LIVING FAITH

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Year C)
DECEMBER 12, 2021

THE GOSPEL TODAY
Luke 3:10-18

And the crowds asked him (John the Baptist), “What then should we do?”
In reply he said to them,
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none;
and whoever has food must do likewise.”
Even tax-collectors came to be baptized,
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?”
He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.”
Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?”
He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation,
and be satisfied with your wages.”
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
Did you notice, in today’s Gospel, that each group that asks John the question, “What
should we do,” gets a different answer? The people ask, and John tells them,
‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food
must do likewise.’ The tax collectors ask, and John tells them, ‘Collect no more than
the amount prescribed for you.’ The soldiers ask, and John tells them, ‘Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’
What’s the message? How each of us lives out our response to the Good News of
Jesus Christ, the Good News of love, service, joy and justice, depends on the
circumstances of our own lives. Each person has a special call from God, and a unique
path to holiness.

TALKING WITH FMILY AND FRIENDS
• If you asked Jesus, “What should I do,” what do you think He would say to you?
• How does Jesus speak to you today?
• How does Jesus speak through you today?
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As we move through the third week
of Advent, jot down some ideas in the
Heart symbol about how our family
can prepare for Christ's coming by
our actions this week!

Journey Through Advent -Video reflections from the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops
Each week, beginning on Sunday, 21 November 2021, the Solemnity of Christ the King, the CCCB will release
a video recording of a Bishop reflecting on the Gospel Reading for each Sunday of Advent. This year’s
reflections were inspired by Indigenous Delegation travelling to Rome to meet with Pope Francis from 17-20
December 2021. Each reflection is based one of the five essential stages of reconciliation: examen,
confession, repentance, reparation (making amends), and reconciliation. It is likewise hoped these reflections
will assist the faithful, Indigenous and non-Indigenous alike, in preparing for Pope Francis’ eventual apostolic
journey to Canada. You can view these video reflections here.
Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical resource. E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
THE GOSPEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Luke has more to say about the Spirit than any other
biblical writer does. In Luke’s Gospel, every time that
Jesus has a big decision to make, every time there is a
key turning point, the Holy Spirit is present, directing
Jesus. In the Book of Acts, every time the Church faces
a major decision, every time there is a key turning
point, the Church is guided by the Holy Spirit.

THE GIFTS
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Some important stories that illustrate this major point
about Luke’s writings include:
• Jesus’ birth (Luke 1:35),
• Jesus’ baptism (Luke 3:21-22),
• Jesus’ temptation (Luke 4:1-2),
• The start of Jesus’ ministry of speaking and
healing (Luke 4:18),
• Pentecost and the Birth of the Church (Acts 2:4),
• The story of the beginning of the mission to the
Gentiles (Acts 10:44-48).

DECEMBER 12 THE FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADELUPE
O God, Great Spirit and Faithful Creator, with
humility we your children acknowledge the
relationship of all living things.
For this we thank you, we praise you and we
worship you.
We call on you, Great Mystery, the Word made
Flesh – our teacher, prophet and brother - to open
our hearts to all our brothers and sisters, and with
them to grow in the wisdom, honesty, courage and
respectfulness shown in The Sacred Teachings.
Give us the honesty to recognize that the Earth
provides us with life sustaining breath, nourishment
and healing, and give us the strength to proclaim by
our words and actions that the Earth is a blessing for
all peoples. May we avoid the sins of exploitive
personal power and profit. May we seek the
righteous way of love, service, and healing in all
things.
Creator God, as we walk our journey on this Earth,
may your life-giving Spirit protect and guide us with
your Wisdom so that we might live in right
relationship and harmony with all humanity. May we
pass on to future generations this Earth and all your
gifts as you have provided them to us. +Amen
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THE THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT

JOY

The Third Sunday of Advent is known as “Gaudete Sunday.”
Gaudete is a Latin word that means “joyful.” The day takes its
common name from the Latin word Gaudete ("Rejoice"),
the first word of the introit of this day's Mass: "Rejoice in
the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Let your forbearance be
known to all, for the Lord is near at hand; have no anxiety
about anything, but in all things, by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving, let your requests be known to God. Lord, you
have blessed your land; you have turned away the captivity of
Jacob." (Philippians 4:4–6; Psalm 85 (84):1)

THE LITURGICAL COLOUR TODAY
On Gaudete Sunday, rose-coloured
vestments may be worn instead of violet.
If you have an Advent wreath, the rosecoloured candle is lit in addition to two of
the violet (or blue) coloured candles,
which represent the first two Sundays of
Advent. Despite the otherwise somber
readings of the season of Advent, which
has as a secondary theme the need for
penitence, the readings on the third
Sunday emphasize the joyous anticipation
of the Lord's coming.

THE SYNOD PROCESS IN THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. JOHN’S
CONTINUES
The consultation will be widespread and will take
two forms:
• Consultation in focus groups, both in-person
and online. Many Pastors will be gathering
focus (discussion) groups, and the
Redemptorist Adult Faith Formation Team
will also be gathering focus groups to
explore and respond to the questions
• A questionnaire for individuals, which can be
completed online at
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QL8BNS5)
or by downloading an MS Word version from
www.rcsj.org
If you download the MS Word version, please e-mail
the completed survey to rafft@gmail.com
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