A Great Heritage…

A Great Future…

Dan D. Lines
By Dr. Dan Darby, Pastor
The Church Council met on Monday, July 25, and by a vote of 15 to 5 recommended to the church
membership disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church. This vote is merely a recommendation,
and the church membership will take the deciding vote at a called Church Conference on Sunday, August 28, at 11:00
a.m. in the fellowship hall. Those who supported the recommendation expressed concern about homosexuality and
liberal tendencies in the UMC. They also talked about escaping the trust clause in the UMC Book of Discipline to obtain
legal control by the congregation of the church property. Those who were against the recommendation expressed
concern about learning to love all people and accept them as they are. It was mentioned that in some churches with
sizeable LGBTQ+ memberships, it would be helpful to those churches to be able to hire a LGBTQ+ pastor to minister to
them. Regarding property ownership, it was noted that the trust clause has not been a problem to this congregation
since the church was founded, and the congregation has enjoyed full use of the property. Following the discussion and
vote, a presentation was made to the Church Council by Dave Hitt and Joel McDowell about the Congregational
Methodist Church, suggesting it for consideration for denominational re-affiliation if the church does disaffiliate from the
UMC. A follow-up meeting for the entire congregation to learn more about the Congregational Methodist Church (CMC)
is scheduled for Tuesday, August 16, at 5:30 p.m. The Rev. Jim Hancock, a CMC pastor and member of the governing
board of that denomination will be with us for the August 16 meeting to make a presentation about the Congregational
Methodist denomination and answer our questions. The Church Council did not make a recommendation at the July 25
meeting regarding re-affiliation.
As your pastor, I feel under some obligation to tell you what I think is the best course of action for this congregation. As
I have shared with you from the beginning of the discernment process, it is fine with me if this congregation remains a
United Methodist congregation. However, the congregation needs to be aware of two things. First, with many of the
more traditionalist pastors, denominational leaders, and congregations departing from the UMC, it is probable that the
UMC will likely move toward ordaining LGBTQ+ persons in ministry and allowing LGBTQ+ wedding ceremonies in our
churches led by UM ministers. This move will enhance the UMC’s ministry to the LGBTQ+ persons, increase the civil
rights of persons who are often discriminated against in our society, and encourage treatment of LGBTQ+ persons as
persons of sacred worth. If most of our congregation is comfortable with this expected change in the UMC’s teaching
and practice and feels that it will be beneficial to its ministry, then the congregation should stay in the United Methodist
Church. If not, then it should consider disaffiliating and re-affiliate with another Methodist tradition denomination.

