As we look at chapter 14, 


things can get quite confusing, SLIDE



as 9 Kings 



from various lands are all mentioned in the first two verses.  

The only two areas we readily recognize 


are Sodom and Gommorah.  

Part of that lack of recognition is that the Red team, 


the team of 4, 



is from the Persian Gulf.  

The green team is from the area around the Dead Sea.  

From the pattern that we are aware of from the Greeks and Romans, 


this situation was typical.  

A power group comes through in battle, 


defeats a number of other city state Kings, 


who then pay tribute to the winning Kings 



until they decide to rebel.  


David does something similar during his reign.  

This system had worked well for 12 years, 


the thirteenth year there is rebellion, 

the fourteenth year, 


the team of 4 come back



to make the team of 5 in the Salt Sea 




feel their military superiority again.  

Rebellion in the teenage years



who knew?
In verse 5-7, 


we hear the natural occurrence happening 


when a powerful nation comes down the Kings Road 



through the Eastern side of the dead sea 




in modern day Jordan, 


all of those areas are also conquered. The aqua blue or teal color 

Eventually they meet the 5 Kings who have rebelled at the Salt Sea 


and triumph then there as well.  

Then they start heading North  towards home with their spoils.  


Which include possessions 


and people from Sodom and Gomorrah, 



including Lot.

Now, this is one of those places 


where depending on your perspective, 



you could make an argument about what 



you were supposed to learn from this interaction.  

A common one picked


is to point out we have to be careful about how we associate with people.  

Preachers point to the small difference in the text from 13:12 SLIDE

when Lot was living near Sodom 


and now in 14:12 he is living in Sodom.  

Since the difference is there, 


we have to take it seriously.  

But I have to wonder if marauders are really that picky.  


If you are outside the city gates, 



you are free to go and keep your things.  


But if you moved in, 



you are now captured?  

While that idea has grounds here 


and other places in scripture, 

I don't think it is the main concern of the narrative.


Anywhere along the Kings road put Lot in danger.  


It is mainly just the way to bring Abram into the mix.

As we became familiar with from the story of Job, 


only one person escapes 


and finds Abram 



to let him know his nephew has been captured.  

We find Abram where we left him in chapter 13, 


in Mamre near the great trees.  

He hears about Lot's condition 


and raises his 318 fighting men.  SLIDE
A bit of what seem like a random number 


the gematria, 


or giving value to letters 



has a great time with.  

Elizear, 


the captain in 15:2 



that Abram assumes will be his heir at this point, 


his name totals 318 when adding up the letters.  

Later Gematrians have more fun with the Greek SLIDE

and just get sloppy 



with the Tau being the shape of the cross worth 300 



and the eta and iota are 8 and 10, 


which are the first two letters of Jesus' name.  

While all this is fun, 


it is not the main point that the text is trying to make.  

What we are needing to realize 


is that Abram has been well blessed by God 



to have 318 men who are trained to fight 




as part of his household. 


 This is a healthy household, 



but it is a household going up against the army of not one, 



but four kings.  

These 4 kings have just laid waste to each 


and every obstacle in their way.  

Even when 5 kings united together in battle, 


they found themselves overwhelmed 



and falling into tar pits as they were trying to escape the slaughter.

Going back to my perspective idea for a moment, 


I am thinking about all the other people in Sodom and Gomorrah 



who were captured by this King Kedorlaomer.  


Would it not be better for them 



to be taken away from these towns 




and never return.  


Might of this been an act of mercy by God 



to take them away to a land that was not soon to face fire and brimstone?  

Picking back up in verse 13, 


Abram and his 318 men, 


plus his fellow friend of Mamre 



and his brothers Eshcol and Aner.  

We now have 2 men and their households 


verses 4 kings of nations.  

We should not even be talking about this conflict.  SLIDE
It should just read, “Abram and his 318 men, 



plus all of Mamre, Eshcol, and Aner's men died that day.”  

The 4 Kings have wiped out towns everywhere they went, 


they wiped out 5 Kings of the Siddim Valley.  

Why should we expect anything different with Abram?

We go back to Genesis 12:1-3 yet again.  SLIDE

God has made a covenant with Abram.  



He will bless those who bless Abram 



and curse those who curse Abram.  

Lot is a part of who Abram is, 


so they had better be careful.  SLIDE
Over the course of 345 miles, the path in yellow


being chased north by Abram, 



all the people are freed from having to travel back to Babylon as slaves.  

Something man could not do or stop, 


Yahweh could.  

Abram was able to do what no other man 


or King could do, 


stop the four Kings, 



because he was trusting in God to help in battle.  

