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Dear Parents and Guardians:
Later this month, we will begin work on student classroom assignments for the 20172018 school year. This is a difficult task and one that we take very seriously. We
spend a great deal of time looking at a range of criteria to create balanced classes.
Among the factors we consider are academic achievement, gender ratio, special
education, limited English needs, social relationships, and learning and teaching
styles. Your child’s current teacher has come to know your child very well and will
provide valuable guidance in the placement process. Making the best placement
possible for each child is our first priority.
If you feel that your child has special needs that should be considered in class
placement, you are welcome to write a letter to me explaining your concerns. Please
do not send letters to teachers. I would like to receive your letter by Friday, May 5, 2017 in order to help us
make the best placements we can. Your letter should include information about your child’s needs, not a
request for a specific teacher. Letters requesting individual teachers will not be considered.

Examples of specific input that can help us make thoughtful placements include:
My child has a specific learning need that requires …
My child works best when …
My child enjoys …
My child excels at … but needs additional assistance in …
My child responds well to a teacher who …
Please understand that writing a letter is not a guarantee of placement; it simply provides us with additional
information that we can use in our work to create the best possible classes for all students. Due to the careful
process we use to create balanced classrooms, no changes will be made in classroom assignments next fall.
In fairness to all, I have asked teachers to refrain from discussing specific teacher requests with parents.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this policy. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact me. I appreciate all you do for our school community and look forward to another great year working
with you.
Sincerely,
Dr. Betty J. Cobbs, Woodside Principal
bcobbs@everettsd.org
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Christina and David Northall, Editors

The district shall provide equal educational opportunity and
treatment for all students in all aspects of the academic and activities
program without regard to race, color, national origin, creed, religion,
sex, sexual orientation, gender expression, gender identity, veteran
or military status, the presence of any physical, sensory or mental
disability or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a
student with a disability.

Designated to handle inquiries about nondiscrimination policies are:
Affirmative Action Office – Carol Stolz, cstolz@everettsd.org.
425-385-4106
Title IX Officer – Randi Seaberg, rseaberg@everettsd.org,
425-385-4104
504 Coordinator – Becky Ballbach, rballbach@everettsd.org,
425-385-4063
ADA Coordinator – Becky Clifford, rclifford@everettsd.org.
425-385-5250
Address: 3900 Broadway, Everett, WA 98201
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Calendar

28th Popcorn Friday/Twin Day
28th Variety Show Rehearsal 1:30‐
3:30

1st Art Walk 6 – 7:30
14th Kindergarten Celebration 1:45

28th – 30th State PTA Convention,
SeaTac Hilton

15th 5th Grade Celebration 1:30
16th Popcorn Friday and Crazy Hair Day

20th Field Day

1st – 5th Teacher Appreciation Week
1st – 8th Book Fair

Stay Safe, Own Your
Own Actions, Always be
a Leader, Respect
Others and Yourself!
S.O.A.R.

2nd Teacher Appreciation Day
5th Variety Show 6:30‐8:30
15th PTA Meeting 7pm
17th Around the World Family Night w/
Imagine Children’s Museum – 6:00‐7:30
22nd Square Dancing Week
23rd Kindergarten Orientation 6:00‐7:30
25th 3rd Grade Recorder Concert, 7 PM
26th Popcorn Friday/Animal Day
29th No School
‐ 3‐
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Announcements

Open now! Please call or
visit the office for more
details.

