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AIMS
To promote an interes* in distory generally
and of the leyland «r=a in parilcular,
MEET INGS

Held on the first Monday »f each month

(September to June inclusive) at 7.30 p.me
excluding statutory holideys.
AT PROSPECT BUOU'E, SANDY LANB, iSYLAND,
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Vice Presidents £3,25 per annum

Adult Members £2,75 per annum

School Members £0,20 per annum

Casual Visitors £0.50 pev meeting
& % ¥ % & % w % ¥ ¥

A MEMBER OF THE FEDERATION OF HISTORICAL SCCIBT IS
IN THE COUNTY PALATTNE OF LANCASTER
AND
THE HISTORIC SOCIETY OF LANCASHIRE AND CHES.. &
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CONSTITUT ION

The name of the Society shall be the Leyland Historical
Soclety.

The object of the Society shall be to promote an interest
in History generally, and of the Leyland area in
partiecular,

The Officers of the Society shall be a Pre¢sident, Chair-
man, Vice-~Chairman, Secretary and reasurer. All except
the President to be eleeted annually.

The Committee shall consist of the above officers and
twelve elected members vho will serve for two yerrs -
six of whom will retire each yerr, but may offer thew-
selves for re-election. “Any Committee member who is
absent from three consecutive Committee meetings without
reasonable cause shall be deemed to have resigned.

The Committee shall have the power to fill casual vacancies
which may arise during the year, but any members so .
appointed must offer themselves for re-eleection at the next
Annual General Meeting.

The Committee shall meet at least three times a year.

Sub-Committees way be formed for partieular purposes. The
President, Chairman and Secretary shall be 'ex-officio’
members of such Sub-Committees,

The Annual General Meeting and electiong of officers and
Committee Members shall Le held no later than the 15th
day of July in each year,

An Extraordinary General Meeting shall be held on the
written request of five members of the Society, subject
to at least three weeks' notice,

Any change in the Constitution must be approved at an
Annual or Extraordinary General Meeting, At least two
weeks' notice, in writing, must be given or proposed
changes., :



1.

The rate of annual subscriptions will be determined at
tho Aaiaitl Generasl Meeting for the ensuine year, iro-
prrals or changes in ‘subsceriplions must be c.rculat.d
{o nembers at least two weeks beiore the Anmual Geperal
Yeeoling, Subserirticns bocome due at the dute cof the
irmual General Muetins, An; member who has nt paid by

the 31st December will he decwad Lo hiive lapsca @
ship.

Th. Committee may from tix -  to Uire nrop se tue eivella
of Honorary Life lMembers ot the joc_=ty for apivoual ot
a Gzeneral Meeting, Such manber: Wwill be entitiew to
rr.icipate fully in the activities of the Sof ey but
will not be liable to perment ef Annuel Duboeriptiunt.



aaks & COMGENTANY

“ra. C22,..Bolton r“Cquly p"esnru,a t the s-
he has vwrittsn on 'The Zrecok!s ¢f ekt .
associated wvith the charities af nyWand in £
cantury and with Moss 3ide (3t. Jares) in povtisular,

Conservation

the Cross are uvelny
rnen abh-u: tie futirre
cleshaw and Welifield

dumeucs cof ‘?e propcsed resitinge

enguired ince and we are alse eones
c¢f the Jivie Hall in addition to T
houses and certesin farnm propertics.

Two of our committee are attsndins lcoiures at the Laac,
Record Office on tne reading of oli 1:.n1 seuments and
records.,

To anyone who has tried rsadinc srr 2
azo, the difficulties encountered in Lis
ana legal jargon are dsonting.

The lov temperature of *thc Hall during leetur:zs rss csa
some coancern but we are adsured the matter i= on t N
to a satisfactory inmprovement.

vle have decided that an occasional contribuiion te The
Chronicle by a non nmember is accentable and in this icsue
we are including a narrative stylc account of a sale ail
Leyland Vicarage long, long s<o.

Mr, Willism Rigby (a well known menbsar) has bzen ¢i
Yr. Peter Sumners literary work by his widow to use as he
thinks fit.

Peter suuner, who died two years ago, Uas a pringer with
Messrs. Threlfall's and lived a% the old fekk grammar sch-2?
house (now the museum) when a boy.

The hand-bill which we resroduce later in the Chronicle va

given to Mrs. Deacon reuently and awakens thoughts of mr?llsh
social history from 18th to the 20th Century, ILeyland ork-
house was situated on the corner of Golden iiill Lane and
Wheelton Lane with a garden fronting Golden HEill Lane, The
land was purchased in 1780, the m-riczage being raised by

people of means in the vieinity i.cluding the ffaringtons.

we don't know when it wa2s built exactly or when it was extezird
but it was gquite a substantial bloeck o buildings covering 1329
feet square with a quadrangle or yard. Taere wers two weavin:
depts., bedrooms, sick rocms, sckoolvocom, offices Tor the
warden and a separate building called cn the plan 'The
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nessecaries' and 'bog',

when tiie workhouse was closed after the New Poor Law Act of
1834 we are not sure but it was let in 1851 to a Mr. Smith
and later taken by Mr, Quinn for the manufacture of
rubberised cloth ancd hose pipe in 1873,

Mr. Quinn died in 1883 and the works became the well known
Leyland and Birmingham rubber Co. in 1886. The main
buildings were three stories high.

