On this day 


when we celebrate living in the “land of the free 


and home of the brave,” 

we need to remember something that our founding fathers knew.  


That was the simple reality 



that we are always worshipping, 



serving, 



slaves to, 



or indebted to something 




or someone.  


The question is, 



“Is who you worship, 



serve, 



or a slave to, 




good?  



Is this master of your life 




bringing about your best life.”

In the Declaration of Independence that was signed on this day, 


after establishing the self evident truths 



“that all men are created equal, 



that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 




that among these are Life, 




Liberty 




and the pursuit of Happiness.”  


The fathers go on to establish 



that forms of government 




do not always have everyones best interest at heart.  



When this happens, 




“it is the Right of the People 





to alter or to abolish it, 





and to institute new Government, 




laying its foundation on such principles 





and organizing its powers in such form, 




as to them shall seem most likely 





to effect their Safety and Happiness.”

In this experiment


 that has been the United States, 

we have tried all kinds of ways to effect our safety and happiness.  


We have gone so far, 



as to pretend that our freedom 




has meant that we can do things totally independent of other people, 




with no harm coming to them.  

But on this day, 


the founding fathers signed a Declaration of Independence, 



declaring themselves free from the King of Britain, 



but at the same time




 now bound to 




or for each other.   

Making the reality clear, 


we are never free.  


We are always bound to something.  

It is always a question of what or who?  

For the founding Fathers, 


they were asking if Great Britain 


or themselves 



would be better suited to meet their needs, 


they felt that they could do it better.  



Thus declaring their independence 



and committing to each other.

Our text in Romans 


is presenting the same question.  

Who is best to rule your life?  

Who do you want to be a slave to?  

Who is your master?  


Is Sin our master, 



or is our Lord Christ Jesus our master?  


Are we slaves to sin 



or slaves to Jesus Christ?  

You may want to push back and ask, 


is it really that binary?  



Can't I be a slave to goodness 




and not Jesus Christ?  

That would bring us to our definition of sin.  


We tend to define sin 



as doing something really bad.  


Scripture frames it 



as not obeying God 



and God's will for us.  

That is why it is a binary choice, 


an either or.  



I am following Jesus as my Lord 



or I am not.  

Jesus cites an example with the Pharisee's who were tithing on things, 


but not using their money to support their parents.  

Jesus reminded them 


that God had given them those funds 



to support their parents and families.  

Therefore, 


their tithing to the temple 



was actually sinful in that instance.

On this day of Freedom, 


we need to rethink what we have made freedom to be.  

In reality, 


there two major types of freedom, 


but they both still leave you as a slave or servant, 



someone having power over you.  

There is 'freedom from' 

and 'freedom for'.  


From or for 



are the two types of freedom.  

In 1776, 


we were declaring Freedom from Great Britain.  

On March 4, 1789 


the U.S. Constitution was made effective 


and we were clear on what we had freedom to do 



or for.  


What the Federal Government could do 


and what States were in charge of were laid out.  

In doing so, 


we again entered into a civil contract with one another 



about limits and boundaries.  

We knew how our governments were going to function and make decisions.  


We agreed to this new master of our life.  

No longer King George, 


but the United States 



as laid out in the Constitution.

This was not the first 

or last time 


this move to a better government has occurred.  

Mankind has continually been looking for a better master. 

 
A telling aspect of our constitution 



was that we knew 




we could not trust one person, 




or even one body of power.  



But divided it into three groups of people 




that had checks and balances on each other.  

The basic principle underlying this was, 


power corrupts 


and absolute power 



corrupts absolutely.  

By limiting any branches power, 


the hope was that no branch would cause total chaos.  

This thinking was at play, 


because like Paul, 


the founding fathers knew we were weak in our natural selves.   


That we are prone to offer our body to impurity 



and ever increasing wickedness.  

We were likely not to follow God's will. 


But just as the colonies made a choice of who to follow, 



we have a choice to make:  




obedience or sin? 




Death or life?

The choice seems like an obvious one.  


But as we have experienced, 



the obvious choice 




is not so obvious.  

The list is long 


of the things that we know we should not do 



and do anyway.  

Equally as long 


is the list of things we should do, 



but don't.  

What is on either of these two lists 


that is making your life on a whole better?  

My stomach and taste buds 


will make a strong case for eating ice cream before bed.  

But my body, 

my knees that are feeling the extra weight, 

the lack of sleep from the sugar, 


make a strong counter argument.  

There are reasons for us all to stop 


or start the things on our lists.  

The reason they are still on the list of things that should happen, 


is we have yet to declare our independence from them


or our dependence to them.  

We have heard all about how good living life under God's care can be.  


Yet we have yet to fully commit our dependence upon that rule of life.  



We hedge our bets, 




trying to keep our feet in both pools.  

This day should be a reminder 


that you can't change the world 



until you fully commit to one idea, 



one belief.  

Afrer months of debate in the sweltering heat,


the 56 delegates committed to this idea 



and changed the world.  

Paul called the Romans 

and calls us today, 


to commit to Jesus 


and the Kingdom he initiated 



through his life and death, 


and for us to serve that Kingdom whole heartedly.  

We are going to worship and be slaves to something.  


Is what we are serving 



broad enough in scope 




to give meaning to your whole life?  



Your talents, 



your feelings, 



your family, 



your freedom? 

 I would wager that there is only one thing that is, 


and that is Jesus Christ 


and his Kingdom.  

Will you declare your independence from slavery 


to everything else 



and follow him? 


If you do, 



you will have all kinds of freedom from 



and for things. 


Will you be a slave to Jesus Christ?  


Or a slave to something else?  



You are a slave to something.
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 
19 I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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