Sign Up Today for Fun Classes & Summer
Camps with Mill Creek Recreation
Department
at www.cityofmillcreek.com/recreation.
Classes & Camps include: basketball, soccer,
volleyball, music, acting, art, science, and
many more! Questions? Call 425‐551‐7254.
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We’re planning for next year at Woodside…
As this school year winds down we are beginning to make plans for next year. One of
the most important tasks we have is that of placing each child into a class where he/she
will learn, be successful, and feel safe physically and emotionally.
Because we do not take this process lightly we put a lot of time into creating a learning
community for each child. Our goal is to build classes that are the best possible mix of
students who complement each other in learning style, social skills, personality and
academic achievement.
Current classroom teachers will begin to place students for next year by detailing each
child’s strengths and areas for improvement. The entire grade level will meet to put each
child into learning communities that equal the number of teachers in each grade level.
The teachers will use knowledge of their students and information provided by the child’s
parent.
If your child will not be attending Woodside next year, please complete the form below
and return it to your child’s teacher.
If you have any questions about the process, please feel free to call the office at 385-7800
WILL YOUR FAMILY BE MOVING?
Will your family be moving out of the Woodside area this summer?
If your child(ren) will NOT be returning to Woodside in the fall, please call the office at 385-7800 or
return the note below with your child. Thank you!
My child(ren) will not be attending Woodside in the fall.
Student Name(s):

Grade:

_________________________________________

___________________

_________________________________________

___________________

_________________________________________

___________________

_________________________________________

___________________

Where are you moving?__________________________________________________
Parent Signature:________________________________________________________
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Music With Mrs. Hill…..
What’s happening in music this spring?
The 3rd, 3/4 split, 4th, and 5th Graders have been reading music from the staff using absolute pitch names A,
B, C, D, E, F, and G. The letters that go with the lines on the staff are E, G, B, D, and F (Every Good Boy Does
Fine). The letters that go with the spaces are F, A, C, and E (FACE). Reading music from the staff is an
important musical skill that we have been practicing as we play recorders!
2nd Grade recently finished a unit on the musical story, Peter and the Wolf, as we studied individual
instruments of the orchestra and instrument families (woodwind, brass, strings, and percussion). Ask your
child what different characters were in the book and what instrument they played. We just began a unit on
the xylophones and drums performing on the instruments to accompany a story, Cock‐a‐doodle doo, Barnyard
Hullabaloo.
The 1st Graders are preparing for their Old McDonald Had a Farm Concert, which will be on Thursday,
April 27th! The concert features animal songs from our music curriculum, which allows students to learn and
practice 1st grade musical concepts and skills as we prepare for our performance.
The Kindergarteners have started learning about rhythm. We have been practicing how to read and perform
rhythm (the way the words go) to various songs. See if your child can tell you how rhythm is different from
the beat in music! We just began a unit on the xylophones and drums performing on the instruments to
accompany a story, Moose Tales: A Fine Day for a Walk.
To help reinforce music at home, please always encourage your child to
show you new or favorite songs from music class! The more each student
practices at home, the more progress they will make in music class!
The 3rd, 3/4 Split, 4th, and 5th graders at Woodside have started their recorder unit! Now it’s
time for some…
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To encourage students to practice the recorder, we do recorder karate in music class. The
students have the opportunity to earn belts: white, yellow, green, purple, blue, red, and black with
each belt corresponding to a specific song. As the students work through the belts, the songs get
more difficult and correspond to their music grade. In addition, students can earn extra credit by
getting rainbow belts with beads for filling out practice bugs. The grading is as follows:
5 belts= 4 (Advanced)
4 belts= 3 (Proficient)
2-3 belts=2 (Partially Proficient)
1 belt=1 (Unsatisfactory)
Music and practice sheets were sent home with recorders and are available in the music room. Please
encourage your child to practice at home and show you all the belts they have earned!
Congratulations Snohomish Honor Choir Members!
Sixteen 3/4 split, 4th, and 5th grade choir members were selected to be a part of the Snohomish Honor Choir:
Alexandra Balan, Anton Nelson, Austyn Davis, Cade Stephens, Charlie Warner, Eden Ngo, Gavin Bineau,
Icess Prieto, Imogen MacIntosh, Jamie Konen, Kendall Shank, Larysa Bocanegra, Macahila Hinnenkamp,
Sadie Kreutz, Tristan LePage, and Wendy Delgado. The students have been working hard for the past two
months preparing for their performance. The concert was on Monday, April 17th, and the students did a
fantastic job! Congratulations honor choir members!

