Discipleship Tip of the Month

Light of Christmas ; Hope; Light Matthew 4:16; Luke 2:32
About 20 years ago there was a house near the entrance of our subdivision that kept their Christmas
lights burning long after the season was past. They burned through January. Even through the first of
February those outside lights burned every night. Finally, about the middle of February I became a bit
critical and said, "If I were too lazy to take my Christmas lights down, I think I'd at least turn them off at
night."
But about the middle of March there was a sign outside of their house that explained why they'd left the
lights on. It said simply, "Welcome home, Jimmy." We learned that family had a son in Vietnam, and they
had unashamedly left their Christmas lights on in anticipation of his return.
Lights are a symbol of hope.
Citation: Robert Russell, author and pastor of Southeast Christian Church, Louisville, Kentucky, in
sermon "Jesus Came to Be the Light," Preaching Today #195
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January ~ 2015
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ABA /ARC closed New Year’s Day
Executive Committee meets at North Beaver Baptist Church
National Sanctity of Human Life Day

February

February is True Love Waits Emphasis Month
1
Souper Bowl Sunday for Ashe Really Cares
14
Valentines Day
16
President’s Day

March

1-8
8
15
20
29

Week of Prayer & Offering for Annie Armstrong / NAMB
Daylight Savings time begins
Substance Abuse Prevention Sunday
Spring begins
Palm Sunday
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OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 AM—4:00 PM, Monday—Friday
Location: 204 Beaver Creek School Rd. West Jefferson, NC
Mailing Address: PO Box 850 Jefferson, NC 28640
Phone: 336-846-5631 Website: www.ashebaptist.org

Preacher David’s Corner

Rev. David Blackburn, Director of Missions
Email: domdblackburn@gmail.com

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Christmas time is a magical time for children, youth and adults because of the
birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Even the will of heathen monarchs is made to
fulfill the will of God all through history and at Christmas time. Although we wish
peace on earth and good will to all men some of the world excludes Christ. No
room at the inn situation. Do we have room for Christ this Christmas? Some folks
are too busy to really celebrate the Christmas Season. If we take time to celebrate
Christmas we welcome Jesus into our hearts. When we make room for Him is our
busy schedule we find a new understanding of Christmas. Humility instead of the
high and mighty come into play. God grants His divine favor to those who are
humble and serve Him in their proper sphere. Not the idle man or the one who
thinks he is perfect. The wise men and the shepherds all were used by God. I feel
we are somewhere in between those folks. It is welcome news when we hear of a
birth especially the birth of our Savior! Even angels take notice when the
Christmas Event takes place. They rejoice and we should as well. Ponder and
dwell upon the true thoughts of Christmas and your spirit will be satisfied. Jesus
is the reason for the season!
2015 is around the corner. Its a new year! What will happen in your world? I pray
it will be well with you with lots of exciting events to share the love of Christ with
those are near you and those who live away from you.
Southern Baptist continue to lead the way in helping, giving and sharing at home
and abroad. I am glad that I can be a part of a denomination that serves and
stands on the Word of God. I choose the Holy Bible as my guide of 2015 and look
forward to being led by the Holy Spirit to do the work that He has called me to do.
2015 is ready for you, are you ready for the new year?
Letting Christ rule and reign in your heart will help you
at Christmas time and will prepare you for 2015!!

Your Servant, David
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January
Birthdays

Ashe Really Cares
336-846-5234

1—Mrs. Lillan Miller
5—Ms. Mattie Latham
6—Rev. Kevin York
8—Rev. Larry Powers
9—Ms. Opal Ballou
13—Rev. Keith Elledge
18—Rev. Mike Trivette
20—Rev. Steve Ashley
25—Mrs. Ann Farmer
27—Mrs. Ethel Burchette

