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A Magic Ring
One day a king decided to teach a lesson to his son, a young and
arrogant prince. He said, "Son, there is a ring that I want you to bring to
me. I wish to wear it for my birthday, which gives you six months to find
it.”
“If it exists anywhere on Earth, sire,” replied the
prince, “I will find it and bring it to you. But what
makes the ring so special?”
“It has magic powers,” answered the king. “If a
happy man looks at it, he becomes sad. If a sad man looks at it, he
becomes happy.” The king knew no such ring existed, but he wished to
give his son a taste of humility.
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He watched the merchant take a plain gold ring and engrave something
on it. When the prince read the words, his face broke into a smile. That
night the city welcomed the king's birthday. The king called for his son.

•

Page 7 - Black Bean Soup
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He said, “Have you found what I sent you for?” All the king's ministers
laughed, for they were “in” on the joke.

•
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But to everyone’s surprise, the prince held up the ring and said, “Here it
is!”

FREE Reports, Tips and Advice.
Here’s the link to my page:
www.facebook.com/MDREpros
www.facebook.com/MarkRemax

Spring passed, then summer, and still the prince searched for the ring.
On the evening of the king's birthday, the prince took a walk in one of the
poorest quarters of the city, still searching. He passed by a merchant who
had begun to set out his wares on a shabby carpet. “Have you by chance
heard of a magic ring that makes the happy wearer forget his joy and the
broken-hearted wearer forget his sorrows?” asked the prince.

The king snatched the ring and read the inscription, which said: “This too
shall pass.” Suddenly his smile vanished as he realized the prince had
succeeded. The words on the ring indeed would make the happy man
sad, and the sad man happy.

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.Facebook.com/MDREPros

What Good Does It
Do To Recycle Paint?
In many places around the world, latex paint is
considered a hazardous waste and must be disposed
of properly. Canada, the US, UK, Australia, and many
other countries offer paint recycling programs that are
easy for consumers to utilize. For instance, many local
hardware stores allow you to drop off un-needed paint.
This begs the questions, why is paint considered a
hazardous waste, and what good does recycling do?
Surely no one wants your half
pint of old brown garage paint,
do they?
The answers may surprise
you. Apparently, one gallon of
improperly disposed of paint
has the ability to pollute up to
250,000 gallons/1,000 liters of
water. That happens when the
chemicals in paint seep into
the water table. If you dump
your paint into the street drainage, you're risking some
nasty pollution downstream that contributes to the
overall quality of the environment.
Welcome To This Month’s Contest!

There are estimates that more than 250,000,000
million gallons (close to a billion liters) of household
paint are sold per year, which is about half the total
amount sold for all construction. That’s a lot of paint,
so even a small fraction of home owners dumping
their paint can cause unforeseen problems.
When you properly recycle your paint, what happens
to it? Most often, the highest quality of latex paint is
sorted out and turned back into recycled paint that can
be used. Recycled paint is environmentally preferable
to new paint, while still maintaining comparable
quality.

A.
B.
C.
D.

Beagle
Labrador Retriever
Scottish Terrier
Papillon

Go to www.MDREPros.com/monthly-contest.html
And enter the correct answer for this months contest!

In many cases, reusable paints of the same color are
pumped into a tank where the material is mixed and
tested. The paint is adjusted with additives and colorants as necessary. Finally, the paint is fine filtered and
packaged for sale at a much cheaper price for use
where exact color matching is not vital. Non-reusable
paint can be made into a product used in cement
manufacturing, thereby recycling virtually 100% of the
original paint.

Facing A Divorce? FREE Report Mistakes To Avoid When Going Thru A Divorce - www.MDDivorceMistakes.com

MDREPros Hot List For April 2018
International Travel with
Your Mobile Phone
If you are travelling overseas and would
like to use your mobile phone, you have
a number of options. Do you need to be
contacted on your current phone number while traveling? Ask your carrier if
they offer global roaming packs that include calls, text and data (at an extra
cost). Questions to ask your carrier:
What countries can I use the pack in?
How much does it cost and how am I
charged for it? Some packs are
charged on a per day basis, while for
others you pay an upfront fee for a set
amount of inclusions that last a set
number of days.

