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2010 Madison Regatia;
A Hometown Win

by (raig Farlie
Photos from Karl Pearson

The 2010 season opened on the Ohio River r
at Madison, Indiana. The pits were bulging
with 13 boats. The river was calm — at least,
compared with recent years — and the sky
was blue with no rain in the forecast. By the
time the weekend was over, the hometown
hydro, Oh Boy! Oberto, had notched a win
before an enthusiastic crowd.

Testing and Qualifying

Thefirsttest sessionwasdel ayed aspatrol
boatscheckedtheriver for debris. Next, afire
brokeout at theLighthouse Restaurant.
Emergency crewsrushedtotheestablishment
that sitsnear theriver shore, causingan
additiona delay. Findlly, theriver wasopen
and boatstook to thewater.

OhBoy! Oberto, drivenby SteveDavid,
set thepacewithafast lap of 154.575. Dave
Villwock hadelectrical problemswith Spirit
of Qatar, butjust beforequalifyingendedhe
turned alap of 153.152.

TheFormulateam brought threeboatstothe
race, U-5 Formula, U-7 Graham Trucking,
andtheback-up boat that they were* calling”




I
U-57 Formula, but still saying U-7. Jeff
Bernard,inU-5,andJ. Michael Kelly,inU-7,
bothhad N2 violationsand noofficial speeds
wererecorded. Jmmy Shanewasd atedtodrive
U-57, buttheboat never madeit tothewater. B

JW. Myers turned a lap of 150.360 in &
Peters & May. Behind him was rookie Cal
Phipps aboard Miss DYC. Kip Brown was
nextwithNateBrown'sU-17at 147.039. The
boat had Cruisin® Autowrittenontheengine
hood, but still had O’ Brien Lawonthesponson. Brian Perkinsturned alap of 146.227in Albert Lee, and Greg
Hopp did 145.916 in Fred L eland’ sunnamed U-100.

Jmmy Kingmadeonefast |apinthepiston-powered U-3. Ashecrossed thestart-finishline, theenginebegan
tolosepower. Heroundedthefirst turnand went back tothepits. L ater it wasdiscovered that owner Ed Cooper
hadn’tjoined APBA, and henever signedtheentry form, soKing' slap of 143.241 didn’ t count. Theboat never
went back inthewater all weekend.

RookieJonZimmerman madeagood showinginKenMuscatel’ sBoyland Nissan, withabest |ap of 143.036.
MikeWebster droveMatrix Systems- which had Broadway Tavernaddedtotheenginehood- toalap of 134.940.

Thetemperatureapproached 90 degreesintheafternoon. Crewmembersfrom severa boatshad problemswith
dehydration. QualifyingwasonFriday only. Therewoul d betesting Saturday morning, withheats1A, 1B,and 1C

Saturday afternoon.
The 11 qualified boats were drawn into three

sections. Drivers made |ane choice based on

qualifyingspeeds. BecauseU-5andU-7hadno | & ) i -
official speeds, 2009 point standingswereused
todeterminelanechoice. Bernard scoredmore

pointslast year, sohad priority over Kelly. Inlaneorder, 1A would have Oberto, Formula, GrahamTrucking,
and MissDYC. 1B wouldfeature Qatar, Albert Lee, Matrix Systems, and Boyl and lesan 1C wouldinclude
Peters & May, O’ Brien Law, and U-100. -

A dlight breezewasblowingdownriver astheboats |
took thecoursefor 1A. GrahamTruckingledacrossthe |
gartinglineandaroundthefirstturn. Upthefirstbacksretch,
Obertoclosedthegap. Asthey enteredthesecondturn,
Obertotook thelead and slowly extendedit. MissDYC
wasthirdand Formulafourth. Formulawent deadinthe
water after finishingandwastowedin. Followingthehest,
minor hull damagewasspotteding deOberto’ sleftgoonson.
Theboat spent thenight onbarrel sasrepairsweremade.