Since this expected change in The United Methodist Book of Discipline has not yet occurred, some have suggested
waiting to see what happens before considering disaffiliation. The problem with waiting is that in the future, the
congregation may lose the ability to leave the UMC with its church property. Paragraph 2503.1 of the 2016 UMC Book
of Discipline, known as “The Trust Clause,” states that the property of the local church is held in in trust for the
denomination by the local church. In other words, should a local church ever cease to exist or should it drop its
affiliation with the UMC, then the property and assets of the church belong to the denomination and can be sold by the
annual conference Board of Trustees for the benefit of the denomination. However, anticipating a split in the
denomination, a special session of the General Conference in 2019 added paragraph 2553, providing a way for local
churches to disaffiliate, leave the trust, and obtain ownership of their own property upon disaffiliation. Paragraph 2553
is sunset legislation and expires December 31, 2023, which is before the next session of General Conference in 2024,
when many expect a change in the UMC Book of Discipline regarding homosexuality. The Texas Annual Conference
under the leadership of Bishop Scott Jones has made the process of disaffiliation with property as inexpensive as
possible. Bishop Jones is retiring at the end of 2022 and a new administration could conceivably make it much more
expensive to disaffiliate, so if Coldspring UMC wants to consider changing denominations, this is a good time to have
that debate and make a decision.
Once again, as your pastor, I am comfortable with the congregation either staying a United Methodist congregation, or
choosing to disaffiliate and join another Methodist denomination. The Church Council is recommending disaffiliation,
but the decision is yours to make as a congregation at the Church Conference on August 28 th.
If the congregation decides to disaffiliate, then we must decide very quickly if we want to affiliate with another
denomination or become independent. We can decide that on August 28th, but we could do that in September if we
need more time. Your bishop, your district superintendent, the annual conference leadership, and your pastor all
recommend affiliating with another Methodist tradition denomination. We need to retain our Methodist heritage and we
need to be a part of a strong connection with other churches sharing our heritage. There are many advantages of such
a connection, too many to fully explain here, but let me list just one. Independent congregations ordain their own
pastors, but in a strong connectional denomination, candidates for ministry are evaluated by an experienced,
theologically educated, and capable group of ministers and laity who work closely with the candidate for ministry to help
determine if that candidate has the gifts, graces, and necessary training for ministry. The local church is involved in that
process but is not left to its own limited experience and training. A connectional ministry helps provide local churches
with men and women who have the gifts, graces, and training for ministry and helps them meet the needs of their
pastors for job security, health insurance, disability insurance, medical insurance, continuing education, and a host of
other needs that most local churches are not well prepared to offer on their own.
The split that is currently happening in the United Methodist Church has birthed a new denomination called the Global
Methodist Church. This new denomination will seek to retain the connectional advantages we currently enjoy as a
United Methodist congregation while maintaining a traditional approach to theology, belief, and practice. It will be
evangelical and strive to win the world for Christ without being fundamentalist or hard-shell. It will offer a clear and
simplified path for candidates who want to pursue ordained ministry while effectively screening persons who may not
have the gifts, talents, and spirituality for ministry. It will offer health insurance, disability insurance, and a pension
system through Wespath, the same provider of ministerial services used by the United Methodist Church. Wespath has
the experience, size, and expertise to meet the needs of GMC pastors and the congregations they serve. The GMC will
appoint pastors to local churches, but will encourage more participation in the process of selecting a new pastor by the
local church than the UMC currently does. When it comes time for a new pastor, the GMC will help the congregation
and the pastor both make that transition. Many, many independent and loosely connected churches have experienced
congregational splits when it comes time for a new pastor, and many pastors have been harmed in the process when a
local church board tells their pastor to pack up and leave the parsonage by the next day or the next week. Like the
UMC, the GMC will help in that process to make pastoral transitions a healthy one.

Many United Methodist churches in our area and around with world who are disaffiliating will be reaffiliating with the
Global Methodist Church (GMC). As of the last count that I heard, thirty-three of the fifty churches in our district are in
the discernment process along with 120 of the over 600 churches in our Texas Annual Conference. I expect most of the
churches who choose to disaffiliate with the UMC will affiliate with the new Global Methodist Church. If Coldspring UMC
chooses to disaffiliate, there are other affiliation possibilities to consider, but my opinion as your pastor is that the Global
Methodist Church will be a much stronger denomination offering the local church and its ministers more services and a
stronger connection than other alternatives.
In the meantime, let’s keep our congregation together and strong. I’ll see you Sunday!

Pastor Dan
Back to Church Sunday
Please begin to pray for our Back to Church Sunday event on September 18 th. That’s over a month away, but let’s
begin now to seek the Lord and pray for people to come back to church. Ask the Lord for specific people to pray for.
These may be people who are church members that you have not seen in a while, or someone who has never been to
church and needs Christ and a spiritual home. Your prayers are heard and honored by the Lord!

Pure Joy!
Find Beauty in His Presence as you read your
daily devotion,
The Father loves it when we separate
ourselves to spend quality time with Him
reading and meditating on a daily devotional,
and in prayer, praise, and worship. We are
His beloved children, and He calls us to “Rise
and Come away”
Many of us fall into the “Busyness Trap”
without thinking. Those who work in ministry
serving the Lord as well as those with
demanding jobs and careers often neglect to
have a quiet time alone with our Lord.
No matter the length of time you spend,
when you focus on God alone, He restores
your tired and weary soul from the wellspring
of His Holy Spirit. Reflect for a few minutes
on the beauty of His creation of the world
around you (Genesis 1-3). Use this time to sit
at His feet, glance in His eyes, and listen to
Him.

