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Hello Neighbors,
Just a quick note. I hope everyone had an enjoyable Labor
Day holiday. Well it’s our last month of summer. With the
temperatures that we have this year I am definitely looking
forward to autumn. This year autumn starts on September 2nd
so it’s almost here! Being September, it also means that school
is back in session. Please be sure to keep a sharp eye out for
children walking to school and watch your speed in the school
zones. We all need to help keep our children safe. If you let
your children ride their bikes to school, I just want to remind
you that it is the law that they wear helmets.
Regarding this newsletter, the new format and frequency have
been received well. The only major issue seems to be getting
my monthly letter to the editor on time (sorry). We are always
trying to get more local content, so if you have any activities of
neighborhood interest and some time to write about it, please
send it in. There has been a lot of support for local businesses
on the Yahoo group, so if there is a business that you frequent,
let them know that they can advertise in our newsletter. I do
this all the time and the business owners really appreciate it.
Lastly, if you are not on the Yahoo group, please sign up. It is
a great way to find out what is going on in the neighborhood
and ask for or give business referrals. You can find the group
at groups.yahoo.com/group/laurel_oaks_na/. See you online.
Well neighbors, have a great month and we’ll see you next
time.
Richard Thomas
LONA President

News from the Treasurer

by Sue January
For those of you who wondered, but were afraid to ask, LONA
does maintain a bank account, which is supported by your voluntary
contributions. Our bank account has been very quiet recently. We
started and ended the months of both May and June with a balance
of $702.99.
Our last major expenditure was in April, and went to pay for the
LONA Web site http://www.laurel-oaks.org/, which cost $183.75.
While it’s fun to have some money in the bank, it’s even more fun
to put our money to work. If you have any ideas for a project that
will benefit our neighborhood, please feel free to send those ideas
to the LONA Board. We would love to hear them! We would also
welcome any contributions so that we can better fund those future
projects. Our address is: PO Box 201454, Austin, 78720-1454.

Austin Group for the Elderly

by Kaye LaGrone
Austin Groups for the Elderly is a nonprofit organization with
a mission to “Empower caregivers, the elderly and their families
through education, advocacy, resources and support.” The
durable medical equipment loan program is one of the services
offered by our Caregivers Resource Center, which is one of the
programs offered by Austin Groups for the Elderly. If you know
of anyone in need of information regarding caregiving for an
older adult please feel free to refer them to AGE.
Joyce Lauck, Executive Director.
3710 Cedar Street, Box 2, Austin 78705
Phone 451-4611
Fax 451-3110
www.ageofaustin.org

Don’t want to wait for the mail?

View the current issue of the Laurel Oaks Newsletter
on the 1st day of each month at www.PEELinc.com
Copyright © 2008 Peel, Inc.
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Oak View Park Project Update

by Oak View Park Committee: Ange Eaton, Liz McDonald
and Shelly Penner
On July 14, 2008 the newly formed Oak View Park
committee submitted an application to Keep Austin Beautiful
for one of their Neighborhood Beautification Grants in order to
create a butterfly garden at Oak View Park. On July 24, we were
notified that our project was not selected as a recipient. While
we are disappointed, we are not letting this small obstacle slow
us down. We are proceeding with the project and looking for
support from other individuals and organizations.
On Tuesday, July 29, 2008 we met with Rosie Weaver, the
Outreach Director of Austin Parks Foundation, the LONA
board, and other interested community members to create
our plan. After a very informative and productive meeting
we agreed that the next step is a meeting with our regional
city manager, Max Moore; we are currently coordinating our
schedules. We will then attend a class on September 16th to
learn more about applying for another next grant given by
Austin Parks Foundation. The more community support we
can show, the more likely we are to get permission from the
city to proceed and receive a grant. Please join us in bringing
butterflies and other improvements to Oak View Park.
A copy of the application we sent to Keep Austin Beautiful
is available on the LONA Web site. We will be sending regular
updates to the LONA Yahoo group as well. Please sign up and
follow along.
We thank Rosie Weaver, the LONA board members and
everyone else who attended the July 29th meeting. We greatly
appreciate all of the support. We also give special thanks to
the children who participated in the creation of the butterfly
path. Their names are on the yellow rock near the playground
entrance to the proposed garden. Look for their colorful
creations all along the trail.

