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Salvation Army
Christmas Program
Registration
For Families & Seniors
Please have forms filled out completely
and returned to: Silver Bay Service Center
NO later than Friday, Nov. 18, by 4:00 PM.
Distribution will be on
Friday, Dec. 16 • 9am - 12pm.
Call Betty 226-3048.

My Story
I am but a child
A child of hope dignity and honor
I have always given much and asked for little
Yes I want to be loved
Yes things like remembrance and steadfastness
are important
I have been through many battles
Seen uncounted horrors
But I stand firm
I remain strong
I shall never give of myself easily
Nor will I acquiesce if threatened
And although I am not invincible
I bask in the light of God
Shown down upon me since my birth
Today I find myself in much turmoil
Where people I love turn away from me
They curse me for things I have not done
And blame me for matters beyond my control
These events are not of my doing
But those who wish my ruination
Bringing evil upon my head
And causing much vexation
This is not me!
This has never been what I was or am
It is sad and desperate individuals attempts
Who try to corrupt all that I am
But I know that these people the ones I love
Are better than this
Their redemption is not impossible
For a dream is one heroic act away from
becoming reality
Look at me!
Regardless of their current feelings
I shall put aside their hostilities
And look forward to a greater tomorrow
I believe it is there
It always has been and it always will be
For remember
I am but a child
A child of hope dignity and honor
I am the red the white and the blue
I am the United States of America
Author’s name withheld

Local Bowlers Head to Special Olympics State Tournament
By Haley Searls
That summer, Camp Shriver was held on
Shriver's Maryland farm. Thirty-four children,
guided by twenty-six high school and collegeaged counselors, explored various sports such
as swimming, soccer, basketball, and horseback riding. Since that first camp, the Special
Olympics program has grown and spread
throughout the world, with year-round sports
opportunities for individuals with intellectual
disabilities.
On November 19th, local Silver Bay (Silver Bowl) bowlers, David and Dakota, will
head to Grand Rapids for the 2022 Special
Olympics Minnesota State Bowling Tournament.
David says, “I have always loved bowling,
I used to bowl in Hayward for Special Olympics.”
Dakota adds, “I've always loved bowling,
how can you not?”
But what is the Special Olympic program
and for whom is it designed?
In 1960, the Special Olympics program got
its start when a woman from Bethesda, Maryland, realized no summer camps would accept
her child, who had an intellectual disability.
She called Eunice Kennedy Shriver, director
of the Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Foundation, an
organization that advocated for research into
the causes of intellectual disability. Shriver
said, “Enough;” and when Shriver said that, it
meant she was going to do something about it.

What is an intellectual disability? An intellectual disability (ID) is the most common developmental disability. According to the
American Association of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, an individual meets
the criteria for having an intellectual disability based upon intelligence quotient, significant limitations in two or more adaptive areas
(skills that are needed to live, work, and play
in the community, such as communication or
self-care), and the condition must manifest itself before the age of eighteen. Some betterknown intellectual disabilities include Fragile X Syndrome, Down Syndrome, and Autism Spectrum Disorder.
Individuals ages eight and up who have an
intellectual disability are eligible to become a
Special Olympics athlete. There is also a
Young Athletes program for ages two to seven.
The mission of Special Olympics is to “provide year-round sports training and athletic
competition in a variety of Olympic-type
sports for children and adults with intellectual
disabilities, giving them continuing opportu-

nities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate
courage, experience joy, and participate in a
sharing of gifts, skills, and friendship with their
families, other Special Olympic athletes, and
the community.”
In Minnesota, the Special Olympics program
has thirteen geographical areas, over 8,200
athletes, and 400-plus teams. Sixteen official
state-level sports are offered, including alpine
skiing, swimming, gymnastics, basketball,
equestrian, and the subject of our article, bowling.
Katie Robinson, head of delegation for Area
3 (the Lake Superior Lakers), has always loved
volunteering for events such as the Law Enforcement Torch Run and the Polar Bear
Plunge, but she “wanted more for the future
athletes in Lake County. Families and
caregivers are battling isolation differently
than those in bigger cities, so I felt it just
needed to be done.”
Robinson hopes for a send-off for David and
Dakota. They have to leave for Grand Rapids
at 6am on Saturday, November 19th, and
Robinson would like to have Horn Boulevard
lined with people cheering David and Dakota
as they follow through with their dreams for
the Special Olympics. Get out your markers
and poster board and show them your support!
Congratulations, David and Dakota! Best
wishes at the 2022 Special Olympics Minnesota State Bowling Tournament!

