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Grand Portage Urges Band
Members Caution Over The
Holidays
By Kitty Mayo
The Grand Portage Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa has thus
far kept transmission of Covid-29
relatively at bay, but is bracing
for a greater risk as the holidays
approach and is emphasizing the
message that keeping a distance
is a must to keep their small
community safe.
Jenn Sorenson, Health Director
for Grand Portage Health Service, says that tribal leaders are
trying to get ahead of a potential
post-holiday surge by urging
band members to avoid high-risk
activities, and use all possible
precautions.
Early on, Sorenson says the
reservation was closed to anyone
outside of the immediate community for about a month. During
that time the Grand Portage
Lodge and Casino was closed,
along with the gas station, campground, and Grand Portage National Monument.
In a phased reopening the tribal
council slowly returned to the
tourist season, implementing
safety measures within the casino
and requiring masks. However,
casino visit numbers remained
low because of lack of traffic
from Thunder Bay, Ontario with
the Canadian border closed.
At the time of this interview in
the last week of October,
Sorenson said that only one positive case had been confirmed on
the reservation to date, and that
was back in July.
However, Sorenson and tribal
leadership are concerned that the
tide could turn with the holidays.
Their number one recommenda-

tion is that people stay home and
not attend the usual large holiday
gatherings.
“People are getting fearful with
numbers rising in the county
daily, and knowing that people
are getting tired of all this, and
want to see their relatives for the
holidays is concerning,” said
Sorenson.
Because of that concern,
Sorenson says the tribe is ramping up their communication with
tribal members to take measures
to slow virus transmission,
should they choose to do holiday
visiting.
“Before the holidays we want
to give the advice that if you do
travel to avoid crowded places
like bars, avoid higher risk transportation like flying, to keep your
visits to less than ten people, socially distance, and wear a
mask,” said Sorenson.
What people do when they
come home from a visit will be
just as important, said Sorenson.
The tribe is urging anyone who
returns from holiday visiting to
isolate at home for 14 days afterward and watch for virus symptoms, consider getting tested, and
especially avoid anyone who is
particularly vulnerable.
A “Holidays Reminder” letter
from the Grand Portage Tribal
Council ends with advice that
could apply to all of us: “Please
enjoy your holidays in the safest
manner possible; this not only
affects you, but it can also affect
our community, co-workers, and
especially our elders.”

Local Faith-Based Citizens'
Climate Lobby Group
Building Bridges
By Kitty Mayo
A new local group of conservatives and liberals has been leading the way on working together
to get work done. A subgroup of
an area chapter of the Citizens'
Climate Lobby, this faith-based
group shares a mutual concern
for a healthy planet.
There has been a chapter of the
Citizens' Climate Lobby in the
area since 2014, and this addition
is a subgroup to that chapter.
Katya Gordon, resident of
Knife River, says there is a grow-

ing awareness of the importance
of mutual respect, regardless of
stated religion.
“In this time we live in, it's unusual for people with differences
to form a group together, but we
wanted to create a safe place to
be faith-based and climate-focused,” said Gordon.
Realizing that it is not necessary to argue about some typical
arguments that keep people of
some religions from joining to
Continued on Page 4

Give to the Max 2020:
#Give Where You Live MN
By Kitty Mayo
It's that time of year again for
the online fundraising campaign
that can elevate your favorite organizations. Give to the Max Day
is officially on Thursday, November 19th, but early giving has
already begun.
Give to the Max is a chance to
make your donations go farther
than ever, with Early Giving donations eligible for daily $500
Early Giving Golden Tickets, and
a $10,000 Super-Sized Gold
ticket to be drawn at midnight on
November 19th.
Each gift made enters you to
win money for the causes you
support in the form of golden
tickets for random chance drawings.
In addition to searching for local organizations to give to, you
can also search to support causes
affected by Covid-19, and ad-

vance social equity (BIPOC-led
and serving causes). Another
search button will allow you to
look for causes that have matching gifts to stretch your
donation's impact.
Go to GiveMN.org to search
for the causes that mean the most
to you, enter your city or town to
find out what organizations in
your community are asking for
help. You will find an array of
north shore organizations, ranging from the area food shelf, to
arts organizations, and independent media. Support athletes,
trails, libraries, senior citizens,
and much more.
The state-wide “giving holiday” is in its 12th year, and in its
first 11 years helped raise $190
million benefiting over 10,000
Minnesota non-profits and
schools.

Childhood Vaccination Need
to Get Back on Track
By Kitty Mayo
Staying up-to-date on childhood vaccinations can ensure that
infectious, potentially deadly,
and preventable diseases do not
make a comeback in our communities.
However, with the pandemic
came a slowdown in those vaccination schedules for children,
with clinics discouraging visits
early in the pandemic, and patients leery of going out of their
bubbles.
Dr. Tolga Hanhan, family practice physician at Lake View
Clinic in Two Harbors, says that
with the pandemic stretching on
for many months, the time has
come to get back on track with
regular health care check-ins and
especially vaccinations.
“People had a lot of hesitancy
at first for good reason, but since
that time we have really figured
some things out and have a very
safe environment in the clinic,”
said Hanhan.
Hanhan says that people with
Covid-19like symptoms, or who
are being tested are in a separate
part of the building, and sometimes even get tested while staying in their car. Additionally, the
new expansion with more space
allows patients to be distanced.
Exam rooms are cleaned between
patients, all patients are required
to wear masks, and providers

wear both a mask and eye protection.
All over the world childhood
vaccinations have been disrupted,
and according to a recent report
authored by UNICEF, the World
Health Organization, and others,
more than 80 million children in
the world under the age of oneyear are at risk for vaccine-preventable diseases.
In the U.S. the CDC estimates
that routine vaccinations for children born between 1994 and
2018 will save 936,000 lives and
prevent 419 million cases of illness.
Children under the age of two
years are most likely to need vaccinations, which are typically
given around two, four, six,
twelve and eighteen months.
Some of the usual vaccinations
given to protect children from
catching and spreading potentially devastating diseases include: measles, mumps, rubella,
tetanus, Hepatitis A and B,
whooping caught, chicken pox,
diphtheria and polio.
“We do not want to trade one
pandemic for another, for example a measles outbreak, when
we can control things like polio
and prevent illness and death.
Hopefully, a Covid-19 vaccine
that is quite safe will be in the
mix soon,” said Hanhan.
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