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INTRODUCTION
The development of the Somali National Youth Policy (NYP) began in October 2014. The aim of the Drafting
of the Somali National Youth Policy is to ensure that youth issues are reflected in all sectors of national development, at both the micro and macro levels, within the public, private sectors and civil society, within an environment of equality, peace, democracy, access to knowledge, information, skills and a positive value system.
The youth are a valuable resource and they must be harnessed for national development. The existence of a
comprehensive National Youth Policy enables the Government to engage the youth and other stakeholders
in meaningful partnership to develop appropriate interventions and services for youth empowerment and
peacebuilding.

VISION OF THE YOUTH POLICY
It Is the vision of empowered Somali youths to fully realize their potentialities and positively contribute to the
overall peace and stability of Somalia.

GOAL OF THE YOUTH POLICY
The goal of the NYP is to enhance the capacities of young people through addressing their needs, promoting
positive outcomes, and providing integrated and coordinated package of services, opportunities, choices,
relationship and support necessary for holistic development of all young people particularly those outside
the social, political and economic mainstream.

OBJECTIVES OF THE YOUTH POLICY
1. Ensure that mainstream policies function effectively and curb the marginalization of young people
2. To increase youth involvement in decision--making, leadership, community based and other development programmers;
3. To mobilise resources for youth programmes and projects at all levels.
4. Strengthen the capacity of key youth development institutions and ensure integration and coordination in
the delivery of youth services;
5. Support prioritized youth groups and ensure that they have every opportunity to play their part in the
peacebuilding and development of the country.
6. Inculcate the spirit of patriotism by encouraging visible and active participation in different youth initiatives/projects and nation building activities.

POLICY PRIORITY AREAS
YOUTH POLITICAL
PARTICIPATION

Advocate for increased and sustainable youth representation and participation in key positions of decisionmaking, leadership and management at all levels of Government and in the civic society. Ensure support
to youth organisations engaged in peacebuilding, protect the rights of young people with disabilities and
ensure their participation in all youth programmes.

YOUTH
EMPLOYMENT

One of the major challenges that young people are facing is unemployment. The policy aims to:
•
Create job opportunities for young people to take advantage of jobs in high employment sectors,
such as agriculture;
•
Prepare training centre for youth;
•
Enable youth to have access to reliable and adequate labour market information.

YOUTH AND
SECURITY

Actively engage youth in the progress of peacebuilding initiatives. Peace and security are prerequisites
for development and youth should be anessential partner in good governance and nation building.

YOUTH AND
EDUCATION

Support vocational trainings and provide internships and apprenticeships to enable youth to acquire a
range of skills. Mobilise and integrate youth, parents and school authorities to take advantage of available
education and training opportunities at all levels and to support female education and retention in
schools. Promote development of youth skills centres in all districts to enable youth, their leaders, workers
and youth organisations to access information and acquire practical skills.

YOUTH AND
HEALTH

Support health rights of young people, who face health challenges that affect their development, such as
HIV/AIDS, which might be aggrevated by negative behaviour and drug abuse. Advocate against stigma
around psychological illness, especially since youth carry psychological wounds from the civil war they
have grown up with.

The NYP is currently in its finalising process, the last consultation was attended by over 100 representatives
from Government and civil society, including youth and women organisations from various regions of Somalia.
Youth participation is critical to the implementation of the policy. However, there is currently no platform for
youth organisations to engage with stakeholders. Immediate steps must be therefore taken to create opportunities for regular participation of youth in decision-making processes, both at local and national level.
The need to prepare young people to become responsible adults and to harness their creative energies for
national development cannot be over-emphasised. Government and other stakeholders must therefore work
together to effectively implement the national youth policy, which seeks to mainstream youth into the overall
peace and state building process of the country.

CONTACTS
Ministry of Youth and Sports
Via Republic
B.O.X 0071
Mogadishu, Somalia
Tel: +252 616790279
E-Mail: minister@moys.gov.so