Business Classifieds
Mobile Mechanic, Honest-Semi Retired. Can come to
your work place save you time! Call Darvin 512-990-7557

*Repaints –Interior, exterior, and much more
*Free on-site estimates
*Established company for 17 years, member of the BBB
*Offer painting, staining, and popcorn ceiling removal
*Please contact Robby Chapman at 512-632-5990 with
D&W Painting, Inc. or by email - robby@dwpainting.com
We look forward to helping you create your perfect home!
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Premier High School

by Annie Mikesell
Premier High School, a local, accredited and free charter
school, is opening a new campus in North Austin and is
currently enrolling for the 2008-2009 term. It offers a flexible
and shortened schedule, smaller class sizes, with a focus on
individualized learning, allowing students to work at their
own level of understanding. The school hopes to grow and
change in order to serve the diverse student population and
community. One of the goals is to emphasize the importance
of community involvement through events and services.
Feel free to look at the website at www.premierhighschools.
com, or email the principal at azamora@responsiveed.com.
Contact information is listed below and the school is currently
accepting applicants.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Premier High School of North Austin
1835-A Kramer Lane, Suite 600
Austin, TX 78758
Amanda Zamora, Principal
azamora@responsiveed.com
(512) 784-7928

MARY “B” Is Not Only Your Neighbor
Since 83’ But Also As An Experienced
and Respected Realtor
That Means HelpingYou Win With All
Your Real Estate Needs

Mary “B” IS A:
W inner as a “Certified Negotiating Specialist”
I ngenious website & marketing techniques
N eighbor & Partner in Education since ‘83
N umber 1 Agent of her NW-183 Office
E xperience of 20+ award-winning years
R eputation & Respect that can’t be beat!

JOIN MY TEAM OF SATISFIED CLIENTS!
MARY “B” BATTAGLIA, CRS
TOP LISTING/SALES AGENT
512-767-6787 PAGER/OFFICE
maryb@maryb.com
or visit wwmaryb.com

Copyright © 2008 Peel, Inc.

Balcones Toastmasters - Helping
Conquer The Fear of Public Speaking
Submitted by Steve Gonzales

Visit Mondays as our guest.

We meet Monday mornings 6:45 - 8:00 am IHOP 11654 Research
(between Duval & Braker) http://balconestoastmasters.org/.
Email - president@balconestoastmasters.org.

Classified Ads
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...)
run at no charge to Laurel Oaks residents, limit 30 words,
please e-mail mdayhath@austin.rr.com
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit)
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office
@ 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.
At no time will any source be allowed to use the Laurel Oaks Neighborhood
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission
from the Laurel Oaks Neighborhood Association and Peel, Inc. The information
in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Laurel Oaks Neighborhood
Association residents only.

HAIL DAMAGE HAS BEEN REPORTED
IN YOUR COMMUNITY
CALL OUR ROOFING EXPERTS TODAY
FOR A FREE INSPECTION
•
•
•
INSPECTION •
•
CALL FOR

FREE

Hail Damage/Insurance Claims
Roof Replacement
Roof Repair
Fence/Deck Replacement
Fence/Deck Staining

MENTION THIS AD FOR:

$300 OFF ROOF REPLACEMENT
OR

$50 OFF ANY ROOF/DECK/FENCE REPAIR

512-583-0500

www.austin360roofing.com
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Watch for Kids Walking and
Biking to School!

