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The Monteith College Plan . ..

In 1959, with a grant from the Ford Foundation, Wayne
initiated an experiment in general education known as
Monteith College, which last June graduated its first
4-year class.

Monteith is designed to maintain a small college atmos-
phere in the heart of a large urban university, The college

serves two kinds of students. Those who wish to work NATURAL SCIENCE

toward a bachelor of philosophy degree from Monteith
or those who wish to obtain more specialized degrees
from other colleges of the University.

The Monteith program is a sequence of basic courses
taken in a definite order. The diagram at the right illus-
trates the plan followed by most of the Monteith students.

THE MONTEITH BASIC COURSES INTEGRATED INTO A STUDENTS FOUR YEAR PROGEAM
UNDER THE QUARTER SYSTEM

Monteith College opened its doors at Wayne State University
in 1959, as an experimental school funded by a $700,000
grant from the Ford
Foundation. It was
designed to impart
the Eroad
knowledge, research,
writing, and
intellectual
skills needed by
educated citizens.
Monteith was to
have the atmosphere
of a small liberal arts
college and the
benetits of a great
urban university, all
at an affordable cost.
Its interdisciplinary
course sequences
were organized in
three divisions --
Natural Science,
Science of Society,
and Humanistic
Studies. Monteith
was open to any
student eligible for
admission to Wayne.
Its first dean,
Woodburn O. Ross,
is reported to have
said: “We don’t
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admit our —
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honor students, T
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graduate them S K 0 g
that way.”
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This block of time In gray is reserved for counses in sudent’s specialty or pro
fession, for electives, or for additional work in geoenal education.




The Monteith Library Project
An Experiment

Profs. Sally Cassidy, Woodbum Ross and Max Coral comprise Monteith’s Administrative Council
Each is a chainnan of one of the Colleqe’s three divisions

In Library-College Relationship

By
MRS. PATRICIA B. KNAPP

&

/

THE ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGE AND
RESEARCH LIBRARIES
50 EAST HURON STREET « CHICAGO 11, ILL.

The Big Idea moved from the conference
rooms to the classrooms, where the

== experiment began to unfold. The three-
division core curriculum was planned to
complement pre-professional and
specialized programs offered by the
university. In addition, Monteith offered
other elective interdisciplinary general
education courses. The courses were
staff-planned and staff-taught, some even
student-planned and student-taught.
Instructional materials were drawn
almost exclusively from primary sources,
some in staff-designed anthologies. One
of the primary objectives of Monteith
was to foster rlablts and skills of
independent study. This made Monteith
the ideal venue for a federal grant to
conduct “The Monteith Library Project:
An Experiment in Coordination between
the Ligrary and Teaching Staff to

Change Student Use of the Library.”

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY
MONTEITH COLLEGE -

Monteith students discuss their futures in front of the Monteith Administration Building.

Monteith College

Wayne State University

Convocation and Reception
in honor of
The First Graduating Class

of the College

COMMUNITY ARTS AUDITORIUM
June 16, 1963 2:30 P.M.



Black power advocates
are getting a lot of
attention on college
campuses these days.
The voice of red
power is hardly heard
in the land.

Robert K. Thomas, an
easy-going, affable
associate professor

in Monteith College,
does not regard
himself as a red power
spokesman.

But as a

Cherokee Indian

from Oklahoma,

he does

make an eloquent
spokesman for America's
oldest minority . . .

An American Indian Views America:
This Society Is Not In Good Shape

n a recent afternoon, Robert K. Thomas sat in

his office and talked about the plight of the Red

Man, the plight of the White Man, and the
somewhat dismal outlook for both. How to deal with
the White Man is a baffling question; violence would
appear to be out of the- question for this gentle man.
Still, at one point during the interview, he took an
authentic 19th Century tomahawk from his desk
(surely one of the few around that didn’t come from
a roadside stand) and fondled it lovingly. Those were
the days, my friend.

What's behind the resurgence of interest in the
American Indian? A reawakened national conscience?
Thomas is less than cheered by the phenomenon.

“I'm very cynical about the situation.” he said. *I
think that a lot of American taste is set by the hippies.
The hippies got big on Indians; they see Indians as
kind of urban Americans turned wrong side out.

“They see the tribal way of life as a decent way lor
human beings to live. But unlike the hippies, Indians
are not so concerned with social life but with the bare
necessities of living.

*Sure, Indians make more money and have more
eat than ever before. But in terms of the generd
standard of living they are relatively worse off than
they ever were before. They are discriminated against
and discriminated against severely. In some places
they are relegated to the role of latrine cleaners.”

