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Bells
Announcements
Prelude

“Morning Has Broken,”
traditional. Arr. by Dan Chadburn

Call to Worship

Heather Tower

Leader: Sing praise to God, you who trust in God.
Give thanks to his holy name.
People: We cannot remain silent, for God is good.
From the depth of our being we offer thanks and praise to God.
Leader: God is attentive to us and hears our cries.
God lifts us up and restores us to life.
People: God changes our deep sobs into joyful dance.
God clothes us with garments of gladness.
Leader: The word of life is ours to receive.
The good news is available to be shared with all.
People: We will reach out to God for health and wholeness.
We will embrace one another with concern and care.
*Hymn

Sing Praise to God, Our Highest Good vs 1-3

Gathering Prayer

Heather Tower

We gather to thank you, gracious God, for those times when we have been lifted up by your
hand and known your healing touch. You offer us hope and joy in our deepest needs. You
surround us with love stronger than our pain and doubts and losses. In faith we come today
reaching out for your help. We look to the promise your abundant life and dare to pursue
your good will, for us and for your world. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Psalm 30

Heather Tower

1

I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up,
and did not let my foes rejoice over me.
2
O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me.
1

3

O LORD, you brought up my soul from Sheol,
restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit.
4
Sing praises to the LORD, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy name.
5
For his anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.
6
As for me, I said in my prosperity, “I shall never be moved.”
7
By your favor, O LORD, you had established me as a strong mountain;
you hid your face; I was dismayed.
8
To you, O LORD, I cried, and to the LORD I made supplication:
9
“What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the Pit?
Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness?
10
Hear, O LORD, and be gracious to me! O LORD, be my helper!”
11
You have turned my mourning into dancing;
you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy,
12
so that my soul may praise you and not be silent.
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever.
Mark 5:21-43

Rosemary Dawson

21

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat[a] to the other side, a great crowd gathered around him;
and he was by the sea. 22 Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he
saw him, fell at his feet 23 and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of death.
Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” 24 So he went with him.
And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. 25 Now there was a woman who had been
suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. 26 She had endured much under many physicians, and
had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. 27 She had heard about
Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 for she said, “If I but touch his
clothes, I will be made well.” 29 Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that
she was healed of her disease. 30 Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus
turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?” 31 And his disciples said to him,
“You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 He looked all
around to see who had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear
and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter,
your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”
35
While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is
dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” 36 But overhearing[b] what they said, Jesus said to the
leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37 He allowed no one to follow him except
Peter, James, and John, the brother of James.
38
When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people
weeping and wailing loudly. 39 When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a
commotion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him.
Then he put them all outside, and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him,
and went in where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which
means, “Little girl, get up!” 42 And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was
twelve years of age). At this they were overcome with amazement. 43 He strictly ordered them that
no one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.
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Special Music

Sermon

“The Unclouded Day,”
by Josiah K. Alwood. Arr. by Lorie Line
“A Touch of Healing”

