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First Edition
An All Loving God

The Lord appeared to him from afar, saying, “I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore I
have drawn you with lovingkindness.
~ Jeremiah 31:3
In theological circles, when explaining the Triune God or Yahweh, we describe Him as being
simultaneously omniscient, omnipotent and omnibenevolent. The term omnibenevolent comes from
the Latin omni- meaning 'all', and benevolent, meaning 'good' to describe a being that is All-loving, or
infinitely good. The question does arise however as to whether God is indeed omnibenevolent since
he is also omniscient and omnipotent yet allows evil.
Part of the answer to this particular conundrum is to simply turn the argument on ourselves,
i.e. since we are not omniscient and omnipotent we cannot understand the plans of God or see how
he uses all things ultimately for the good of mankind. Joseph was sold into slavery, and yet a great
good was always at work behind the scenes. It is difficult to understand God simply because He is
so much more than human minds can fathom. This is why He has revealed himself through the
prophets and apostles as well as through His creation and our conscience. And yet it remains true
that even the revelations of the Scriptures leave us with questions. Is God all-powerful? Yes. Is
God all-knowing? Yes. Did God know that Satan and other angels would rebel against him, and
that Adam and Eve would disobey his command? Yes. Could God have prevented both those
“falls”? Yes.
Why did God allow sin and evil to enter his perfect creation? Paul reminds us of this conundrum is Romans 11:33-36, " Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For who has known the mind
of the Lord, or who became His counselor? Or who has first given to Him that it might be
paid back to him again? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the
glory forever. Amen."

Cont Pastor’s Article
It is not in our power to understand what is in God’s mind unless he tells us, " “For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your
thoughts." (Isaiah 55:9) We really shouldn’t be surprised that we can’t understand God completely.
What we do know with certainty is that God met evil head-on at Calvary. The cross of Christ shows
us God’s power over sin and his compassionate love for a world lost in sin. God’s justice and love
intersect at the cross of Christ. It is most certain that God desires good for every person, and that
He does not want “anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) God
“wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4)
God’s blessings ... Pastor John

FIRST LUTHERAN PILLAGER COUNCIL
Council Meeting Tuesday, June 13, 2018
Called to Order at 6:30 p.m.

Present: Jim Ausland, Don Oslowski,
Rosie Harmsen, Linda Bentler,
Julie Warren, Gary Pilgrim,
Jennifer Fundine, Darlene Zabel,
Tammy Barnett, and Pastor John

Opening Prayer given by Pastor John

Absent:

Shirley Smith

Guest: Wendy Jacobson
Treasurer’s Report
Reviewed treasurer’s report for May 2018. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report by Gary Pilgrim, seconded by Don
Oslowski. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report
Reviewed Pastor’s report. This report is available for anyone to view if interested. Pastor passed the order of worship
he is using for his services at Eagle’s Nest. Motion by Rosie Harmsen to accept the Pastor’s report, seconded by Linda
Bentler. Motion carried.
Secretary’s Report
The minutes from the May 8, 2018, Council meeting were reviewed. Motion to accept the Secretary’s report by Darlene
Zabel, seconded by Rosie Harmsen. Motion carried.
Committee Reports
*Worship/Music: Wendy Jacobson came to present some questions regarding the community service to be held at the
Fairgrounds July 15, 2018, as our church is in charge of the service. She presented a format that had been used in a
previous year. As none of the individuals who have previously set up for the service will be there, we need to make sure
we have a keyboard and someone who knows how to hook it up to the sound system or we need to arrange for another
source of music. Jim Ausland will check with a group (Steve Bourassa, Harold Hines, and Marlene Cort) that has played
before to see if they are open to come play. We will not be serving communion that Sunday. The service will be at
10:30 a.m., with the meal to follow. If the above group cannot play, we do have a keyboard and we can ask Mary to play
for the service. For regular worship services, music has been planned through June.
*Communications: No report.
*Hospitality: We can still use a few more individuals to bring treats for Sunday mornings.

Cont...Council Minutes
*Sanctuary: We are in need of more individuals to sign up to set up for communion and sign up readers for Sunday services.
*Facilities/Building: The date to work on the deck has been changed to Monday, June 18 th, to tear down the old deck.
This will begin at 9:00 a.m. If time allows, rebuilding may begin that day, otherwise, rebuilding the deck will take place on
Tuesday, June 19th at 10:30 a.m. A meal will be served around 1:00 p.m. Jim Ausland checked with Leaf River to find out
prices for propane. Currently, the price is at $1.50 per gallon. As they do their buying in July and August, he will check
again in July to see if we can lock in at a lower rate. If not, we will possibly consider switching to natural gas. A discussion
followed regarding if we switched to natural gas, would we want a meter on the parsonage and one on the church or just
have one
meter for both? This will be determined in July when the council meets again.
*Youth/Family: Activities with the youth were discussed for the summer. Pastor will check with families to see what they
may be interested in. Some previous activities were horseback riding, fishing and a campfire.
*Nominating Committee: No report.
*Negotiating Committee: The committee met with Pastor John on June 3, 2018. The meeting went very well.
*Welcome/Visitor’s Committee: Rosie brought samples of name tags on lanyards for council to see. Council decided on the
name tags with Luther’s seal. Rosie Harmsen and Connie Vieths are working on making these for members.
*Missions: No report.
Old Business:
Deck replacement on the parsonage was taken care of under Facilities/Building.
New Business:
*After discussion regarding lawn mowing, Don Oslowski made a motion to look into purchasing a mower after it has been
announced in the bulletin to see what response we get, seconded by Jennifer Fundine. Motion carried. Rosie Harmsen will
ask Connie Vieths to put it in the bulletin. In the meantime, individuals will take turn mowing the grass.
* After discussion, Rosie Harmsen made a motion to send $500 in July to the LCMC, seconded by Jennifer Fundine. Motion
carried.
*An individual has started cleaning the church. They will clean every other week for three hours @ $15 per hour.
*Someone asked Gary Pilgrim why on the back of the bulletin it has council members names but no phone numbers. A brief
discussion followed with no decision made. Rosie Harmsen will check with Connie Vieths to see about putting
numbers on with the names.
Adjourned: A motion to adjourn was made by Don Oslowski, seconded by Rosie Harmsen. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

JUST FOR YOUR INFORMATION!!

