16th Sunday After Dentecost

Septembet 20, 2020 - 10:00am

WELCOME - In the parking lot, tune your radio to 88.1 FM.
Online, find us at: https://www.facebook.com/christlutheranroanoke/
&< —Lightly tap your carhorn

If you have brought a monetary offering, you may place it in an offering basket from your car as
you leave the parking lot. You may also give securely on our homepage:
www.christlutheranroanoke.org. Thank you for supporting the work of Christ Lutheran Church
and our ministry partners!

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,
and of the = Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen. <4<



https://www.facebook.com/christlutheranroanoke/
http://www.christlutheranroanoke.org/

GATHERING HYMN: All Are Welcome ELW #641
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.glamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rghts teserved, Used by permission.




GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you. e=d<

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train
us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10-4:11
%When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and
did not do it.

*1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to
the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what | said while I was still in my own country?
That is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for | knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. *And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than
to live.” *And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” °Then Jonah went out of the
city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the
shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

The LoRD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over
his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. "But
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it
withered. ®When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to
die than to live.”

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” 1°Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and
perished in a night. **And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which
there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right
hand from their left, and also many animals?”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. <

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 20:1-16

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. *When he went out about nine o’clock,




he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; “and he said to them, “You also go into the
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. *When he went out again about
noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ®And about five o’clock he went out and
found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all

day?’ "They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into
the vineyard.” ®*When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” *When
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. *’Now
when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received
the usual daily wage. **And when they received it, they grumbled against the

landowner, %saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” **But he replied to one of
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? **Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to
you. *>Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because I am generous?’ *°So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. <

SERMON
Silence for reflection

HYMN OF THE DAY : Will You Let Me Be Your Servant ELW #659
Words and Music on Last Page

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

A brief silence.

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the
church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside
your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity
toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to
places of conflict and violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the
work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and
courage to all who are in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.




We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us
faithfulness to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful
song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Greet those in your vehicle with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.” -
Share the peace with others by waving and turning on your windshield wipers. C\?

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, we give you fullest thanks and praise for heaven and
earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms
to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.




LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. *d<

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament of our risen Lord’s body and blood.
*You may use any bread or crackers and wine or juice.
*1f others are with you, you may take turns sharing the bread and wine. Eat or give the
bread, saying: “The body of Christ given for you.” Drink or give the wine, saying: “The
blood of Christ shed for you. ”
*You may trace the sign of the cross on the forehead of children who do not yet commune
and speak these or similar words to them: “The Lord bless you and keep you today and
always.”

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond
compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by
the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Mothering God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. Amen.




SENDING SONG: We Are Marching in the Light of God ELW #866
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Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...
Text: South African fraditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984

Music: Sivanamsa, South African traditional
Tr. © 1984 Utryek, admin. Walton Music Corp.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. <




Will You Let Me Be Your Servant
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Christ to you? Pray that I  may have the grace to
on the  road; we are here to help each oth - er
of your fear; I will hold my hand out to vyou,
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let you be my ser - vant, too.
walk  the mile and bear the  load.
speak the peace you long to hear.
till  we've seen this jour - ney through.
let you be my ser - vant, too.

Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953

Music: THE SERVANT SONG, Richard Gillard

Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song (c/o Integrity’s Hosanna Music)ASCAP,
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Coady Road, Mobile AL 36695.
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Serving Today:

Preacher: Cindy Keyser Presider: David Skole

Reader: Kaya Kingery Technical Support: Josh Skole

Musicians: Kim Mucha, Cary Mangus, Warren Burger

Parking Attendants: Shelley Campbell; Arthur, Charles & Chas Downs; Robin Haas;
Fiona Schulz

Responsive Prayer from sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Songs used with permission: One License #A-712581 & CCLI License # 3124891.

Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education by the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.