Prayer:
Dear Lord, I desire to come away with you to
sit at your feet in worship. Show me how to
use a daily quiet time to enjoy intimacy with
You. Amen
*************************************
Lazy Enchiladas
Spray a 9x9
baking dish
with Pam. Put
12 taquitos in
the dish. Bake
10-12 minutes
at 400 degrees. Pour 1 cup enchilada sauce
over the taquitos. Spread Mexican blend
shredded cheese over the taquitos. Bake for
about 10 minutes or until the cheese is
melted.

In Worship
Sunday, August 7, Holy Communion Sunday. The choir will be singing the communion anthem, “The Breaking of the
Bread.” I will be concluding my sermon series on Colossians with a sermon entitled “The Open Door” from chapter 4,
centered on verses 3-4.
Sunday, August 14. “The Power of Faith” will be my sermon, based on Hebrews 11:1-16.
Sunday, August 21. Serve the Lord Sunday. The Missions Team will present our Minute for Missions in our worship
service and then serve barbeque baked potatoes after church in the fellowship hall or for take-out. I will be preaching a
sermon entitled, “Olympic Faith” based on Hebrews 11:29-12:2.
Sunday, August 28. Our district superintendent will preach for us at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary, and then conduct our
Church Conference in the fellowship hall at 11:00 a.m.

UMYF- The Matches
Igniting the flame of Christ in everyone
Camp Lakeview was amazing. The curriculum focused on names and expectations.
Big House was well received and they had a great time. Thank you to everyone who
helped out.
Urban Air Trampoline Park reminded me of how young I’m not anymore, lol. The
kids enjoyed it. There will be NO Youth Group on Wednesday, August 3rd.

Join us for Sunday school at 8:45 am
Happy to serve,
Carri Clark, Youth Director

Serve the Lord Sunday – Sunday August 21st
It is time again to recommit our faith to serve the Lord.
In this time of chaos and uncertainty, we need more than ever to stand firm in our faith
following God’s command of loving and serving others.
Join us as the Missions Ministry glorifies Gods blessings for all of CUMC missions
AND…
Get ready for those delicious stuffed BBQ Baked Potatoes.
All proceeds go to UMCOR in Baldwin Louisiana.
God’s blessings abound.
We are still collecting….
School Dayz…School Dayz…School Supplies Collection Dayz
The Missions Ministry will be collecting School Supplies to support the
Coldspring students starting in July. Donations can also be made online (under School Supplies) and the Missions team will purchase the
items. See requested items below. Please place your donations on the
Mission Cabinet.
Thank You for Supporting COCISD and our Youth
Recommended donation items
• Paper Towels
• Crayola Crayons (8 to 24 count)
• Facial Tissues Boxes
• Big Pink Erasers
• Ziploc Bags (Quart & Gallon)
• Glue Sticks
• Copier Paper (500 count)
• #2 Pencils & Fat Pencils
• Construction Paper
• Colored Pencils
• Hand Sanitizer
• Pencil Box or Cloth Zipper Pouch
• Baby Wipes
Yours in Christ
Vicki Jowell
Hello All:
I received news today that the market value of the Pension Reserve (held here at Conference) now exceeds the
unfunded liability that belongs to the Conference per Wespath. So, there is no exposure for the Conference as of 71-22. This will remain the case until 10-1-22 when we will obtain another measurement.
What does this mean? A church voting for disaffiliation between now and October 1, 2022, will have zero exit fee
for pensions. This may change October 1, 2022 (depending on how markets move between now and then). Church
Conference votes begin this Sunday and I wanted those in the process to be aware of this development.
I am praying for all of you during this season. I would covet your prayers as well.
Jeff Olive
Central North District Superintendent

Our Evangelism team is getting super excited about our annual Back to Church Sunday which will be
September 18, 2022. This year’s theme is “Hope Happens Here”. We are hoping that you will join us in our
planning process. We have ordered banners, yard signs and post cards- all which will need to be distributed.
We are also planning an after - church BBQ Potluck Meal- YUMMY!
You ask What is Back to Church Sunday?
National Back to Church Sunday started as a call to action and invitation in 2009 – action for the church,
invitation for the world. We will be encouraging our members to attend church on this date and to invite
someone.
This week I was thinking how one question can change a person’s life- We may not really know what is going
on in one’s life so it can be a defining moment in the life of someone we care about. People are hungry for
Jesus; we need to sometimes give them a reason to come back to Worship. Someone shared this statistic with
me- 82% of the people we invite to church will come. So, we encourage that you are bold with our Evangelism
Team and share the good news by inviting your friends, family, coworkers, grocery store clerk, doctor, dentist,
waitress, all that you come in contact with over the next 7 weeks to our Back to Church Sunday worship
service and lunch.