Email: ashereallycares@yahoo.com

Another year is almost gone and here we are again asking
ourselves "Where has this year gone?" As we realize that we
cannot stop the hands on the clock we must slow down and
savor all that we can from each day. As the fast past life that
we live drains not only our physical and emotional strength it
can drain us spiritually if we are not careful. As we look
forward let us look inward and guard what is so precious to
each of us and that is Jesus Christ and what we can do for
HIM.
I want to thank each church and individual who has been
such a blessing through the year and through this holiday
season. You have touched so many people with your
generosity and your kindness. We have been able to share the
love of Christ with so many people. You have a big part in
that sharing even though you may not see the person but you
feel the blessing each time that you bring or send things to
the ARC. This past month we have been able to help 211
families. We touch about 1,000 people with different things
that we do each month. We also continue to see new families
come in for help. This past month we had 12 families that
needed help to make ends meet.
During the holidays with the help of Appalachian Senior
Program we were able to help 25 of our elderly with gifts
and assist on their heating. We were able to also help 25
children (that did not get into the Ashe County Children’s
Christmas Project) receive gifts (thanks to the two elves who
work all year to make this possible). God's love is shared
with all that the ARC does through your giving.
As the hardest part of winter is ahead of us please
remember those around you that may need help to stay warm.
Thanks to the churches that have helped with heating
assistance through the ARC. As we know it can get pretty
cold here in the mountains so check those inside your church
to see if they need a little extra help to stay warm especially
the elderly.
We would like to thank you for your prayers and support that
we feel everyday. You and your church has been a blessing
not only to the clients but to us who work to make your
mission a place where Christ is shared and lives can be
changed. My prayer is that God will richly touch each of you
in a very special way this next year. As for now enjoy the
holidays and have a Merry Christmas and remember to slow
down and share Christ with those around you.
Ashe Really Cares
Pat Miller, Director

"Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for
joy; for, behold, your reward is great in
heaven."

The Looms Ladies Bible Study at the Associational
Office will be starting its winter Bible study.
Ladies, you don’t want to miss this one. God has led
us back to DANIEL for a Beth Moore Bible Study,
“Lives of integrity Words of Prophecy”.
Just as the prophet Daniel faced unbelievable
pressure to compromise his faith in a hostile culture
and was constantly confronted by temptations and
threats just like today’s similar trials we face.
*The first portion of the study deals with Daniel’s
life as he faced the kind of pressures and temptations
Christians encounter today. Daniel models how to
develop enduring integrity in an enticing world.
*The second portion explores thrilling prophecies
from the time of Daniel through the second coming
of Christ.
All ladies are encouraged to join us. Call the
associational office and tell Trish you will be
attending so that we will have a book for you.

Ashe Baptist Associational Office
Thursdays at 11:30-12:30
Begins Thursday, January 8, 2014
The study will be a 24 week study.
~ A New Year’s Prayer ~

May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasant,
But by showing you when people and their causes
need you most, and by making you anxious to be there
to help.
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year
ahead.

January Wedding
Anniversaries
17—Rev. & Mrs. Keith Woodie
20—Rev. & Mrs. Johnny Huffman
30—David & Myra Phillips

We would love to share your church events, new ministries
or other church happenings in the next newsletter.
 The deadline for submitting articles is the 20th of each
month.
 We email all announcements we receive to the Jefferson
Post & Mountain Times by 12:00 noon each Tuesday.
 We announce on the radio (WKSK, 580AM) with the Ashe
Baptist Associational News every Saturday morning at 9:10.
 We also post announcements on the Ashe Baptist website
at www.ashebaptist.org
You may call or fax us your church announcements to
846-5631 or email them to domdblackburn@gmail.com or
ashebaptist@yahoo.com

Be sure to check out the
newly designed website at

Please remember our
churches without pastors



www.ashebaptist.org
Please let us know you church
website address so we can
link you to us.

Wagoner Baptist Church
Blue Ridge Baptist Church

January is Sanctity of Human Life Month
"Movie Night: Host a showing of a Powerful Pro-Life Film"
Life Changes Everything: Discover Zac Ryan will be screening at churches across America and
Ireland starting the month of January. We are using the film as a joint fundraiser for your local pregnancy care center. If you would like to set up showings at your church, please
email DZRHELP@GMAIL.COM
If you are interested, I will send you a screener of the film to watch - either online or on DVD plus details on how to host a showing.
This movie was inspired by true events. The writer/director learned his brother was
aborted and he was almost aborted. To view the trailer go
to: LIFECHANGESEVERYTHING.COM
“Life Changes Everything” begins at an abortion clinic in 1978. Madeline Ryan is 19 years old, tender-eyed, confused and about 12
weeks pregnant. Her boyfriend, Eric, 23, is a career-minded student on his way to graduate school. They talk together in the clinic as
they wait to be seen. Madeline is hesitant, but Eric is determined to get this done today. In the midst of conversation, Eric makes
the statement, “Having a baby will change everything!”. A doctor enters and asks Madeline if she is ready…if she really wants to go
through with this…………………..The room is silent.
All we hear…is a HEARTBEAT.
Flash-forward to PRESENT DAY - ZAC RYAN is a clinical oncologist searching for a cure, when he discovers his trial patient is his
biological father.

