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NCJW AZ Presents

The Refugee Experience
-- The Women’s Stories -Luncheon and Panel Discussion

Sunday, March 19, 2017 at 11 AM

They risked everything to save their children and themselves. Today, with the help of
groups like the International Rescue Committee Phoenix and Lutheran Social Services of the
Southwest, thousands of refugees and their families are building new lives in Arizona.
NCJW invites you to join us and meet five remarkable women. Their stories of courage,
resourcefulness, determination and optimism are an inspiration to all who share our values.

The McCormick Scottsdale
7401 North. Scottsdale Road
11am reception and raffle: luncheon at noon
Meal Choices: Salmon Caesar Salad or Vegetarian Pasta
Cost $50 per person: RSVP by March 10 to schesnol@aol.com.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
On March 11 Jewish people around the world will begin celebrating the Festival of Purim. People often think
of this as a joyous holiday when children dress in costume and attend carnivals.
But, Purim is so much more than that. It is a holiday that closely mirrors the values of NCJW. The National
Council of Jewish Women is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals
into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice by improving the quality of life for
women, children and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.
How you might ask does Purim resemble NCJW’s values? On Purim the Megillah (Book of Esther) is read. It
tells the story of a strong (nasty perhaps?) woman who saved her Jewish people from being exterminated by
the Jew-hating Prime Minister, Haman. Our Section has many strong women dedicated to not only saving and
bettering Jewish lives, but all lives.
Also on Purim it is customary to give gifts of money to at least two poor people as well as sending gifts of two
kinds of food to at least one person. The giving of gifts to the poor during the days of Purim is prescribed in
order to recall the brotherly love which Esther awoke among all Jews.
Giving to and helping the poor is what our Section does. This year our three main focuses are homeless
veterans and their families, Jewish Free Loan, and helping the resettlement local refugees.
So when you are enjoying your Hamantaschen remember to also think about the true meaning of the Festival
of Purim and of your involvement in National Council of Jewish Woman.
I wish you a Joyous Purim,
Susan Schesnol, President president@ncjqaz.org

FROM THE DESK OF OUR STATE POLICY ADVOCATE (S.P.A.) CHAIR
Our dreams for an all-inclusive United States and an ideal state of Arizona are turning into nightmares. Every
day I find myself falling into despair as I watch the laws and repeals of existing laws and orders that are being
planned in the State Legislature and in Congress. I know many of you are feeling the same. The best antidote to
misery and gloom is hope and action.
Realistically, the ball is not in our court right now, but we can continue to make our calls, write our emails, go
to demonstrations, and respond to Action Alerts. If you do not know which Congressional District (Federal) or
Legislative District (State) you reside in, please contact me or go to www.redistricting.org/districtlocation/,
where you can insert your address and both districts will be displayed. Please explore the AZLEG.gov website:
There are descriptions of the bills, a legislative calendar, agendas for hearings and votes.
Some committee hearings and actual House and Senate sessions are live-streamed on the website, to give
transparency to the process. Additionally, some of the same are on Channel 123 throughout the day, and in
evening they show older events. A Sunday morning news show, “Sunday Square Off,” is on at 8:00am on Channel
12 with host Brahm Resnick. There are interesting guests and commentaries on what is happening locally.
Watch for an announcement to go down to the Capitol to sign up for RTS (Right to Speak). And we hope you
will join us for an “out and about” day at the legislature, details TBA. Also, there will be a postcard event with
cards going to President Trump in March and again, on April 15th. Stay tuned. And don’t forget to keep up with
NCJW on Facebook and Twitter.
Carol Consalvo,SPA/AZ
480-860-8887/consalvo@cox.net

