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Fromthe President:

| ho ccvcrgoncis well and have cnjoycd the summer.
FcrEaPs many oFyou have even had time to do some
great CivilWar rcading. Dr. Dave [DavcnPort] has a
couple of suggestions forthose who find time to read
on theinside of this newsletter.

Wc hoPc tosece many omcgou at ourAugust Kound

T able Dinner on T hursday, August 30th, at the
Ramada|nnon Shaw just oF?Highwa 41. Social hour
runs between 6 and 7TM, with clinncr?)cginning@ 7FM,
followed bg our program at 8 FM Wc‘rc Iooking
forward to secing everyone on this date asJoscPh
Wagncr, MD, will be Prcscntinga multimedia Microsoft
FPowerPoint l‘uistory of the Gatlinggun, its use, and its

inventor, Dr. Richard Jorclan Gatling..
Please RSVFP by ca”ing the Kuykcnda”s at787-%63%2.

brian C|aguc, MD,

President

Joscph Wagner, MD: A DBrief Bio

Mg wife and | are origina”y from T oronto, Canacla.
After graduating from medical school at the Univcrsity of
Toronto, we came to the Uni’ccd Statcs for 5 years of
Postgrac]uatc training in my field of ortl‘!opacdic surgery.
Dcciding to stay, | bcgan to studg American history in
PrcParation for U. S. citizcnship examinations. | became
interested in the American Civil War (which we did not study

in Canadian schools) in this way over 50 years ago, and have

not stoppccl rcading aboutit. e is active in the | os
Angclcs CWRT and has been for many years.




San Joacluin Va”cy CW RT to hear
Dr. Joscph Wagncr's Power Point

rogram on Gatling (jun inventor at
q_hursclag, August 30, dinner meeting

The Gatling Funwas dcsigncd to fire 600
rounds a minute was invented by Dr. Richard
Jordan Gat‘ing in1862. Joscph Wagncr,
retired assistant clinical Prochsor of
Orthopacdic Surgcry at JCLA and (C
[rvine, will be covering the life of Richard
Jordan Gatling and antecedents of the
Gatling Gun. Although the gun was shown to
be effective in battle before Fctcrsburg in
1864, Dr. Wagncr will cxPIain why it was not
cmployccl inthe Civil War. The (ﬂjatling gun
was to prove its value in later wars and wide y
acloPtcd in military applications even today.

Bricﬂg...

Civil War Keenactment
Oct. 27-28 at Kcarncy Fark

Pattie SPcnccr will bcgin |ool<ing for sign-
ups to volunteer to 'man' our Round Tal::lc booth
at the annual reenactment at Kcarnc3 before our
dinner meeting on the 30th. 5hc noted volunteers
are given free passes for free arking and
admittance to the activities. | his year's re-
enactors will feature the 5att|c of Ccdar Crcck
while the theme will be Ca'ifornia's Role in the
Civil War. T here will again be fireworks on
Saturday evening and all those interested in
|carning more about the event can call the Frcsno
Count3 Historical Socictg 2 441-0862.

West Coast ngposium on Civi| War
|nnovations will be Nov. 9-11 in | as chas

Scptcmbcr Dinner Mcctins features
The Lti and Times of Wade Hampton on Scpt.
27 bg Fhil Avila of the North bay CWKT

Next SJVCWRT Board Mccting Oct. 4th

Bryce Ku kendall will resent our Januar
ko) Y F Y
program using his Fowcr

oint Picturcs from his
tri|:> back F ast this summer.

After Action KcPort

SIJVCWRT Meeting of 30Juncoy
. by Ron Vaughan

Qur 2nd (annual?) gathcring at the
Claguc’s cabinat Shaver| ake was an
cnjoyauc clay-— good food, good
comPang,grcat hosPitalitH and
environment!

]t was Pointcd out that the date was the
wcdding anniversary of RE . lLees& Marg
Custis. It was also the }}rd annivcrsarg for

my | inda and me!

Qur program was Charles Balcg’s story of
his Civil War relative, Pvt. Alcxandcr
Odcn. Alexanderwas bornin 1841 in
Cass County GA, whichwas later
c"uangcd to Bartow Count ; Likc many
young rural bogs, he attcnc?cd school age 5
to 10, then “was Promotcd to the
cornfield” oFtthamily farm.

Hc attended the Mcthodist Cl’rurclﬂ—
Soutl'u (as E)i” Head Pointcd out—some
Southcrn churches seceded long before
the Civi' Warbcgan. Alcxandcr became a
licensed “[” xtorter”, a form of preacher.
thn the war commcnced, he t oug"\t he
would be cxcmPt from the draft.

However, Frcsidcnt Davis vetoed the
exemption, so Alcxanclcrjoincd the 40th
GA n{:antry. Thc regiment wound up in
Stevenson’s Div., under Pemberton.
You’a” know the end of that story! Hc was
Parolccl and returned to GA, but
Sherman’s March to the Sea rounded him
up and sent him north of the OQhio Riverto

Prison, until the war’s end.

AFtcr the war, he returned to Prcaching,
and cvcntua”y came to [ resnoin the
1870’s, Prcaching asacircutrider. Hc died
in1916 andwas buried inthe Clovis

ccmctcra.



Book Read

David Davcnport recommends two rcccnt(y
Puﬁ/is/n:a’ books. 777:: Age of [ incoln by Orv///c
Vcrnon Burton and
/n the f:ootstcps of Grant and Lcc with text by
Gorc/on K/vca and Pﬁotos b_y C/1r/5 /"/c/'ssﬂ.