Lemon Ice Box Cake
Submitted by Madra Ford

1 yellow cake mix
2 cans sweetened condensed milk (Eagle Brand)
1/2 cup fresh lemon juice
1 8oz. container Cool Whip
Bake cake as directed for two layers. When cool, slice each layer
in half, making four layers. In a bowl combine condensed milk
with lemon juice...........reserve 1/2 cup & set aside for frosting.
Use remaining juice/milk mixture as a filling between the four
layers. With reserved mixture, gently fold in the Cool Whip
and frost entire cake. Holes can be poked in cake so frosting
is absorbed.  This is better if made a day or two in advance.

If you would like to submit YOUR recipe
email it to articles@peelinc.com.

WANTED
BY PEEL INC.

ENERGETIC SALES REPRESENTATIVES

REWARD
COMMISSION BASED INCOME
WANTED FOR WORKING FROM HOME,
EARNING EXTRA INCOME, AND
SELLING ADS IN YOUR NEWSLETTER

by Angela Eaton
In an effort to promote walking and biking to school as a
healthy habit, children from Kathy Caraway Elementary will
be participating in the International Bike and Walk to School
Day on October 8. Students will be joining children from more
than 40 other countries on this day (www.iwalktoschool.org)
and local fire, police and other community leaders will attend.
The event is designed to promote the benefits of walking and
biking to school so that parents and children can:
• Share the fun of physical activity and spend quality time
together;
• Teach and learn safe walking and bicycling behavior;
• Help children arrive more alert and ready to learn;
• Instill responsibility and self-confidence;
• Reduce traffic congestion, pollution, and speed near school
(and save on gas money!); and
• Reclaim neighborhood streets.
A number of obstacles can get in the way of making walking
or biking to school a habit. For example, some families may
have younger siblings that they need to take along and who
slow them down. If your school-aged child wants to ride his
bike to school, you could attach a “tag-a-long” bike or a bike
stroller on the back of your bike to carry the younger sibling.
Other obstacles to making walking and biking to school a habit
is parents’ unwillingness to allow their children to walk or bike
on their own without a responsible adult accompanying them
or simply the extra time that it takes out of parents’ morning.
Coordinating a “walking school bus” with neighbors or a
“bike train” for older children is a great solution. A walking
school bus works like carpooling, except that parents take
turns walking a number of children to school at the same
time. The concept of walking and biking together in a group
is important so as to emphasize that kids are safer biking and
walking together.
For some great tips on commuting by bike, check out
www.1world2wheels.org. “1 World 2 Wheels” is a movement
supported by those who believe the bicycle can be a vehicle for
positive change. To find out how much money you can save
by commuting by bike, go to www.bikecommuters.com/gassaving-calculator. If anyone would like more information or
would like to join the effort, contact Angela Eaton at aeaton@
austin.rr.com. Lastly, remind kids to stop, look, and listen to
cars and ALWAYS wear a helmet when biking!

VISIT WWW.PEELINC.COM/JOBS.PHP FOR MORE INFORMATION

512-263-9181 www.PEELinc.com
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SSudoku
udoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

Teenage Job Seekers
Name

Age

Baby
Sit

Pet	House Yard
Sit
Sit
Work

Phone

Michelle Corn............... 15..................... •.........•................... 921-0987
Stacy Corn     ................ 19..........•.......... •.........•................... 921-8253
Courtney Young............ 15..........•.......... •.........•................... 918-3871
Amy Tran-Garrett.......... 14..........•......................................... 401-2036

Not Available Online

*-CPR Training

+-First Aid Training

Advertising Information

Please support the businesses that advertise in the Laurel
Oaks Neighborhood Newsletter. Their advertising dollars
make it possible for all Laurel Oaks residents to receive the
monthly newsletter at no charge. No homeowners association
funds are used to produce or mail the newsletters. If you would
like to support the newsletter by advertising, please contact
our sales office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.
com. The advertising deadline is the 10th of each month for
the following month's newsletter.
*Solution at www.PEELinc.com

© 2006. Feature Exchange

Packages start as low as $895.
Standard and HD options.
Ask us about our “Wedding Story” package

Mention this ad &
recieve 15% oFF!

