HR 1349 next steps
To: State Presidents and National Board Members
As you know, Wednesday, the House Committee on Natural Resources twice voted on HR 1349 (bikes in Wilderness). On the
second vote, the bill was passed out of Committee 22-18 and now moves to the full House for consideration. It was a partyline vote, with only Rep. Liz Cheney (WY) bucking her party to vote against the bill. Just like trails, Wilderness should not be a
partisan issue.
WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN NEXT?
The bill could be put before a “floor vote” in the House of Representatives at any time. When, or in what form, the bill might
be voted upon is unknown.
Given the speed and relative stealth by which this bill moved through committee, however, BCHA members must be
prepared to reach out to their representatives at a moment’s notice. BCHA is monitoring the situation and will alert
members once we learn the potential date of a floor vote.
REACH OUT TO YOUR REPRESENTATIVE
Yet there is nothing stopping members from reaching out to their representative at this time to demonstrate their views
on HR 1349. Information on how you can contact your representative in Congress can be found here. Ask to speak with
your representative’s Legislative Assistant (LA) for natural resources- or public lands-related issues. Develop a
relationship with the LA by speaking with them or leaving a message each week. Make sure they know you represent a
broader BCH state or chapter, and tell them about the great things you do as a volunteer to keep trails open for everyone.
HOUSE LEADERS PROBABLY WILL HIDE THE BALL
The timing of a floor vote would have to be approved by the House leadership. HR 1349 could be voted on as a standalone bill or, more likely, it could be packaged with other public land bills or must-pass legislation. Given that amending
the Wilderness Act is known to be highly controversial—the Act has never been amended throughout the Act’s 53-year
history—a floor vote on HR 1349 will most likely be bundled with other, less controversial or even potentially beneficial,
public lands legislation. Doing so might be considered as providing “cover” for legislators who don’t want to be viewed as
voting to undermine the Wilderness Act.
Don’t let them fool you. A vote to undermine the Wilderness Act is still a vote to undermine the Wilderness Act, even if your
representative claims they intend to vote in favor of another bill in the package.
SENATE BILL LIKELY, CONTACT YOUR SENATORS
We also are on the lookout for introduction of a Senate “companion bill” to HR 1349. Given that legislation must be passed
by both the House and Senate before it goes to the President’s desk for signature, a companion bill could be introduced at
any time by anti- Wilderness Senator(s) or, alternatively, should the House pass HR 1349 the bill would automatically be sent
to the Senate for consideration.
Consequently, it would be wise to reach out to your senators to let them know your feelings about HR 1349. Contact
information for your U.S. senators can be found here.
STRONG COALITION FIGHTING TO OPPOSE HR 1349
BCHA continues to work in partnership with a number of regional and national organizations to prevent HR 1349 from
being enacted into law. These partners include The Wilderness Society, American Horse Council, Pacific Crest Trail
Association, Appalachian Trail Conservancy, American Hiking Society, Partnership for the National Trail System and the
National Wilderness Stewardship Alliance.
The International Mountain Bicycling Association has publicly stated its opposition to HR 1349. In addition, hundreds of
organizations have signed onto letters stating their opposition to HR 1349.
BIKES-IN-WILDERNESS SUPPORTERS ARE A SMALL MINORITY
HR 1349 was introduced on behalf of two small, Johnny-come-lately organizations that neither understand nor respect the
origins and the intent of the 1964 Wilderness Act. They believe the Act should be “modernized” to let mountain bikes have
legal access to the last remaining 2.7% of lands in the continental U.S. that are designated as Wilderness. By insisting that
“mechanized forms of travel” be allowed in Wilderness (the purpose of HR 1349), they act naive about the potential for
Congress to further pry open the door and insert other damaging provisions into the bill.
HR 1349 COULD BE MADE WORSE
Again, don’t be fooled. Members of Congress could offer provisions on the House floor (i.e., amendments) to further
undermine the Wilderness Act. It’s critical we apply constant pressure on our representatives until HR 1349 is soundly
defeated. Let your member of Congress know that we will resist all attempts to undermine and weaken the Wilderness Act.

