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An Open Letter to Our Friends

How do our lives—yours and
mine—affect the natural world around us? How
great is the gap between what we are doing and
what we must do if the natural world, with its
rich diversity and delicate balances, is to sur-
vive? How can man come to a better under-
standing of his responsibilities as the most
powerful of the tenants of this fragile planet?

These questions are immense in
scope and complexity, but they must be faced.
It is the aim of the Weis Ecology Center to
face these questions regionally and locally,
and—so we hope—to help thousands of con-
cerned citizens to find the answers and to
begin translating these answers into practical
achievement.

If such objectives appeal to you,
please read on.

In the Right Place

The Weis Ecology Center is, as
you know, dedicated to environmental and
ecological education. Located near the Wanaque
Reservoir in the north-central New Jersey
Highlands, it is near some of the most extensive
wilderness in the state, including Ringwood
State Park and the Hewitt and Norvin Green
State Forests. Remarkably, these large natural
areas are readily accessible (within 35 miles)
from such nearby cities as Paterson and Passaic
and also the vast New York-Jersey City-Newark
population complex.

More than half of northern
Passaic County is forested, and this land with
its rich Colonial history and its geological and
zoological diversity also contains more major
plant community types than any other natural
area in the state. It would be difficult to find
a more convenient and more stimulating site
for educational and recreational programs
focused on man’s relationship to nature.

In a recent master plan develop-
ment study by the Nature Center Planning
Division of the National Audubon Society,
continued development of the Weis Ecology
Center was considered to be a highly feasible
and potentially unique venture into environ-
mental education and nature activities.

With the Right People

The governing Corporation of
the Weis Ecology Center consists of 30 persons,
27 of whom are volunteers—scientists, educa-
tors, lawyers, business people, cultural leaders.
They give of their time freely. Read what some
of them have to say about the Center:

“Only with a true, whole-world understanding and effect-
ive communication of the truth of our dependence on that
whole world can we foment a new dream, a new revolution of
humane and appropriate expectations. It is in this context
that the Weis Ecology Center has come into being and picks up
the tools to do its work.

— Dr. Howard Irwin, President
Weis Ecology Center

“Simply stated our objectives are to channel carefully
planned educational programs to help people understand the
many problems of the human environment and to help safe-
guard the well being of humanity.”’

— May H. Weis
Founder and Honorary Chairman, Weis Ecology Center

A wide variety of botanical specimens, such as the bloodroot,
are among the attractions of the wilderness surrounding
the Center.

Such are the people who be
lieve in the Center’s future as an educationa
force, and who are determined to make tha
future rich in achievement.

With the Right Programs

In the past, the Weis Ecology
Center has conducted a number of environ:
mental and ecological programs for high
school, college, university, and community
groups. Encouraged by these beginnings, the
Center plans to expand its efforts and offer ¢
wider range of educational activities to sur
rounding towns.

Among the offerings of the
Center will be self-guiding nature trails anc
courses of instruction in such topics as nature
interpretation for naturalists, natural-resource
inventories, wilderness survival, low-impact
camping, use of wild plants as food, and the
dyeing of natural fabrics. Imaginative but
practical programs based on the local environ-
ment, but with far-reaching implications, are
the goal.

And with the Right Facilities

But what we can do is limitec
by our facilities—and staff. Briefly, we must-

* Enlarge and renovate our education build
ing, providing improved insulation, plumbing
and heating as well as more adequate class
rooms, overnight facilities, lavatories, anc
kitchen.

« Build a new dormitory.

* Obtain suitable office supplies and furni
ture, typewriters, duplicating machines, pro
jectors, viewing séreens, blackboards, book
cases, library materials, and other needs.

e Build or resurface roadways and parkin
areas.

 Build or upgrade cabins and recreationa
facilities.

e Enlarge and renovate our visitor center

* Provide funds for increased personnel
including staff naturalists and visiting lecturers