Thomas has been deeply concerned about the
plight of young Indians trying to make it in an affluen
society which moved in on them, massive and un
invited, like a glacier.

While their lot in many respects is similar to the
lot of the black man in America, many Indian
youngsters grow up far more isolated from while
society than blacks do.

Monteith Student Center

As Monteith turned 10 years old, it
continued to be both experimental and
controversial. The College developed
complementary affiliations with several

of Wa¥ne’s professional schools, notably Law and Social Work. Responding to the

radica

changes manifesting themselves in American society, it also pioneered a

number of new programs: Afro-American Studies; Chicano-Boricua Studies; Third
World and Women’s Studies; and a Monteith Program for Labor School Graduates.
The Monteith faculty, as an alternative to the Senior Essay, developed Modes of
Thought, a senior course sequence that addressed topics in the history of ideas. The
faculty also created Freshman Seminars, staffed by more advanced students. Monteith
began the Transfer Student
Program for “exceptional

students” from community
colleges and four-year

universities.

Students in Monteith
Student Center watching
the Tigers.

Monteith: Ten-Year-Old Experiment

Yates Hatner — New Dean of Monteith




The College continued to
experiment and reinvent
itself. After the arrival of
Yates Hafner, the
young dean who succeeded
Woody Ross in July 1971,
the basic Monteith core
curriculum itself was
subjected to intense |
scrutin?/ and
re-evaluation by the
faculty. Monteith
designed and
introduced a year-long
sequence of Socio-
Humanistic Studies
courses as an integral component of the College’s
first-year curriculum. The Monteith faculty also
developed and taught a separate sequence of
Socio-Humanistic Studies courses for engineering
students, created at the
specific request of the
College of Engineering.
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Student stained glass
window project

Graduates Of WSU Labor School
-y _\4

Page 6 April 26, 1974  'THE SOUTH END

New Monteith Program

Stern and Sara Leopold will their  senior year, Hafner
- head the program, ﬂccnrding said. These courses will fill
~ WSU’s Monteith  College o Hafner, Although Stern aboul hal*l' the n!,l.u:lp.nis'
~ will offer a new program and Leopold will be ﬁuha;dl.lllesr. I'he remainder of
 this fall for “exceptionally recruiting students primarily their junior and senior years
~ well-qualified students” from nearby junior colleges, may be filled by majoring
 from the nine communily the program is intended to in one of fthe tracitional
 colleges in southeastern be nation-wide, Hafner said. ‘-i';"'*l'*l'-‘ll‘“ﬂ_* in the College of
1;# Miﬂ hlgan t\ﬂﬂﬂf‘diﬂg Lo Liberal Arts, Hafner said.

by Tom Panzenhagen

" Yates Hafner, dean of Although Monteith College _ .
Monteith College, the has a three-year program of Monteith [.nlle_lgu has been a
 program may be the only study, this new program part of WSU since it
" one of its kind in the will involve only two years, Inception in 1959, The

SR
.

F . --l'.'.l'..' e Tt - IR P
by Al it R i g ol i DR e, 50, Tl 1 Ly Pl o

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY President
George E. Gullen, Jr., offers his best wishes to
the first graduates of WSU’s Labor school. At
their commencement exercises at Cobo Hall
are: Gulien, Derothy Minion, director of .In-
Service Training for the Detroit Mavor's Com-
mitiee for Human Resources Development;
Mary Tolover, director of the Detroit Senior

Ald Program f{or senior citizens: Kenneth
Keoppen, Stahelin-av, internationa! agent with
the United Automobile Workers: Celestia
Adams, Princeton-si, from the State Center for
Human Development; Adam Donaldsom.
Lindsay-av, business agent for 2 sheet metal
workers local; and Yales Hafner, Dean cof
Monteith college.

. United States today.

. Hafner said yesterday that
~ about 30 students are
- expected to participate in

‘the program. Hafner added,

however, that due to a late
start in the program, “We’ll
be lucky to get even that
‘many.”

Monteith currently has an
entollment of approzimately
700 students, and the

pumber of teaching [acully

at the College - now 32 --

15 not expected to icrease
‘because of the program,
‘Hafner said.

b f Monteith Professors Alfred

Hafner explained. “In the
past, ' Hafner said,
‘‘students who have
completed two years of
junior college have been
discouraged from
transferring to Monteith
because of our three-year
program.

