utheran
Church

August 2023
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Adult Education Opportunities

Q Starting in August you will notice that there are three options
O UND AY for adult Sunday School on the back of the Footprints insert. | would
S CHO@M like to take a poll on what people seem more interested in for an
initial class for adults (this will include high schoolers who are
considered adults in our church and confirmation students are recommended to join as well). Our three
options are: Understanding the O.L.F., Walking through the Bible, and Enneagram Workshop.

Understanding the Order of Lutheran Franciscans. This class will take us four weeks to complete. It
will be a discussion based class that focuses on the Evangelical Counsels and worship practices of the OLF.
The Evangelical counsels are: Poverty, Obedience, and Chastity. We will read from the General Rule of the
O.L.F. and then discuss what this means to us personally, as a church, in our families, and as a community.
We will then have a final class that discusses the importance of worship, prayer, penitence, work, and
vocation. | know it seems like a lot to cover in one last class but we will be able to cover them quite
painlessly. You will be able to read an introduction and background from Brother Ryan as our guest writer in
this Newsletter. My hope is that through this course | will also be able to field any questions or concerns you
may be holding onto or harboring about having a new Lutheran Pastor who is taking vows in a Franciscan

Order.

Walking through the Bible. This opportunity will be focused around the synods Bible study. We will
read and discuss the passages of the day, and potentially the week prior, as we journey through the gospels.
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to connect more personally with the stories of Jesus, familiarize
ourselves with the bible, as-well-as have an opportunity for discussion and questions with me! Through this
conversation we can listen to our fellow members, and Pastor, as to how different parables have impacted
our lives and resonate with us in the 21Ist century.

Enneagram Workshop. Now this one is quite new to many people and you may be sitting there
thinking, “What is an Enneagram?” The Enneagram is a nine tier spiritual typing system to aid us in not only
our understanding of ourselves, those around us, and our relationship with those around us, but also our
spiritual journey and relationship with God. In more simple terms it is a spiritual Myers Briggs. Although it is
by no means as simplistic as Myers Briggs, it does help us understand ourselves better. This enneagram
Workshop will take us through the book Mirror for the Soul: A Christian Guide to Enneagram by Alice Fryling.
This book is a great jumping off point to understand the Enneagram and we will be taking it one chapter a
week for a total of 12 weeks. If this becomes something of high interest for our congregation, | not only have
more enneagram books that we could do together, but we could look at hosting a workshop with spiritual
directors who work with the enneagram and, help not only ministers but lay members, understand the ways
that we are called into holy living with God.

| look forward to seeing what the majority interest is and after this class we will revisit and discuss what
other options may be of high interest as we go forward!

Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Tucker

Hello, First Evangelical Lutheran Church!

| am Brother Ryan W. Roberts, OLF, the Minister
Provincial for the Eastern Province of the Order of
Lutheran Franciscans, meaning that | am the primary
organizing officer for our order east of the Mississippi
River. Pastor Tucker asked me to write to you to share
a bit about our order on the eve of his imminent
profession of vows in the first week of August. There’s
much to say, and as Pastor Tucker progresses in his
formation, he’ll be able to answer more of your
questions, but he asked me as his more experienced
sibling to help build a common foundation for -
yall.

is the first religious order in the Evangelical

Order of Lutheran Franciscans
Following the Simple Way of S$t. Francis

: As Lutherans, we are :

(religious or secular), all of whom can serve our siblings
in any role of leadership.