Cub Scout Pack &
Troop 845
August 2022 Newsletter
Follow us on Facebook! Cub Scouts Pack 845,
Coldspring TX

This summer has been one for the books! The
Pack kicked off their Summer with a
graduation campout recognizing all the
advancements they earned this past year. The
Troop volunteered their time and joined the
campout to help cook for the cubs and their
families.
Thanks to community donations and hard
work put in from the Troop, Boy Scouts were
able to attend Camp Strake located right here
in Coldspring. The Troop won the Integrity
Award, and the Troop Leaders won the
Scoutmaster Merit Award. These are some of
the best awards you can get at camp and the
most sought after. We couldn’t be prouder to
represent Coldspring in such a positive way at
this camp!
Finally, our very own Eagle Scout, Ronnie
Charles was honored at a special ceremony
here at the CUMC last month. What an honor
to have an Eagle Scout!

School for Little Children
Yippee!!!!! August is finally here! I hope everyone is excited to come back to school or start the “big school”.
We are looking forward to welcome old friends backs as well as meet new ones. It is our hope and prayer
that the 2022-2023 school year is a great one.
August Birthdays
Braydee 8/05
Emerson 8/07
Bryce 8/09
Hayes 8/12
Murphie 8/18
Sutton 8/27
Jaxon F. 8/30
This month we will focus on
Getting to know One Another
Friends and School, as well as name recognition.
We will get accustomed to school routines and following school rules. We want the children to get used to
our schedule and to the people who they will be in the classroom with.
We are sending home school supply list, school calendar as well as a new handbook. Our supply list is much
smaller this year, the school is furnishing the supplies as well as waiving the supply fee for this school year.
Please sign and return the paper with a current email address asap. Your child will need all supplies here by
August 23, 2021. When looking at the school calendar you will notice we are taking fewer holidays and we
are also taking some federal holidays. Mark them on your schedules so closures are not a surprise and you
will know what to be prepared for. This is also a list of days we call celebration days.
Children needing to update their shot records please do so asap. I am notifying parents of children who are
due or due soon for shots.
Please let us know if there is anything we can do to help your child get used to a new school year. We look
forward to an exciting year!!!!!!!
The Staff of the School for Little Children would like to extend a special invitation to join us Sunday, August
14, 2022 to attend the 10:00 a.m. church service at the Coldspring United Methodist Church. After church
there will be an open house for the school. We want everyone to visit with us and see the work we have
been doing to improve your child’s learning environment. Open house will begin at approximately 11:00
a.m.; snacks will be available.
Thank you
SFLC Staff

August Birthdays
Ralph Glassco
Beth West
Danny Adams
Margaret Pennington
Mary Ann Courvelle
Del Cleveland
Gilbert Plunkett
Donna Biba
Richard Burroughs
Tod Harrison
Corrine Wahle
Kathleen Thrower

08/01
08/01
08/04
08/06
08/09
08/11
08/11
08/12
08/13
08/13
08/13
08/15

Lois Jennings
Ana Harris
Paul Miller
Rita Orlando
Julietta Russell
Terry Simmons
Becky Flarity
Ronald Orlando
Sharon Harrison
Debbie Elledge
Judy Swanson

August Anniversarys
08/17
08/20
08/21
08/22
08/24
08/24
08/28
08/28
08/29
08/31
08/31

Frank & Anne Closs
Randy & Mary Crowder
Richard & Karen Countiss
Steve & Carrie Cronin
Danny & India Adams
Don & Kathy Sinclair
Idrick & Anna Harris

AUGUST USHERS
10:00 a.m. Robert & Amanda Trapp

COLDSPRING UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
January through June 2022

08/02
08/06
08/09
08/10
08/11
08/27
08/28

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=cumcevents&op=cal&month=2&year=2050&PHPSESSID
=10b7c44348cd46db445f1ef96890805a
Calendar may change so click above link to check for updates.