When the districts were amalgamated snd the 'Union! system
established (efter 183%) Leyland was absorbed into the
'Union' of Chorley. '

Many working people who through no fault -f their own and
were unable tc support themselves due to bad trade and
unemployment, entered the workhouse and were known as
'paupers'.

To have to enter the workhouse was a great fear in people
and continued until well into our present Century. Families
were divided into men, women and childrea - a cruel, inhuman
and degrading arrangement,

Any further information on the Poor Law Acts, Lancashire can
be obtained from the local library, One such book is 'Social
Administration in Lancashire 1830-18560 by E.C. Midwinter.

We have had one contribution on 'I Remember'! from Mrs,
Hutchinson, Can't we do better than this?

Notes on Inspector Kershaw's Article

In 1982 Leyland Police Station will have been in use for 100
years and Mr. Kershaw is a serving police officer there and
is currently engaged in research into polieing in Leyland,
and the article is a summary of his early findings.

It is possible that a centenary exhibition will be mounted
at the museum in 1982 and any information about polieing
in Leyland would be welcomed from our members and friends.

If so please contact Mrs. Knowles (museum - Leyland 22741 )
or Mr. Kershaw, tel. Longton 616119,

Edgar Mason



The Ffpringien <amily

The ffaringtons of Worden have i .2n ~lcze'y associated witii
tha history of Leyland for more than 720 yecars, There are
nearly 4,200 documents relating to Them in the Lancashire
Sounty Record Office at Preston., Th earliest character
definitely kn-wn is Toiui, son of a r~ortain William de leles
who had acquired lands in ¥arington early in the thirteenth
century. This William was "rector of a moiety of the
church of Iavland®. Iiis son, John de Farington, married
the lady Avicia Bussel, danghter of Robert Bussel (later
called Bushell), the Larcn of Penwortnam, arout the vear
1230, John was soon established with his "lnonds and vuods®
at the 0ld Farington Hall, Tnis house was bullt at the
junction of Hal: Lane and Mill Lane, ainw almost complelely
disappeared, but I remember Farinstcn Hall as a pleasant
0l1é farmhouse., It was still =moated, and retainel cld oak
beams in roof and wsll:s of the outhoildinrs.

Many documents wcere signed and s<aled thare; one in 131h
between the Abbot of Eveshar aud nig Pricry of Penworthar
with William de Farington zoncerning their "r~ieghts of

common of pasture in woods and waste l#nd", anda the ere~tlon
of a corn mill. This was th. earliest refcrence to the
water mill which T can iuzt remember i Mill Lane.

A later Siv Wi 1liam a~~nmpanied John nf Gaunt te Spain in
1340, and fought in Frarce in 1372 during the Hundred “enrs
War, He obtainad further grants <f land,

several memhers of tha family served as vicars of LeylanZ
old narish church of St. Andrsw before the Reformation,
Robert de Farinston, who died in 1424, was rector of Croston;
canon of Laughton, York, and treasirer of Ireland.

PRI

In 1482 William raringtwn was knigcted during the war in
Srotland, and he requ.sted in his will of 1509 that hic body
sho1ld be buried kefore the altar of .t., Wicholas' chapel in
Leyland church, About tri: date, at tze end of the fifteenth
century, the tower of Leyland church w2s Luilt at the expense
of Sir William and nis son, 3ir Henr;” Farington. Henry was
knighted at the coronation of Anne Boleyn, and he enjcyed the
favour of both Henry VII and Henry V7IT,.

Sir Henry held office as sheriff of Teyland Hundrrad1 and
received a letter from tas Eing Henry VII in 150k, "t5 our
trustie and weil bilvved 3guicr for oure bodie, Henry
ffarrynzton, stewarde of our manors of Penwuitham, Osewalton,
Eccleston, and layland, greeting". This letter ordered him
to tnke the oaths, at his next court, of a4ll1 the tenant:

that they would use no livery “but only our bagien thes red
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rrea", Sir Henry founded a chantry in %524 in Leylnr . chureh
wnere a priest was to pray for thes souls of nis Tathepy div
William, and his mother Dame Alice, btor.tn<or itk thoss of
certuin members of the Wodeccek family. The nriest was ilso
to keep "a free school in the church."™ “llirs was the crigin
of thes old fGrammar School, later hz=ld in tlhe building “n the
churcltvard, which is now the muiserm, Tn 1834 he bourht a
n=w nome for his youngest son and heir, .ilviam, Thic was
vorden Hall, originally owned by the .in_e-~tun family, which
older residents of Leyland remcmber as 71id worden, bui the
R.0.f. is now built on this estate. Taringhoan Hn7l rassed
intn the possession of his grand=danshter., Tnan,

#: oi e’ residence was now, in Tudor “imes, at Wowrden,
"1liaw ffarington became a . :ical Tudor gentleman, eni he
tevard to three successive “arls of Jerhy at Lathom

; . His account tooks, beastifnlly -rmitten with a auill
nen, can be seen among the familyr cavase, e rebuilt old
~ovder Hall, kept twenty livcried cervants there, and changed
th- family motto from "Toil conguer.. all" to "viriia conquers
all®. His famous will, two folios 1- 'z, includes t.c Jorden
-lass collection, his gold chain, mourning rings, and nak
frrniture, such as the four-poster b2d he had specially made
for Edward third, Earl ¢f Derby, wiom he had entertained at
Worden. William died in 1610, aged 73, and his por*rait ig
ir the County Record Cffice.

