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OPENA Purpose
 The general purpose of the Oak Park Estates Neighborhood 

Association is to provide a forum and an active support group for the 
residents of the Oak Park Estates and Druid Hills neighborhoods in 
order to make the area a safer, more attractive and a better place to live.

 Any current resident of, or owner of property or a business in a 
neighborhood of Oak Cliff and who has an interest in advancing the 
quality of life in the Oak Park Estates (including all additions or 
revisions) and Druid Hills Neighborhoods is eligible for membership in 
the Association.

 Join OPENA at http://www.opena.org/join-us.html

http://www.opena.org/join-us.html


OPENA Leadership Team:
Officers:
• Tom Forsyth, President
• Mary Harrison, Vice President
• Beatrice Lovett, Treasurer
• Richard Thomas, Secretary
• Lucy Livingston, Past President
Standing Committee Chairs:
• Kathy Biers, Membership
• Jim Hauck, Communications
• Brett Anderson, Block Captain
• Cynthia White, Community Planning 

and Development
• Corey Miles, Code Awareness & 

Crime Watch Chair

Ad hoc Committee Chairs:
•Judy Pollock, Grants & Resources
•Faye Williams, Programs
•James Fairchild, Social Events & Publications 
•Carl Hays, Government Liaison
•Carla Ranger Hospitality
•Jack Dieckhoner, Beautification
•Lynn Witherspoon, Education Chair



Agenda
 Welcome & Introductions
 Acknowledgements, Awards & Announcements
 Introduction of New Officers:

 Kathy Biers, Membership
 Corey Miles, Code & Crime Watch
 Jack Dieckhoner, Beautification

 Committee Reports:
 Adoption of Minutes by Richard Thomas, Secretary
 Treasurer’s Report by Beatrice Lovett, Treasurer

 City of Dallas Updates:
 Abidur Kahn, Program Manager, Stormwater Management Dept. Report on Creek Erosion Project
 Isaac Ellison, Noise Control Specialist, Aviation Dept. 

 Program on “Advancing Equity in Dallas”: 
 Victor Obaseki, Chief Equity Office for the City of Dallas



Acknowledgements
Volunteers Distributing 2020 Door Hangers:

Carrie Coy
Bert Rakowitz
Kent Hedman
Brett Anderson
Carl Hays
Patsy Brown
Mary Harrison
Jacqueline Peel
Rachel Harris 
Faye Williams
Carol Jackson



Appreciation Awards
Carol Jackson, Oak Park Estates
Bert Rakowitz, Druid Hills
Jim Hauck, Oak Park Estates



Operation Beautification in 2020 
 Clean up trash & litter on major streets in O.P.E & Druid Hills
 4 Dates Planned in 2020:

 Sat. Feb. 8, 2020
 Sat. May 9, 2020
 Sat. Aug. 8, 2020
 Sat. Nov. 7, 2020

 We meet up at 8:45 am
 In the JW Carpenter School Teachers Parking Log
 Work from 9 am to 11:30 pm
 Volunteers needed for each clean up day event!



OPENA Yard of the Month Program
 1st Award to Jim Hauck at 1532 Trailridge!
 2nd Award to Michael Smith at Rugged & Vatican.
 Program details & nominations can be 

made at: http://www.opena.org/yard-of-the-month.html

 Criteria:
o Nice foliage & Kept Yard
o Focus on beautification, originality & creativity
o Combo of lawns, borders and flower beds
o It’s visually appealing from the street!
o Water-wise landscapes are also considered!
o Be willing to have photos published

http://www.opena.org/yard-of-the-month.html


2020 Calendar



Adoption of Minutes –
Richard Thomas, Secty.
 General Meeting on Nov. 16, 2019

 Board Meeting on Dec. 7, 2019

Nov. 2019 General 
Meeting Minutes

Dec. 2019 Board 
Meeting Minutes


Oak Park Estates Neighborhood Association

Minutes of Board Meeting

December 7th 2019


The board meeting of the Oak Park Estates Neighborhood Association was held on December 7, 2019 at 1:30 pm.

Present were Tom Forsyth, Cory Miles, Carl Hayes, Bret Anderson, Anne Herbage, Mary Harrison, Jim Hauck, Beatrice Lovett and Richard Thomas.

Tom announced that Kathy Birks has agreed to serve as Membership chair for the coming year. Unfortunately, she was not able to attend this meeting.

Cory Miles is a returning resident of the area and will work at Code Compliance Chair on code enforcement issues and help in any area as needed.

The Board made a brief review and evaluation of recent events. It was noted that while our annual party was well received, the organization should consider purchasing the turkey and allow residents to provide the sides. This suggestion was accepted as a good change.

