Today's psalm has some familiar themes, 


such as God being a refuge, 


God being the the one to arise and bring justice, 


and the Psalmist working through a range of emotions 



that eventually lead to God receiving glory and praise.  

These appear over and over again in the psalms, 


because the psalms are unfiltered prayers to God.  

The Psalmist lays his heart bear before God, 


sharing his thoughts and feelings with God, 


because he knows that there is no use hiding them.  

He doesn't need to put up a facade around God to make himself look better, 


he is aware that God already knows his heart.

That is why the psalmist actually calls God to be the judge and jury, 


much like we heard Job do a couple of summers ago.  

The Psalmist, 


who appears to be David, 

is asking for God to judge if a false accusation is true, 


and if not, 



that the false accuser might pay the price for his or her lies.  

While this seems simple and petty at first, 


we often forget how much damage a false accusation can bring.  

We have gone through a shake up in the last couple of years 


as people have come out about harrassment at work.  



People have lost jobs, 



lawsuits are still under way today, 



and more allegations are arising.  


While the majority of the claims have proven to be true, 



the amount of damage that each false one does is also noteworthy.  


It puts up a barrier 



that the next true victim has to go over 




that was not previously there.  


It gives us anecdotal evidence



that we could dismiss a claim that has arose 




that we don't want to deal with.

In my own life, 


I have been falsely accused of things a couple of times.  

These false accusations 


quickly lead to me ending my involvement with the organization.  

The first time was with an organization in high school 


that I had been faithfully involved in for the previous 7 years.  

At that point, 


I had served my local chapter in all capacities 


and had been a state officer for a couple years.  

It was time for the annual meeting 


and I was also a church camp counselor.  

The camp I was running 


did not conclude until Friday afternoon 


and the meeting started on Friday morning 



and concluded on Sunday.  

I was supposed to receive the highest award of the organization at the meeting.  


After spending months taking care of my duties ahead of time 


and making sure that all my responsibilities were taken care of 



so that I could finish my job at camp 




and then show up, 


I arrived at the convention to hear people tell me 



that the only reason I was showing up 




was to get the award.  

This was absolutely false.  


I knew it was not true, 


anyone who knew me 



and had paid attention to my situation 




knew it was not true.  

But the accusation was out there 


and I did not have enough time to correct everyone.  


Nor should I have needed to.  

But the accusation was a big attack on my sense of belonging and worth.  


Why would they say such a thing?  


What did I do wrong? 

I almost did not accept the award when it came time 


because of the hurt it had sowed in my heart.

Eventually, 


after some tears of lament 


and some perspective from others, 



I remembered that it was not man's opinion that I was doing this for.  

I had done the work to serve others 


and not to win their approval.  

But in the process of reaching this point, 


David's flow of thought rings true to my experience.  

I started by hunkering down in our place of refuge, 


in God.  

But then the storm starts 


and we realize that without God keeping us safe, 



we will be torn apart like lunch for a lion.  

Then the time of self-examination, 

the why is the happening comes?  


Did I do something that needs correction.  



If so, 




we can accept the consequences. 


 If we still have a clean conscience, 



we find ourselves at verse 6 




and calling on God to arise 




and be our shield 




and justify us before our enemies.  



To cause those who stood in our way 




to fall in the pit that they dug.  

As we realize how God will act, 


we put down our counter offensive 


and instead put our trust in God 



and ask him to bring about his justice in the place of ours.  

Then we conclude 


by finding ourselves praising God 



because of who he is 



and how his justice is better than our own.  

At least hopefully that is where we find ourselves.  

It is a process.  


We see the hint of this again with the Selah in verse 6.  



This transition from one perspective to another.  



The move from being a victim




to being a part of a bigger restoration project.  


Not just trying to preserve one's own sense of justice, 



but to restore the Kingdom of Heaven 



upon the Kingdom of Earth.  

God is called upon to “Decree justice,”


 “bring an end to violence,”


 “God is a righteous judge” 


and “displays his wrath everyday.”  

This is the journey the psalmist took


 to be able to give thanks 


and praise the name of the most high.

So where in scripture do we see David do this? 


According to the subscript of Psalm 7,



 it was “A shiggaion of David, 



which he sang to the Lord concerning Cush, 




a Benjamite.”  

A couple issues with that line.  


We don't know exactly what a shiggaion is.  


We don't know who this Cush is, 



who is a Benjamite.  