Albert Lee led at the start of 1B, but was
™ passedby Qatar at theapex of turnone. Villwock
& drovejust fast enoughtowin. Boyland Nissan
passed Matrix Systemswhen thel atter nearly
stalledinturn2, lap 2. Webster managedtokeep
goingandfinishedfourth.

The U-100 never left the pits for 1C. It
should’ ve been a cake walk for Myers, but it




wasn'’t quitethat easy. Hehitabuoy inthefirst
= turn, and was penalized an extralap. O’ Brien
Lawphysicalyledtheentirefirstlap, but Peters
& Maywent by asthey crossedthestart-finish
line. Alaplater, O’ Brienhad agearbox failure
and coasted to astop, donefor theweekend.
Peters& Mayranthethirdlapand penalty lap

alaone.

Asthelast boat came back to the pitsfrom
1C, the U-3 went on tilt and started home to
Evansville. It sunlikely wewill seetheboatagain |
thisseason. Ed Cooper hasno sponsor for the [
west coast and he wants to solve a persistent [k
engine problem. :
Heat Two
Theremaining 10boatsweredrawnintosections
2A and2B. Lanechoicewasinvertedfromheat '
onefinish positions, except thetwo rookiedriverswould start outside and back. Heat 2A would have U-100,
Graham Trucking, Albert Lee, Peters& May,
and BoylandNissan; 2B wouldfeatureFormula,
Qatar, Oberto, Matrix,andDY C.

Again, theU-100never |eft thepits. Albert
Leeledthroughturnoneof heat 2A, but Graham
Truckingcharged hard upthebackstretch. The
twoputonagreat duel for thenext twolapsuntil
Grahamwasabletostart pullingaway . Peters&
May wastwobuoy lengthsback inthird, Boyland
trailedinfourth. Followingtheheat, theBoyland
crew discovered abrokendoubler onthebottom.
Theboat waswithdrawnfromfurther competition.

Qatar led into thefirst turn of heat 2B and -
sprintedaway fromthefieldupthebackstretch. | g - -

Formulaand Oberto had aspirited duel duri ngthef| rstlap, but Formul ahadtheadvantageof the| ns deI aneand
Bernardheldoff David’ schallenge. Matrixlaggedand DY C passed it totakefourth.

Heat Three

Heat 3A pitted Graham Trucking against Oberto, Albert Lee, DYC, and U-100; 3B would havePeters& May,
Qatar, Formula, and Matrix.

TheU-100did not leavethetrailer for 3A.
Obertowasinthelead astheboatsroundedturn
one, but Grahamwasin close pursuit. Inthe
secondturn, Obertobegantopull away. Albert
Leeand DYCbothslowedasthey reachedturn
2. Albert Leegot going, but DYChadbrokena
propeller andwent deadinthewater. Theprop
had goneupthroughthewing, leavingagaping
hole. Phippshadbeenmomentarily outof control - = "
whenthepropbroke, causingAlbertLeetoget F
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wet. Perkinsinitially calledfor adrivers rep
because of the incident, but dropped the
matter when the team learned what had
happenedtoDYC.

Heat 3B should havebeenarunaway for
Qatar, but boat racing never comeswith a
guarantee. Astherest of theboatsleft thepits,
Villwock wasunabletokeeptheenginegoing.
Hetried several times, each timemovinga
coupleboat lengthsbeforestalling. Theone-
minutegunsounded, leavingVillwock withthe
best seat inthehouse. (Thecrew hadleft adust cover ontheengine.) Formulaand Peter s& May had agreat duel
fortheentireheat. Formulawon by acoupleboat |engths. Matrixwasahal f-lap behindinthird. A few minutesafter
theheat, therewasanannouncement. Formulahadaflagrant N2 viol ationandwasdi squalified fromthehest. Peters
& Maywasthen moved uptofirst, with Matrix second.

Unlimiteds.net photo

Final Heat

TheFinal heat wouldhavePeters& Mayinlanel, Obertoin2, GrahamTruckingin3,and AlbertLeein4. The
second row had Matrixinsideand Qatar outside.