3
3w H
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He was succeeded by his grandscn, | am, "the Reyallsh'" ns
e was known. He was hkigh sheriff ancashire during tie
Tivil Viar, and received a letter from King Charles I on York
oriering him and his son to "attend us personally forthwith".
He was at the siege of Lathom House, but returned s~fely to
iiorden to bulld in 1649 the ffarinston almshouses, cricinalir
sited at 3even Stars, but rebuilt in Fex Lane by l'iss Jusan
aria ffarington in 1849. Ha was succeeded by his son
William and grandscn Henry, % the next sguire, anotier
Willism died childless in f?1§, anl thes estste passed to his
cousin, also named William.

b
LaE

«Q

This gentleman, then aged 40 years, was living at Shaw Eill
in Teyland. FHe had married Elizabeth %ufine, a Husuenot
re™.zee from France, and they had three sons and three
dnnzhters. The eldest son, George, wes the ancestor of the
main line of the later ffarington family, w%hLilst his
brothers William, a clergyman, and Henry of lizan were
ancestore of "the young squire® from the Isle of Wizht and
the two last squires of Leyland, respectively.

- b



feorge ffarington died in 42, and his widow Mar- ret
bradshaw retired to Occle hew House, nov the doctors!
surgery near Leyland Cross. 3haw Hall became the chilefl
residence in the Hanoverian period, and was later re-named
Worden Hall. 01d Worden was dicsmantled, the oak panelling
and leaded windows being removed to the more modern house,
where George's heir, William, now lived. Iile was deputy-
lieutenant and high sheriff{ of the county, and was knighted
in 1761, He wrote two very interesting journals, the
record of his continental "grand tour". He never married,
but devoted himself to Worden, and made the Hall and its
grounds a famous show-place, where rich visitors came to
see the panelling and pictures, the gardens, woods, and
cascades. This was the 5ir Wiiliem who gave '"the small
parcel of 1.nd" to 3amuel Crooke for the erceticn of -the
old Moss Side school in 1770.

His brother James, the black sheep of the family, succeeded
him for some years. He was married to Mary NMNowell of Altham,
and thelr son William became lord of the maror in 1820 when
he came of age. He, too, was sheriff of the county, and was
married twice; first to Syhbilla Georgiana Wilbranam-Buotle
of Lathom Hali, then to Hannah Matthews, William and Hannah
were the parents of James Nowell, two other sons who died,
and two daughters, Susan Maria and Mary Hannah.

James Nowell came to the estate in 1837. He rebuilt the
older part of the Hall, marrying Sarah Esther Touchet of
Broom House, Eccles on 28th October 1847, He died suddenly
the next year on 6tn June 1848 from heart disease. His
widow founded the church of St, James, Leyland, as a
memorial to him, 3She lived on with her sisters-in-law at
Worden until her death nine years later, aged 45 years,
There is a beautiful effigy to her memory in St. James's
church, but she and her husband are buried in the ancient
parish church.

The misses Susan Maria and Mary Hannah lived in Worden Hall,
being great workers for the churches and the whole village.
I have known old Leylanders who could remember them as two
elderly ladies, usually dressed in purple or black silk
with be-ribboned bonnets, who used to drive out visiting
neighbouring gentry in their carriage with coachman and
footman with powdered hair. On special occasions there was
also a postilion mounted on horse-back. Mary Hannah, the
younger sister, died in 1888 aged 75 and Susan Maria died
in January 1894, aged 85. '



Susan .laria ffarington rebuilt thc almshous studied
teraldry and glass staining, and then rainted Llie conts of
arms for twoe windows in St. Andrews church,., she adited
the Farington Papers from the original wanuscript=. lith
the vicar of Leyland, the Rev, T.R. Taldwin, she rostored
the villace cross in Towngate in 18846 o mark Zucen
Victoria's Golden Jubilee, and also buill the markbile
fountain there,

]

Susan !aria was the last o. the main line of tie ilarirgtons,
and th: estate was held in trust until 1907 vhen a Jistent
cousin from the Isle of Wight came of age. Amongse mueh
local rejoicing Villiam ZDdmund “farington, “nown as "The
Young Saquire", came Lo Ierlani and thie nevt v.ar he married
Marguerite Phi-t 17 ., alsc Trom the Isle of Wight, e died
tragically a ca.- "ater, aged only 22 years, and his wiaow
remained at Wordeua nti’. her baby was borr. As this wes a
daurht2r and not an he ' s, sne »sturned home t. her grand-
parents. '

-

-

According to the arrangements decreel by Susan iaria in her
will, the estate then passed to Ric ard Atherton frarington
of !ariebonne, Wigan, and on his death in 1912 it passed to
his son, Henry Nowell ffarington wuo continued to live at
Worden Hall with his mother, Mrs. Everilda Hary ffarington.
In 1941 there was a I sastrous fire at Worden, but Tortunately
several historie documerts were rescued fron an cak press in
the vainscote room, where they had evidently been placed by
Miss Susan Maria for greater sscurity. Amongst them was the
oldest record, dating back Lo about tne year 1153. This was
the grant to LEvesham Abbey of Leyland church by Richard
Bussel of Penwortham, and monks came north at this oims to
found Penwortham Priory.