Pastor Tucker has been invited to profess vows as a
novice at our annual gathering this year, known as a
chapter. The vows we profess are ancient and known
collectively as the Evangelical Counsels: obedience,
chastity, and poverty. While it takes a lifetime to fully
encounter these vows, they can be expressed in
(imperfect) brief thoughts. Poverty is a life of simplicity
: without allegiance or attachment to

: possessions. Obedience is the openness to

The Order of Lutheran Franciscans (OLF) Ecalled T:o t:,e a!ways : be joyfully formed by the wisdom of others.
: reforming”, a life

Chastlty is the commitment to love all,

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). We i that fits seamlessly  without distinction, according to the form of
follow in a much longer tradition, however, i with the Franciscan : relationship with each. This last one, of
drawing on the experience of the Order of :charism to “rebuild : course, gives many hearers pause, because

Ecumenical Franciscans (formed in 1983) and Gods church’
Lerssssssssssnsnnnnnnnnnnas Meaning “abstinence”, and while that does

over a century of Franciscans in the
Scandinavian Lutheran churches and the Anglican
communion. We also walk in a path trailblazed by the
Deaconess Community of the ELCA, a group in our
own church committed to a common way of life for
well over a century. Franciscans in general have a much
longer history, of course, tracing our roots back to
Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi in the |3th century in
central Italy. While we follow the simple way of these
famous saints who lived as part of the Roman Catholic
church, we are also deeply grounded in our Lutheran
traditions. | summarize the OLF walk this way: | think
about God with Lutheran theology, and | experience
God with Franciscan spirituality. As Lutherans, we are
called to be “always reforming”, a life that fits
seamlessly with the Franciscan charism to “rebuild
God’s church”.

As part of this rebuilding, we participate in
ecumenical coalitions and prophetic organizations. We
have representation on the Joint Committee for
Franciscan Unity and the Franciscan Federation. We are
sponsors of the Franciscan Action Network, a partner
with our own ELCA Advocacy offices. We are a
Reconciling in Christ community and an endorsing
partner of the Poor People’s Campaign. We also
rebuild the Church by living as a fully equal family of
siblings. We are an undifferentiated order composed of
siblings of any gender, any ministry and occupation

Ethey are most familiar with “chastity”

fall under the umbrella of chastity, it is an expansive
concept of love that others live out faithfully with
partners and even children. This year, Pastor Tucker
will be professing his initial novice vows, ones that he
will be invited to renew annually for at least five years
during his novitiate formation.

The OLF isn’t just for those who take vows,
though. In calling soon-to-be-Brother Tucker as your
Minister of Word and Sacrament, you are now in
relationship with the order. That could be a simple fact
of your life, or one that inspires further curiosity. You
could have conversation with your pastor, visit our
website (lutheranfranciscans.org), or even become a
Friend of the Order. When it becomes available, you
could stay at our brand new motherhouse in Houston,
St. Francis of the City, and spend a week serving the
multicultural community gathered in its neighborhoods.
| invite you deeper into relationship with Jesus through
the window that has been opened in your congregation.
May you be blessed by this new strand of connection,
just as we are blessed by your presence in this church
always under construction.

Brother Ryan W. Roberts, OLF,
Minister Provincial for the Eastern Province of the
Order of Lutheran Franciscans
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WELCA Calendar of Evens for August

Hannahl Circle is in-service for August

Thursday, August 10— 10:00am
Verify 2023/2024 Program Book,

Monday, August 14 — Hannah Circle — 6:00 pm,
Dinner Out, Rosilli’s, 217 Main St.

Sunday, August 27 — Cookie Sunday
Hannah Circle

What Does Our Logo Mean?

Our logo—with the cross, water and a white lily—
identifies women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America as children of God; baptized, forgiven, adopted

into God’s family, full of grace and hope in eternal life. It

is a reminder of the growth, beauty, and vitality that
rises out of that life-giving baptismal water-.

It is also a reminder of the mission of the church to “Go, therefore, make
disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).

NORTHWEST OHIO

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 2023 GATHERING

Here | Am Lord

The 2023 Gathering will be held Friday and Saturday,
. October 27 and 28 at the Findlay Inn, Findlay, Ohio. A
prayer booklet is being put together to be given out at
the gathering. If you would like to submit a favorite

prayer to be included please send it to Sonlight Editor,

Elaine Conley at canread78@yahoo.com by September 1,

Please include credit if taken from another author/book. An in-kind offering
of new underwear for men, women and children will be collected which will
be given to the Orphan Grain Train, based in Napoleon, Ohio. Cost for the
two days is $80 (does not include hotel). If you are interested in attending
please contact Marilynn Dunn for a registration form. The registration
deadline is September 25.