The Age of Lincoln is a broad I'n'storg
of the Pcriod 18%0 to 1900 bg David’s FPh.D.
advisor at the Univcrsity of l”inois, Urbana.
Burton’s thesis is that | incoln was a Product of a
Pcriod of RcForm that witnessed the extension of

voting rig"uts to all white males, manifest dcsting
and all that it meant to families that desired a
fresh start on the Fronticr, and the bcginning of
social concerns including temperance, mental
hcalth, the transformation of Prisons from
warchousing of criminals to Placcs of
rcl’!abilitation, the first women’s rigl‘:ts movement,
and abolition of s|avcr3..

_Burton argues, quite successfull
according to David, that [incoln was a Product of
each of these issues and that he embodied the
“public consensus” about how to deal with each at
tﬁc midpoint of the century.

Burton then dcvc|oP5 his second argument,
viz that the thirt3~Fivc years after [incoln were
still dominated bg him. To para hrase a Popular
saying among modern cvangclicarChristians
“What would | incoln say or do?” Bccamc
somcthing of a mantra as a series of Chief
[ xecutives were comParcd almost alwags
unFavorab'H to Honcst Abc ]t was not rca”g until

Tcddg Roosevelt took office that the President
didn’t operate under the shadow of [ incoln.

Thc Age of Lincoln, although not the
History Book Club’s . ditor’s Choice for

August, was a runner up for this honor. David

reports that it is very well written and an cnjoyab'c
read. Frochsor Burton has been the Univcrsitg
of l”inois, Urbana’s “Teacher of the Year” five

times in the last thirtg years.

]n the Footstcps of (Grant and | ce is
a “coffee table” book that will astonish you and
your guests. Chris Hcissg Photograpl’icd many of
the sites associated with the Overland Campaign
of 1864 and the Fo”owing sieges. (Gordon Rhca,
rolific writers of the Ovcrland
Campaign, has Erovidcc{ text. | he resultis a

among the most

magnificcnt work of art that has somcthing for
both the serious scholar and the Iagman.

Ncw book looks at role of
rcligion during the Civil War

l’m the markcting fora Forthcoming book that l
think may be of interest to members of the San
Joaquin Va”cy CivilWar Round T able. |t’s
called BOTH PRAYED TO THE
SAME GOD: RELIGION AND
FAITH IN THE AMERICAN

CIVIL WAR by Robert J. Miller.

The Fascinating toPic of American rc|igion
during the CivilWarhas been largcly
overlooked until now - the few books
Prcviously Publishcd in this area have been
insightful, yet somewhat narrow in focus and a
bit dry and scholarly intone. Mi”cr’s new work
is a Popularly written gcncral overview of
signiFicant role that rc|igion Playcd inthe war.
|t has a forward by renowned historian James
M. McFPherson and we've been sceing great
pre- Publicity reviews alrcady.

PBecause we feel that your members will be
such a ‘(cy Par.t of our target rcadcrship, we’d
be l’laPPH to offer you a discount of 0% off
the cover Pricc. We could also discuss
Potcntia”y c]ccPcr discounts iFyou think your
organization might be interested in Placing
bulk orders. And, of course, iFyou’d like to
mention, Fcaturc, orreview the book in any
newsletters or Publications, |'d be haPPy to
send gratis coPics to the aPProPriatc person
within your organization upon Publication.
Flcasc let me know if any of these oPtions
sound aPPcaling to you. Likcwisc,just let me
know ifgou have any questions about the
book. |n the meantime, iFyou’c’ like to learn
more, you can find more information on the
book here: www.lcxingtonboolcs.com/isl:m/

0759120557

Many thanks for your consideration.

Sinccrclfj, Matt Smilcy Marl(cting Managcr,
Rcligion chington Books

An ]mPrint of the Rowman & [ ittlefield
Fubhshing Group msmi|c3@rowman.com

www.lcxingtonbooks.com




A Faithfui Dog:

The widow of | ieut. F}'ICFF of l”inois was enabled to find her at
Fittsburg Lanciing bg seeing a dog which had accomPanicd the

| ieutenant to war. The dog aPProachcci her with the most intense

manifestations of '03

, and immediately indicated to her, as well as he

was abic, his desire that she should follow him. 5]‘!(: did s0, and he led

the way to a distant part of the field, and sto

ed before a singic

grave. Shc caused it to be opcncci and there found the bod3 of her

husband.

“A gcnticman who had been a Major
Gcncral in the militia was drafted. He rcPortcci
for ciuty at i'icaciquartcrs with his rcgimcntals
rcadg to tak command of any division that should
be assigncci to him. Put he was cxcccdinglg
shocked and astonished when informed that thcg
wer not drafting MaJ'or Gcncra|s, and that he was
on|3 a Privatc.” (Magbc he should have

volunteered earlier!)

from “Blue & Grag Laughing"

It appears from the statements of some of the so|ciiers, that when

| ieut. ic” fell, the ciog was at his side, and thus remained |ici<ing his
wounds, until he was taken from the field and buried. He then took his
station by the grave, and nothing could induce him to abandon it, but

_ fora sufficient |cngti1 of time each ciag to satisfg his hungcr, until bg
some means he was made aware of the presence of his mistress. | hus
he watched for twelve c:iags bg the grave of his slain master.

From ] he Civil War in Song and Story, p- 120.

Voiuntccr th. brycc Kuykcncia”

A Privatc in the 79ti1 New York Voluntccr
]ni:antrg stcPPcd up and volunteered to fill our
open ecretary Position. Spccial thanks to
our 5oungcst mcmbcr, a bus higi'\ schooler bracc
Kugiccncia”, who agrccd to éjI” the open Position

when th“is Mann moved to | exas.
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