THE REFUGEE EXPERIENCE: OUR JOURNEY
TO COMPASSION AND UNDERSTANDING
It is hard to believe that March is here already and we are putting the final touches on the annual NCJW
awareness luncheon preparations!
Last summer our committee started talking about a program focusing on immigration. That was before the
Arizona presidential preference election was held, before the Republican and Democratic Conventions and
before the elections in November. We thought we should learn the pros and cons about immigration reform
since it has been an issue here in our border state.
Sydel Maher, an NCJW member and retired federal employee, moved to Scottsdale and began working for
IRC's refugee resettlement program. At our first meeting, she helped us begin our education process. She
explained that immigration is a very complex issue, beginning with the differences between immigrants (legal
and illegal), asylum seekers and refugees. She described the vetting process that legal immigrants go through
and the length of time that can take. Then she described the vetting process refugees must go through and
how long THAT process can take. There was no question about it --. we realized that we could only look at part
of the immigration issue, and the part we felt we need to educate ourselves and our community about was
the refugee portion.
As a result of that initial committee meeting we formed partnerships with two resettlement agencies, the
International Rescue Committee (IRC) and Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest (LSS). They gave us tours
of their facilities, offered to work with us, helped us identify refugees who would be able to speak in front of a
large group, and allowed us to talk to them in their offices. These are the women who will be with us on
March 19th.
Our five panelists will have met with us many times prior to the luncheon. Remember, English is not their
primary language or even their secondary language. Only one of them is comfortable with public speaking in
English and she helps other refugees with their English. They have varying levels of education from their
countries of origin -- from no formal education through a master’s degree. Most of them have never told their
stories before. We are delighted that they are willing to share the experiences that have brought them to
Arizona. Each story is important, and each one is different.
We hope you will join us and bear witness to their stories. Please RSVP by March 10th. See details and contact
information on the bulletin cover.
Debby Finkel, Luncheon Chair

FUNDRAISING
FILM FESTIVAL UPDATE
The Greater Phoenix Jewish Film Festival is presently winding down and NCJW sold 278 tickets this year. This is
a great event for our members to enjoy and quite a few of our members are regular volunteers. We are proud
to participate and be a part of such a worthwhile endeavor in our community.
THEATER PARTY
More than 20 people are going to see “Storefront Church” by John Patrick Shanley at the Theatre Artists
Studio on Sunday March 5th. We are anticipating a great production (as always) and of course a delicious meal
afterwards. We will continue to bring you a few productions each year.
RAFFLES FOR MARCH 19TH LUNCHEON
We are gathering super duper raffle prizes for March 19 th so be ready to get lucky and treat yourself to
interesting chances. Raffle tickets are 3 tickets for $5.00, 8 tickets for $10.00 and 20 tickets for $20.00 (BEST
VALUE).

MARCH 2017 STANDDOWN
The 2017 StandDown Arizona clothing drive and distribution was a giant success. This year, we served 1,949
veterans over the two days and it is estimated that 10 percent of those we assisted were women.
At StandDown, female veterans have a separate entryway so they don’t have to stand in lines with the male
vets. Eligibility, registration and bag check services were also available to women vets in this secured area on
Thursday and Friday. When other services outside of the women's area were needed, a female escort was
provided to the veteran so that she was not alone.
The number of women vets who attended the event has increased since last year. The children’s clothing
area, which was staffed by NCJW Arizona Section volunteers, served more than just the women vets; many
dads came to us for assistance so they could provide for their children also. NCJW was thanked in the final
report.
We especially want to thank our CRACK set up team on Wednesday. We had no idea what we were coming
into and how much space we would have available. Lin Katzenstein, Debbie Jacobs, Rita Walton, Hannah
Kaplan and Steve Gross were assisting the two of us with the sorting and moving and anything else we needed
to accomplish.
Thursday brought great helpers again – Hannah Kaplan, Fran Richter, Susan Schesnol, Irene Magerman, Debby
Finkel, and Naomi Spielman. We spoke with the vets, they shared their stories with us, we provided them with
clothing, and we organized and reorganized the piles of clothes when needed.
Friday brought another group of wonderful helpful women – Joan Sacks, Sydell Ukeiley, Carol Consalvo, Lynn
Schmelzer and Jude Chaskes. We gave away more clothing and packed up leftover items to be donated to
UMOM, which provides clothes and shelter all year to the homeless vets. Working together, we should be able
to decrease the numbers of homeless vets significantly.
This was a huge endeavor. We want to express our appreciation to all who donated, picked up clothing,
gathered clothing and also allowed us to take a few hours off on Thursday and Friday to take a much-needed
break for lunch! We forgot how stressful a full day of working and rush hour traffic can be.
Judi Gross and Cheri LeMieux

