We are at the perfect time of year to say, 


“I love lamp!”  

A few months ago, 


it was never dark enough to need one.  

In a few months, 


we will be living by the light of them 



and wish we could see the sun again.  

We love lamps, 


because they bring light where there is none 


or the light is not sufficient.  

We love lamps so much, 


they are part of everyone's phone.  

But most of you are aware of a time 


when our lamps were not powered by electricity, 


but by oil.  

We have moved away from oil lamps for many reasons, 


including the maintenance of them.  



Trimming the wick, 



filling the oil, 



making sure they are not bumped or tipped over 




were all very time consuming.  


But the gift of light they brought to a world that was dark.

In our vision today, 


Zechariah is seemingly reawakened, 



but not from sleep.  

The way I hear it most clearly 


is he was lost in thought of the last vision, 



dwelling on Joshua being a predecessor 




to a future high priest 




that will come and eliminate sin in a day 




and everyone enjoying the new life under the fig tree and the vine.  

When suddenly 


the angel reappears 



and wakens him out of his daydream 



and focuses him on the next vision.  

There is more to it than just the high priest's role, 


there is also the role of the King, 



Zerubbabel.  


The remaining link to someone from the line of David.

Before Zerubbabel can be seen in the picture, 


there first has to be light.  

A unique one is seen, 


a light who's design we have been trying to recreate ever since.  


A light that runs on endless energy.  

This lamp stand is maintenance free it seems. 


Two olive trees pour their oil directly into a bowl, 



that leads to 7 lamp stands, 



that burn continually day and night.  

While a great design, 


in reality it does not work that way.  

We have to pluck the olives from the tree 


and crush them, 


heat them, 


and get the oil out of them.  

But Zechariah's vision has something happening 


that does not require man's assistance for the light to occur.  

The oil is coming out like sap from the trees.  


Not a normal occurrence for olive trees.

It gets more confusing from here, 


because Zechariah does not really understand what it all means 


and the explanation that immediately follows



does not directly correlate back to the vision.  

Instead, 


it jumps to a great saying that is for Zerubbabel.  

A saying that seems to be tied to him finishing the work of building the temple, 


even with a questionable translation of plumb line.

To understand the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: 


‘Not by might 


nor by power, 



but by my Spirit.”  


We have to understand Zerubbabel's situation.  

He was brought from Babylon 


and ruled as Governor 


or Prince of Judah, 



but not King.  


That title was for Darius of Persia.  

He has limited men 


and limited resources to build a temple to the Lord.  
It is almost the opposite of what Solomon had to build his temple, 


with being the King of Judah and Israel, 


a treasury that was overflowing, 


and Kings from other nations lining up to give materials as gifts to Solomon.  

That was why Solomon's temple was grand!  

What is Zerubbael going to build that will bring any glory to God?  


Solomon had the A team, 


Zerubbabel is probably on the E or F team.  

You have probably had days 


when you had everything out to get a project done 



and nothing went right.  


You just need to remove one bolt 



and the head strips out, 


then you can't find the vice grips,



 finally get the screw out, 


but can't find the right replacement for it, 



after the third trip to the Hardware, 




you realize it is a fine thread metric bolt.  


You finally get the right one 



and realize your 10 minute project 




just consumed the morning.  

You have also probably had days 


when you have a long list of projects 


and everything comes together.  

The Hardware store has everything you need 


and you get all the right pieces 



the first time.  


Nothing gets stuck 



or needs a specialized tool.  


The one tool you don't have, 



someone drives by to see what you are doing, 



you tell them, 




and they have the tool in the back of their truck.  

I hope you have had a few of those days too.

God is encouraging Zerubbabel that, 


if he trusts God, 



he will be able to do what Solomon did and more. 

 You can have all the strength, 

all the power, 


and still find your efforts futile.  

The question is, 


who are you working for?  



We can make a choice to work against the God of the Universe 




or with.  

The tricky part is, 


we often have a skewed understanding of what God is doing.  

We assume that if it is a good thing, 


God is obviously on board.  

God's idea of good is different from ours.  


We often work from a point of what will make us happy.  


God's Kingdom, 



as demonstrated in his Son's actions, 




is to lay down our lives in service to others.



It takes awhile before we find joy in doing this.

This laying down of one's life is the call to Zerubbabel and Joshua.  


The great news is, 



if we are willing to walk in this way, 


a mighty mountain 



will become level ground.  

God encourages Zerubbabel by telling him 


that the project he has started, 


he will see the finish of.  

This is something that is often non-existent 


for those who work in shaping people.  