Please note that we will have Communion in July on the 1st Sunday and the 4th Sunday because of the Community
Service at the Fair grounds.
Please come and join us at the Community Center for our Sunday Service at 10:30. Remember to stay for the chicken
dinner afterwards!!!
We are in need of a riding lawn mower for the church and parsonage lawns. If you have a used riding lawn mower that is in
good running order, please contact Jim Ausland or any of the council members.
Do you enjoy having treats with out Sunday coffee? Please consider bringing treats to be shared. Please let
Rosie know what Sunday you would like to bring treats. It is not right to have a few people always providing the goodies
when we have so many great bakers in our congregation. It would be sad if all we had is coffee and nothing for our sweet
tooth!!
Miss a Sunday? Want to hear Pastor John’s Sermon? You can do that!!! Just log in to our church WEBSITE:
firstlutheranpillager.net Click on audio and pick the sermon you want to listen to!!!!

Mary Aalgaard will be performing in this delightful play at Central
Lakes College. Please come and support her and enjoy a
wonderful evening of fun! We are proud of you Mary!!!
A Brainerd Community Theatre Production - Church Basement
Ladies is a celebration of the church basement kitchen and the
women who work there and features four distinct characters and
their relationships as they organize the food and the problems of
a rural Minnesota church. Funny and down to earth, audiences
will recognize these ladies as they begin to see the Church year
unfold from below the House of God.
Dates: Thursday, July 19, Friday, July 20, Saturday, July 21,
Wednesday, July 25, Thursday, July 26, and Friday, July 27. All
performances start at 7:30.

Produced by special arrangement with Troupe America, Inc.
Tickets: $17 Adult / $14 Under 18 Call 218-855-8199 for tickets
Service fees apply to online ticket purchases.
Purchase tickets online or from our box office:
www.clcperformingarts.com or 218-855-8199

New deck on the parsonage!!! Thanks to all who helped with this project. It looks so fantastic!
Thanks to the women who served the lunch to our workers!!!!

Times of the Garage
Sale:
Thursday 7 am to 6 pm
Friday 7 am to 6 pm
Saturday 8 am to 5 pm
Please come to set up
anytime on Wednesday,
July 11

We will be having our Annual Garage Sale on
July 12, 13, 14. Please have your items to the church
by noon July 11 so that we can have time to set
thing up. You may start dropping things off at the
church on Sunday, July 8. Please help by donating
items and of course coming and buying those
treasures!! We will need help on July 11 to set
things up and of course on the sale days to help sell
our treasures. Please consider coming and helping
and having fun!!

PLEASE KEEP THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
PEOPLE IN THE MILITARY

THOSE WHO ARE ILL OR IN THE HOSPITAL

Jennifer Vasquez (Navy) Don and Sharon
Gehrke’s daughter
Isaac Jacobson (Navy)
Aaron Jacobson (Navy)
Chad Hagg (army) Son of Arlene Hagg and
nephew of Eileen Ausland
Joseph DeLude (Navy) grandson of Don DeLude

Eva Mudgett (leukemia)
Lindsey Kennedy (cancer)
Mason VanVickle (cancer)
Beverly Williams (sister-in-law of Glenn and
Louise Pilgrim)

UPDATING
If the military, those who are ill or in the hospital, or
people in nursing homes is not up to date or if
names need to be added or deleted, please
contact Sharon Gehrke so that these lists can be
updated. Thanks

PRAYER CHAIN
When you need prayer support, there is a
group at our church who will pray diligently for
whatever the need is. Please call Marlene
Lindeman at 218-746-3541.

PEOPLE IN NURSING AND
ASSISTED LIVING HOME
Diamond Willow

Edgewood Vista

Sally Pofahl

Betty Simons

Riverside Assisted Living

Harmony House/Brainerd

Irene Pietz
Barb Reimer
Ken Kelling

Char Brattlund

SEND A CARD!!!
Please take time to send a card to the people who are serving our country, who are ill or in the hospital, and
people in nursing homes and assisting living homes. This would mean so much to them to hear from their
church family.

EMN2 JACOBSON, ISAAC A.
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER UNI-100236 BOX 4439

Please send a card to Isaac and FPO AE 09532
Aaron. They would love to hear from you!!!!

HN JACOBSON, AARON L.
3RD LAR BN H&S BAS
TWENTYNINE PALMS, CA 92278-8272
Church Council
President: Jim Ausland
Vice President: Shirley Smith
Secretary: Julie Warren
Linda Bentler, Jennifer Fundine, Rosie
Harmsen, Don Oslowski, Gary Pilgrim,
Darlene Zabel

Check out our Website at
Pastor John Dinkins
717 River Street South
Pillager, MN 56473
Office 218-746-3775
Pastor 218-746-3750
E-mail: firstluth@brainerd.net

firstlutheranpillager.net
We also have a Facebook
page to check out!!!! Please
free to post anything or post
comments!!! Facebook page
search type in First Lutheran
Pillager and this should take
you to the page.