Flat Fee listiNg OPtiONs
Buyer reBate PrOgraM
Office #: 512-249-6299
Mobile #: 512-740-2300

ConCrete Film ProduCtions
For inquiries Please Contact
kale@concretefilmproductions.com
www.concretefilmproductions.com
Copyright © 2008 Peel, Inc.

Nicole Peel

Broker/Owner

www.Vallurerealty.com
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Pet Waste: Dealing with a Real Problem in Suburbia

Pet waste is not the predominant or most
toxic pollutant in urban streams, but it is one
of many small sources of pollution that
can cumulatively have a big impact if
left unmanaged. In North Central Texas the
estimated dog population is 1.2 million. The average
dog produces three to four pounds of waste daily, according
to the Food and Drug Administration. That’s about 900,000 pounds
of dog poop produced every day in North Texas. Add to this figure
cats and other smaller pets, and a significant volume of waste is being
generated daily.
Pet waste contains bacteria and parasites, as well as organic matter
and nutrients, notably nitrogen and phosphorous.

a securely closed bag in the trash.

• Campylobacteriosis- a bacterial infection that causes diarrhea
in humans.
• Salmonellosis- the most common bacterial infection transmitted
to humans from animals. Symptoms include fever, muscle aches,
headache, vomiting, and diarrhea.
• Toxocarisis- roundworms transmitted from animals to humans.
Symptoms include vision loss, rash, fever, or cough.
In addition to these diseases, the organic matter and nutrients
contained in pet waste can degrade water quality. When pet waste
is washed into a surface water body, the waste decays. This process
of breaking down the organic matter in the waste uses up dissolved
oxygen and releases ammonia. Low oxygen levels, increased
ammonia and warm summer water temperatures can kill fish.
Excess phosphorous and nitrogen added to surface waters can lead
to cloudy, green water from accelerated algae and weed growth.
Decay of this extra organic matter can depress oxygen levels, killing
organisms. Objectionable odors can also occur.
Flies and other pest insects can also increase when pet waste is
disposed of improperly, becoming a nuisance and adding another
vector for disease transmission.
Managing pet waste properly is something that everyone can do
to make a difference in their respective watersheds. Truly, proper
individual actions result in significant water quality improvement
when carried out by the majority. Unlike some forms of stormwater
pollutants, pet waste can be easily and economically managed by
the individual.
Sometimes, the ‘out of sight, out of mind’ attitude exists regarding
pet waste. Employing this flawed thinking, waste is often disposed
of in the street stormwater catch basin. Aside from dumping directly
into a water body, this is the single worst place to dispose of waste.
In the next rainstorm, the accumulated waste is transported quickly
and efficiently to the nearby receiving water course, polluting it.. That
said, then, specifically what can be done?

Leave it to someone else

Some of the diseases that can be spread from pet waste are:

Proper Onsite Disposal
Flush it

Pet waste itself (not the litter or bedding material) can be flushed
down the toilet. The water from the toilet goes either to a septic system
onsite or a sewage treatment plant that removes most pollutants before
the water reaches its outlet. The used litter should be disposed of in
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Bury it

You can bury the waste directly in the yard. Dig a hole or trench
that is 6 inches deep, away from vegetable gardens, play areas, and
away from any lake, stream, or well. Often, the woods is an ideal spot.
Microorganisms in the top layer of soil will break down and digest
the waste, releasing the nutrients for uptake by adjacent vegetation.
Never add the waste as a fertilizer to the garden or to the compost
pile. The disease organisms will continue to survive and create a
significant health risk.

Trash it

Check local ordinances first. Putting pet waste in the trash is against
the law in some communities. Even if legal and easy, it’s not the best
solution. Waste can contribute to the landfill problems in the state.
Believe it or not, a number of professional pet waste disposal
services exist. These businesses will completely remove the waste
from your yard and dispose of it themselves, for a fee.