Upcoming Music Events:
1st Grade Concert: Old McDonald Had a Farm
Thursday, April 27th 1:45PM and 7:00PM
3/4 Split and 3rd Grade Recorder Concert
Thursday, May 25th 1:45PM and 7:00PM

To keep up to date on music events and concerts make sure to
regularly check the music website!
http://www.everettsd.org/woe-thill
Tricia Hill, Woodside Music Teacher
THill@everettsd.org
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From Your PTA!!
PTA LEADERS WANTED!
Woodside PTA is looking to fill open positions for the 2017‐18 school
year. We are looking for individuals who have a passion for bringing
quality education and programs to our students. Positions require
dedication of spirit and commitment of heart. Mentoring and training
provided. It’s a great opportunity to enhance your existing leadership
skills or build new ones. Please consider one of these exciting roles:
PTA President: This role helps maintain an overall focus of the organizations goals, helps set meeting agendas
and facilitate monthly meetings, and works with Principal to set calendar of events. This position can be
shared with a co‐President.
Ways & Means (VP of Fundraising): This role oversees our annual fundraising events. This Executive Board
member helps to choose, organize and facility two fundraising events. And helps to manage committee chair
members that oversee additional fundraising efforts. This position can be shared with a co‐Chair.
Advocacy Chair: PTA is the largest non‐profit child advocacy organization in Washington State. Through
efforts of local PTA’s across the state, and support from our parent volunteers, PTA has helped pass legislation
on important topics, such as bike helmet laws and breakfast after the bell initiatives. This committee
chairperson would keep our membership informed on current legislative processes and events. An Advocacy
Chair may also consider organizing Woodside parents on several events in the year that focus on brining
awareness to issues in our schools.
Book Fair Co‐Chair: Our existing Committee Chairperson is looking for a co‐Chair to help manage our bi‐
annual Scholastic Book Fair. This entails working with Scholastic to set up annual event calendar and
managing event, which includes working with a team of volunteers, inventory and funds.
Yearbook Committee Chair: This chairperson puts together the annual yearbook. This chairperson would
solicit support from a team of volunteers, who will take photos at school events throughout the year. They
manage the permission slips, accept parent payments, and design the layout and facility printing with an
outside vendor. This position can be shared with a co‐Chair.
PTA is also seeking Committee Chairpersons to lead these smaller programs:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Box Tips – every clip counts! A fundraising effort.
Junior Achievement – financial literacy and business awareness.
Fall Family Bingo – one night event, fun for the whole family.
Art Docent Program – bringing fine art history and techniques into the classroom.
Field Day – one day event, something for all of the students.
Newsletter Editor – putting together the bi‐monthly Toucan Flyer.
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Field Day is a one‐day event for all of the students
at Woodside! This year, Field Day is on Tuesday,
June 20. We could use your help! If you can help
organize this event, please contact us at
info@woodsidepta.com. Watch for a signup
genius that will be going out closer to the event to
sign up for running stations, face painting, and
handing out otter pops.

info@woodsidepta.com
The book fair will be May 1 – May 5th. It will
be open after school until 4:00 each day,
and from 5:30 – 6:30 pm Friday, May 5th
before the Variety Show.