The last soguire to live at Worden died in 1947, and he is
buried with his parcnts in Loylaud churchyard. The preseat
representative of the family, Sir denry Farington, is only
distantly related to the former lords of the manor, and he
lives in Somerset. His sen, William “enry, and nis daughlter,
Susan Maria, have visited Leylend, aul she has shoun some
interest in the remains of iWorden Hall and in the almshouscs.

In 1943 the contents oI the Hall were sold, and many
surviving treasures were dispersei. Happily, in 1750, the
old Leyland Urban District Couneil purchascd Wordeu Parlk,
and it was formally opened to thie publie during the Festival



of Britain celebrations in 1951, and the Park is a great
delizht to many.

Hessie Markland
#.B. The family name Farington was originaily "De Faringten',

The form "ffarington" probablyr was taken from %“he florid
stvle ol writing the capital letter "F" i- old manuscrints.

iteferences
1., The Victcria History ol Ianceshire, Vol. VI

¢o Doecuie s in the Lancashire Chunty Record Qtfice.

3+ Farington . arily Fapirs - Calenlar - lL.zeord C{"ice,



I denmenver

T " ave =lwars been interested in ths wonders of natire,
reme:iir, in the year 1920, tihe caral negr 7 hap
Jr>itwich, On one stretecii ~f vater wn: a wal
Prorescent nist, about 22 fset hnizk, Thisz w
thousenis of fish “illed oy a Ia ctﬁry oatting
the waier.

pec2le at 5, 30 2.M., Watehing the tot: 1 eclipsz of i
Trains ware aven “'qn:ng "rom London Lo Jouthpn-i an 3
was thcaut to og tr.c best place for uh,evv.n: tniz o
£5 T witched I thoi-ht acw fris ghiening it mast
for peopl: in + oiien day=.

In June 1927, I stcod on Zirkdals san = & taozands of

at -orecﬂ“b¢ ia .«i,% ve rianced & tid:s) wave., Tl wing

Ves bl at 97 pi? Ar and vaves vers so ifn tiet
the ses wars poiring wvt + uop of tie bosrdln, :

Wnich vere !~ gtories Y“Wigh. 7. 1s0e= 2 it 513 in
the destruction of thr pra nade, ant ' oif ia

cemetnry was washed awny, ineluding the burial

In 1944 oar fireuarden ce’’=d - . 01Lsiis to ghay e L

mocn! It wa“ a lcvelj rzen eolotr 2nd rowminded ne oF vren
I wss a child; we hrd 4 saying. "When “' & rmooa is €1

green cheesg:",

«hen T was at l'orecambe, we vere sriparing for tio cele-
hrations for tic ending of the Seccnd .orld ar -a 1543,
As w2 321 u3 the chal»s and tables and Srou~ht ont tna
focd, T iooked 1D in the sky and saw a hiriwine watar-
soout. It vas trnve1-ing EAAEE ehid ¥eo Al tig rct :“s
an children were sent iacldic 4lr ut for ﬂnat_
it con! inued x tho Egy and E‘u ‘ted in and aroe -1d Lawz
"'inder:r.aore, Aftervards we enjoyed -ur celeb atlons.

i
H4
‘5‘

e

L".'

I rememhcr when I was o a *a bl as ~av a suall roel.
Around thc 2d72 f3r abcrs 3 ] A Llire wers bondreds
of sziders webs flat on the grass as tl< winfry sun's
Trays came down. the deunir-p

ir- liziondse alas, T
had no camera tu record tae 8igat. I 24 only recemoer....

iidred Eutchio son



Policing In Ieyland

The stert of the Laacasnire r‘«:mf-'tnbulalr.“' can be treced
precisely to the ilth October 1239, when the Magistrates
of Morth and South lLonsdale met at Lancester at the
Gcocoerel yuarter Session to debate & molion to determine
whether it was necessary to establish a new Constab 'lary
Foree in Lancesiiire. The Hagistrgtes voted in favour,
ana two dnys later lFaglstrates from the Hundreds of
Amoundernsﬂs, Blactbnrn and lLeyland, meeting at Preston,
came to a similar daeision.

On the oth iloverber 1339, the lagistrates from the vhole
of the County net at Preston “or their Annual sSessions
an® voied T tie Tormal adephbion and establishment of a
new Connty Force, entitled the Lancashire Constatul=-y,
to consist ot one Chief Co‘:tar’ﬂ, two Assistant Chief
Sonstables, tvelv: Su.<rintendents and four hundr=2 and
nlneuj-Pqu Polliee Conciatles,, (532 vas Ll rmaximan
number of ren allowed under the CTAHtv and. Bistrict
Constable Act of 1939.) The Cii.f Constable's salary was
£500 ner annum, that of Constable £47. 12s. Gd. {1%s.0d.
per weelk),

tne 'Preston Filot 2ad County Advmrbiser', seeling
applicants for all the new vanks. All a~plicents for the
post of Superintendent and Constr-ile had to be under LD
years of age, at l2ast ' 7", able to reald and write, free
from bodily complalnt and Df strong consumption, seven
cehdidate° aprli=d for the post of Chief Constable, and
eventuslly, Captain Jobn woodford vas appocinted. At‘1“
i1s knoun about Lancashire's first Thief Constahle, other
than the fact that he was - Castain and Adjutznt in tre
Duke of Lancaster‘s Own Militia, FHe remaineg Chief
Consteble uatil 18 when he tooXx ue a new apreintrent as
an Inspector of Cons%quTa“"