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
“Membership has its privileges” was an old advertising slogan but today it applies to NCJW as well. The
rewards you can earn for being a member of our Arizona Section can be almost anything you choose -- from
sharing ideas and dinner with like-minded women each month to weekly social interactions around cards, mah
jongg tiles or knitting needles. You can advocate on behalf of social justice issues that grab your attention
with our SPA (state policy advisor). You can explore new places in the metro Phoenix area with our “out and
about” events. You can make new friends as a volunteer at a senior assisted living facility. If you love to read,
our Book Group meets the first Monday of each month at the JCC. They will be discussing Belong to Me by
Marisa de los Santos on March 6th and The Woman Who Heard Color by Kelly Jones on April 3.
The possibilities are endless – check out our Interest Groups on the following page for details and contacts.

Lin Katzenstein, Co-VP Membership tknyne@gmail.com

JOIN OUR NCJW INTEREST GROUPS
Here’s a great way to get to know your NCJW Arizona sisters. Join one or more of the following groups that
meet weekly. And if you don’t see a group and would be interested in helping to start one, contact
membership@ncjwaz.org

These groups meet weekly






Afternoon Canasta Group: Wednesdays from 1-3:30 PM. Want to learn a fun game? This is not your
grandmother’s canasta. Contact bzmayl@icloud.com
Evening Canasta Group – Thursdays from 6:45 -9:30 PM New players are welcome cheri829@cox.net
Mah Jongg – Thursdays from 11am to 3pm Contact Paula Schulman studio7611@gmail.com (602-6164848)
Mah Jongg – Wednesdays from 6:30pm at Panera Bakery, Tatum & Shea. Contact Netta:
mahjpaj001@gmail.com
Knitwits & Happy Hookers: Fridays from 1-2:30 in the craft room at Pueblo Norte (7090 E. Mescal) We
create blankets for Project Linus, a national organization that tries to provide love, warmth and comfort
to children who are seriously ill or traumatized. Contact fredapine@gmail.com

These groups meet bi-weekly or monthly



Writing Group – Stretch your creativity. We meet every other Friday at Pueblo Norte from 2:30 to 4pm.
Contact hankaplan@gmail.com
Book Group – 1stt Monday of each month at 1:30PM in the library at the BJE Library at the JCC. New
members are welcome! For information or to be put on the mailing list, contact ebwidoff@gmail.com









Dine Around – 1st Wednesday of the month
We meet for dinner and conversation at a new or unique restaurant. Contact fundraising@ncjw.org to
be added to the list.
Movie Mavens – Meets the second Wednesday of the month, around 4pm, October through May. All
members are welcome. We attend a movie as a group, then go out for a bite to discuss the film. Email
goes out to membership announcing the movie. RSVP for more information or contact Carol
cjkl@cox.net
Visit a Shut-In Volunteers: Contact fbunnyb@cox.net.com for information or to become a volunteer.
Done in a Day: These are volunteer and visit opportunities that occur throughout the year. Watch for
details.
Out and About: Visits and tours of museums, cultural sites and interesting destinations around the
Valley. Watch for e-blasts or bulletin announcement of upcoming events.

IT WAS STANDING ROOM ONLY
AT NCJW’S FEBRUARY 21 MEETING
“We’ve never run out of EXTRA seats,” said one of our committee members as she dragged in the last of the
available chairs from another room. And those who came were not disappointed. Nicky Walker, our speaker
from the International Rescue Committee in Phoenix, gave us a one-hour crash course on the global refugee
situation, beginning with the difference between immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers. She covered all
the bases, presented slides showing maps and statistics, explained the processes all refugees must go through
before they are relocated, and answered dozens of questions – where refugees come from, how they are
cleared at every step of their journey, and how some of them eventually get to Arizona. The purpose of the
meeting was to give our members some background before we meet the five refugee women who will share
their own stories with our members and guests at our March 19th luncheon.

