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INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 
of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P: Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 



C: Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING    Matthew 10:34-42 
Jesus said, 34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to 
the earth.  I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.  35 For I 
have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law.  36 And a person’s enemies will be those of his own 
household.  37 Whoever loves father or mother more than Me is 
not worthy of Me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than 
Me is not worthy of Me.  38 And whoever does not take his cross 
and follow Me is not worthy of Me.  39 Whoever finds his life will 
lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  40 
Whoever receives you receives Me, and whoever receives Me 
receives Him who sent Me.  41 The one who receives a prophet 
because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the 
one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous 
person will receive a righteous person’s reward.  42 And whoever 
gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because 
he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his 
reward.” 
 

HYMN  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 

And bring to naught all He has done. 
 



2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we 

May sing Your praise eternally. 
 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose 
again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 
shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon 
you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen 
 

CLOSING   O Bless the Lord, My Soul 

1 O bless the Lord, my soul! 

    Let all within me join 

And aid my tongue to bless His name 

    Whose favors are divine. 
 

4 He crowns thy life with love 

    When ransomed from the grave; 

He that redeemed my soul from hell 

    Hath sov’reign pow’r to save. 
 

6 His wondrous works and ways 

    He made by Moses known, 



But sent the world His truth and grace 

    By His belovèd Son. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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