On the 30k Novemier 1839, an advertiser.nt vac carriel in

At the outset of the form=ution nf the Lancashire Constabulary,
Leyland Police Division was fornel with one Superintenient
and thirty-two Constables. This area was based on the
boundaries of the Iayland Peity Sessional Division =nd
extended from parts of ¥Wizan to Ormskirk, across thrcugh the
Hooles and Panworthar to the bountaries cf the Rivers Ribhble
and Darven and zs far Zouti as Chorley. It is not, therefore,
surprising that with sueh an arca t. cover, thz new Chief
Constahle made streng r“nreuenuation for a horsz {u be
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available far the ¢4~&rintﬁndent to ensble aiir tc nave
“"the requisite supervision of ¢ q; mar rader 'iq cormani",

As yet it has nol uesn possible i trace the i?sntity of
the first police officers 'ﬂarc.i with tihae rossonsibility
of rolicing Leyland and its surrounling disiriets,

Similarly, the loention of the first huilliags 'ised have
not been traced, One of the earliest r-fzrences ot the
Lancashire Publi~ decord Office tu a volics station is the
architeet drawings Tor thi¢ 'old' polies station in Toungata,
Leyland, :i~tad _°th Hay 1877, T™his buildinz wes designed

to sccommodats a rarried “ergeant and 2 married crastable.
Two eclls were providca but there wore no court facilitles
and thi: saission ' ay aeccount for 1‘9 rrematuse ¢innure in

loal,y whia tle curr=3t doliece stetion on Chepel Bruw, uwith
a eourt rooM, a3 1sken inte us=, The Tounzat: bul'ding,
however, mni n aineg its liris ith the Laneashire
vanstdu“_ v, IH cenclau ' > used to (rovids aceccomie-
Gebion Tor rarcisd Sodid kin~ at Chanel Brow until
1931, waen it was conv

> 8 library (Miss T*rseiield,
a m.mher of the Society,

i~ Towngate Auring *ie Z@'ls
until her father, Police

nt Torselicld, rtired in
192€)., The bu'lding is ‘n erxislence, ths urper floors
being used by *hic Royal

*soeiatin dlub.

fho cvidence s=inel so far indicates qut Leylané was not
troubled by a serious 'lauv and order! | cbler in the mid-
nineteen.h cent sy, In Qctober 13539, the .ime the decision
was mad= to form the _ancashirz Constabulsry. the most
serious crizz at the Quarter Sessionc originating from
Leyland, icvolved a 3. year old male stzaling clothes -
Punisiment: six months hard lsbour at Lancaster Castle,

Poliein, in Leyl-nd was not, therefore, perhaps harshi but
Judging by the editorials ol at least one raper, tic 'new
po1iﬂe' were nou welcome, The !'Preston Pilot', in several
edJuor1a1s, carrisd eriticisms about the possible loss of
conirol by the Magistrates over the police, the miiber of
persons arrested but rcleased by the Hagistrates after
Lelag 'admonished', indicating over-zealousness on the part
of the police ond, of course, the increases in rates to mzet
the coxt of “ﬁ’icing. Thls final eriticism almost led to
tie dishandicent of the new Force withln two ysars of its
furmat+9n. I Seotember 1841, *asistrates for the County
discussed a motion to disbanu the Forece on the grounds of
'yse 1ESSHP‘ ' and expense. No vote vas taken and a final
decision tu acjourne until April 1842, At that meeting

1
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seveniy-one Macisirotes voted in favour oF 4t =r-mdr.ont and
£+ ry-five for tho contimnuation of *he Iirce, However,

< -t -+ motion could on’v b zarried if thres-qieriers of
the narlstracy voted v favour. Tho motion was, “levefire,
lefented and uvhe Fore continned snd becare recornised oS
-1 asset to the well-being of the commrnity.

3erna~d A. Kershaw
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LEYLAND, 6th JULY, 1801.

ot i
e e W

WANTED,

A GOVERNOR and GOVERNESS,

TO INHABIT IN THE
Workhoufe at Leyland.

e SIDe0

S'UCH Perfons asare defirous of offering themfelves as
Candidates tc ferve in the above Offices, are defired
to deliver in to William Leyland, Overfeer of the Poor;
Credentials of their Abilities, and appear at the Free
Grammas School in Leyland, on Monpay the 3d Day
of AucusT next, at four o’Clock in the Afternoon.

N. B. A Perfon without a Family, and not belonging to
the Townfhp of Leyland, will bg preferred.

e —— AR RS R A U B
PRESTON, PRINTED AT SERGENT's OFFICE.




.1~ sgaaker gt the A\:+il meetl g vas Mrs. G. Groves -i.c
rave us a talk on tracing f=:.1ly histery entitled
*31i-biag your family tres®. . ¢ 11lmstrateld the

. mewhat difficult subject [ ‘enealogy by refcrences
to her ovwn family history and -+tlined the right and
vrong ways to set about the tas..

Lfter quoting the types of irforr~tion available to the
cenealogist such as census returns, wills, directories,
parish registers, Boyds Marriar-s Index, churchyard
epitaphs and the unusual but useful Mormon Index, she
told us where these records are located. We are
fortunate in having available locally the vast resources
of the Lancashire Record Office at Preston.