ETuesday, August |5 at

: 11:45. Please take note

: of the time change; :
: starting |5 minutes later :
: will allow for those who i
: want to attend the |1:30 i
: Sacred Daily in the

: church chapel. Bring
Eyour brown bag lunch
:and an item that you

: collect for a show and

: tell. Please contact Sue i
: DeMoss at 419-306-9994
: or Marilynn Dunn 419-

£ 722-8543 for more

: information or if you

i need a ride.

ALTAR flowers

The 2023 Flower Chart is
up in the hallway, across
from the church office.
There are many Sundays
that still need flowers to
brighten not only the altar,
but also either your
home or the home of a
shut-in. Please consider
this ministry as a way to
share God’s love for His
people.

! E ‘ Committgg News

Happy Summer from the Social Ministry Committee!

A great big thank you to the generosity of First's members!

Last summer First Lutheran Church began participating in Kroger's Community Rewards program. Thanks to you
we were able to designate over $200 for military care packages. If you haven't had the chance to designate First
Lutheran in your Kroger shopper card, see a member of the Social Ministry committee.

The Noisy offering coffers grew to $300 and our committee designated LCC (Lutheran Church Charities) K-9
Comfort Dogs as the beneficiary.

The committee also voted to assist LSS with their portion of the new sign on Londonderry, which advertises St.
John's Lutheran Church, the NWOS Synod office, and Lutheran Social Services

You have probably already heard about First's participation in the 2023 Habitat for Humanity Apostle build. First has
partnered with Trinity Findlay and Trinity Arcadia for financial support of the build on N Cory street. We're excited
to be helping with foundation work on August |5. All are welcome for Raise the Wall day on August 26 at 8am. The

beam you've hopefully signed will be installed in the house and home dedication is planned for September 30 at 9am.

Many things to do for Habitat for Humanity:

e Sign up today to work on the home. We still need workers

e Habitat Board — please sign the board that will be placed in the home that
is part of the Apostle Build. It is not an obligation to work on the build.
Signing the board is just to add a blessing for the home and the family and a
reminder that God will be with them always as they enjoy their new home.

¢ Watch for a food sign-up sheet for lunch, and snack items.

:fﬁr Habitat

for Humanity®

Happy August from the Worship and Music Committee!!

At our last meeting we discussed helping Pastor Tucker learn the member’s names by using nametags
on the first Sunday of the month of August and September. We will provide nametags in the Gathering
Area, and we would like you to write your name and wear them for the two services. This way Pastor
Tucker can associate our faces with our names. This will also help all of us as we welcome each other as
we share the peace.

We also would like to bring greeters back to our services. Our ushers do a fabulous job greeting
people, but it is also nice to have people in the Gathering Area who can help guests and visitors know
where to enter for the service. More smiles the better!! A list for the Sundays will be put on the bulletin
board for you to sign up. This is a lovely way to greet worshipers and welcome them to the Lord’s
House. Thank you all in advance!!

We are always looking for new members for our committee. We are a busy committee as we handle
all the sub-committees dealing with our worship services, such as bread bakers, Altar Guild, ushers, Dea-
cons, decorating the church for Easter and Christmas, and much more. We are a fun group and meet
just once a month usually on the first Monday at 6:30 in the Library. Please come and join us!!! Our next
meeting is August 7th.

Cindy Fitzpatrick, Chairman  419-348-0410 fitzpatrick@findlay.edu
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e iree August 6—9:30

August 13 August 13—10:30,
. Ac 10:30 Riverside Park
Riverside Park . .
Bandshell No worship at First Lutheran

August 20—9:30

August 27—9:30

September 3—9:30

September |0—Rally Day
Worship 8:15 & 10:45
Sunday School at 9:30

Lunch is provided.
There will not be a
service at First

Lutheran on that day.