We get to be a part of their development, 


but don't always get to see the full conclusion of our work.   

This promise of finishing the temple 


gives the people confirmation that God is still among them.  


The finishing of the project 



also brings about confirmation of Zechariah's call as a prophet of God.  


A calling that was confirmed 4 years later 



in the 6th year of Darius' reign




when the temple was completed.

Verse 10 then deals with the already present reality of the temple.  


It is no where near the size of Solomon's.  

Our human tendencies come out here.  


If it is not bigger and grander than the last one, 



how can it be of any use?  


That is the common thinking, 



but sometimes it is just great to have something 




when you have had nothing for awhile.  


I will always joyfully sit down to a turkey dinner. 


There are many days when I am satisfied with a good turkey sandwich.  
The word plumb line in verse 10


is a questioned translation by modern scholars.  

It is a compound word, 


of stone and something metal.  

In verse 7, 


there is the capstone, 



with the same word for stone, 



but the second word being top or utmost.  


A plumb line, 



would mean that people are rejoicing 



that Zerubbabel is in the process of building.  


They are more likely to rejoice 



when the building is complete, 



when the capstone goes on.  


These final stones were often covered in metal, 



so that they would shine in the sunlight 




as the highest point.  

A great party would be held 


anytime a place of worship goes from a building project 


to a place of worship.  

The day Zerubbabel puts that stone upon the top, 


those who have been grumbling 


will rejoice as well.  

The following line 


refers back to the stone in Joshua's vision, 



saying this top cap, 




will be visible to everyone on earth.  

The work of this new temple 


will reach all who are in God's view.  

No one will scoff when it is placed.

In verse 11, 


it seems like we jump from an aside 


back to the original question in verse 4.  

Zechariah is still clueless about what the olive trees and lamps mean.  

With the short response in verse 14, 


all of the pieces suddenly fit together.  

We realize the aside 


is not an aside, 



but a fleshing out of the vision.  

We hear that our separation of church and state 


is not actually what God intends at all.  

What we hear is 


that the two olive trees are Joshua and Zerubbabel at this time.  


One representing the church


and one representing the state.  

But in order for them to do this successfully, 


they both have to depend upon the Holy Spirit.  

For they are both working to shape the nation of Israel 


to be a light to the nations. 

 If they will let the Spirit work through them, 


the oil flows freely


 and provides unending light to the 7 candles.  

If they decide they are going to do it on their own, 


then they will have to pluck the olives 


and do the hard process of making the oil.  



Which a single tree only produces 4-5 liters a year of olive oil.  

But if they are willing to ask the hard question of, 


“What is God doing 


and how can I help?”



what they can do is endless.  

Both the work of the Priest 

and the work of the King 


flow into the same bowl.  

Their work is different,


 but supporting the same goal, 



the incoming Kingdom of God.  

The same for our work.  


There is not church work 


and secular work.  

Both should flow into the overarching goal 


of helping to build the Kingdom of God.  
There are things and actions we can do with our faith


 that will prevent people from wanting to know Jesus.  

There are things we can do at work 


that make people want to know the Jesus we worship.

A helpful question to ask is


 not “What would Jesus do?” 



because Jesus did a lot of things 




I could never do 




nor is God calling me to do.  

But asking the question is in the present, 


“What is Jesus doing?”  



WIJD if you are going to make a bracelet.  

As Ryan prayed last week for the pieces that are still up in the air for him


 and he wanted nailed down, 



he realized God is still trying to remind me to trust in him each day.  

As he have wondered about taking the girls to school, 


Lisa and he saw this week 



that those 10 minutes before and after school 



are not only important for Eva, 


but were chances to connect with other parents 



and hear what is going on in their lives, 




ways they could be encouraged




 and they could encourage others.  
God is working through Zerubbabel and Joshua to produce light to the nations.  


They just need to remember 



that oil does not flow out of the tree itself normally.  

Yet, as long as they are trusting in the Holy Spirit to work through them, 


they will see the kingdom working through them, 


their replacements, 


and Israel itself, 



until their roles are finally united in one great Messianic King 



and High Priest 



in Jesus of Nazareth.  
7 “What are you, O mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it!’ ” 
8 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to you. 
10 “Who despises the day of small things? Men will rejoice when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. 

“(These seven are the eyes of the Lord, which range throughout the earth.)” 
11 Then I asked the angel, “What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?” 
12 Again I asked him, “What are these two olive branches beside the two gold pipes that pour out golden oil?” 
13 He replied, “Do you not know what these are?” 

“No, my lord,” I said. 
14 So he said, “These are the two who are anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth.” 
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