Mrs. Groves recommended joining a local family history
society and also consulting the archives of the Society
of Genealogists in London, She showed us an interesting
concentric circle method of presentation of results.

The interest of the members showed that the talk had
been very well received and it seems likely that it will
have encouraged some to participate in tle hobby and
spurred on those already engaged in it.

Mrs. D. Mather proposed a vote of thanks.

G. Bolton
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Leyland Vicarav: in 1734

Hilst searching the Leyland parisn r=agisters for certain
infarmation, I noticed the following entry (1l.) made in
1735 by the Rev. Christopher 3udell M.A. who was succeeded
h* ©.e Rev., Edward Shakespear M.A. as Vicar of Leyland in
that year.

45 T am not aware that it has been reproduced previously
it may pe of interest to guote the inventory exactly as
it was written.

The 30th May 1734

An inventory or schedule of some matters and gcods left
by ye Revd. Mr. Sudell for ye use and ornament of the
vicerage house of Leyland and to ye Vicar and Vicars
thereof from time to time so long as they shall last
and will be serviceable.

In the Kitchen a large oak Dresser and shelves for ye
pewter vith a lesser dale (deal) dresser and all other
shelves and boards therein - as fixed.

In ye servants dining place ye table and benches round
it - as fixed.

In ye buttery and milkhouse all shelves as there fixed
and a large flagg in ye cellar,

In the study ye old grate as fixed - if worth acceptance.
Over ye study the iron bars and a large oak presse for
cloths (clothes). : ¢

Over ye hall and chimney piece and tiles (%).

In ye maids room a old cupbcard for laying cloths in,
In ye room over ye parlour ye iron bars as standing.
The room over ye kitching - boards round ye salve for
hangings as in other of ye rooms and shelves throughout
ve sekd house or chambers and closets.

Over ye brew house iron bars for ye grate and an old
chest or coffer for laying in ye mens cloths with ve
window table there fixed.

In the garner (store) a very large oak malt chest.
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i1 the zeurt a pump with its appurtenhances.

he st.ne watering troughs 31 & lesser one for ye aueks,
An exczeding large stone trough for rain water with ve
snout ete., and ye benches in both ye porches.

i ye garden all ye fine greens stone rollers and beanches.

Memorandum that ye said Christopher
Suaell do give and leave all their severall
necessarys above mentioned as witness my
han. ye day and date aforesaid.

Chr. Sudell

In presence of Richard Clayton, Jno Armetriding, Thos. Moone
Al_.xr. Nowell.

The 31 of May 1734
Then received from ye Revd. Mr. Sudell the Kings Broad Seal
with other papers of proceedings relating tc ye church and
parish affairs of Leyland and thereof I acquit and discharge
ve said Mr, Sudell my predecessor as witness my hand ye day
and date above mentioned.

Edw, Shakespear Vicar
(Witnesses - as before)

1, Leyland Parish Register 1711 - 1741, Deposited in
Lancashire Record Office. Ref. PR291N8 - 1/2

I am indebted to the Revd. W.J. Sawle B.D. for permission
to reproduce this entry in the register.

G.L. Bolton



idambiing About oionevhurcst

e area around Hurst Green is steeped in hictory, as I
discovered on a wet Sunday earlier this year.

After parking in Libehzster, by the playing fields behind
the church which most »robablv hides the ramsins o the
Roman Fort, Premetennacum t!.e site of which covered most
of the viliage, the River Ribble has eroded some of the
Sastern side, The tiuy museum hous=s the excavation of
tie granary plus the pottery and stonewor': found in the
arsa,

The walk started by nassing behind ths old mill to the
west of the village, then srossing a series of fields to

a tiny wooded valle,. Crossing a narrcw bridge I was able
to climb up to pass through tiie yard of Buckley Hall Faerm,
The old building was hiliden amongst the molern farm
buildings with mullioned windows.

I crossed the main road to visit Written Stone Farm. Just
before e~tering the yard the famcus Written Stone could be
seen nestling in the hedge bank. It stands con the line of
the Rorman Road from Ribchester to Lancaster. It is
supposed Lo have been placed there by one of the Radcliffes
following four deaths in the family, within a short snace
of time. At a later date one of the farm tenants moved it
to use ac a buttery-stone, but was ccnstantly plagued by
the antics of objects placed on it which tilted over and
clattered about during the rigit. Another story tells of
the stcne being erected in a nearby field as a rubbing stone
for the cattle and was followed by a succession of mis-
fortunes to the farmer concerned. In both cases when the
stone was replaced peace was restored, It now lies half
buried in tlhe bank with the inscription‘ "Rayffe Radcliffe
laid tiis stone to lye for ever AD 1655%,

A “nowle Green, a ruined mill stood by the side of a s“ream.
Amon= thie ruins could be seen the well that once housed the
Luge water wheel that drove the machinery of the mill.
Seeing il now, it was hard to imagine it was once a
thrivirng industry.

Later on in the day I passed the very old Greenzore. The

farmer owner came out %o talk and invited me to observe
the front portion of the building. The windows were
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ieavily mulliconed with a delightful =arden and cr-cping
rose. Back at ths rear of the building I ex=rined the
thick buttressed wnlls, One window had been altered at
one time.

E= nronght out a paper that had been drawn up by a priest
from thz nearby stonyhnrst College. It depicted the
history of the building giving the earliest date of 131k,

As a farmer he head rented the farm from the Ztonyhurst
Sstates for 37 years anéd had recently bought it for hie
son, I was told of the bad winter of 1947 wkere the only
track Aown to thc village was over tne fields.