BUNNY’S CORNER
Ladies, please discuss with your hubbies if they would be interested in reading and discussing the news for the
blind residents at Pueblo Norte. Readers are needed in both Assisted Living and Healthcare. Of course, they
are welcome and needed to facilitate other activities if they so desire. At the same time, members are still
needed as volunteer facilitators for Poker, Black Jack, Concentration, Trivia, and their form of Scrabble in the
Assisted Living section -- days and times will be determined by the volunteer and Pam, the events director.
Can you donate one half-hour a month? Visitors for the residents in Healthcare are always needed, any day or
time. Contact Bunny Berkowitz at fbunnyb@cox.net or 480-621-8422 for details, questions and hopefully with
the date(s) you are available.
DONATIONS NEEDED: KINDLES 4 KIDZ will recycle empty computer ink cartridges at office superstores for
store credit which will enable them to buy KINDLES for underprivileged children. HOPE PHONES will
responsibly recycle or refurbish all mobiles, from old and broken to the latest smart phones, and create
communication networks for health workers serving millions in fifteen countries. Hope Phones receives the
value of each recycled phone to purchase new mobile technology for the field.
EYEGLASSES: Any and all to be given to the Lions Club for recycling.
A TIMELY REMINDER: GET RID OF UNWANTED PAPERS AS YOU DO YOUR INCOME TAXES!

CIVITAN is a non-profit organization focusing on employment opportunities, education, day training (DTA
programming), and promoting community for individuals with challenges and disabilities by offering safe and
secure Paper Shredding. Cost is $5.00 per standard Bankers Box and you receive a certificate of completion
after 100% document destruction. Call 602-953-2944 and ask for shredding to set up an appointment and
drop off boxes at: 12635 N 42 St. Phoenix, AZ 85032.

TRIBUTES AND CELEBRATIONS
Honor a family member, colleague, friend, or loved one by sending a handwritten NCJW tribute card with a
message of support, celebration or sympathy. Now you can choose either the traditional NCJW card or the
colorful new “simcha” design. A tribute card is a thoughtful way to express your good wishes or condolences
and, at the same time, support NCJW. All Tribute contributions of $5.00 or more will be listed in future issues
of the Bulletin unless you request otherwise. We can mail individual tributes for you or you can purchase
packets of cards. For more information contact: fundraising@ncjw.org

TRIBUTES
FROM

TO

Freda Pine

Ken and Diane Berger and family

REASON
In memory of your mother,
Florence Berger

Paula and Elliot Schulman, Ethel
Covitch, Barbara Akin

Harold and Ileane Hurwitz and family

In loving memory of Frances
Shapiro

Delia and Alan Alter

Roberta Scharf

Heal quickly and stay well
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2 Mah Jong
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9 Mah Jong
11-3
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6:45-9:30pm

10 Knit Wits
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Purim

6:30
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1-3pm

5 Board Mtg
2 PM Theatre Party

6 Book Group
1:30pm

12

13

19 NCJW Luncheon
11am
RSVP by March 10
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26

27

8 Canasta
1-3pm
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1-3pm
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17 Knit Wits
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Canasta
6:45-9:30pm
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6:45-9:30pm
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April
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9

16
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6 Mah Jong
11-3
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6:45-9:30pm

7 Knit Wits
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6:45-9:30pm

1-3pm
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20 Mah Jong
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Mtg 6:30pm
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11-3
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6:45-9:30pm

21 Knit Wits
1-3pm
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2-4pm

25
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28

29

3 Book Group
1:30pm

4

10 Passover
begins

11
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1-3pm
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6:30

8

1-3pm
Writing Grp
2-4pm
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