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Items of Discussion

• Profile of the South Carolina Graduate

• Technical Skills Overview

• Testing/Assessments Purpose

• Assessments

• Testers

• Test Dates and Practice Tests

• Test Development

• CATE Testing/Assessment Website Analysis

• 2017-18 Test Results (handouts)

• Teaching Methods - Share



Profile of the South Carolina 

Graduate



Technical Skills Assessments 

Overview

• 10,523 students tested in 
2017-18

• 91 Technical Skill 
Assessments

• 50% STEM

• 19% Health Science

• 13% CTECS TSA 
administered

• 10 TSA Vendors

• 7 Updated TSAs

• 2 new TSAs for next year 

(Baking/Pastry and Digital 

Communications)

• 1 new TSA (Human 

Resource Management)



Purpose

• Program Quality

• Content Knowledge

• Certification

• SLO’s

• Accountability

–2S1 – Technical Skills Attainment (TSA) 

–Carl Perkins



Testers
• Completers Only!

– Students who have completed all the required 
courses and Carnegie units in a CIP-coded 
program of study, and in their final course.

– Note: the CIP-code must match the program test.

– Can take the test prior to their work-based 
learning course.



Test Window and Practice Tests

• Fall Testing Window (Tentative Dates): 

• Nov. 7 (Ag)

• Nov. 13, 2018 – Feb. 1, 2019 (NHSE)

• Nov. 28 – Jan. 28 (All others)

• Spring Testing Window:

– April 3 – June 5, 2019

– May 1 (Ag)

Practice tests are available for some tests! 



Test Development –

CTECS/Committee

• Two required courses’ standards for each 
program

• Committees evaluate pre-existing test bank 
questions and add more as needed.

• Pilot mode for at least two years

• Cut Score Determination – analysis of 
questions



Organized by 

cluster, then

by vendor

Technical Skills Assessment Website

https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/career-and-technology-education/performance-accountability/career-and-technology-education-technical-skill-assessments/
https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/career-and-technology-education/performance-accountability/career-and-technology-education-technical-skill-assessments/


Handout Analysis

• Review standards and scores



Teacher Methods

• Suggestions?
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