Scattered dark cloudsrolled acrosstheOhioV alley and thehumidity climbed ascrewspreparedfor thefinal.
Thebreezestarted blowingup-river. Thewater wasstill race-abl e, but theriver had afew bumpsthat hadn’ t existed
duringearlier heats.

Obertowasthefirst boat toleavethepits. Thedriversplayed cat  nmouseduring thewarm-up period. Asthe
one-minutegun sounded, Qatar wasahead of thepack, almost under theM adi son-Milton Bridge. Thefour boats
onthefront row had to go around theslow-moving Qatar asthey approached theshape-upturn. Villwock was
sandwiched between Oberto and Graham Trucking asthefield went by.

Thefour boatsinthefront row hitthestart even. Oberto pusheditsbow ahead at theapex buoy of thefirstturn,
but Peters& May and Graham Trucking kept pace asthey started up the backstretch. Slowly, Obertoinched
ahead. By thetimethey reached the
entrance buoy to the second turn,
Peters& Maywasthreelengthsback,
with only Graham Trucking still
challengingthehigh-flying Oberto.
Throughthesecondturnanditwasall
over. Oberto powered away down
thefront straightaway and continued
toextenditsleadthroughout thehest.
Meanwhile, Myersusedtheinsideto

push Kelly and the two had a This was aimost a replay of 1A. Graham Trucking had a short lead over Oh Boy!
tremendous battle for second Obertoatthe start, butitdidn’tlastlong. Steve David overpowered J. Michael Kelly

throughoutthefinal. Kellytooksecond 219 went on to win.
by acouplelengths. Albert Leewasasteady fourth. ThesurprisewasQatar. Villwock finishedfifthandwasnever
afactorintheheat. Matrix Systemswaswel | back insixth.

AsObertoreceivedthecheckeredflag, thecrowd roared and car hornsbegan honking. Thecheering persisted
foratleast fiveminutes. Steve Davidwaspagedtothetrophy presentation, but wassurroundedby TV camerasand
newspaper photographersand had difficulty gettingaway fromhispit area. A hugecrowd surroundedthefence
behindthejudges’ stand, cheeringasDavid andtheteamreceivedthefirst placetrophy.“ MikeHansonwonthis
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raceforus” Davidsad, ashehoistedthel ndianaGovernor's
Cup. Itwasthe60th running of theM adison Regatta, and
it seemed fitting that thehometown boat wasthewinner.
Asthecrowdthinned, David spotted Ron Snyder at the
edge of the crowd. The two shook hands and Snyder
offeredhearty congratul ations.

“Itwasalittlerisky pickinglanesfor thefinal,” David
said, explaining why had selected lanetwo. “Inlanel,
there’ snoroomfor error. | cameout of thefirstturnwith
pretty good momentum.”

The opening event of the 2010 season produced a
popular winner, most heats had excellent racing, and
regattagponsor L ucasOil receivedagreat dedl of publicity.
It wasafinestart to the season.

Steve David withthe trophy for fastest
qualifier ~ Jim Simpson photo

STAT BOX

INIDANA GOVERNOR'’S CUP
Madison, Indiana,July 3-4,2010
2 1/2-mile course on the Ohio River

QUALIFICATION U-1 Oh Boy! Oberto, Steve David,
154.575, 100 points; U-96 Spirit of Qatar, Dave Villwock,
153.152, 80; U-37 Peters & May, J.W. Myers, 150.360,
70; U-13 DYC, Cal Phipps, 147.352, 60; U-17 O’Brien
Law, Kip Brown, 147.039, 50; U-21 Albert Lee Appliance,
Brian Perkins, 145.227, 40; U-100 (no name), Greg Hopp,
145.916, 30; U-25 Boyland Nissan.com, Jon Zimmerman,
143.036, 30 points; U-22 Matrix System Automotive
Finishes, Mike Webster, 134.940, 30; U-5 Formula, Jeff
Bernard, No Time -- N2 violation, 0; U-7 Graham Trucking,
J.Michael Kelly, No Time -- N2 violation, 0; U-3 (no name),
Jimmy King, 143.241, 0 (withdrew, damaged engine
during qualifying and dicided not to register boat).
HEAT 1A 1) Oh Boy! Oberto [1] 141.106, 400 points; 2)
Graham Trucking [3] 131.761, 300; 3) DYC [T] 125.214,
225; 4) Formula[2] 115.341, 169. Fastlap (1) Oh Boy!
Oberto 144.277. HEAT 1B 1) Spiritof Qatar[2] 137.831,
400; 2) AlbertLee[3] 135.538, 300; 3) Boyland Nissan [T]
121.847,225; 4) Matrix System[4] 114.514, 169. Fastlap
(1) Spiritof Qatar 143.175. HEAT 1C 1) Peters & May [1]
104.262, 400; O'Brien Law [2] DNF -- gearbox failure, 0;
U-100 [3] DNS — battery short, 0. Fastlap (2) Peters &
May 148.079.