BLESSING OF
THE BACKPAS Blessing of the Backpacks

August 20th at 9:30

SVETH DR T

.IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII’IIIIIIIIIIIILII

September 10th Rally day activities:

2 9:30 - 10:30 will begin Sunday school for PS - 5% grade who will meet

Food Cart

Requests

T0|Iet Paper, Dish Soap,
Canned Meat/Fish

All donations benefit
Lutheran Social
Services.

The cart is in the

Coat/elevator room.

jin:

in the Fellowship Hall. We will

E have an activity and fill the Little Free Pantry's in the area. Adult Sunday school will be an introduction to

= the chosen curriculum.

. = Following the 10:45 service we will have a picnic with hotdogs being provided by Christian education
- committee and we are asking those participating to bring a hot or cold item to share. There will be yard

= games and bounce houses also.

opportunity to thank

pprecmted

Included in our Rally Day celebration is the

Pastor Chris and Pastor Art

for their service during our interim period. Please
join us as we say “Thank you”.

5

School supplies and school clothes on
the shelves, “Stuff the Bus” box at church,

teachers’ meetings...August is upon us.
Happy birthday to all you Leos out there
(Pastor Tucker and me included). Let me
describe a Leo - confident, comfortable
being the center of attention, ambitious,

loyal, fiercely protective of his/her nearest *==========sz==

and dearest, generous, sunny. Hard-headed, resolute,
and rock-steady perspective. Now, | don’t hold to
horoscopes or signs of the Zodiac...however, every
single Leo | have ever met fits the above description.
Just saying.

Been reading enthusiastically this past month. First
off, for the HBG reading group, the four of us tackled
This Isn’t Going to End Well by Daniel Wallace, who
writes an account of his brother-in-law who was

Wallace’s boyhood hero. Trying to understand the
man’s later life, Wallace reads his hero’s journals and
learns more than he ever should have known. The
controversy in the club’s discussion centered around his
right to publish parts of those journals. Wallace had
promised the hero’s wife that he would destroy them,
then promptly snuck them out and read them before he
destroyed them. One Club member stated “l am
burning my journals!”

| read An Island Out of Time by Tom Horton, a non-

fiction book suggested by the church book club’s reading
of the novel The Invisible Husband of Frick Island by
Colleen Oakley. The Frick Island has no available

technology aside from one phone. The same was true of
the Smith Island that exists in Chesapeake. An Island...
written in 2008 covers the church, the food, the kinds of
people, the traditions, and ancestors of the real space.
By the way, a DNR study conducted in 2008 reported
that Smith Island is expected to completely erode by
2100 because of the rising sea levels, if no action is
taken.

The Solace of Open Spaces by Gretel Ehrlich is a

collection of essays on the open space of Wyoming. (|
first heard of the book when Erin and Frank Reagan

Tareesreae % quoted from it on “Blue Bloods”) The
D “Summer’s [eage

: bath all too short

a date.”

William Shakespeare,
: “Sonnet 18”

author follows a journalism assignment after
the man she loved died of a terminal illness.
She learns to shepherd, explores the land -
the wide-open spaces. Her conclusion,
which truly oversimplifies, is “true solace is
finding none; it is to say, it is everywhere.”

Then, for some unknown reason at
this time, | have begun reading accounts of some who
have hiked the big trails. The Trail by Ethan Gallogly
chronicles the hike of a young man and his dead father’s
hiking buddy. They hike the John Muir Trail in California,
a length of 21| miles with an elevation change of 47,000
feet. The trail, which honors John Muir, an early
naturalist and conservationist, covers the Sierra Nevada
Mountain range, passing through Yosemite, Kings
Canyon and Sequoia National Parks. The journey
includes some very wise observations on life.