The new plan will offer
three two-year plans of
study: “Texts and
Contexts,” “"Historical
Views and Views of
History:” and *““World
Views,”” according to
Hafner. Transfer students
will be expected to take
two of these sequences i
their junior year, and one in

College attempts to offer
the student a variety of
classes designed to enable
the student to better grasp
the intlerrelations of the
physical environment,
human sociely, the world of
art, music and imagination,
history, emonomics,
literature, science and
philosophy.

Dean Halner added that the
new transfer program
should *“‘provide the
exceptionally well-qualified
student with a coherent
interdisiplinary education at
the junior and senior
levels. ™
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Board Votes to Continue Monteith College

Tuition Raised;
Special Meeting June 25
On Budget Problems

The Board of Governors voted Friday,
June 13, o admit a ITreshman class in
Monteith College next fall
by 10 percent and tackle what President

Gullen called an "absolutely horrendous

raise tuition

Monteith with the College of Lifelong
Learning over a four-ycar period was
discussed for the purpose of saving about
200,000 next year and aboutl %1 milhion
during the phase out period savings
projected by President Gullen and the
central administration but disputed by
Monteith Dean Yates Halner and mem
bers of the Monteith faculty.

The board's resolution on Monteith on

tion of program reductions, tuition in
crease and reductions in the university's
F1.|*-,rll|| would have to be faced Lo meet
Lhe shortage.

President Gullen said the administration
was looking at programs which could be
reduced while doing the least amount ol
harm and serving the greatest number ol
students. In addition to Maonteith, the

president said the university might have

budeet situation’ for next year at 4
special meeting of the board of governors “sharing the budget burden”™ implics a to withdraw support for radio station
reduction in the per credit hour cost of WDET-FM and reduce the cosls ol the
proposal to continue Monteith instruction in the College, which is  W5U Press.
College, passed on a 5 to 3 volte by the currently twice that of the College ol About $2 million of the shortage will be
board, was made by Gov. Michael Liberal Arts, through some unspecitied made up through the tuition increase
Einheuser who moved that a freshman reduction in budget. which was passed unanimously al
ss be admitted for 1975-76, that the Ihe Monteith-CLL merger was a part of Friday’s mecting although at least one ol
College share in the burden of achieving a President Gullen’s plan to meet a critical the board members had not expected
halanced I,"II_EI_II'.':L"1 for next vear and that Mmoaney "~=I1'IH.I:-_':L‘ at the University extend- action until the JHI'H_' 25 r!Il"l.'JEIll_',.
Lhe l1||||_":_1'_|.' be A241N reviewed l.JIFIiIuj.'_'_ [he iI'I_L; evien Ih'._"',.'“l'll.l: the next Fiscal Vedr. Several board members, however,
VEar. Prior to the Monteith debate at the ~|‘r|~| a4 desire 1o a¢l on the wuition
The action followed days of campus Wednesday meeting, the president matter while students are still on
debate culminated at a mecting of the expressed uncertainty about the the fiscal campus because of criticism in previous
Board's Budeet and Finance Commillee situation for next year because ol the years when tuition was raised during the
Wednesday, June 11, where the issue was Legislature’s delay of the appropriation SLIMIMer.

average 10 percent ncrease In

taken up at a somelimes stormy, ollen bill. He said, however, that the University Ihe
4 TIRTE 1 lepe N i the tall au 1
confusing live-hour mecting, was lacing a 34 million shortage lor the tuition takes effect in the fall guarter and

Al that meeting a proposal 1o merge next Tiscal vear and that some combina- fcontinued on About People page)

WSU Money Woes Force Monteith ‘Phase Out’

Money problems have influenced recommendation of President George
most of the major news stories on E. Gullen Jr. and the faculty assembly,
campus this academic wyear. Some the University Council, that the Col-
measure of Wayne State’s continuing lege be eliminated.
financial difficulties may be relayed by The president called the Monteith
noting that, with more than half of the ohase-out “one of the most painful
1975-76 fiscal year now history, a actions my career as University
final 1975-76 budget has yet to be president.”
adopted. In a letter explaining the Monteith
The vagaries of financial fortune have decision to Governor William Milliken
been complicated not only by Michi- and other key state officials, Gullen
gan's recession but also by record stud- placed some of the burden for the
ent registrations (which some suspect Monteith phase out on the shoulders
are recession-influenced) — the two of state officials.
factors combining to squeeze out some “Were it not for the fact that the
University programs which otherwise University faces a monumental budget

ould remain intact. retrenchment due to inadequate State

The most dramatic of the program- funding, appropriation cutbacks, and
matic changes has to be the eventual spiraling costs, Monteith College pos-
elimination of Monteith College.