HEAT 2A 1) Graham Trucking [2] 140.181, 400, 700; 2)
Albert Lee [3] 139.457, 300, 600; 3) Peters & May [4]
134.563, 225, 625; 4) Boyland Nissan [T] 118.912, 169,
394; U-100 DNS -- battery failure. FastLap (2) Graham
Trucking 140.510. HEAT 2B 1) Spirit of Qatar [2]
142.651, 400, 800; 2) Formula [1] 139.615, 300, 469; 3)
Oh Boy! Oberto [3] 139.046, 225, 625; 4) DYC [T]
123.015, 169, 394; 5) Matrix System [4] 121.005, 127,
296. Fast Lap (1) Spirit of Qatar 146.274.

HEAT 3A 1) Oh Boy! Oberto [2] 141.558, 400, 1025; 2)
Graham Trucking [1] 129.933, 300, 1000; 3) Albert Lee
[3]1123.925, 225, 825; DYC [4] DNF -- sheared propeller

. | shaft, 0,394; U-100 DNS —electrical problem, 0, 0. Fast

Steve David with Forrest Lucasand and his wife Charlotte
holding the Madison Governor’s Cup ~ Jim Simpson photo

lap (1) Oh Boy! Oberto 147.159. HEAT 3B 1) Peters &
May[1]143.785, 400, 1025; 2) Matrix System[4] 122.735,
300, 596; Formula DSQ -- flagrant N2 violation, 0, 469;
Spirit of Qatar DNS -- dust cover left on engine, 0, 800.
Fast lap (2) Peters & May 144.624.

‘| FINAL 1) Oh Boy! Oberto [2] 139.485, 400, 1425; 2)

Graham Trucking [3] 135.953, 300, 1300; 3) Peters &
May [1] 135.580, 225, 1250; 4) Albert Lee Appliance [4]
132.858, 169, 994; 5) Spirit of Qatar [TO] 122.419, 127,
927; 6) Matrix System Automotive Finishes[TI1] 116.590,
95, 691. Fastlap (1) Oh Boy! Oberto 143.609.

COMPILEDBYALLENSTILES




U-3. The Go3 Racing team came to
M adisonready tocompetefor the2010
season. After qualifyingonFriday, they
suffered a burnt piston and some
discussionswerehadwithH1officias
concerning the interpretation of the
qualifying rules. As aresult of those
talks, Ed Cooper madethedecisionto
not compete and withdrew his team
fromtheevent. Theteam packedupthe
boat, equipment, and left the pits on
Saturday afternoon. Asfor therest of
the 2010 season, don’t expect to see the Go3 Racing
team competing. For theofficial statementfrom Cooper
concerningtheissueswithH1 seethe Go3racing.com
website.

U-9. The UNJ heard that H1 Unlimited contacted
MikeandL ori Jonesabout racinginthewest saying,
“MikeJonestdlsuswewill not seetheU-9inTri-Cities
or Seattlethisseason.”

U-10. Thereweresomethoughtsout thereabout what
hullswereoptionsfor the Schumacher teamtoleasethe
rest of theseason. M any peoplewereexpectingthemto
try and get theU-10, but Adam Gr egor y hascomeout
andsaidthat theboatisnot for lease. Couldthat mean
the U-10 will make an appearance for the Gregory
family at Seattle?Wewill just havetowait and see.