Décor for a Tight Budget

When moving into your first home, you probably have a tight
budget for decor. Fortunately, a few targeted pieces aside from
the basics of a couch, dining table, and bed will go a long way
towards giving you a high design look on a low budget:
 Rugs. Spend a bit of your budget on a few nice accent rugs.

They add color and depth to your space, and set off your
few furnishings.

What are the inclusions? Some packs
include calls, text and data. Some just
include limited data, which can be
used up quickly if you’ll need your
phone for
navigation.
What are the charges for going over the
inclusions and how do I track my usage?
When my roaming pack expires, what
rates will I get charged for calls, text
and data?

 End/coffee tables. Even a plain old couch can be en-

Watch out for automatic opt-in
settings for roaming which can result in
huge charges. If you don't need your
 Lamps/lighting. Search for interesting lighting that makes a current phone number, you can also
buy a local SIM card for your phone at
statement without being expensive, including lamps, penyour overseas
destination, and use
dant lights, wall lights, etc. There are many low-cost lookfree local Wi-Fi.
alikes that add character to a space.
hanced with end tables or a coffee table that has the look
you want.

 Paint. After getting your accent rugs, couch, and

lighting,
it's time to choose paint colors. When matched to your furnishings, painting completes your décor.

 Plants. When you lack a lot of furniture and other

purchase plants to fill in the empty spaces.

decor,

Quotable Quotes:
"He who laughs, lasts." - Mary Pettibone Poole
"We accept the love we think we deserve."
- Stephen Chbosky

Do You Want To
Work With Other Businesses
That Give Outstanding
Customer Service?
Request a free copy of my service directory. All
the businesses listed in it
have a proven track record for providing the kind of
outstanding customer service you deserve.

Home A Home Your Struggling To Sell? We Specialize In Difficult To Sell Homes - www.MDExpired.com

Do Refrigerated
Bananas Keep Longer?
If you're like a lot of people, you
buy a bunch of bananas, and before
too many days go by, you end up
with squishy, brown-spotted fruit
which is only good
for banana bread.
Can you put
bananas in the
refrigerator to
keep longer, say a week instead of a
few days?
Yes. Bananas do not like cold.
When bananas get cold, they
instantly stop ripening. If you put
them in the refrigerator, the fruit inside the peel will stop ripening at the
level of ripeness you put them in. The
skin, however, will turn brown and
splotchy (which is not an indication of
the fruit inside).
So, if you like the taste of green
bananas, and you put green bananas
in the refrigerator, four or five days
later when you pull them out, you'll
still have green bananas on the
Inside (that woody tasting fruit), even
though the outside looks brown. You
won't be able to ripen them further by
putting them out on the counter.
They'll simply go bad.