We still need volunteers to assist with running the register and helping kids and
parents find books on the shelves. Please call the office to sign up at (425) 385-7800,
or visit www.woodsidepta.com and click the “Volunteers” link.
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Counselors’ Corner……
My heart is very full these days! Our family welcomed another little addition on April
13. It’s amazing to think that my baby now has babies of her own. When they are
little, we worry about what they eat, how much they sleep (or not), and how many
dirty diapers they make. As they get older, we teach them manners, how to express
themselves with words, and how to do things for themselves. The elementary school
years are filled with learning not only how to read, write, and compute, but also how
to navigate the social world of interacting with other children and adults.
When my daughter was young, the internet was in its infancy and computers were
slow and very expensive. My husband and I didn’t have to worry about her accessing
information that is not meant for young eyes. Parents today have a whole new set of
concerns when it comes to keeping their children safe, physically and emotionally,
due to the use of technology.
If you haven’t signed up for Peachjar online flyers from the Everett School District, I recommend it. This year, there have
been two flyers sent out inviting parents from all over the district to attend events at one of the middle schools to learn
about social media and cyberbullying. There is also a lot of information for parents on the internet. Some sites with
helpful advice are: www.commonsensemedia.org, www.parenting.com, and www.safesmartsocial.com.
In a book titled, Face to Face: Cultivating Kids' Social Lives in Today's Digital World, the authors suggest the following
guidelines for technology use in children:
1. Discourage all media use for children younger than two.
2. Limit children ages 2-12 to no more than two hours per day (one hour or less on school days) of total screen time,
including phones and devices that have apps.
3. Become knowledgeable about the power and effects of digital influences, and educate your children.
4. Wait until your child is responsible enough to make good choices before buying him/her a cell phone and start
with a basic phone without texting.
5. Delay the use of Facebook and other social media as long as possible.
6. Be mindful when allowing video games in your home.
7. Supervise your children's online activities for safety.
Woodside's fourth and fifth grade students have recently been learning about how to handle interactions on social
media. They learned about online safety during computer lab time with Mrs. Lim and about cyberbullying during lessons
in their classrooms. Our PTA is sponsoring an educational assembly by the Taproot Theatre for our 4th and 5th graders on
the topic of bullying, including cyberbullying.
With home and school working together, our children can learn the skills they need to use technology wisely and to be
safe while online.
Anne Jensen
School Counselor
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In the Computer Lab…

Here’s a snapshot of what students are doing in the Computer Lab in April/May:
Kindergarten: Students continue in their computer lessons to practice pre-keyboarding skills,
locating and using arrow buttons, closing windows and programs successfully, and logging in and
out of computers.
Kindergartners have also started activity stations where they rotate through 3 different activities and
explore STEM toys that help them practice spatial reasoning, building, and problem solving - all while
engaging their imagination and creativity! Some activities are open-ended explorations and others
are task-oriented ones that start with a question such as: How could you build a bridge using these
two materials?

1st-5th Graders will be covering the following Digital Citizenship lessons. These
lessons build on each other from year-to-year to develop students who are
responsible, safe, and productive digital citizens:
1st Grade:
•
•

What is a community and what are my communities?
Going Places Safely: How do I go places safely on the computer?

2nd Grade:
•
•
•
•

A-B-C Searching: Using the alphabet to find things online
My Creative Work: Giving credit to your own creative work
Follow the Digital Trail: What information is OK to have in your digital footprint?
My Online Community: How does the internet connect you to others?

3rd Grade:
•
•
•
•

Private and Personal Information
Strong Passwords
Rings of Responsibility: What kinds of responsibilities does a digital citizen have?
Talking safely online: What’s the difference between internet friends and in-person
friends?
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4th Grade:
•
•
•
•

Super Digital Citizenship: How can people help others be good digital citizens?
Privacy Rules: How do you know if a website protects your private information?
What’s Cyberbullying?
The Power of Words

5th Grade:
•
•
•
•

The key to keywords: Which keywords will give you the best search results?
Whose is it, anyway?: How can you show respect for other people’s work?
How to cite a site
Picture perfect: How can photos be changed on the computer, and how
can that affect your feelings about the way you look?

•
•

Selling Stereotypes: How do we learn stereotypes of boys and girls from media
messages?
Revisiting What’s cyberbullying? and The Power of words

Sarah Lim
Instructional Technology Specialist, Woodside
425.385.7849
slim@everettsd.org
www.everettsd.org/woe-computerlab
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Everett School District News…
Capital bond and levy project updates are now online

* Career Skills training for personal career advancement

Watch the progress of projects authorized by voters in
the 2016 election and in prior years. Project
descriptions, photos and updates are on the district
website at www.everettsd.org/bondandlevy.

* Completing a FAFSA training for college planning
* Access for staff, students and their families 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

We’re growing.