Thank you for once again for supporting the Ashe County Children's
Christmas Project! Through your support we gave Christmas gifts to 799

children, who might not otherwise have gifts to open on Christmas. This is
truly a community-wide effort. Churches, businesses, organizations and
individuals all come together to make this happen. If you would like to be
involved in the planning stages for 2015 please give DOM, David
Blackburn a call at 846-5631 to put on the mailing list for information on
the planning meetings scheduled for 2015.
(Do you recognize any of these “Elves” pictured below?)

Ashe Memorial Hospital Outreach

Ashe Memorial Hospital would like to recognize their
employees for their kindness and generosity. Melissa
Lewis, AMH Outreach currently organized a coat
drive for Ashe Really Cares. The employees
donated a record number of coats (111).

CREATION OR CHAOS?
For almost 150 years, the theory of evolution,
popularized by Charles Darwin, has been growing in its
influence in our society. That which was once taught as
only a theory is now being promoted as absolute fact.
The rise of humanism, the philosophy that man is the
center of all things, the new age movement that
promotes an any thing goes lifestyle, and many other
anti-biblical movements are a direct result of the
godless teaching of evolution that is dominating our
modern day educational and scientific communities.
What can Christians do to counter these
ungodly influences? I Peter 3:15 says, “But sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give
an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear:” Do you
know that there are Bible believing scientists who
believe that God created the heaven and the earth in six
days and that the Bible gives clear answers for the
reason the earth is as it is today?
In an effort to help believers counter the
evolutionary thinking of the day, the Institute for
Creation Research has produced a series of 12 DVDs
entitled “Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis”. Each
DVD is 22 minutes long and is packed with
information and inspiration that can help Christians
grow in their faith and give them the tools they need to
“fight the good fight”. If you and your church would be
interested in learning more about this important
subject, please contact Herb Parunak at 336-877-6847.

Update on new services at AMH

Fuse Endoscopy

Ashe Memorial Hospital is pleased to announce that we
will be using EndoChoice’s Fuse system! This new
technology significantly reduces the miss rate of
potentially pre-cancerous lesions during a colonoscopy.





Pediatrics:
Blue Ridge Pediatrics sees
patients on Mondays and Fridays.
ENT Services:
Dr. Charles Ford with Blue
Ridge Ear Nose & Throat sees patients on
Mondays.
Orthopedics:
OrthoCarolina sees patients 3
days a week.

“Elves” from Calvary United Methodist Church

NC BAPTIST MEN’S DAY
JANUARY 25, 2015

The fourth Sunday in January is the designated day
each year for NC Baptist Men’s Day. Churches use this
day to remind their entire congregation of the
importance of Baptist Men’s ministry within the
church, community and the world. The 81st observance
of Baptist Men’s Day this year falls on January 25. But
if January 25 is not convenient date for Baptist Men’s
Day in your church, please feel free to plan it for any
other Sunday.
The theme this year is
“Broken Enough to Care—Healed Enough to Dare”
Luke 8:39

Special thanks to Mission Home Baptist ,
Bristol Baptist Ladies Circle, Orion Baptist Church,
Calvary Baptist , Friendship Baptist, Round Knob Baptist,
Phoenix Baptist, & Old Fields Baptist for the nice gifts and
thinking of us at Christmas.
Love,
DOM David & Linda Blackburn

Myra Phillips, Joy Riggs & Emma Riggs from Bald
Mountain Baptist Church

Young teens at work

Mrs. Drew Yount & son
^^^^^
pictured
above
and to
the right
> are
“elves”
that
came all
the way
from
Asheboro to
help out
for the
Patti Dillard & Emma
2nd
Riggs from Bald Mountain
year.
Baptist Church

“Elves” from Grassy Creek United
Methodist Church

Young mom teaching that it is better to give
then to receive.

More of the “Elves” from the Ashe County Children’s Christmas Project.

“Elves” from Jefferson United Methodist
Church

Colleen Dixon from Jefferson United
Methodist Church

Thank you Ashe County Ford for your sponsorship of the Annual Minister, Wives & Staff Christmas Dinner. We
had a wonderful time eating, fellowshipping, and singing as we celebrated the birth of our Savior. Thank you to
Friendship Baptist Church for the beautifully decorated fellowship hall—all of the tiny details you did to make it
very special are appreciated! Thanks also to Smoky Mtn. BBQ for catering the event. Merry Christmas from all the
staff & ministers of the Ashe Baptist Association.

Hospice volunteers

Dr. & Mrs. Jim Rash

Fletcher Memorial Baptist Church Youth Group

A great time was enjoyed by all attending.