Just ountside Furst Green I came upon Bailey Hall farm,

parts of the bnilding being 16th ceatury. Bailey Chepnel,
founded by Sir Richard de Cliderhoe and destroyed in 1830.
Most of the windows h=d been blanked off. One had been
salvaged and was built into the front of Stonyhurst Ccllege.
Where the ground fell rapidly away to the wocods behind, the
remains of a moat could be seen, a shallow depressicn in

the grassy bank, A portion of %ne North wall still remained.
As I chatted with the farmer I noticed how brown and weather
beaten his skin was, and I thought him very interesting to
listen to., His way of 1ife had nothing in common with
modern life.

It was going dark now so the latter part of the walk passed
Dutton Hall that overlooked the Detabley Arms and cld bridge.
On this walk, every walk, I am able to get right away from
the main roads, witii its hustle =nd bustle, to potter along
the much older hichways. Meetings with country people and
farmers are a tonic.

Graham Thomas
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Sale At Thes 014 Vicarage

It had been clody at first, bofitting the sad occasion,
mit as I erossed the churenyard the widening st ztches of
blue sky betokened = fine afterncon. I heard a cuckoo
call and throstles whistled blithely from the budding
limes. T, however, was in a far less buoyant mooc. The
sale of the old Vicar's belongings reminded me that re
was the last of hiz line, For years he had ruled his
parish, a microcosm wherein he was the undisputed potentate,
the bearded arbiter of our destinies, of whom even my
-randfather went in awe. But now the perlod of his
dominion was over; I need no longer fear nis frowny and
from hic elevation in tae pulpit his Jovian aspect would
intimidate me no more.

Leaving the churchyard, I passed through a shrubbery of
holly and rhododendron trees, Emerging thence I found
myself on the lawn at the back of the house.

The old vicarage, wherein the sale had just begun, was a
low whitewashed building of square, unpretending design.

It had sheltered the incumbents of the parish for hundreds
of years. The entrance was dark even at noon on account of
a giant bsech tree which flourished only a few yards from
the front door. Many years ago, I had heard my grandfatier
say, the fellow of this tree had so darkened and enclosed
the house that it had had to be cut down. There was a
roo¥sry high in the branches of the surviving beechj circling
overhead and caving loudly, the sable denizens thereof were
disturbed and uneasy spectators of the scene below.

On the lawn near the house stood a row of long narrow tables
stacked with bonks. I was minded to linger by these, but
first there was the house to explore.

Now the old vicarage, because of its last occupant, had a
veculiar fascination for me. I hadn!'t been inside, but I
was aware that it was a house of many associations, teeming
with memories of the recent past. For the old Vicar's
father had begotten stalwart sons who had salled the seas
and crossed continents on guests of high emprise. The
parish had hummed with tidings of their exploits. But n~w
they all were gone; and soon the survivor would likewise
be seen among men no more.
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I entered the house, whereupon my eager ~urinsity changed
to a feeling ol disappointment. There was a long narrow
passage which led to a gloomy kitchen and a seriecs of
rotting rooms wherein twilight seemed already to have
fallen. And how dismal I found the interior after the
freshness and gresnsry and warm spring sunshine outside!l
The cnill mmsty atmosphere smelled of deathr and decay.

Y2t here, long ago, the old Vicar liad lived as a boy, full
of zest and purpose; hither he had returned a2s a man to
wield power and infiuence and enjoy the good things of
life. And now his day was over:; the sands ha? run out aund
for him loomed only the darkness and oblivion of the grave.

Such were my melancholy thoughts as I expleorzd thst

crumbling old house, tenantless, yet the home of traditien
and resouniiag with innumerable strange vcices and fnotfalis.
Already the furniture in the Gadrooms had been sold. The
auctioneer was now busy downstairs; hz was extolling the
craftsmanship of a Jacobean ~hair in the dining-room as I
looked in. But feeling disinclined to linger there, I
passed pensively from rrom to room touching “ric-a-trac

thaat the o0ld Viecar had prized but which he must now lcse to
strangers whe might value them less than he had dore. It
must be hard to part with treasures one has loved and lived
amongst for vears, I thought; to surrender the keys of
cihigsts and cabine%s, to have one's private rooms invaded by
the curious and the profane; but harder, sirely, to take
leave of this world, with i%s manifold interests ard delights,
as the old Viecar scon must do,

with these thoughts a desire to guit the gloomy, musty-
smelling house came over mej; I chafed at the slowness of the
sale and longed for the moment when the auctioneer should
lead us out on to the lawn,

It came at last; and it was with 2 feeling of relief that
I once again found myself in the open air.

By this time there was a goodly muster of pecple present,

I caught a glimpse of the sexton in his black coat, of a
sidesmen's wife in her new spring frock. Theare were many
fresh faces besides., From all points of the compass people
had journeyed hither, some in quest of bargains, many out

of idle curiosity, merely to inspect the house and the shedi
grounds hard by. But when the suctioneer and his clerk took
their stand by the first table of books, most of the
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- ishiojners, as well as the visitors, disvevsei. Thg Ffats
~ *he old Viear's librarvy meant ncthing Lo tham at ali.