And then there is The Last Hike by Lee Lovelace, all
about the trail | dreamed of hiking, and that is the
Appalachian Trail. A mammoth undertaking is hiking the
2190+ miles. About one in four of those who start
actually complete the trail. The southern terminus is at
Springer Mountain, Georgia; the northern terminus at
Mount Katahdin, Maine. The hardest climb of the AT is
Katahdin for it is the greatest sustained ascent on the AT
with steep boulders and ledges above tree line. If you
have a chance, check out websites. Even the pictures
are breathtaking.

Paul and | used to hike many trails. Our honeymoon
included day hiking through the White Mountains in
Vermont and the Adirondacks in New York. (My limit
was usually 12 miles a day.) And then one vacation
centered in Virginia in and around the Damascus/
Abingdon area. We day hiked several times on the AT.
It was a dream come true. Why don’t we hike so much
anymore!...let’s just say 8 grandchildren are a lot of fun,
too.

God bless and Keep Reading!
Kathy Brooks




Worship at First

Childregns' Sermon

“The lbord be with gou...”

dharing the Installation with

The Call Committee would like to thank Martha Circle and Worship and the Worship and Music
Committee for hosting the wonderful reception for Pastor Tucker’s service. Your efforts are so
appreciated. Thank you to everyone who attended and made this evening truly special.

Francis YEP THEIR BAD

[LL 2 HONQST, JeRrRY-

MBS ARE

MORE PATCHING H WHEN YOU INVITED MeTO

FOR EPING ME BUSY, JOIN YOUR BOOK CLUB, THIG 15
THe 3 e NOT WHAT | €xpectev.

FRIARS?
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Heartwarming stories of ministry through
your generous stewardship!

arol and I are not able to enter into the congregation’s life as much as we would like to do

due to Carol’s health needs. Thank goodness for seasonal evening worship services which

enable us to fellowship spiritually with you. While our limitations restrict the joy of giving,
except for our offerings, when I think of stewardship at this stage of our lives, we are blessed with
your stewardship, that is your caregiving to us.

As the saying goes, let me count the ways. We have been surprised on more than one Sunday or
Monday with our doorbell’s ringing and a church member’s giving us a beautiful bouquet of
flowers from the altar. How we baby those flowers—keeping them watered and removing the
dead ones so that the beauty of that bouquet, symbolizing the congregation’s care for us, lasts as
long as possible. Then too, our hearts have been warmed when we learned that we were included
in the prayers of a congregation’s prayer group at times of our special needs. Besides the flowers
and prayers, we have received offerings of help. To date we are managing rather well, but there

may come a time, as in each of our lives, when we are not so much the caregiver as the care-

receiver.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share. Carol joins me in wanting you to know that
YOU are important and that, while you might think what you do is small, it is important in
perpetuating what Jesus came to do—that we all may have abundant life. - Milt and Carol Peters




Heartwarming stories of ministry

through your generous stewardship!

oledc \ Toledo Campus Ministry is an ecumenical campus
k ministry sitting on four residential lots adjacent to
M' ( g/ the University of Toledo. Established in 1967 at UT,
for the purpose of counseling, programming, and

building community among UT students, TCM has a long history of
facilitating resources to the university, church and community relative to
the critical issues of the time. The four pillars of TCM’s mission are:
nurturing community, deepening spirituality, serving through love, and
healing holistically. Rev. Amy Remaklus is leader. Pastor Kristin

Hunsinger of Hope Lutheran in Toledo is Vice President of the Board.
Several members of Hope participate in this ministry.

Joseph has moved in!

Our new house manager, Joseph, a first-year graduate student in the Industrial
Engineering program, comes to us all the way from Andhra Pradesh, India. He
loves God and is thankful for God’s unconditional love and amazing grace. He is
most excited to serve God through his work at TCM, keep in fellowship with
God’s people, and participate in TCM’s many activities.

“l wonder if you would like to know more about what is going .', &
oledo Carmpud Minirhmy

Nurturing authentic community
Deepening spirituality
Cerving in love
Healing holistically

on at Toledo Campus Ministry, as it serves as the home base for
ecumenical ministry, including Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian,
UCC, Jehovah's Witness, Episcopal, Baptist, and SBNR students?”
(from Pastor Remaklus) We at TCM emphasis care of the mind,
body, and soul. Thus, our community is developed around
activity, conversation, fellowship, and spiritual growth.