* More than 50,000 step‐by‐step technology tutorials.
Go to http://www.atomiclearning.com/login/everettsd
and log in with your district username and password.
Need
a
login
and
password?
Contact
LMS@everettsd.org.

1,500 more students projected in coming years—more
than 800 at high school level.
ThoughtExchange

Did you know?
Emails will go to each guardian after March 1 asking for
thoughts about enrollment growth in Everett Public
Schools. What should the district consider as it plans for
continued growth?

Lots of valuable information about how our school is
helping students achieve is available online. Our School
Performance Report is linked directly from our school’s
home page. (Look under QuickLinks for a link to OSPI
Washington State School Report Card.) At that site you
can browse through historical performance data for
more than a decade – for any school in the district or
the state. By following the prompts on that OSPI
website, you can also find current and historical data
aggregated at the district level.

Didn’t get an email? You can self‐register at
http://bit.ly/EPS_Texchange. Join the conversation at
any time!
FREE learning tools for your entire family
Did you know that with your parent LMS user name and
password, you have access to a powerful resource
provided also to students and staff with their district log
ins? Atomic Learning is a key partner in our dedication
to providing the highest quality technology training
resources available.

Registering to vote is easy. Click the link under
QuickLinks on the district website or pick up a paper
registration form in your school office.

Our subscription to Atomic Learning includes:

Student art shows

* The Microsoft® Office Suite

Everett Public Schools and the Everett Public Schools
Foundation are pleased to announce the 19th Annual
Art Shows. Art shows are open for public viewing from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Everett Public Schools
Community Resource Center at 3900 Broadway in
Everett.

Are you registered to vote?

* Adobe Suite
* Google Drive/apps/doc/form
* Internet Safety

‐ 15‐

Woodside Toucan Flyer

March/April 2017

The High School Art Show will be open for public
viewing from April 11‐27. The awards reception will be
held on Wednesday, April 26, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the
Community Resource Center. In addition to student
awards, two special awards will be announced at the
High School Art Show awards reception:

Do you have a student in grades 4 through 8 who loves
science and science experiments, is interested in
creating tools to solve problems, or strives to research
answers to interesting science or math questions? If so,
the Innovation Expo STEM Competition is a perfect
opportunity for your child.

• The Superintendent’s Choice Award – selected by
Superintendent Gary Cohn for permanent display at the
district office. This award is sponsored by the Everett
Public Schools Foundation.

Students in grades 4 through 8 can submit a project
entry to their science teacher in one of three categories:
* Experiment

• The Everett Public Schools Foundation Scholarship
Award – awarded to a high school senior for excellence
in the visual arts.

* Research
* Engineering Design

The Middle School Art Show will be open for public
viewing May 3‐18, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. The awards reception will be Monday,
May 15, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Community
Resource Center.

Selected projects from each class will be invited to enter
the districtwide Innovation Expo STEM Competition at
XFINITY Arena on June 8. For more information, refer to
the 2017 Innovation Expo STEM Competition Handbook
and connect with your student’s science teacher. *
Elementary School STEM Competition Handbook *
Middle School STEM Competition Handbook

The Elementary School Art Show will be open for public
viewing from May 23 to June 6.

Did you know school board meeting videos are online?
To see board meeting videos by agenda item, follow
these easy five steps: 1. Go to BoardDocs

SAVE THE DATE – Innovation Expo June 8, 5‐8 p.m. at
Xfinity Arena
Students and families will enjoy seeing and interacting
at booths from every school in the district at this year’s
Innovation Expo. Each school's booth is different and
showcases something the students at that school are
learning. School booths will highlight projects or
demonstrations related to 21st century skills, this year's
Expo theme.

2. Click “Enter public site”
3. Select “meetings”
4. Choose the date of the meeting you want to view
5. Click on “Watch video” icon

The STEM competition is a favorite part of the event for
many students and families. See the best student
projects from around the district and hear what the
students learned by doing them.