Have you ever thought about how many things you touch in the course of a day? From rubbing your
eyes and reaching for that first hot cup of coffee in the morning, to resting your face on a smooth
cool pillow at night, touch is ever present – so much so we seldom think about it. Touch is part and
parcel of our lives. And touch is, or can be, a powerful experience.
Today we hear about the power of touch in Christ’s ministry. Jesus has been teaching by the sea of
Galilee and word has spread of his incredible power to heal. A man named Jairus, the leaders in the
local synagogue, comes to Jesus, literally begging for his daughter’s life. And he asks Jesus, very
specifically to “come and touch her so she will be healed and live”. And without a word, Jesus
responds to this father’s plea, and his broken heart, and follows him to the house.
But on the way there another, very ill, very desperate person seeks Jesus’ healing touch. A nameless
woman, a person on the opposite end of the social spectrum from Jairus, comes to Jesus. She is ill,
but she is also a social outcast, unclean and unwelcome, because of her illness. She does not have
the freedom, or the right, to address him, not even to beg. So this feisty woman takes matters into
her own hands. She comes to Jesus for the same reason Jairus did, "If I can just touch his clothes, I
will be made well." She knows of Jesus’ power to heal, and she reached out and she touched him.
We know what happens next. Her chutzpah is rewarded. "At once her bleeding stopped; she could
feel in her body that she was healed." It really did not need to go any further than that, she was well,
her disease was gone. But Jesus was not about to let that singular touch go. He was being jostled,
bumped and touched by dozens of people, but this touch touched him, deeply. Jesus felt that flow of
power surge through him, he knew it had washed over to someone in need. He wanted to know
who; not who had such audacity, but who it was that had such faith.
He kept on asking, and seeking out this person until this anxious woman she steps forward, and
begins to tell her story... twelve years, doctors, money, last resort... "If I could only touch..." As
Jesus listens, he extends to her a touch that forever will soothe her soul: "Daughter”, he said, [and
this is the only time in the gospels we have record of Jesus addressing anyone this way] ...Daughter,
your faith has made whole; go now in peace, and be free of your suffering." Jesus shares with her a
deep and powerful blessing. Jesus raises her up from her burden, her stigma, and her social
isolation. She is known, she is loved, she is valued and cared for. Jesus acknowledges the depth of
her faith, and grants her healing beyond the physical –to the peace and wholeness of God. She is
fully restored. It is a true celebration of life.
But in the meantime, the little girl, the other daughter, Jairus' daughter, died. A messenger comes
from home; “Don't bother Jesus anymore. It is too late. She is gone.” And Jesus turns to Jairus to
encourage his faith, like the faith of this woman… ‘you came asking for life… don’t yield now to
fear, keep on believing.’ Jairus did, and we hear the rest of the story. Jesus enters the house,
silences the funeral proceedings goes to the child, touches her hand and says, "Young lady, rise up
now." And she does. Jesus healed her, Jesus raised her, with a simple touch. Again.
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That was the power of Jesus touch then, and it is still the power of Jesus’ touch today. Especially
since we have been through so many months where a simple touch has been taboo, the promise of a
touch, any touch, can be a true gift of grace. This scripture invites all of us, whoever we are,
however we are, to seek through the Spirit of Jesus, the touch we need to find wholeness and
blessing. And as servants of Jesus Christ, and we are called to touch people’s lives with the love
and power of God. We can be instruments of God’s healing presence to be there for others with care
and compassion and support, and yes, even healing. So, for just a moment, reach out, right now, to
someone next to you. Take their hand, go ahead. And now touch them, and let them touch you. Say
or do, what the spirit of Christ is motivating in you. And may the life-giving presence of God be
known in our midst.
And all God’s people say - Amen.
Hymn

# 628 W&R

We Cannot Measure

Joys and Concerns
As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the Trumpet
Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your needs. Prayer is a
gift we can always use. If you would like the church to pray for you please contact pastor Rosemary
or Michele Lawler.
Prayers of the People
Loving God, we thank you and praise you today for all your goodness to us. In Jesus Christ, you
have touched our lives with healing for our bodies and wholeness for our souls. And through your
Spirit you empower us to continue Christ’s healing work as we seek to touch other lives with your
goodness and grace. And so, we come to you now with a bold and confident faith that you hear our
prayers and answer us in faithfulness.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. May your presence be our strength and your
goodness our hope as we work through the many challenges we face. May we find encouragement
as we face our fears and sense your healing touch in the burdens of our life. And may each of us be
strengthened as we support others in their struggles and needs.
We pray for our world in all its needs, for healing of the planet and peace among the nations. May
all our leaders seek your restoration and your guidance, that all peoples may enjoy your rich
blessings. And we pray for all who are not so fortunate today. May the ill know your healing, the
mourning your comfort and the needy your aid. We especially lift up… and we thank you for….
We praise you O God, for depth of your tender care and loving presence, through Jesus Christ, who
taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response
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Offering
We have known the abundance of God’s goodness, the depth of God’s mercy and grace, and the
wondrous power of God’s healing touch. Now we are invited to make God’s goodness known to
all. In our giving we have the opportunity to share with others the blessings of God we have
known. Let us dedicate our offerings with joy.
We offer you these gifts O God, in response to your steadfast love made known in Christ. As he
transformed people’s lives with the healing power of his love, may the power of his Spirit continue
to work through us and our ministries, that all may know your abundant life. Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
Hymn

# 366 NCH

God of Our Life

Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Benediction
Go now into the world
May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May God look upon you with favor and give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26 adj.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude
Anointing Prayer (available after the service)

*******
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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