For the first, 


we can infer that it is probably a musical term 



like ballad or anthem 




to describe the type of song.  

As for Cush, 


the Benjaminite, 

the opportunities are many, 


but nothing recorded in scripture.  

But the tribe of Benjamin 


is Saul's tribe.  

And as we heard in our other reading today, 


they may not have been ready to accept David as King quite yet.  

The passage we read occurred during Absalom's coup of David from Psalm 3.  

So it could be that instance.  


Or another one that had a similar tone.  

For this week, we can not dive too deep into the other expereince, 


because there is no definitive experience to look at.

But we can look at the damage done by false accusations.  


As we do, 



we can see why it was one of God's top 10 commandments from early on.  

A big problem with a false accusation 


is that finding evidence to prove something never happened 


is way more work than proving something did happen.  

The salt in the wound is that 


it is actually more difficult to endure a false accusation 


than a real one. 

If someone is mad at me for eating all the chips 


and calls me a chip gobbler.  



I may be able to say they should not call me a chip gobbler, 




but I am aware that I can not eat just one.  




That I probably did eat more than my fair share.  



There is also a way that I can find restoration 




for the guilt and wrong that I have done.  


If I am accused of being a liver lover 



and eating all the liver, 




that is a different story.  


I haven't touched liver in over 30 years.  



So there is nothing to apologize for, 




there is no guilt, 


but I still have an accusation upon me 



that in order for restoration to happen, 




I either have to pretend that I did eat the liver 





and apologize for a half baked resolution.  




Or the false accuser has to admit that they made a false accusation 





and no one should be thinking that I like liver.  



But no matter what happens, 




there will still be some that think that I like liver,





 because they heard the first part of the story, 





but not the second.

When you take the time to try and wrap your mind around a false accusation 


and the repercussions of it, 



they are staggering.  

The wounds run deeper 

and more jagged 


than if you would have actually done the deed in many ways.  

Most often, 


when falsely accused, 



the only recourse that we have is the one the psalmist takes.  



The one that David took in his interaction with Shimei son of Gera.  

David trusted that God had a bigger plan in play.  


He understood that God was allowing this man to vent, 


possibly even inspiring him to vent.  

David was also aware that he was not a perfect king.  


After all, his own son was trying to kill him.  

David understood that the Lord was in charge of his fortune


 and could reverse it by simply speaking.  



That is what he was dependent on.

That is what we hear the Psalmist calling for in verse 11.  


For God to judge and bring his verdict.  

In verse 12,


 the pronouns get a little unclear, 



but the first “he” is the false accuser.  




If the false accuser does not relent, 



than God the righteous judge and second he




will sharpen his sword 




and string his bow.  



God has flaming arrows ready for those who are pregnant with evil.  

While those who do evil do sometimes fall into their own trap.  


It is not an everyday thing.  


Or at least it doesn't happen as often as I think it should 



to sinners beside myself.  

But in the larger story, 


God did exactly what the psalmist asks him to do to evil.  



He took his sword and bow 



and eliminated evil and its power on the cross.  
Remember, 


Jesus stood before Pontius Pilate under false pretenses.  



He was accused of crimes he had not done.  



He was handed over by someone who said 




he was only worth 30 pieces of silver.  



He died alone 




without those who said they would never leave him. 

Jesus walked down this road false accusation road, 


because you and I have to walk down this road more often than we should, 



because people bear false witness on a regular basis.  

God took his sword and bow, 


and brought the justice that was needed 



so that we could stand before the judgement throne 



and be counted as righteous.  

The Psalmist concludes 


by giving thanks for the Lord's righteousness, 



not his own.  

He asks to be vindicated for the places he was falsely accused 


and where he is in the right earlier on.  

But in the end, 


he knows it is the Lord's righteousness that will carry the day 


and be worth leaning on. 



Not his own, 


or not to be vindicated on his integrity, 



but the Lord's.

May we know God's great work for us on the cross for us well enough, 


that we can place our hope fully in God.  

Because the false accusations will come.  

The damage and pain will come, 


often from unexpected places, 



like Jesus experienced from one of the 12 disciples, 


and we too will want justice and vindication.  

But often, 


in the immediate, 



justice and vindication happened for us 2000 years ago on the cross.  

It may come to pass, 


that the accuser falls into their own pit, 



but that is never guaranteed.  

The only thing that is for sure is 


what Jesus has already done for us. 

Let us focus there!
