’ is recognized somewhere in the play.

I have to say that the Radio City Music Hall Rockettes was among the best I have ever seen. Sure, the
dancers had put a lot of time, effort, and energy into putting on a good show, but it was the finale with the
manger scene that impressed me. The manger looked about what I would have imagined. The actors were
all dressed in ancient Middle Eastern attire, and the three wise men were in silken robes and had more
jewelry than I have ever seen grown men wear. There were live animals: donkeys, sheep, a bull, and camels!
When the narrator read the verse that I have at the top, the brightest spotlight was focused overhead. My
grandfather, who had always wanted to see the Rockettes, was thoroughly enjoying the show. His only
complaint was that the Rockettes should have come out at the very end. Well, Grandy (what I called my
grandfather), I hate to break it to you, but Christmas is about the birth of Christ,
Now when I read this verse, I think of a storm that I witnessed one night while Todd and I were driving
through the desert in Arizona. It was pretty much pitch black, until the lightning struck. Once the
lightning struck, it was almost like seeing a brief glimpse of daytime. You could see the cacti, rocks, and
sand, and then it would go back to dark again. Imagine how this miraculous light must have looked as the
heavenly host greeted the shepherds!
As we close out 2017, I want to thank everyone for making this year more positive (in my opinion) than last
year. People have a tendency to focus on whatever is ahead, but I think that it is also good to reflect on
what has been positive in the past. I was so glad that we were able to take a mission trip this year! I was so
impressed by how well our youth worked up in Ohio and how well they made friends. We had some
camping-style fun with our vacation Bible school back in August. The biggest events this year I would have
to say were the Easter egg hunt and the fall festival. I also want to thank the Board of Evangelism for their
constant promotion of our church and getting Lynn Cowell to come and speak on parenting. I want to
thank every single person who has helped me with children’s church and also chaperoning any youth
activities. As we move into 2018, I want to give everyone a sneak-peek preview of what is to come: more
fundraising for our service project week in June, including a choco-gram in February, two courses on
managing finances, and much more!
Blessings for December and the Christmas season!

Mark
ALL AGE/FAMILY EVENT
Saturday, December 23; 3:00pm.



Board of Personnel & Board of Finance
We are now accepting applications or resumes for the part-time
position of Financial Secretary. Please mail yours to: 217 2nd
Ave NE—Conover, NC 28613 (Attention Personnel).
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Country Christmas Train in Denton, NC. Tickets are
$15 for those over 11 years old—$5 for those aged 511—and free for children under 5. Admission includes
train ride and also lighted walking tour through the
park. There is a church with carols being performed
and a petting zoo. Please let Mark know as soon as you
are interested, so he can book.

CONGRATULATIONS
to Robert Clayton Rowe
who is graduating from
North Carolina State University
on December 15th!
Robert will be receiving two Bachelor of
Science Degrees—in Electrical
Engineering and in
Computer
Engineering.
Congratulations,
Robert!!