Odinances, signage and education

Many communities have “pooper-scooper” laws that govern pet
waste cleanup. Some of these laws specifically require anyone
who walks an animal off of their property to carry a bag, shovel, or
scooper. Any waste left by the animal must be cleaned up immediately.
Call your local health officer to find out more about pet waste
regulations.
In recreation areas, trails, and public parks, ‘scooper signage’ along
with plastic bag dispensers and disposal cans should be provided. This
idea is especially critical at streamside or lake shore walking trails.
Public education is critical when addressing the pet waste problem.
Interestingly, much of the public thinks of problems associated with
pet waste as being only nuisance related-odors or aesthetics. An actual
example of this is the woman walking her dog in the park who had
brought along a brown paper bag to collect the 150 pound mastiff’s
waste. This she indeed dutifully did, and then proceeded to dispose
of the bag by….tossing it into the lake!
Brochures, newsletters, signage, local public service announcements,
and evening seminars are all ways to get the word out to the public.
One very effective way to reach people is to have a flyer enclosed
in tax bills or other municipally-generated mailings that go to all
property owners.

Conclusion

The problem of pet waste disposal in suburbia is a real one. Research
has indicated strongly that water quality is negatively impacted by
this pollutant in Texas. However, unlike many other sources of water
degradation in the state, improper pet waste management is a dilemma
that can be easily corrected through education by organizations and
common sense actions by individuals.
Let’s all “doo” the right thing and pick up after
our pets. Make a difference and go green.

Copyright © 2008 Peel, Inc.
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September Landscaping
Submitted By Ron Kerwin

September is the startup time for planning
some cool season activity. It is about time,
right? We need to continue with all the things
we have been doing to get through another
summer; watering at 1 inch per week, good
layers of mulch etc.
Now is a good time to raise tree canopies
and thin them out. Dead limbs are obvious
now, which will not be the case after leaf
drop. Many property owners still have curb
area trees with limbs prohibiting cars or trucks
from parking in front of the home without
paint damage to the roofs. These same trees
often endanger passersby on the sidewalk
from being poked in the eyes. They also
usually have dead grass underneath caused by
lack of sunlight to the turf area. Other trees
on your properties can benefit from canopy
raising and thinning. Wax myrtles and some
other “shrubs” can be treed up so they have
visible trunks and more resemble trees than
shrubs, a totally different look.

Historically Septembers are still very hot.
If you are wearing down, you can still hire a
lawn service (like mine) to get you through
the season. Lawn Companies should be
happy to take you on as new clients even
this late in the season. If you desire to have
an attractive and green lawn all winter, you
can put down ryegrass seed late in the month
or in October. Your property will stand out
in the neighborhood as people drive by and
see your green lawn amongst all the dormant
grass lawns.
Buy your spring bulbs through catalogs or
local nurseries. DO NOT plant them yet. You
can get a better selection now. Hybrid tulips
and hyacinth bulbs should be placed in the
vegetable crisper section in your refrigerator
for a necessary pre-chill period prior to
planting them. Wait until October/November
to plant any bulbs. You can however prepare
the beds for the bulbs, add organic matter &
turn over the soil.

You can cut back your roses early in the
month, but do it sparingly. You will get a rose
display this fall if you have maintained your
roses well over the summer heat. You can
actually plant a fall vegetable garden now.
For a list of veggies recommended and their
varieties for this area call the Texas Extension
office at 817-884-1945 and ask for the free
list. The Extension Office has a surprising
quantity of free information available, so ask
for answers
to several
questions.
The volunteer
M a s t e r
Gardeners
there will try
hard to get
you the right
publications.

Advertise YOUR business
to YOUR neighbors for
less than 4¢ per home.
Effective Advertising, Done Right.
Call today to Reserve your space.

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters

1-888-263-9181
lu

www.PEELinc.com
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