Budget woes hit Michigan, Detroit, and Wayne in the mid-

Seventies. The University, together with all state-funded agencies,
was required to cut spending sharply. President George Gullen
FAEE g oo b E e ekl G responded by proposing to eliminate Monteith, an entire college.
e s e After a fai Ie(r attempt to accomplish this by administrative fiat,
st e el Monteith’s fate was placed in the hands of the University Council
and the University’s Board of Governors.

Following an acrimonious debate, the
Council acceded to the administration’s
i budgetary argument, though it repeatedly
acknowledged that Monteith had amassed
a remarkable record of academic achievement. In

December 1975, the Board of Governors voted to

phase out the College.

intact into the College of Liberal Arts
or the College of Lifelong Learning.
Monteith was permitted to
admit its last s{)udents
for 1976-77 Last Degrees

: F Monteith

and was ERh |

&
authorized to Set for 1981

The WSU Board of Governors, at its
d meeting March 10, approved final steps in
awar the Monteith lege closing which give
® students until 1981 to get their degrees
MO ntelth even though it will be officially closed in

June at the end of spring quarter.
deg rees Under the plan adopted by the board:
*Monteith courses, academic advising
.I and degrees will be offered through June,
untl 1981, Afterwards, Monteith students will
° still have the option of transferring to the

Sprl ng College of Liberal Arts.
®A small transition budget will be set
1 981 aside to cover the costs of student advi-
- sing and “buy back™ some of the former
faculty to teach occasional Monteith
courses over the next three academic
years,

oDr. Martin Herman, acting Monteith
dean, will continue to be r'{'h!‘.lt_rr':\il'|||.: for

sibly would have continued to exist at
Wayne State University,” Gullen

Monteith. out of Monteith was only one of many

The College’s 33 full-time faculty decisions already made to meet **fiscal
members and the support staff have stringencies” at WSU, efforts which
been promised “that every effort™ will have included a reduction in the pay-
be made to assure them of continued

roll by the equivalent of over 300 full-
WSU employment. Since WSU's an- time employees,
nual employee wrnover is larger than

But Monteith itself, the College
which began as an experiment in gen-
eral education 16 years apo and has
since graduated some 1,100 students,
will be no more.

The proposal to eliminate Monteith
sparked sometimes bitter controversy
in the campus community but, in the
end, seven of the eight members of the
Board of Governors approved the

program, onoi knowi as the
o o great deal of Monteith's interdis

e et Suth s e e
i Lo !
ol Vv ..ﬁ'FMIﬂﬁém aesomaciay
that weie Inspirc By and based b Montith,
e inpressive schoalh baned an Monteith i e
alifurnia b Sarta Craie. o elter of wmall ol
etk ooy 1 v el anid eourse stog.
Monbeith

the administration of Monteith instruc-
tional programs.

*The Monteith Student Board will
continue to be recognized through June,
1979. At that time the Monteith student
seat on the Student-Faculty Council will
also be eliminated but Monteith students

From The South End,
December 9, 1993

may seek at-large seats on the Council at
any time.

®The Monteith Nursery will remain in
operation but it will be moved to a new
location, yet to be determined.

Some 200 students have been identified
as still working for degrees from
Monteith. It is expected that about 25
will still be enrolled through 1980-81.

Monteith faculty members, meanwhile,  tion—were also argued. Wayne learned from the Monteith ex

are being reassigned, Provost Diether
Haenicke told the board only a handful
remain to be placed and he hopes to have
everything accomplished by June. Final
details for Monteith housing for the in-
terim are still being worked out.

Monteith College was started on an
experimental basis at Wayne in 1959. The
decision to close was first made in
December, 1975, in the midst of an
ion that left the Univer-

ECOn« |1':'1'r{ rec

sity facing critical budget problems.

The closing decision was reached after
hours of debate in Board of Governors’
meetings and sessions of the University

Council where other issues besides
expense—such as Monteith's declining
enrollment and philosophy and educa-

During the board’s March 8 committee
meetings Vice President Charles Sturtz
said it is likely the closing will indeed save
the University $800,000 and, eventually,
$1 million, as was originally estimated.
However, ,000 is being used for the
salaries of Monteith faculty reassigned to
the College of Liberal Arts.

In adopting the plan, Governor Mildred
Jeffrey called Monteith “a very precious

and very educational experience for

Wayne State University. It incorporated a
philosophy of what we could dream that
might be done in a large urban university
to provide a different kind of education
with much greater opportunity for
individualized study.”

President Gullen added that what

perience was not lost since much of that
educational philosophy and process has
been incorporated in the College of Life-
fong Learning and, to some extent, in the
College of Liberal Arts.