U-13. Scott Allen, team manager for The Spirit of
DetroitteamtellstheUNJ,“ Weareextremely pleased
withhowwearerunning. Theboat isflyinggreatandwe
areworkingonsomeminor“gremlin” issuesthat seemto
havecleared up prior toour runson Sunday at theGold
Cup.” They hadashort shaftlet goinMadison, which
propelledthe prop up throughthehorizontal wing but
repairs were completed before Detroit. Sponson
modificationsdoneby Tim Riesand crew aswell as
work on the turbines by Bill Guckian and Steve
Hinton havereally paid off. Cal Phippsdriving has
beenimpressiveandtheteam continuestoaddtotheir
inventory of props, gears, and set-up parts. Dave
Bartush, Cal Phipps, and Scott Allen report, “ The
Spiritof Detroit Teamisenergized, haveproventhatwe
areback intherace, and planoncontendingintheupper
half of theunlimitedfield.” Theteam’ splansinclude
competinginall theracesfor 2010.

EF Lon Erickson

U-37. Afterthedevastatingincidentin
Detroit destroyed the front 1/3 of the
newly rebuilt Miss Peters & May hull,
Billy & Jane Schumacher have
announced they will be leasing a
replacementhull fromFred L elandforthe
remainder of the season. They will be
leasing hull #0010, theboat that Dr. K en
Muscatel alsoleasedandraninthefirst
half of the2009 season. Thishull hadbeen
amaingday of theL elandstablesinceitfirst
campaigned as Znetix in 2000. It has won the 2001
ColumbiaCupasZnetix Il w/Terry Troxell driving.
Dave Holley, spokesperson for Peters & May said,
“Thisisgoingto beagreat opportunity for an up and
coming driver. Pleased we are back in business and
lookingforwardto Tri-Cities.”

J.W.Myersbrokefivebonesinhisleftfoot. With
primary their driver duefor surgery andre-habonhis
broken foot, the Schumacher’s have selected Jon
Zimmer mantodrivethereplacement hull for theba ance
of theseason. “Wethought Jonlooked great runningthe
U-25inMadisonandarevery excitedfor himtojoin
our team.”

Asfar asthedamaged primary hull, crew chief Scott
Raney reportsat thistime, it’ snot apriority and those
decisionsconcerningthat hull andthenew hull under
constructionwill bemadelater. Theteam’ simmediate
focusisonracing and competinginthecurrent 2010
Season.

U-57. Ted Porter surprised everyoneby bringingthe
back-up hull (#9299) to Madison, givingit the U-57
designation, andenteringthehull toquaify. Theteamhad
put sometimeintotheboat intheweeksleadinguptothe
race. Withmost of theattention goingintotheprimary
PPEhulls, U-5& U-7, thereweren’ t enoughresources
to get the boat on the water. After the U-17 lost a
gearbox onSaturday, theOur Gang Racingteam pitched
inandloanedtheFormulaguysamoator. They successfully
trailer firedtheU-57, but didn’ t haveall thematching
hardware for the drive system (coupler). The U-57
didn’t makethewater in Madisonand served display
duty at the APBA Detroit Gold Cup (The U-number
wasn’t changed to 57 until Detroit). TheU-57 hull is
coming out totheWashington Stateraces, butithasn’t
beendeterminedif itwill qualify and competeout west.



WHERE BRE THEY NOW? by Beb Senior

OiIm Sedam, residesin Madison, Ind. Heis now retired and
owner of KentuckianaPaving Co. with 14 yearsof unlimited hydro
involvement, partially withtheM adison crew, andasowner of hisown
boatin1983, theU-22MissTosti Asti (1) . Sedam purchased abrand
new boat in 1984, the U-22 Chet’ sMusic Shop, which raced under
numerous names (19) through 1987. Hisdriver was Todd Y arling.
(Editorial note: Jimisamanof fewwords.)
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The “Boss,” Jim Sedam above, and at right
the Jon Staduacher designed and bult
Chet’s Music Shop and sponsor Bill Coder.