Tom outlined the possible programs the New Year:

1) On January 18th, the program topic will be “Advancing Equity in the City of Dallas” that will be given by Victor Obaseki, Chief Equity Officer for the City of Dallas.  The Dallas Stormwater Management Dept. will provide an update on the Creek Bed Restoration Project at Holiday Road and Five Mile Parkway.

2) Programs for future meetings in 2020 include Healthy Food Choices in Southern Dallas, and a Program on the Southern Gateway and Deck Park construction.

The New year will see an improved emphasis on neighborhood cleanliness. OPENA will conduct quarterly cleanup campaigns with the first one set for Saturday February 8th.  Ikebana workshops will be held at St. Augustine Church on Saturdays. The next one is scheduled for December 14th at 10:30. 

The board reviewed officer reports and approved the minutes for October meeting, reconciled the treasurer’s report showing a balance of $2627.00 and noted that Heritage Oak Cliff had just elected new officers. Our membership was now 60 with 20 renewals as of November 31st. Beatrice moved that all reports be approved and accepted. Mary seconded the motion. All items were approved stated.

President Tom Forsyth gave an update on the organization. Among the items he discussed included:

1. The 2020 Door hangers would be purchased by December 15th with expected delivery by December 31st.   

2. The Druid Hills Sign Toppers have been delivered to the City of Dallas Streets Department which will be scheduling to install them in early 2020. 

3. The OPENA 501c3 application was being worked on a pro-bono basis by Kirkland and Ellis, the law firm selected by the Legal Aid of Northwest Texas to work on our behalf.

Discussion the moved to the need, form and function of the OPENA directory. The consensus was the digital form was more appropriate and cost effective, ads placed on the door hangers will also be included in the directory and line ads will be sold at $20.00 each.

The meeting adjourned with a motion by Beatrice and seconded by Carl. The meeting formally closed at 3:00 pm.



Submitted  

Richard Thomas

Secretary, Oak Park Estates Neighborhood Association











Treasurer’s Report –
Beatrice Lovett

Period from 11/17/2019 to 
01/17/2020

OPENA Treasurers 
ort_11162019 to 01



Druid Hills Sign Topper Update
• First 15 Sign Toppers for Druid Hills.
• Signs have been paid for.
• HOC has reimbursed us for them.
• City Streets Dept. is preparing to install them.
• Neighborhood Vitality Grant request for $1,541 

submitted for an add’l 15 for the Druid Hills Addition.



Membership Report – Alex & Kathy
 Membership Report (As of 12/10/2019):

o 2020 Member Total 25
o 2020 New Member Total 6
o 2019 Members Renewed 2020 19
o 2018 Members Still to Renew 42

• Member Attendance 1/19 27 6 new member signups
• Member Attendance 3/16 24 2 new member signups
• Member Attendance 5/21 34 6 new member signups
• Member Attendance 7/16 31 6 new member signups
• Member Attendance 9/17 31 1 new member signup
• Member Attendance 11/16/19 22 3 new member signups



Neighborhood Handbook & Directory – James Fairchild
 Mission of the Oak Park Estates Neighborhood Association
 Overview and History of Oak Park Estates & Druid Hills 

Neighborhoods
 Meeting Schedule
 Membership, Contact Us, OPENA Officers
 City of Dallas Resources
 Education Resources
 Elected Officials
 Local Business & Services Directory
 Neighborhood Residents Directory



Special Thanks to our Sponsors!
Melissa Flanagan with Li’l Rhythms
Elijah Salazar with Peaberry Coffee
Ryan Munchrath with Ann’s Health Foods
James Fairchild with Ebby Holliday Realty
Cynthia White of W& W Business Services!



Upcoming Meeting Reminders:
 OPENA Neighborhood Clean up Drive on Sat. Feb. 8 at 8:45 am

 Location: JW Carpenter Elementary School Teachers Parking Lot
 OPENA Board Meeting on Sat. Feb. 15 at 1:30 pm

 Location: Hampton-Illinois Branch Library Study Hall
 DPD Listening Session – District 4 Community Meeting with Chief 

Renee Hall, DPD and Councilwoman Carolyn King Arnold
 Thursday, February 20 (6pm – 8pm)
 Location: Beckley-Saner Recreation Center, 114 W Hobson Ave

 Next OPENA General Meeting on Sat. March 21 at 1:30 pm! 
 Program on Healthy Food Choices by Anga Sanders!
 Location: St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church



www.opena.org

Questions? 
Please email us at:

crimewatch@opena.org

http://www.opena.org/
mailto:crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org
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