As we will see over and over in the Penteteuch, 


God is able to provide the resources 



when poor little Israel is completely outmatched.  

Can you see why Moses' might have included this story 


into the story he was writing.  

During the 40 years wandering in the desert, 


do you think Moses wished 



that they could have followed Joshua and Calebs advice 


and went into the promised land.  

That they might actually start living 


as if God was really for them 


and there was nothing holding them back from living into God's promises.

I see this as what the story is trying to get the people to hear.  SLIDE

“Trust Yahweh,” 



even if our numbers are small.”  

Yahweh triumphed with Abram, 

Yahweh conquered in Jericho.  


Why wouldn't he continue to do this for us?  

In case we might miss the point, 


we get a second chance. 
Abram, 

his army, 

and those captured 


travel back to the Salt Sea with Abram 

and are met by the King of Sodom 


and then the King of Salem.  

Here, there has to be a definite point being made 


by the two kings who approach.  

One, 


just because of how their names contrast.  

Two, 


there is not really any other reason for the King of Salem to be there.



His land was never attacked.  

The first mention of Salem is in verse 18.  

Salem means “peace,” 


which is what Abram brought to the land.  

Sodom means “fire,” 


which the people brought on themselves 



for rebelling in the first place, 


as well as being wicked 


and sinning greatly against the Lord as was mentioned in 13:13.

As is often true in Hebrew scriptures and life, 


we often live into our name.  

It is also why 


when God breaks through in a person's life, 



they are often given a new name.  


Like Isaac to Israel 


and Abram to Abraham.  SLIDE
Melchezidek of Salem, 


or Righteousness of Peace, 



proclaims what has happened on this day over bread and wine, 
“Blessed be Abram 


by God Most High, 



Creator of heaven and earth. 

And blessed be God Most High, 


who delivered your enemies into your hand.”  

God most high delivered your enemies into your hand.  


It was not Abram's great military prowess, 


but God's power that made the day happen.  

Everything in Melchizedek's actions point us to praise Yahweh for his goodness.

In contrast, 


we also get to hear Berah, 


King of Sodom's response 



to God's actions.  

As mentioned earlier, 


Sodom means fire 


and Berah is even less subtle in the name meaning, 



“Son of evil.”  

What does he do that is so nefarious?  


According to man's laws, 



he follows them.  



He offers Abram what he deserves.  


His two friends take theirs 



as is their right to take the spoils of war.  

But Abram does not, 


because he did not want to be beholden to the king.  

God was clearly doing something through Abram 


to defeat an army no one else could defeat 


and with the small numbers that he had.  



Think David and Goliath.

If Abram takes what the King of Sodom gives him, 


he is aware that this King is also likely to claim 



that it was he who made Abram great.  

Abram has just rescued his nephew 


who got caught up in the shenanigans of the King of Sodom, 


he knows better than to strengthen those ties any deeper.  

Abram is pretty clear right now 


that it is Yahweh who did this, 


he knows Yahweh will take care of him, 



he wants to keep the waters clear.  

But do you see how evil works subtly?  SLIDE


It is wanting the credit to go to Abram 



and not God.  


That would be a win for evil.  

Meanwhile, 


Melchizedek's praise 



starts with God blessing Abram 



and being clear on who did the deliverance. 

That brings peace, 

the other way brings fire.  


Maybe not a forest fire at first, 



but it only takes a spark to get a fire going.

Now you will notice that the other men take their fair cut.  


That is where the discernment comes in.  

Do I need to do this in a way 


that it is clear that all the glory goes to God?  

When and from where


 can I get help?  SLIDE
I don't want to be the person at the pearly gates saying, 


“God I called out for you to rescue me from the flood 



and you let me drown.”  

And God responds, 


“I sent a car, 


then a boat, 


and finally a helicopter.  



Of course you drowned after you sent all three away.”  

God deserves the glory for everything that happens in our lives.  


If we can give it to him in everything, 



we are fine.  

But from what I can tell, 


we have room to grow 



in seeing God active in every part of our day 



and giving him the praise due his name.  

It should also be noted in the discernment part, 


that Abram was letting his yes be yes 


and his no be no.  

He had made an oath already, 


not to accept anything from the King of Sodom.

The final difference to note 


between the righteous way and the evil way 



is how we and those around us benefit.  

The King of Sodom wanted to give Abram more.  


What more did he need now that Lot was back and alive?  

Melchizedek blessed Abram in such a way 


that Abram gave a portion of what he had back to Melchizedek.  SLIDE
That is why God blesses us, 


so that we might give freely to others.  

Let us realize how we have been blessed 


beyond what we ourselves could ever do, 


realizing it is how God loves us, 



then shower that love on others.
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