Yodd Yarding, 53, residesinHanover, Ind., andisaMarine Servicemanager. “ My primary teamswere
U-22, U-200 Miss Mecrusier, U-9 Sroh’s Light, U-11 U.S West
Cellular, UR-5 The Edge, and U-6 Miss Madison.” He began driving
unlimitedsin 1983 and retired in’ 92, then came back again in 1999.

~ % Achievement? “First to have aradio in the cockpit and later avideo

camera; one-timefastest lapholder for astock Allison; Eye-witnesstoJohn

Peddie sU-18 DobsontheMover (former My Gypsy) exploding asl was

passinghimin’83Detrait. | ducked downashi sdebriswashittingmy boat.”

Colorful characters: “U-22 owner Jim Sedam (BossHogg) and wife

- 7 Nancy (Lulu) maderunningtheU-22teamandracinglotsof fun, attheraces
andintheir boat shop.”

Below: TheU-22 Miss Tosti Asti (1) wasthelate Paul Sawyer’s 1964
unraced U-17 Alter Ego. Itwassoldto Bob Schroederin 1974 andraced

Ron Harsin Collection

asthe CU-22 then beached. It raced
again in 1982 as the CU-22 Miss
Canadaat Houston and then soldto
JmSedam.ItwasadsoToddYarling's
firstunlimitedride. Sedamretiredit
after the season and had anew boat
built. Onthehull are* BossHog” and
wife Lulu, Tod Yarling in cockpit, |
crew chief DaveSteward, andtherest
of thecrew.

H&RM collection




The U-22 dso raced as Joe Ricci

Soiritof Detroit(2)in1984; atright.In |

1985, starting out as Eagle Shacks, it
raced under eighteendifferent names
through 1987 whenitwassold.

Thelast nameSedam'’ s U-22ranwith
wasHousehold Finance at SanDiego
in1987.ItwassoldtoJmMcCormick,
Bob Fendler, and Bill McFadden for
1988. It raced as ther U-4 Pocket
SaversPlusforoneyear. Itlater burned
at McCormick’ sshopinOwensboro,
Ky.

TheU-200MissMercruiser, designed
andbuiltby EdKarelsen, beganlifein
1980 as the U-100 Shazam, an
experiment of John Provostto seeif a
lightwei ght/automotive-powered boat
couldbeaviableunlimitedcontender. It
was28' inlength, 12’ at thebeam, and
firstracedin 1985withtwoinline427
V-8BigBlock Chevy motorsat Firebird
Lake. They changed over to single
supercharged 500 cu.in. Chevy V-8
enginefor Miami in1986. JohnPrevost
washed hishandsof it after theMiami
race. Arty Rosstook over and hauled
the boat to the’ 86 Detroit Gold Cup.
Rossoffered Tom D’ Eaththewheel,
but turneditdown. Todd Y arlingand

Jerry Hopptook turnstryingtoqualify, &
but bothfailed. Yarlingjumpedback g

behind the wheel of Sedam’s U-22
Cdllular One.

after SedamretiredfromracingY arling
joinedAlanVordemier’ steamin 1988,
drivinghisnew auto-powered U-9Miss
Sroh’sLightat Evansville. Itrantwo
V-8MarineFord motors.
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Waurster Jr. in the U-11 U.S West
Cdllular. Photowastaken at Seattle.

H&RM collection

1991 saw Y arling behind thewheel of
theUR-5TheEdgeat Seattleand San
Diego. This was originaly Jerry
Schoenith’s 1983 Allison powered
U-3 Miss Renault. The Rutkauskas
Brothers purchased the hull in 1987
and re-powered it with inline twin
500cubicinchMercury Marineengines.
ItalsoranasTheEdge/HunanHarbor
(at Sesttleonleft), and Rutt Enter prises
Racing (SanDiego).

H&RM collection

Yarling shared the cockpit of Ed
Cooper’s U-3 Oh Boy Oberto with
MitchEvansin1992, drivingat Seettle.
" He left the sport for several years
afterthis.