FINANCIAL FOCUS
Should You Make Extra
Mortgage Payments or
Boost Your Investments?
Every month, you pay your mortgage. And, depending on your
circumstances, you may be able to afford to put in additional
payments – perhaps sizable ones. But should you? Or, if you
really have the extra money, should you invest it?
Initially, you might think it would be quite nice to rid yourself of
that mortgage sooner, rather than later. But is it really the burden it
seems?
Actually, you get some real benefits from a mortgage. It certainly provides something of great value to you – your home. If you
got your mortgage – or refinanced your home – within the past
decade or so, you are borrowing money at a pretty favorable
interest rate, by historical standards. And even assuming a mild
rate of inflation, such as we’ve had for the past several years,
you’ll essentially be paying off your mortgage with cheaper and
cheaper dollars over time. Plus, your interest payments may well
be tax deductible. (The new tax laws limit deductions on new
mortgages of $750,000 or more. For questions on your specific
situation, consult your tax professional.)
So, given these advantages, an argument could be made that
you should be in no hurry to pay off your mortgage. Still, you might
be tempted to make the extra payments because you’ll be building
home equity. After all, isn’t this equity valuable? It is – to a degree.
The larger your home equity, the more money you’ll get to keep
when you eventually sell your home.
But in the meantime, that home equity may be less useful than
you might imagine. For one thing, just building more equity won’t
make your home more valuable – it will rise (or fall in value along
with whatever’s happening in the housing market. By contrast, you
could take the extra money and buy more shares in an investment
such as stocks – and the more shares you own, the more valuable
your investment will be if the price per share rises.
Also, if you were to experience a temporary job loss or some
other financial emergency, your home equity might not help you
much; if you’re not working, you could even have trouble getting a
home equity loan. Conversely, your investment portfolio can offer
you greater liquidity, depending on your specific investments. Most
investment vehicles, such as stocks and bonds, generally can be
sold quickly, without much difficulty. (Keep in mind, though, that if
you were forced to sell investments when their price was down,
you could take a loss on the sale.)
Clearly, you could gain some advantages by using any extra
money to invest, rather than paying down your mortgage.
Nonetheless, you may simply get emotional and psychological
satisfaction by speeding your progress toward the day when your
house is paid off – and that type of satisfaction certainly has value.
You’ll need to weigh these intangible factors carefully in deciding
whether to increase your investments or make extra mortgage
payments – because, ultimately, you need to feel that you’re doing
the right thing, for the right reasons.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by financial advisor Mat Tiahrt,
Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859. mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com
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Laughter Corner:
Not a Medical Emergency, Yet
“Doc, you’ve got to help me,”
a patient demanded.
“You’ll be fine,” the doctor replied. “You have a cold, and it
should clear up in a few days.”
“But I’m miserable,” the patient whined. “Isn’t there something you can give me?”

How To Deal With
Competing Offers
Ideally, you want to be the only buyer who makes an offer on a particular property. That way, assuming your price is acceptable to the
seller, you’re almost certain to close the deal.
But, it doesn’t always work out that way. In the case of highly desirable homes, it’s very common for there to be competing offers.

“Just go home and get some
rest,” said the doctor.

So, what do you do if there’s a competing offer on a home you really
want?

“Come on doc, there’s got to
be something,” the patient pleaded. “I hate feeling this way.”

First, don’t panic. Just because there are other buyers interested in
the property doesn’t mean you won’t get it. There are many factors
that influence a seller’s decision to choose one offer over another.

“Well, there is something,” the
doctor said. “Why don’t you go
home and take a hot bath, then
put on your swimsuit and run
around the block a few times.”

For example, sellers are generally skeptical of offers from buyers
who do not have a pre-approved mortgage, or have not yet put their
own home on the market.

“Doc, are you crazy? If I do
that, I’ll catch pneumonia,” the
patient complained.
“I know. But pneumonia,” the
doctor said, “is something I can
treat.”

THANK YOU for reading my

personal newsletter. I wanted to
produce a newsletter that has great
content and is fun and valuable to
you. Your constructive feedback is
always welcome.

Conditional offers based on these factors are often a red flag. Most
sellers will readily accept an offer conditional on a satisfactory home
inspection. However, if there are other more stringent conditions such as an offer conditional on the buyer selling his own home for a
particular price, or an offer conditional on arranging satisfactory financing - many sellers will be reluctant to accept the offer.
Of course, it isn’t always possible to avoid including these kinds of
conditions. That doesn’t mean you won’t get the home. A solid
presentation of the offer along with my skilled negotiation can make
all the difference.
Provided by: Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker, 1st Financial, NMLS
112247, 3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B, Ellicott City, MD 21043
Dan@1atmc.com 410-935-3528
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thinking of buying, selling or
financing real estate, or just want
to stop by and say “Hi,”
I’d love to hear from you…
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We Can Fix That
iQJEM - Smart Marketing Solutions For Your JEM Of A
Business!