Kyle Ball & Johnny Davis

Rev. & Mrs. Mark Weist

Carolyn Shepherd with the
Santa and all the gifts wrapped and ready to
“critters”. These “critters” dolls
distribute
were sewn and donated by the
Nathan’s Creek Extension and
Community Association (formerly
Extension Homemakers).

Mr. Junior Greer lead us in singing

Folks from Liberty Grove & Oak Hill

Rev. & Mrs. Wayne Osborne & Rev. &
Mrs. Steve LeaShomb

Jennifer Hart & some “elves” from
Friendship Baptist Church

Mrs. Phyllis Pugh & Mrs. Ethel
Francis

Rev. John Elledge
showing off his festive
socks

Mrs. Rachel Nave-Lewis
blessed us with her lovely
voice.

Rev. Lawrence Goodman reading the
true account of Christmas from the book
of Luke.

The 2015
Associational
calendars are
ready. Please stop
by the
Associational
office and pick
yours up for your
church.

More ACCCP Elves at work wrapping approximately 8,000 gifts.

Gayle Blackburn from Mt. Jefferson
Presbyterian Church

Jim Bouchard from Midway Baptist
Church

Trish Church, Associational Office & Bernadette
Zimmerman from St. Francis Catholic Church

L-R: Johnny Davis & Ashe Co. Board
Chair Commissioner Gary Roark

Nancy Kautz from St. Francis Catholic Church

Father & Son from Bethany United
Methodist Church

Ashe Memorial Hospital
Representative wrapping gifts.

Volunteers from Round Knob Baptist
Church

The Patrick Family from Beaver Creek Baptist
volunteering with Ashe Memorial Hospital.

The Final Day...Gift Distribution Day…..Thank you Ashe County for sharing in this Project

Volunteers from various organizations, agencies & retirees are ready to give the gifts away!!!

Heart Start Update

Seven slots of the twenty-four training slots have
been taken. January 31 remains open the other
training dates are in February through July. I
encourage those churches that have been selected
to receive the AEDs to choose a time slot by contacting Patty Parsons AMH at 846-0781 or Cecilia
Robinson WCC at 846-3900. Our goal is to train 30
folks but 10 to 15 per church will be enough to do
the training. In August we will be choosing 20
more churches to receive the AEDs.
If you have questions please let the DOM know by
calling 846-5631.

Squire Parsons will be the

special guest soloist at North
Beaver Baptist Church on
Friday, January 2nd at 7:00
PM. Squire is a member of the
Southern Gospel Music Hall of
Fame and his song, Sweet
Beulah Land, is one of the top
gospel songs of all time. After
singing with The Kingsman
quartet, he launched a solo career that has spanned three decades
including the Gaithers Homecoming TV programs. For more
information call Pastor Rick Miller at 336.649.0417 or 982.8658.
Pastor Rick and the congregation invite you to North Beaver Baptist
Church located on Hwy 163.
Maranda Thompson of Jefferson
United Methodist & Andy
Griffith of Midway Baptist are
ready to distribute

Sheila Miller of Oak Hill
Baptist & Linda Blackburn of
Healing Springs Baptist help
with the check-out process

Michele Pelayo helps with
the check-in process. She is
bi-lingual and is big help
with those speaking Spanish.

The children that came with
the parents to pick-up the
gifts were treated to a visit
with Santa.

Ashe Really Cares is in need of clothes sorters. If you
would like to volunteer, please call Pat at 846-5234.

The Executive Committee of the
Ashe Baptist Association will meet
on Thursday, January 8th at the
North Beaver Baptist Church at
7:00 PM. All committee members,
pastors and interested persons are
invited to attend.
Ashe Really Cares Committee will
hold their quarterly meeting on
Tuesday, January 6th at 7:00 PM in
the conference room at the Ashe
Baptist Association Office. All
committee members as well as the
public is invited.

Campground
Reservations

Gayle Blackburn, Vernon Taylor, Neil Hardison,
Morgan Church & Trish Church are still smiling at
the end of day.

This little girl was so excited to see
Santa and share her wish list with him.
A big thanks to “Santa” for helping us!

Thank you to all the folks that served
as “Runners” for the day. Glad to
see them smiling at the end of the
day!

Please pray for all the children that are receiving these gifts; that they will experience the True Meaning
of Christmas this year by accepting the gift of Jesus as their personal Savior.
He is the reason we do this!

Ashe Baptist Churches may book
the campground for 2015 year
beginning January 1st. Other
churches and individuals may
begin booking April 1st. Be sure
to call as soon as possible. All reservations are giving on a
first come first serve basis.
~~~ 846.5631 ~~~

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Love in Christ,
Trish Church & family