H&RM collection

In 1999, Todd Y arling returned to
drivethe U-6 Miss Madison at five
racesthenretired for good after the
team’ sfinal raceat Norfolk, Viriginia

Jon Osborne photo




Bill McKFadden, 74, livesin Seattle, Wash., and is a semi-
retired owner-president of Bill’s Tire Service. He owned the U-20
Rampagelll, whichraced under numerousnamesin1984, and U-4Oh
Boy! Obertoin’85. Top per sonal achievement: “1 receivedthe URC
Outstanding Achievementawardin’ 84. L eavingtheclassbeforel went
broke!” Most memor able: “Eye-witness to the double-flip in San
Diego.” Colorful characters? “Most of them. | really enjoyed my
relationshipwithBernieL ittle,and meetingastronaut Allen Shepard.” He
alwaysfollows current unlimited races. Hisadvice: “We need more
newspaper coverage. Alwayskeepthebottomsideup. Don't get crazy,
andstay solvent.”

Photo from H&RM Collection
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Thishull wasoriginaly Jerry Kelen's
1976 U-64 MissVernors. In 1983t
raced as the U-10 Miss Pure D’ Lite
anddrivenby BrendaJones. M cFadden
purchased the boat from Pat O’ Day
after that season. TheU-20ranunder
sixdifferentnamesin1984. Itracedas
KZOK/Machine Rock Band (4) at
Pasco (above left) and Sesttle. The
crew chief wasAl Thorsenand Jerry
Hoppwasthedriver.

Leonard Dodd

Sandy Ross photo

In 1985 it raced as the U-4 Oh Boy!
Obertothefull season. In’ 86thestock
Allisonwasreplaced by aturbo-Allison.

: DougMclntoshbecamethecreew chief
and George Johnsonthepilot. Bill M cFaddenl eft thesport after theseason and theboat wasput upfor sale. It
never raced again. It waslast reportedinthe’ 90sto besomewhereinNew Hampshire.

Limiteddriver Kayleigh Perkins(UL-72
Foster Care)will get someseat timerunning
some lap behind the wheel of the U-1 Oh
Boy! Oberto during Seafair week. Itisa
chancefor hertoget acclimatedtothephysica
demandsof drivinganunlimited hydroplane
and to get usetothe differencesin sizeand
speed. Couldweseeherjoinher brotherinthe
unlimited ranks?~JmS mpsonphoto

Jim Simpson photo




Book Review:

Legends Of Thunder

Authors: Fred Farley and Ron Harsin, Produced by
Deer Trail Publishing, copyright 2009 ISBN: 978-0-
9796203-4-8, $29.95 Paperback.

Order from publisher with $3.50 shipping &
handling@8681 W. New Bethel Road, Lexington, IN
47138 ( 812-866-5504)

264 pages, 371 assorted B&W photos.

Legends of Thunder is the fourth book on
hydroplane racing by Fred Farley and Ron Harsin.

The authors have compiled biographical vignettes of
over one hundred personalities who have made the
sport of unlimited hydroplane racing what it is today. The biographical sketches are
presented in alphabetical order by their first names. The authors have used photos of the
men along with the race boats associated with them, where applicable. This includes
owners, drivers, sponsors, race officials and even announcers like O’Mara and Hendrick.

Most of the names are modern era, or post World War Il. A few “early” greats are included,
like Gar Wood and Herb Mendelson, and the ones that spanned both eras like Lou Fageol.

Pick your favorite personality, and you will be amazed at the factual stories that
presented. There will something in this book that you did not know, until reading the
dozens of short biographies. Everyone from Albin Fallon to Warner Gardner!

If you like reference books in your hydro-library, this book is a must. | highly
recommend it for even the casual reader.

Review by: Kirk Pagel. Special Projects Editor for the Unlimited News Journal

From legendary Gar
Wood to Bernie Little,
and much much more.

Gar Woods photo
from Dossin Great
Lakes Museum

Bernie Little photo
from H&RM
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