www.iQJEM.com

Are You A First Time Home Buyer? Start Here - www.MDFirstBuyers.com

Warm Up with Quick
Black Bean Soup
Here’s an easy, tasty soup with a Mexican flavor
that the whole family will love.
Ingredients:
· 3 tablespoons olive oil
· 1 medium onion, chopped
· 1 tablespoon ground cumin
· 2 -3 cloves garlic
· 2 cans black beans
· 2 cups chicken or
vegetable broth
· Salt and pepper
· 1 small red onion, chopped
· 1⁄4 cup cilantro, coarsely chopped or finely
chopped
Directions:
Sauté the onion in olive oil. When the onion is
translucent, add cumin.
Cook 30 seconds, then add the garlic. Cook for
another 30 to 60 seconds.
Add 1 can of black beans and 2 cups of
vegetable broth. Simmer, stirring
occasionally.
Turn off the heat. Transfer ingredients to a
blender and blend together.
Add the second can of beans to the pot with
blended ingredients and bring to a simmer.
Serve soup with red onion and cilantro for
garnish.

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

Five Reasons To Work Your Core
Strengthening your core (the muscles from your
hips to your shoulders) is like giving yourself a full
-body makeover. You'll feel smarter, younger, and
better all over. Here are five benefits for a “hard
core” workout:
It reduces and prevents pain. A strong core
stabilizes you and works like a natural brace for
your joints. It prevents sagging, which puts more
strain on joints and can pinch nerves.
It makes you look taller and thinner. When
you strengthen your upper back and shoulders,
the muscles are pulled back and down, removing
any trace of a hunch.
It delays the aging process. A strong core
keeps your body aligned, so you can function
properly. It helps you hold the stomach in,
which has been shown to reduce strain that ages
your body faster.
It improves mental function. Having a stable
and aligned spine allows your brain to receive
your body's messages more
efficiently. An
erect posture has been shown to make you feel
more confident.
It improves balance. Stabilizing your core
hones your fine motor
skills, so you can react
quickly and stay balanced on unstable
surfaces.

Scientists Turn Peanut
Butter into Diamonds
Dan Frost of the Bayerisches Geoinstitut in Germany
was trying to replicate crystalline
structures believed to exist in the
lower mantle of the Earth.
During his research, Frost
discovered a laboratory process that extracts the
oxygen from carbon-dioxide. In the earth, this
happens naturally, and when the left-over carbon is
subjected to intense pressure, it can turn into
diamonds.
To replicate this in the lab, Frost’s team needed a
carbon-rich material, which they could subject to high
pressure. They chose ordinary peanut butter. During
the experiment, diamonds did actually emerge under
extremely high pressure.
The experiment was done to demonstrate how turning
carbon-rich materials into diamonds can be useful in
superconductors and quantum computing.

First Time Home Buyer
Program!
Are you thinking of buying a home in 2018?
We are starting our 2018 First Time
Home Buying Jump-Start Program NOW!
We’ve helped 27 people get into their
first homes last quarter.
Don’t miss out and let’s get you into
YOUR new home in 2018!
The time to start preparing is NOW!
Contact Me Right Away To Get Started
Dan Flavin - 410-935-3528 Dan@1ATMC.com

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

WELCOME NEW CLIENTS
Here are some of the new clients who became members of our “Real Estate Family” this past month. I’d
like to welcome you!
Casey & Rebecca B.
Steve & Shelly Z.
Ebengo & Safranin P.
We love recognizing our wonderful new friends and
existing clients who are kind enough to
introduce their friends, family and
neighbors to us.

Do You Need A New Roof?
All roof replacement
$800 dollars off!
Do You Need Repairs Around The
House?
$125.00 Of All Repairs!
FREE Roof Inspections
C&T improvements, LLc
Tony Koverman
410-320-6814
www.ctimprovementspro.com
What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