ECEAP preschool accepting applications for 2017‐18
Everett Public Schools’ Early Childhood Education &
Assistance Program (ECEAP) is a FREE preschool
program for three‐ and four‐year‐old children from
families with limited income.

Want to participate? (include in elementary and middle
school newsletters only)

ECEAP prepares children for kindergarten and provides
family support and health and nutrition services. It is
‐ 16‐
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funded by the Washington State Department of Early
Learning.

3900 Broadway, Everett
3 – 6 p.m.

The five ECEAP sites within our school district are
Garfield, Hawthorne, Lowell, Madison and Silver Lake
elementary schools.

Staff will be available to discuss position details for
paraeducator, custodial, food and nutrition, trades (e.g.,
plumbers, carpenters, HVAC, etc.) transportation driver,
school nurse and security positions.

Space is limited – apply early! For an application or
more information, please call 425‐385‐4628 or visit the
district ECEAP website.

Bring a resume. Bring a friend.

Learn about Smarter Balanced assessments – take a
practice test! The Washington Comprehensive
Assessment Program* (WCAP) portal now has a portal
just for you.

Attention fifth‐grade parents: Now is the time to plan
for the vaccinations that your child will need before he
or she enrolls in the 6th grade next fall. Students over
the age of 11 entering 6th grade require one booster
dose of Tdap (Tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis) vaccine
before the first day of the 6th grade. We encourage you
to obtain these vaccinations this school year and report
them to the school nurse or office staff at your child’s
school. We’ll track that information in the school
database, which will help you avoid getting calls and
overdue letters in the fall.

The Student and Families portal has resources and
information about the new Smarter Balanced
assessments. Try out the practice and training tests
online or download the secure browser to experience
all of the possible test features such as text‐to‐speech
and ASL. The practice and training tests require a
current web browser like Mozilla Firefox, Google
Chrome, Microsoft Internet Explorer 10 or Apple Safari.

Summer school registration is open! Registration
materials are now online. Summer programs for high
school students include opportunities to strengthen the
skills and knowledge required for the district core
expectations, repeat courses, extend their interests in
academic areas, and take new courses. Tuition‐based
summer programs will be offered for students through
Online High School and at Cascade High School.
Elementary and middle school summer programs are
available for specific students who need academic
support.

Looking for a job?
Join us for the Everett Public Schools Job Fair:
May 24, 2017
Community Resource Center
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Happenings Around Woodside…

The Woodside STEM Fair was a HUGE success! Well over 200 students and family members came out to
see the great science work at our school. Parents were amazed by the level of work in the board displays
and the concepts that students are curious about.
The overall display in the gym was impressive. Students were very excited and anxious to talk about their
work, view the displays of peers and other students, and to study the investigations of the K-3 class
projects. There were many positive comments throughout the hour-long event. Well done Woodside!
Fourth and Fifth grade students moving on to the district competition are; Justice McKague, Ethan
Reynolds, Kenli Jo Ashcraft, Brandon Roberts, Mikenzie Sorenson, Aaron Hougen, Raine Trinh, Tea
Bosanac, Bailey Board, Jamie Konon, Becca Howell, Nikolai Esparza, Anika Ouderkirk, L.J. Natividad,
Anton Nelson and Olivia Wolf. Congratulations, students, and good luck at the district competition!
Thank you to all the teachers, students, and parents that helped to make this a great learning experience
for everyone!
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Class Einstein Award Winners!
Congratulations to the classes of Mrs. Branch and Mrs. Parks, who won class Einstein Awards
for March as all students in the class earned an Einstein Award.
In April, the classes of Mrs. Branch and Mrs. Lemert also earned class Einstein Awards! (Not
pictured).
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Outstanding Educator, Golden Acorn, and Outstanding Advocate
Awards!
Congratulations
to
Laura
Lemert and Dolly Gamlyn for
receiving the Outstanding
Educator Awards for 2017;
Courtney Bossert and Julie
Schlosser for receiving the
Golden Acorn Award; and
Erika Ouderkirk for receiving
the first Outstanding Advocate
Award at Woodside!
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