'+ me, hovever, it was the climsx of the afternoon. I
iooke? at t.ie wielder of the hammer with an interest tinged
with awe. L2 was not the farmiliar local avectioneer; he was
« stranger, a tall man with a "rick-red face and a iugub:ious
exuressicn. Around hiwm had gathered a number »f brokers,
amongst wiom I recongnised a tookseller from a neighhouring
town,

= aucticneer begzn. Flourishing his hammer, he eulogised
e library ha wes reinctantly offering for sale. Bnut even
as he spoke there arose a 2lsmour in the rookery overhead:
his words were lost in a raiiecous tumult and a fluek of
hlrak=-cuited vrotestants flew in cireles above the beech-top.

149
T

Ye pause’, frustrated, aggrieved. Thon he frowned an? glared
angrily aleft as if to say: "Desist, ou turbulent fellows.
Hold your din while I am speaking.™ -

Whether it was a purely domestie quarrel or whether the rocks
were noisily vrotesting against tiie sale and the invasion of
the sacrosanct vicarage domain, I cculd not tell., But as ihe
clamour continued, the aucticneer had no ontion but to go on
with his discourse, which he 4id with a gesture of resignation.
Then he offered a number of travel bodks in one lot,

The brokers were not slow to respond, They bid briskly
against each other, At last one of them outbid the rest,
whereupcn the entire 1ot of books was noeVad down to him.
To my dismay this procedure was repeated several times. It
looked as though the whole library would be bought by the
acquisitive brokers aud that I should have to go home empty-
handed after all,

Now tiiere was a fine edition of Spenser in six calf-bound
volumes on the table by which I stood. This treasure,
together with the works of several other English poets, I
hungered and thirsted to possess. But my luck was out; I
coveted volumes knocked down to another dealer in the same
manner as before. The sight of all those books falling
inte the hands of strangers who would never turn their
pages distressed me profoundly.

Three o'clock sounded from the chureh tower. The sale was

over. I was in despair, for I hadn't been sble to acquire
a single book to remember the old Vicar by.
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And now the lawn was almost deserted. The rooks too were
quieter, although a2 few were still cawing and wheeling
overhead.

Loth to leave, I lingered by the tarkles, frustrated and
nigh to tears. Then, chancing to look up, I bcheld the
bookseller at my elbow, He seemel pleased. I guessed

that the salz had becen eminently satisfactory from his
point of view. He asked me how I did and what I thought

of the sale. I then told him of my disappointment, of the
hooks T had hoped to buy; that in spite of my eagerness to
bid there had seemed to Ee a conspiracy amongst the dealers
to prevent me from doing so and that in consequence I
hadn't made a purchase.

The bookseller was sympathetic, He went and conferred with
his fellows, collected the volumes I wanted and these,
together wi%h a few other books, he generously put into ny
hands, saying they were now mine and that he hoped I should
gain much profit and inspiration from reading them.

I thanked him from a brimming heart. As I left the old
vicarage lawn my regret at the finality of the sale was
leavened by the thought of the windfall that had come my

way.

How shall ¥ chronicle that experience but as one of the
hapriest that has ever bafallen me? The friendly bookseller
did me a kindness that afternoon which I am sure the recording
angel must have been both touched and gratified to set down.
Such deeds shine like fragments of gold in the silica that
bestrews the hard pathway of life.

P.N. Sumner
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Film Archives

The evening of March 2nd had tc be an instant success o
a total flop. So many things went wrong there could be
no inbetween.

I wes naver able to contact M/s Gomes who is in cnarge of
the film archive's at Manchester Polytechnic. Everyone
was very helpful; but somehow weé never seemed hu finallse
anything. A week before the meeting I had a phone callj
M/s Gomes had to go to London - could we possibly alter
the evening! For once your secretary was less than co-
operative. Firmly they were told, the room was bocked,
the posters out, and publicity had been arranged on radlo
Blackburn.

After an agonising afterncon a Mrs. Robertson said that we
had a volunteer speaker, 1f we could project the films.

Qur volunteer was about half an hour iate, but several
grey hairs later, your secretary and projectionist were
very happy to welcome Miss Audrey Linkman.

Audrey was a delightful ycung lady, full of apologies for
being late, and for being a substitute. She need not have
worried, her films were faseinating nostalgia, her voice
loud and clear, and the way the hall did not empty in the
interval was proof of the interest arouseda.

We saw Blackpool on a royal visit, and from the top of a
tram - movies indeed.

We saw the Whitsun walks in Manchester, and learned that
many local cinemas arranged an outing for their patrons,
filmed it, and showed it on the screen the following week,
- what enterprise - who can resist seeing themselves on
the screen?

T think that the film snippet that I found most amusing was
an airplane race from London to Manchester, some of which
was actually filmed from a car following the plane!
Hangliding looks safer than those early flights.

Miss Linkman told us that many companies made films to
advertise their products, and we saw a pre-T.V. commercial
advertising the co~op and the "Divin,
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The 'Poly' have rescued many of these old films arc
reesarved them, and Miss Linkman said if anyone owns

or knows of any old film footage which is beginning to
show signs of deterioration, and which shows interesting
events, or just the way we were, the archive department
i1l be glad to preserve them; they cannot restore a
fading image, but can halt deferioration.

Miss Linkman was thanked by Mr. Woodward for an
interesting and entertaining evening, and Mr. Damp
received applause and gratitude for his work on the
projector,

Mrs. D. MHather