As the only ecumenical, intergenerational Christian ministry at UT and in its vicinity, TCM’s
community development strategy is unique. Taking to heart Christ’s call to love our
neighbors widely and our God without restraint (Matthew 22:36-40), TCM offers
programming for all Christians of any denomination, invites participation and leadership of
all ages and abilities *Luke 18: 15-17), welcome all students, including the oft neglected
nontraditional student (Luke 18: 35-43), and creates space for interfaith dialogue and
service (Micah 6:8; Galatians 5:14).

Hdugust Volunteers
Hnd Cglgbrations

LECTORS

Aug.. 6— Tad Schell

Aug.. 13—Kristin Johnson
Aug. 20—Jane Ebersole
Aug.. 27—Beth Meier

ALTAR GUILD
Gerbers, Schriners

COUNTERS
Tom & Cindy Fitzpatrick

LSS DELIVERY
Kathy Brooks

FLOWER DELIVERY
Judy Kipker

COMMUNION BREAD

Aug. 6—Jane Ebrersole
Aug. 13—Sharon Thompson
Aug. 20—Pat Needles

Aug. 27— Carolyn Bryant

COOKIE SUNDAY

Aug. 6—Community Dinner

Aug. 13—Christian Education/Youth
Aug. 20—Evangelism/Stewardship
Aug. 27—Hanna Circle

DRIVERS

Aug. 6—Jerry Bryant
Aug. 13—Mike Zawisza
Aug. 20—Aaron Ried
Aug. 27—Jerry Bryant

DEACONS
Aug. 6—Toni Poling, Mike Zawisza

Aug. 13—Paul Brooks, Marilynn Dunn

Aug. 20—Toni Poling, Judy Kipker
Aug. 27—Judy Kipker, Mike Zawisza

SOUND ROOM

Aug. 6— Falkyn Roth
Aug. 13—Steve Roth
Aug. 20—Tim Roth
Aug. 27—Toni Poling

Joseph Baker
Randy Buck

Robin Bowman

Carol Roessing
Steven Rice

SilverLyn Roth
Ryan Maas
Kathy Brooks
Carson Dale
Pastor Tucker
Micah Fultz

Judy Routson
Barbara Larick

Robert Beutler
Alec Bonnoront
Nancy Meek
Jason Bower

Jack and Patricia Taylor
Diana & Jeff Salisbury
Paul & Kathy Brooks
Brent & Peggy Fruchey
Tim & Nora Cochran

Milt and Carol Peters

8/4 Birthdays

:;: Elyse Clark

8/7 Emily Clark

8/8 Jonathan Ruehle

8/8 Adrienne Masterlasco

8/9 Philip Maurer

8/10 Jane Eakin

8/10 Clyde Mitchell

8/12 Kristina Rodman

8/12 Corey Spoon

8/13 Laurel Beutler

8/14 Jeff Howard

g/15 Tanner Timbrook

8/15 Jayna Routson

g8/15 Kenneth Wynkoop

8/16 Jim Fultz

Anniversaries

8/1/76 47
8/4/73 50
8/8/1992 31
8/17/85 38
8/19/78 45
8/27/60 63

Pastor Chris & Julie Dittmar 8/28/71 52

Jerold & Bonnie Bosse

Aug. 20 -

8/30/59 64

ALTAR FLOWERS

Aug. 6 - Jeff & Diana Salisbury
Aug. 13 - Tad & Maria Schell

Aug. 27— Chris Jensen/Rich Orr
Forms for your bulletin announcement are
available on the bulletin board and at

1stLutheranChurch.org.

Flowers need to be delivered to the
church by noon on Friday.

8/18
8/18
8/18
8/19
8/20
8/20
8/20
8/20
8/20
8127
8127
8/29
8/30
8/30
8/31
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